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PREFACE 


-:o:- 


,Th| three preat sources of knowledge respecting the shrouded p&ri 
humanity are the language, the mythology, and the anctent 
Monuments of a country. ^ 

J *, From the language one learns the mental and social height to 
which a nation had reached at any given period in arts. Habits, 
and civilization, with the relation of man to man, and to the 
material and visible world, 


The mythology of a people reveals their relation to a spiritual 
and invisible world; while'the early monuments are solemn and 
eternal symbols of religious faith—rituals of stone in cromlech, 
pillar, shrine ami tower, temples and tombs, ^ 


The written word, or literature, comes last, the fullest and 
hiAest expression of the intellect and culture, and scientifio 
prepress of a nation, 


ie Irish race were never much indebted to the written word, 
Thpiearned class, the ollamhs, dwelt apart and kept their knowledge 
^rK. The people therefore lived entirely upon the traditions 
'bf tlir forefathers, blended with the new doctrines taught .by 
.Cb^pianity, so that the popular belief became, in time, an amalgam 
P a ^ n myths and the Christian legend, and these ,t1Td t 
relents remaijj indissolubly united to this day The world, in 
a v .°^ ume ' a 8fr hd rather, going on for six thousand yeat$, 
which the Irish peasant has scarcely yet turned the 

¥ * 

s;Af9i t ,, f v 

\ W[ *r6sent work deals only with the mythology, or the fanturtio 
aaoa the Irish respecting •the invisible world—fctfrange ntgf 
J superstitions, brought thousands of years ago from fclrtir, 
borne, but which etui, even in the present time, affect ail 
pea of thinking and acting in the daily life if the people, ,. ’ 



*#/>''%?• * PREFACE. 

. .A • vv, • ' , '■ , «' v« •* 

■ d ^nwHJ^st'-tiw'ipdncated classes m all "nations, the belief 5a the 
^jrapernatuml^ Wing directly on life ami- constantly interfering; 
Vfyith ,the natural course of human action/ is soon dissipated and 
'/^IftduiAlly diaapffears, for the knowledge of natural lawsfeOives many 
* rfiystories that, were once inexplicable ; yet mubh‘remains unsolved, 
ovep to the philosopher, of the mystic relation between the matfttftfd 
and’ the spiritual world. Whilst to the tnassea—the uneducated 
—Who'know nothing of tin# fixed eternal laws of nature, evert 
phenomenon seems to rtsiilt from the direct action of some noii* 
•^M&ian power, invisible though over present; ablo to confer all 
^bimefUg, yet implacable if offended, and therefore to be propitiated/ 

The superstition, then, of the Irish peasant is the instinctive 
belief in the existence of certain unseen agenciey that influence 
^11 human life; and with the highly sensitive organization of 
"their race, it is not Wonderful that the people live habitualfy* 
Under the shadow' and dread of invisible powers which, whether 
working for good or evil, are awful and mysterious to the uueafll 
tured mind that sees only the strange results produced by eert$H^ 
. forces, but knows nothirg of approximate causes. , /,# 

, ' / V/ 

. Many of the Irish legends, superstitions, and ancient cfiajjftS-, 
now collected were obtained chiefly from' oral communication^ 
made by the peasantry themsfclves, either in Irish or in tha'Irish** 
English which preserves so much of the expressive idiom of the- 
antique tongue* 


iTheae narrations were taken down*by competent persons skilled ih t 
both languages, anfl as far as possible in ‘the very words of the 
narrator; so 4hat much of the primitive simplicity of the stylo. 1 
has been retained, while the legends have a peculiar and specials 
^value as coming direct from the national heart. / 

O 1*} X 


In a few years such a collection ^vould be impossible, for tbd/ 
old race is rapidly passing away to other lands, and in the Vft&V 
working-world of America, with all the new influences of light 
aueb progress, the young generation, though still loying thp*ie^U 
of .their fathers, will scarcely And leisure to dream over thefjarfj^ 
v IjpdiCkted. hills and lakes and rathe of ancient Ireland. ■ , , 

r* l\ - ^ 

/X must disclaim, however, all desire to be considered a raeubUs’ 
. blftdy lA&datrij temporu acti. These studies of the^Iri&h pijM 
* ^pa -STjUply th^expression of my love for the beautiful island 


- first inspiration, my quickest intellectual 

T ^ddtfr4; strongest ana b^st sympathies with genius apd 
a’ fomftt’s nature. _ 

•••■ ' *Sa-^NCKSC^ ^PERANZA'jn^I^I 






‘ANCIENT LEGENDS. 


INTRODUCTION, 


legends of all nations of the world, on which from 
i" l 9 the E® onit «““ of man have been nurtured be* m 


r TOW v gcuumuons or man Dave been nurtured bears,, 
| ^ffomrasemblance to each other that we are led to believe 

Jha* 1 ) POn ° d When tho wllole hu,1)a n family was of 
L 'tfeM erftid one lancniare tnt „.nv, .. J 01 


p- ;%$ cri 
b tba fit 
.^'toqPtje 

»fUfjdipt 
and w 

, .-"file Ei 
' there t 
G/rnight 

, yposttfn 

'G.IVysia 

•■..fhsiro 
K { idioms 
^tbpKnn 

£•<**}«'» 
5.; ftSfe Wet 

rjjte>p*ew I 


h j / - 1 nuinan iamiJv wtm of 

id one language. But with increasing numbers cmne 

'ofttJT*^/ aud , that ^Immigration was 
of the tribes of the earth from the Eastern cradle nf 

beautiful Eden-land at the head of tho Persian Gulf 

itwillv dire ’t r T!° hf !l th t fiMt migrations emanated,’ 
ss an I a le ™ groat rivers, by 

f an.I tbB Tigris and southwardJby the Nile • ami 

K i E f g “ D 10 send out colonies to taka 
irG M? uwn Sl ent w °rld around them. Prom 
and Egypt, to Greece and the Ldes of thb Se? 
| w indenng tribgs earning with them, as signs of 
»roken fragments of the primal creed, and broken 
■Kimal tongu^—those early sages in the history of 
I;;' ® 1 “ ud indestructible, which hundreds of 
R ‘ been able to obliterate from the mind of man 

m la 211 i ° m the C61,tral parent 
B J O- ■ - a V° aa f ime uew foms - according 
W!aI ai ' d r es of thou ^t were developed 
■ft r |? )g peu l ,k> - tbe influence of climate Ld 
r and striking natural phenomena in the 
a resting-place or a home., Still, amongst 

n ^ prunal Creed and '“i 

N b 0 R! ou ? h a11 t /e mutations caused by eircim^ 

®4» mMS " bj «*»»» $X 

w both language and symbols ore subjected 
listtadiBitafate Julies. 

'■Wpm# 6 Primal weed and language of humanity * f 



2 . ANCIENrjLEGENDS 'OF IRELAND. ' 

/torn these scattered and broken fragments, is the 
now exciting so keenly the energies of the ardent aii4 
ethnographers of Europe; as yet, indeed, with but $ma-U s 
as regards language, lor not more, perhaps, than twenty , 
which the philologists consider may have belonged to the" Qi 
tongue have been discovered; that is, certain objects, or 
are found represented in all languages by the same \wor$l 
therefore the philologist concludes that these words must 
been associated with the ideas from the earliest dawn of lang 
and as the words express chiefly the relations of the human t 
to each other, they remained fixed m the minds of the want 
tribes, untouched and unchanged by all the diversities of 
subsequent experience of life. 

Meanwhile, in Europe there is diligent study of the a> 
myths, legends, and traditions of the world, in order to e 
from, them that information respecting the early modes of tty 
prevalent amongst the primitive race, and also the lines 
first migrations, why'll no other monuments of antiquity 
well able to give. Traditions, like rays of light, take theh 
from the medium through which tftey 1 pass; but the S 
mytlingraphio student knows how to eliminate the ac 
addition from the .tnie primal basis, which remains fix 
unchangeable; and from the numerous myths and legends 
nations of the earth, which bear so striking a conformity 
other that they point to a common origin, he will he 
reconstruct the first articles of belief in the creed of hui 
and to pronouDc^almost with certainty upon the primal s] 
the lines <>f human life that n<>w r traverse the globe' 
directions. This source of all life, creed, and culture now r o; 
k ther% is no reason to doubt, will be found in Iran, or Persh 
call it, and in the ancient legends and language of th 
Iranian people, the head and noblest type of the Arya^ 
Endowed with splendid physical beaifty, noble intellect 
rich musical language, the Iranians had also u lofty geny 
relation between man and the spiritual world. They ad; 
idols into their temples; fheir (fed w r as the One SupromA 
and Upholder of all things, whose symbol w T as the sung 
pure, elemental fire. But as the w'orld grew older ; 
wicked the pure primal doctrines wwe obscured by hum# 
the symbol came to be worshipped in place of the Got* 
debased idolatries of Babylon, Assyria, and the Canaan? 
were o the result. Egypt—grave, wise, learned, mourn 
retained most of the primal truth; hut tmth waS' 
priests as too precious for the crowd, and so they: 
carefully for themselves and their own caste. They 
the ancient and cryptic meaning of the symbols; tb^‘ 
allowed only to see the outward and visible sign, !-■ 



INTRODUCTION 3 

Froifr^Egypt, philosophy, culture, art-, and religion came to 
Greece, mit the Greeks moulded these splendid elements after 
- their owp fashion, and poured the radiance of beauty over the 
grave a$l gloomy mysticism of Egypt. Everything hideous, 
terrible, And revolting was banished from the Greek Mythology 
The Gretfks constructed no theory of a devil, and believed in no 
hell, as A distinct and eternal Abode for the lost souls of mein 
The Grejjk gods were divinely beautiful, and each divinity in turn 
wss ready fo help the mortal tlmt invoked him. The" dead in 
^blades mourned their late because they coukl no longer enjoy the 
r, glorious beaut\ of life, hut no hard and chilling dogmas doomed 
’ them there to the tortures of eternal punishment. Earth, air, the 
heavens and the sea, tlm storms and sunshine, the forests’and 
flowers and the purple grapes with which they crowned a god, 
Were all to the Greek poet-mind the manifestations of an all- 
pervading spiritual power and life. A sublime Pantheism wa.s 
Their creed that sees nods in even thing, yet with one Supreme 
God over all. Freedom, beau tv, art, light, and jov, were the 
Clemeuts of the Greek religion, while the Eternal'Wisdum, the 
Great Athene of the Parthenon, was the peculiar and selected 
divinity of their own half diuno rare. 

- Meanwhile other branches of the primal Iranian stock were 
spreading over the savage central forests of Europe, where they 
hi .the foundation of the great'Teuton and .Gothic races, the 
destined world-rulers; }>ut Nature to them was a gloomy and 
Awful mother, and life seemed an endless warfare against the 
Tierce and powerful elemental demons of frost rfhd ww'and dark¬ 
ness, by whom the beautiful Sun-god was slain, and ydio reigned 
triumphant m that fearful season when the earth wa> iron and the 
aijf Was ice, and no beneficent God semied near to help. Hideous 
idols imaged these unseen powers, who were propitiated by 
sanguinary rites: and the men and the god they fashioned were 
alike as tierce and cruel as the wild leasts of the forest, and the 
of the savage nature around them. 

Still the waves <*f human life kept rolling westward until they 
surged over all the lands and islands of the Great Sea, and the 
^wamenng manners, seeking new homes, passed through the 
-Pillars or Hercules out into the Western Ocean, and boasting 
along by the shores of Spain and France, founded nations that 
bear the impress of tlmir Faster^ origin, and are known ia 
'tifiWfy a & the Gelt ie rare; while the customs, usages, and 
tt^tions which their forefathers had learnt in Egypt or Greece 
'Wgra carefuhy preserved by thorn, amPtransmitted as heirloom# 
Whe colonies they founded. ♦From Spain the early mariners 
easily-reached the verdant island of the West in which we Irish 
.are ^particularly interested.^ And here in our beautiful 
^ela&dj;he last wave of the great Iranian migration finally 

1^2 
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>£ftled;. ’• further progress was impossible—the untaotvS ’DCeatt- 
seehieil to them the limits of the world. And thus the wtthferef8 : 
ofihy primal race, with their fragments of the ancient cxe^dTKjt' 
mythic poet-lore, and their peculiar dialect of the ancient fion£iftl|- 
* formed, it were, a sediment here which still retains its ptodfife 
affinity with the parent land—though the changes and cb«H<j£&A?|$ 
5 three thousand years ha\e sweptfover the people, the legends, 1 
the language. It is, therefore, in Ireland, above all, that th&J 
nature and origin of the primitive races of Europe should 
studied. Even the form of the Celtic head shows a decfifiedH 
conformity to that of the Greek races, while it differs essential^ 
from the Saxon and Gothic types. This is one of the many’proofs'? 
in support of the theory that the Celtic people in their westw^r^ 
course to the Atlantic travelled by the coasts of the Mediterranean^ 
as all along that line the same cranial formation is found. Phflb- 
logists also affirm that the Irish language is nearer to 8&n&krn , 
than any other of the Thing and spoken languages of Enrdpj^ 
while the legends uudcmUhs of Ireland can be readily traced 
the far East, hut have nothing in common with the fierce ajady 
weird superstitions of Northern mythology. •* * 

This study of legendary lore, as a fouudation for ^he history of/? 
humanity, is now recognized as such an important branch of' 
nology that a journal entirely ^evoted to comparative mythology^ 
has been recently started in Paris, to which all nations are invited- 
to contribute—Sclaves, Teutons, and Celts, Irish legends bejng- 
considered specially important, as containing more of the primitive 
elements than those of other Western nations. All other county 
tries hav‘ G*en repeatedly overwhelmed by alien tribes'.kntMi 
peoples aud laces, but the Irish have remained unchan 
place, of adopting readily the usages of invaders they have showi^ 
such remarkable powers of fascination that the invaders tlnwC 
selves became Jlibernicis ip sis Hibcrnivres. The Danes hold tliee 
east coast of Ireland for threfc hundred years, yet there is no trace 
of Thor or Odm or the Frost Giants, or of the Great World-* 


serpent in Irish legend ; hut if we go hack in the history- Of Abb, 
world to the beginning of things, when thfe Iranian people. 
the only teachers of humanity/ we come upon the true afidib&fc 
source of Irish legend, and find that the origami materials 1^$?- 
been but very slightly altewd, while amongst other nation* 

^ ground-work has been overlaid with a dense palimpsest of 
pwn devising, -suggested by their peculiar local surrounding^.ogtf 
^ ^Lirongst the curliest religious symbols of the world a; 
Tree ? tbe Woman, aud tfie Serpent—memories, no doubt, . 

' legend-of Paradise; and the reverence for certain sacred 
prevailed in Persia from the mo^t ancient times, and . 
diffused among all the'Iranian nations; • It was the custom^?' 
to hang costly garments-on the’branches as yotiyo offering Vi 
V . 1 w "N jtj 








. * 


;Gv/ 
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led that Xerxes before going to battle iny6(ted victory, by * 
1 Tree, and hung jewels and rich robes on the boughs, 
oeriSaodi narrates an anecdote concerning trees ^ich 
ue Oriental touch of mournful suggestion]E-pe was 
ays r the gijeefc of a very rich old man who had m son 
4 0 f° r bis beauty. One night the old man said to hitt^ , 
f.+j,d)hrmg,5my whole life I never had but this son. Near this plap§ 
k ^^ r fc£acr&d Tree to which men resort to offer up their petitions,' 
$m,n ights at the foot of this tree I besougnt Uod Until J9,e 
Avowed; on me this son.” Not long after Saadi overheard this 
fehtOg man say in a low voice to his friend, u How happy should 
know where that Sacred Tree grows, in order that I might ■ 
^pftjblore God for the death of my father.” 

£{The poorer class in Persia, not being able to make offerings of. 

^ £$tly garments, are in the habit of tying bits of coloured stuffs on, ‘ 
L^h&ppUgks, and these rpgs are considered to have a special virtue 
Curing diseases. The trees are often ne|ir a well or by a saint’s 
rive, andtare then looked upon os peculiarly sacred. 

®vThis account might have been written for Ireland, for the belief 
f 1®d thecereinoniul are precisely similar, and are still found exiat- 
Jig ;to This day both in Iran and in Erin, But all trees were 
j$&held sacrea—only those that bore no eatable fruit that could 
^phi-ieh men; a lingering memory of the tree of evil fruit may 
Ttore caused this prejudice, while the Tree of Life was eagerly 
T^opght for, with its promised gift of immortality. In Persia the 
SdaoHree was specially reverenced; in Egypt, the palm 4 ; in 
the wild olive; nnd the oak amongst the Celtic nations. 
ivJjh^rimes small tapers were lit amongst the branches, to simulate 
fhe presence of divinity. It is worthy of note, while on 
subject, of. Irish and Iranian affinities, that the old Persian 
„ ftfprd for tree is dar, and the Irish call their sacred tree, tub oak. 
t4anagK* * 

’ ‘ 1 ' TH e belief in a race of supernatural beings, midway betwe&n 
j5r, the Supreme God, beautiful and beueficent, a racedhab 
feever known the weight of human life, was also part of the 
wd of the Iranian people. They called them Pc/tj, or Feroilers - 
Pities); and they have some pretty legends concerning thtb 
"fturiful Dukhtari Shah Penan , the“ Daughter of the-King of the ’ 
^ies/ ? for a signt of whose beauty men pine away in vain desire, 

S f it is granted to them once to behold her, they die. Every ,r - 
vj , p believes in the existence of these mysterious spirits, with v 
tffrcgnd powerful influence over human lifejaud actions, butea£®f 
t represents them differently, according to national habits and 
‘^surroundings. Thus, tht Russians believe in the phantbod *■' 
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-of tbe* tlktarne, a beautiful young g-irl robed in white, wh^meetpi/ 
the 'wanderer on the lonely know steppes, and lulls him by heft, 
'kisaefe into that fatal sleep from which he never more awakens,- 
The legends of the Scandinavians, also, are all set in the framed 
work of their own experiences; the rending and crash of the ice is 
the stroke of the god Thor’s hammer; the rime is the beard of the i 
Frost Giant; and when Bidder, their Sun-god, is beginningto die°- 
at Midsummer, they kindle pine-brunches to light him on bisg 
downward path to hell; and when lie is returning to the upper 
world, after the winter solstice, they burn the Yule-log, and hang' 
lights on the fir-trees to illuminate his upward path. These 
r traditions are ft' remnant of the ancient sun worship, but the- 
peasants who kindle the BaaLfires at Midsummer, and the uppgr 
classes who light up the brilliant Christmas-tree, have forgotten 
the origin of the custom, though the world-old symbol and-usage 
is preserved. 

The Sidke, or Fairies, of Ireland, still preserve all the gentle 
attributes of their ancngit Persian race,for in the soft and equable 
climate of Erin there were no terrible manifestations of nature to 
be symbolized by new images; and the genial, laughteMoving 
elves were in themselves tlie befit and truest expre^ion of Irish 
nature that could ha\e been invented. The fairies loved mitaio 
and dancing and frolic; and, above all things, to be let alone 1 / 
and not to be interfered with as regarded their peculiar fairy, 
habits, customs, and pastimes. They had also, like the Irish, a ' 
Anelense of the right and just, and a warm love for the liberal 
hand and kindly word. All the solitudes of the island were 
peopled by 1 lease bright, happy, beautiful beings, and to the 
nature, with its need of the spiritual, its love of the vague, ee ^j 

dreamy, and supernatural, there was something irresistible 
cinatidg in the belief that gentle spirits were around, 
sympathy for the mortal who suffered wrong or needed htd]£ :, j^ e sllTV 
the fairies were sometimes wilful and capricious as childr^, 
took dire revenge if any one built over their fairy cirjw^ 
looked at them when combing their long yellow hair m ^ m 

shine, or dancing in the woods, or floating on the lakes, 
was the penalty to all who approached too near, or p 
curiously into the mysteries of nature. 

To the Irish peasant earth and air'were filled with thei 
terious beings, half-loved, half-feared bv them : and thereby 
weite propitiated by flattery, and called "-the good people,*; 

Greeks call the dread goddesses u the Eumenhh esT Trieiij 
.Werp beard in the, mountain echo, qnd their forms seen 
pftrjdeAud golden mountain mist; tfiev whispered amic 
perfumed lmwthorn branches,,' the msb of the autumn leav[ 
tb© scamper of' little elves-Yed, ’yellow, and’ btown 1 -^ i* 

and dancing in their glee; and the bendin^of the tf 
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Kyhaiky^wis caused by the flight of tlfe Elf King andhis Cpuk- 
J^wy^tMfields. They danced with soundless feet, and their atop - 
liAt that the drops of dew they danced on only trembled, 
4ibtti4id nSt break. The fairy music was low and sweet** blinding 
li|e that of the great god Pan by the river; they lived 
"fpoly on t|j|6 nectar in the cups of the flowers, though in their fairy 
agmntuous banquets were pffered to the mortals thPy 
apriied but woe to the mortal who tasted of fairy food; to 
Irotwas f^tal. All the evil m the world has come by eating; if 
<Bve had f>nly resisted that apple our race might still be in Paradise. 
Jfbe Sidhe look with envy on the beautiful young human children, 
^nd fiteal them when they can; and the children of a Sidhe and a 
mother are reputed to grow r ,np strong and powerful, but 
^fVith evil and dangerous natures. There is also a belief that every 
3 #ars the fairies are obliged to deliver up a Victim to the 
lEyil One, and to save their own people they tiv to abduct somo 
beautiful young mortal girl, and her they hand over to the Prince 
if Darkness. 

| Dogmatic religion and science have long3ince killed the mytho- 
unoAtic faculty in cultured Europe. It only exists now, naturally 

e tnatihctively, in children, poets, and the childlike races, like 
_ Irish—sinfple, joyous, reverent, and unlettered, and who have 
^ethained unchanged for centuries, walled round by their language 
jfrorn the rest of Europe, through which separating veil science, 

| culture, and the cold mockery of the sceptic have never yet 
*'penetrated. 

; ‘Christianity was readily accepted by tho Irish. The pathetic 
tafe of the beautiful young Virgin-Mother and the Child-God,for 
Central objects, touched all the deepest chords of feeling in the 
tetter, loving, and sympathetic Irish heart. The legends*of 
faboienMymes were not overthrown by it, however, hut tafon- up 
|at?d'incorporated with the new Christian faith. The holy wells 
the sacred trees remained, and were even made holier by 
JaaBOdiation with a saint’s name. And to this day the old 
fjtf^tbplogy holds its ground with a force and vitality untouched 
vfejfcpy symptoms of weakness or decay. The Greeks* who are of 
jS&jJs&me original race as our people, rose through the influence of 
yftte highest culture to the fulness and perfectness of eternal youth ; 
fbuy.the Irish, without culture are eternal children, with all the 
a^yiike instincts of superstition still strong in them, and capable 
^believing all things, because to doubt requires knowledge, 

11 by never, like the Greeks, attained to the conception of p 
hflf beings'nobler tlian themselves—men stronger and money 
pi-with the immortal |Lre #f a god in their veins ; .wojueiv; 
~^$p#autiful,or divinely inspired; but, also, the Iriafctieveiv 
kfhe image of God in their hearts by infidelity or.irr^ligiam-, 
m^st beautiful and sublimely touching r rec<>Ti$ ip, 
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v \y* ^Wening devotioli.O^tbfi-'i 
,* anci0Dt fait ^^ through persecutions 
'> tJ ^SS^u ‘T W jT nltin W n ? degrading than wore evgr JjiflR. 

r ^ 0ne ^^ me ^ an 8e ct upon another.' , 

Vj . Wi } h ^Peculiarlyreverential nature it would be impo®Tb 

p° t - r° nntlon of SOl ‘P ties ' wen * f a whole hgtmyw 
^■j&oiwan Rationalists came amongst them to preach a <*□«$*;! 
hgarnst all belief in the spiritual and the unseen. And thas® 
traditions of their race have likewise taken firm hold in the ^ 

fiioflrrii Ilq/voii o/v 4-1,,-..-. —,-__-> , .. 


V v * '7‘r vt A,u - C likewise taKen Urra hoi 
;..hMrts, localise they are an artistic people, and require objects*^ 
.v Jliffir adoration and love, not mere abstractions to be accented b?l 
.their reason. And they are also a nation of poets; the preset^ 
,0f God is ever near them, and the saints and 1 angels, and,'the** 
shadowy beings of earth and air are perpetually drawing theitlj 
minds, through mingled love and fear.tS the infinite and iffflg 
world. 1 robal.ly not one tradition or custom that had its Winfl 
. in a religious belief has been lost in Ireland during the long courae^ 
of ages since the first people from Eastern laiTds arrived aE 
^et-tled on our shores. - r ™‘~ ^ ^ •” ” — - ^ 


rfr SV r« urnveu anaa* 

fUf--„y I" ,.'? ,le ] t aftl firps are still lit at Midsummer# 

.though no longer in honour of the sun, but of St. John- and, tkJn 
peasants still make their cattle pass between two fi»s— ndi‘J 

Ti *-f i i r , ( ' n ' ’ 11 ! ho I '. nrae °i Moloch, but of some-patron faijrL'.v 
llmt all Irish legends point to the East for their origin, not to til! 

qr h, is cefitain; to a warm land, not one of icebergs, and thunder 1 ! 
crashes of the rending of ice-bound rivers, but to a rpgioD wliar^i 
ihc shadow of trees, and a cool draught from the sparkling wMftR 
were life-giving blessings. AVell-worsbip could not have origiaiMJ' 
‘ hu, y d . C0UD t r '• MM. whese wells can bo found ateveS& 
step, and sky and land are ever lieav y and saturated with moisture,-^ 
' !, .*?"V a y ac ! me fr , om an Eastern people, wanderers in a dmufr* 
thirsty,,land, where the discovery of a well seemed Eke the inter-vl 
Tuition of an angel in mail’s behalf. .« \Wvg 

. ,.We are told also by the ancient chroniclers that sernent-WOTsbW?' 
once prevailed in Ireland, and that St. Patrick hewed down I"’ ’ 
serpent idol Crom-Cmadh (the great worm) and cast it into 

■ Payne (from whence arose the legend that St. Patrick banifil 

■ venomous things from the island). Now os the Irish never cc 
fiava seen a serpent, non? existing in Ireland, this worship'.# 
m* com . e fw® fie far East, whemwhis beautiful and de 
cteature is looked upon ns the symbol of the Evil Quo, 

M^cirfciiipped and propitiated by votive offerings, as all eytUh 
- early world, in the hope of turning away th^lfv 

as*'tr in an, and to induce tbeln to show mercv*end brfv-^ 
propitiated the jeered crocodile • by 
m* postljr ;}Vel8 in% ears. The Irish, 

to; heye, frigged any; $w)w oxrnti 1 ‘ 
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E$eiJt, J Eastern climes, from wbbuce Vfaey b^lig|tr ] 
Sff'tBe Wake, the death chajit, the mourning"womehj 
games, In Sparta, on the death of a king "df"^ 
nad a wake $nd 41 keen ” not common tcf the rei 
t 'which they said they learned from the Phcenici 
peculiar usage bears a striking resemblance to the J 


^ctice.f All the virtues of the dead were recited, and the G 
MSleleu^ the same cry as the Ul-lu-Iu” of the Irish, waske 
pver/tktf corpse by tbe chorus of hirrtl mourning women, 
if selecting women in place of men for the chofu 
k5 . nentation prevailed throughout all the ancient world, as i 
gMgfch display of grief was thought beneath the dignity of man. 

Cassandra ga\e the keynote for the wail over Hector, 
fe^&Ien %X)k the leadfin reciting praises to his honour. The d 
®fnhht^ in Egypt, Arabia, and Abyssinia all bear a marked rei 
the Irish ; indeed the mourning crv is the same it 
gr^nd the-Egyptian lamentation “ Hi-loo-luo! IIi-Iuo-loo I ?f cried 
d&ad^was probably the original form of the Irish wail. 
Greeks always endeavoured to lessen the terrors of de 
^tihd fbr this reason they established funeral games, and thefui 
nonies took the form of a festival, where they ate and dl 
gfr poured libations of wine in honour of tbe dead* The Irish 
Rh their funeral games and peculiar dances, when they tbrev 
ieir upper garments, ahd holding hands in' a*ei?cle, moved 
dbw measure round a woman* crouched in the centre, with 
cover * n £ ^ ier f flce - Another singular part of the cefftir 
tbe entrance of a - woman wearing a cow^s head and born 
^I^ppears upon the scene in the Prometheus of iEschylus, 1 
was probably meant to represent the horned or crescei 
jSrapon^the antique l)inna, the Goddess of Death. The custcfJ 
to wing off the garments no doubt originally signified th^feas 
^ypflthe garment of tbe flesh. We brought nothing into this w< 
ia certain we carry nothing out. The soul must si 
^Veiled before GoU. * 

Id* the islands off the West Coast of Ireland, where the I 
superstitions still exist, they have a strange custom, 
’daljvail is allowed to be raised until .three hours haveela 
s*/ XhMtnoment of death, because,.they say\ the tfourtd of 
g^wo'nld hind%r the soul from speaking to God when if Sti 
W Him, and waken up the two great dogs, tbat'are watd 
&fr$6uls of the dead in order that the^ may devour 1 the 
^Lqrd of Heaven Himself cannot hinder them $ onc#i 
^ .This tradition*of Watching by the dead in 

before God,js aine and solemn sup^rStltiOn/ft 


|yehadit@ origin.Bmoiigst a people of 
qworld. andleufinobably of gT l e'at ; ftbth 
3 bf tlTer Inib' keen is wQfrMfa 
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could’ listen to the long-sustained minor wail of the f ‘ UHu-lir* 
without strong emotion and even tears; and once heard ifc call 
never be forgotten. Nor is there anything derogatory to grief ja 
the idea of'hired mourners; on the contrary, it is a splendid- 
tribute to the dead to order their praises to be recited publicly 
before the assembled friends ; while there is something indescrib-, 
ably impressive in the aspect of the mourning women crouched 
around the bier with shiouded heads, they rock themselves to 
and fro and intone the solemn, ancient death-song with a 1 
measured cadence, .sometimes rising to a piercing wail. They 
seem like weird and shadowy outlines of an old-world vision, and 
at once the imagination is carried back to the far-distant East, 
and the lime when all these funeral symbols had a mysterious and 
awful meaning. Sometimes a wail of.genuine and hitler grief 
interrupts the chant of the hired mourners. An Irish keen which 
was taken down from the lips of a bereaved mother some years 
ago, runs thus m the literal English version— 

t( 0 women, look on mo! Look on me, women! Have you 
ever seen any sorrow like mine F Have you ewr seen the like of 
me in my sorrow ? Arrali, then, my darling, m\ darlimr, 'tis your _ 
mother that calls you. How long you are sleeping. Do you she « 
all the people round you, my darling, and I sorely weeping 2 
Arrah, what is tins paleness on your lace F Sure there w'aa no.' 
equal to it in Erin for beauty and fairness, and your hair was , 
heavy as the wing of a ra\en, and your skin was whiter than the 
hand of a lady. Is it the stranger must carry me to my grave, and 
my son lying here r *’ 

This touching lament is so thoroughly Greek in form and senti¬ 
ment that it might be taken for part of a chorus from the Hecuba 
of Euripides. Even the “ Arrali” reminds one of a Greek word' 
used frequently by the Greeks when commencing a sentence or. 
asking a question, although the resemblance may be only 
superficial. 

The tales and legends told by the peasants in the Irish remit- 
cular are much more weird and strange, and have much more 
the old-world colouring than the ordinary fairy tales narrated in , 
English by the people, as may he seen by the following'- mythicol . 
story, translated from the Irish, and which is said to be af 
thousand years old :— 1 


THE HORNED WOMEN. 

A rich woman sat up late one night carding and preparing 
while all the family and servants were asleep. Suddenly a knqtfky. 
was given at the door, and a voice called—“ Open ! open! 

■J* Who is there F ” said, the woman of the house. *" ^ : 
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arofthe 'Witch of the One Horn,” was answered, 

" 'The' mistress, supposing that one of her neighbours had called 
and Required assistance, opened the door, and a woman entered, 
’having 1 ir| her hand a pair of wool carders, und bearing a horn, on 
forehead, as if growing there. She sat down by the fire in, 
fiilenCe, and began to card the wool with -violent haste. Suddenly 
ahe paused and said aloud: “ Where are the women r 1 They 
;delay too long.’’ * 

& Then a second knock came to the door,•‘and a voice culled as 
before—“ Open ' open !" 

The mistress felt herself constrained to rise and open to the call, 
4nd immediately a second witch entered, Inning two lmrns on her 
forehead, and in her hand a wheel for spinning the wool. 

“Give me place/’ she said; u 1 am the Witch of the Two 


Slorna/’ and .she began to spin as quick as lightning. 

. And so the knocks went on, and tin* call was heard, and the 
witches entered, un f il at last twelve women sat round the fire— 
the first with one horn, the last with twelve horns. And they 
carded the thread, and turned their spinning wheels, and wound 
and wove, all singing together an ancient rh\me, but no word did 
they speak to the mistress of the house. Strange to hear, and 
frightful to look upon wen' these twelve women, with their horns 
and their wheels; and the mistress felt near to death, and alu* 
tried to rise that she might call for help, hut she could not move, 
mor could she utter a word or a cry, for the spell of the witches 
wa^upon her. 

Then one of them called to her in Irish and said— 

“Rise, woman, and make us a cake.” 

^ Then the mistress searched for a vessel to bring water from the 
w&ll that she might mix the meal and make the cake, ^ut she 
could find none. And they said to her— 

-“Take a sieve and bring waiter m it.” 

And she took the sieve and went to the well ; hut the water 
poured from it, and .die could fetch none for the rake, und she sat 
down by the well and wept. Then a voice came by her and said— 

" {i Take yellow clay and moss and bind them together and plaster 
sieve so that it will hold.” 

‘g.This she did, o^il the sieve held the w r ater for the cake. And 
voice said again— 

u "JReturn, and when thou comest to the north angle of the * 
JlOtUe, cry aloud three times and sav, * The mountain of the 
Ijj^siHan women and the sky o\er it is all on fire/” 
r^ And she did so. > * 

S/TOieii the witches inside heaifl the call, a great and terrible cry' - 
their lips and they rushed forth with wild lfltoenta- 
shrieks, and fled away to Slieve-QamoU, where wo^thsj'y 
But the Spirit of the Well bade the mistress of the 
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jo enter and prepare her homo agamst the enchantmerita^fe 
the witches If they returned agfiin. * 'A'L - 

Atul first, to break their shells, she sprinkled the water* in 
r which she Had washed her child s feet (the feet-wuter) outsider tlifi, 
door on the threshold; secondly, she took the cake which the witched'! * 
had tnade in her absence, of meal nfixed with the blood draWi* J 
from the sleeping family. And she broke the cake in bits, and ' 1 
placed a bit in the mouth of each sleeper, and they were restored;' ? 
and she took .the clotluthey had woven and ]dace<l it half in andJLj 
.half out of the chest with the padlock; ami lastly, she secured^ 
the door with a great cross-beam fastened in the jambs, so'Ahat < 
they could not enter. And having done these things she waited.\ 
Not long were the witches in coming hack, and they raged and 
called for vengeance. . v l 

u Open ! Open! ” they screamed. u Open, feet-water I n 
“1 cannot,” said the feet-water, “ I am scattered on the ground^/' 
and my path is down to the Lough.’’ . /; 

“Open, open, wood and tree and beam!” they cried to tlie A 
door. 1 A 

“ I cannot,” said the door ; “ for the beam is fixed in the jambs 
and I have no power to move." * ' - 

l< Open, open, cake that we lone made and mingled with blood,” j 
(hey cried again. 

u I cannot,” said the cake, “ for I am broken and bruised, and 
my blood is on the lips of the sleeping children.” * / 

Then the witches rushed through the air with groat cries, and , 
fled back to Sliove-namon, uttering strange curses on the Spirit of 
the Well,yvho liad wished their rum; but the woman and the 1 
house were left in peace, and a mantle dropped by one'of theoO 
witches in her flight was kept hung up by the mistress as a sign or... 
the night’s awful contest; and this mantle was^in possession of’k 
the same family from generation to generation for the hundred 1 ' 
years after. 4 . 


■ THE LEGEND OF BALLYTOWTAS CASTL£yf 

: The' next tule I shall suLcl is composed in n hpliter and mofo.w 
c. modern spirit. All the usual (dements of a fairy tale are to bed* 
1 . found in it, bat the story is new to the nursery folk, and; if 
y illustrated, would make a pleasant and novel addition to tMi. 

A-rather ■vforn-ont legends on which the children of magy gene; 

tieue HaViC been hitherto subsisting. 

A ,Jh oF4 times there lived where Ballyfowtas Castle now 
' named Towpaa, It was in the time when manga 

v $ 1 $ ea^th. with tfie dew of evening, and, Towtas lived fcyy 3 
\ :■ ' ‘ r .‘ . y f 1 

O- vov .f- • 4....i,y.vC 
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ja&rijia, and thus supported himself, for he was a poor raWy 

* ijandi&d^hotliing else. ^ . 

, - .One d*y a pedlar came by that way with a fair young 1 daughter. 

* »/■ us a night’s lodging,” he suid to Tow t as, yfor we-are 

hy^And Towtas did so. ' . 

yNext morning, When they were going-away, his h^art longed 
1 W| fjQ5t the young girl, and he said to the pedlar, “Give me-your 
daughter for my wife.” • , 

“How will you support her p ” ashed the pedlar. 

; “ Better than you can,” answered Towtas, “ for she can never 
y ywant,” 

y , Then he told him all about the manna ; how he went out every 
jj&u tnorning when it was lying on the ground wjj.li the dew, unci 
gpe gathered it, as Ids fatlier and forefathers had done before him, and 
lived on it all their lives, so that he haduiever known want* nojy 
Wv any of his people. ' 

Then the girl showed she would like Jo stay witli the young 
man, and the pedlar consent'd, and they weie married, Towtan 
&r/M*d the fair young maiden; and the pedlar left them and went ’ 
his way. So years went on, and they were very happy and never 
Wanted ; and they had one son, a bright, handsome youth, and as 
clever as he was comely. d 

Am But in due time old Towtas died, and after her husband wsjj 
kV Juried, the woman went out to gather tlie manna as she had seen 
^. > him do, when the dew lay on the ground; but -jlm soon grew tired 
rkt tmd said to herself, “Why should 1 do this tiling e\ery day? 
M I’ll just gather now enough to do the week and then I can have 

she gathered up great heaps of it greedily, and went her 
tfly Wfty into the lunfte. Jilit the >in of greediness lay on her e\er- 
;k- .more; and not a bit of manna fell with the dew that evening,nor 
3ver again. And die was poor, and faint with hunger, and had to 
Jut and work in the Holds to earn the morsel that kept her and 
80U a ^ ve ’ aTlf l ^ ie hegged ponce from tlie people as they went 
chapel, and this paid for her sons schoolmg; so lie went on 
|Wwitb hfs learning, and no one in the county was like him for 
i^'heauty and knowledge. 

day he heBrd the people talking of a groat lord that lived 1 
Bublin, who laid a daughter so handsome that her like watfe, 
*' seen; and all the tine young gentlemen were dying abotitfA 

but she would take none of them. And^ie came home to bi$V‘ 
and said, “ I shall go see this great lord’s duught^f'^ 
I#r , J luck will be mine atoove all the line young gdn tie merry’ 
|fe||ye her.” . - t 

.S&^long, poor fool," Said the mother, “ how can thV 
tS’jfeoratlie iich f ’’ ■ ' ’ ■ .yS ^f 
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be persisted. u If I die on the road,” he said! "‘TCI fr f'?i& 

t ^ iK ^Yait^ then/ she answered, “till Sunday, and w hateVerdi 

H get 111 give you half of it.” So she gave liim half of 

pence she fathered at the chapel door, and Lid him go in the 
name of (tod, ■ ■■ 

fie hadn t gone far when lie met a poor man who asked him f(j$ 
. a trifle foy God’s sake, So lie gave him something-out of Jti$ 
mother s money and went on, Again, another met him, and begged 
for a tritie to buy food, for the .sake of God, and lie gave him aonte^ 
thing also, and then went on 

“ Give me a tritie for (rod’s sake,” cried a vuce, and he saw*a 
third poor man before him. 

“ I have not lung left, ’ said Tow-fas “ hut a few pence ; if I give 
them, I shall have nothing for fond and must die of hunger, But 
come with me, and whatever l can laiv for th i^ I shall share with 
you.” And as liny wyre going on to the mil lie told all his story 
to the beggar man, and how lie wanted to go to Dublin, but had 
now no momy . So flow came to the mu, and lie called for a loaf 
and a drink of milk. If “ Gut the loaf,” he said to the beggar. 
“ You are the oldest.” " ^ 

“ I won’t,” said the other, for he was ashamed, but Towtas 
him. ftaap 

And so the beggar cut the leaf, but though they ate, it i 
grew smaller, and (hough they drank as they liked of the mF Y f 
never grew less. r l lien Towtas ro.se up to pay, hut wlien theF^* 
lady came an 1 looked, “How is tins r ” she said. Youp a ^" 
eaten nothing. I'll not take your mnne\, poor hoy,” but ife ^ aVe 
her take some; and they left the place, and went on their^ raa( ^ 
together. | wa £ 

“Now-,” said tin* beggar man, “ you have been three time^ 
to me do-day, for t li rice 1 have met you, and you gave me lij S 
the sake ot God each time. Set*, now-, I can help also,” b'lpftnr 
reached a gold ring to tin* handsome youth. “ Wherev^^ 
place that ring-, and widi for it, ip_>ld will come—brig-ht y 6 
that you can neoer want while you have it.” gOJttgSO 

Then Towtas put the ring first m one pocket and f 
another, until all his pockets were so heavy with gold that 
scarcely w r alk; but when lie turned to thank the friendly^® CCulci#; 
man, he had disappeared. “ keggjtf* 

So, wondering to himself at all his adventures, he w ■wg* 
until he came at last m sight of the loid’s palace, whT^ 

* ' beautiful to see; bu£ he would not enter in until he \w ca 
.bought 0 fine clothes, and made himself as grand as anyF u ^ *$3$ 
^ and then he went boldly up, and they invited him in, 
j sai4j V Surely he is a king’s son.” And wdien dinner-hour 
igrd J 8 daughter linked her arm with Towtas. and smiled 
-^nd be. drank of the rich wine/and was mad 
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&it'{he|wme overcame liim, and the servants had to carry him to , 
fes bed| tf*nd in going 1 into his room he dropped the ring- from hifc 
"jfibger, flit knew it not. i 

r - Now,in the morning, the lord’s daughter came by,*and cast her 
eras upon the door of his chamber, and there close by it was the 
■ ring sha had seen him wear. 

u All” she said, l< i’ll tense him now about his ring.” And she 
fcput it in Iier box, and wished that she were as rich as a king’s 
^daughter, that so the king’s xui might marry her; and* behold, the 
■box till cel up with gold, so that she could not shut it; and she 
| 3 ut it from her into another box, and that tilled also^ and then 
phe was frightened at the ring, and put it at ln**t in her pocket as 
jthe safest place. 

t But when Towtas awoke and missel the ring, his heart was 
grieved. 

“ Now. indeed,” he said, “ my luck m gone.” 

\ And he inquired of all the servants, and then of the lord’s 
'■lighter, and .-lie laughed, by which he^new she Imd it; but no 
taxing would get it from her, so when all was useless he went 
Sway, and >et out again to reach his old home. 

And he was \ery Tnournful and threw himself down on the 
perns near an old fort, waiting till night came on, for he feared to 
go home in the da\light lest the people should butgli at him for 
his folly. And ahi ut du.-k three cats came out of the fort talking 
'{to each other. 

?* u How k»ng our conk is away,” said one. { 

^ ‘"What can have happm^d to him? ” said another, , 

f And as they were grumbling a fourth cat came up. 

> u AVhat delayed you ? ” they all asked angrily. 

-A Then he told his story—how lie had mot Towtas and giwen him 
the ring. “ And I pist wenl,” lie said, 11 to the lord’s palace to see 
how the young man hoha\ed, and 1 was leaping o\er the dinne •- 
table when the lord’s knife struck my tail ami three drops of bloocl 
fell’upon bis plate, but he mwer saw it and swallowed them wit i 
bis meat. So now he lias three kittens inside him and is dying af 
agony, and can nerar he cured until lie drinks three draughts of 
tho water of the well of Bally towtas.” | 

1 So when young Towtas heard the cats talk he sprang up ani 
.Went and told ffis mother to give him three bottles full of th > 
fwater of the Towtas well, and l^e would go to the lord disguised* 
doctor and cure him. , 

k" So off he went to Hiiblm. And all the doctors in Ireland wer Y 
rebuild the lord, but none of them could tell what ailed hiza,o fgi 
jfeiOjV to cure him. Then Towtae came in and said/ *'I will chf i , 
they gaVe him entertainment and lodging, and wheVhft 
£&&* i^rnshed he gave of the well water three draught# to 
out jumped the three kittens. And 
. 1 a v * *' 





^tr^ibmg, and they treated Towta3 like a prijW v V*Bi^ 



tyho knows what luck I might have Y ” »And he sat down toe: 
' v iti n> wood, and saw there not far off three boys lighting under 

'V<mk>tree. 

;V v “ Shame on ve to %lit so/’ he said to them. “ What is the fi< 
?' about ? y> f 

i' ’’ 'Then they told him. “Our father,” they said, “before' 
died, burned under this oak-tree a ring bv which you e 
be in anyplace in two minutes if you only'wish it; a gob 
^‘ that is always full when standing, and empty only when on 
■* side; and a Jharp that plays anytime of itself that you name 
^ wish for/’ v ‘ 

“I want to divide the tilings,” said the youngest boy, “and' 
uaall go and seek our fortunes as we can.” 

“ But I have a right Jo the whole,” said the eldest. 

And they went on fighting, till at length Towtus said— 

111 tell you how to settle the matter. All of you be hero i 
morrow, and I’ll think over the matter to-night, and I engage y 
, will have nothing more to quarrel about when you come in t 
1 morning.” 

- 1 So the boys promised to keep good friends till they met in t 
morning, and went away. 

When Towtas saw < hem clear off, he dug up the rincr, the gftbl 
j t and the harp, and now said lie, “I’m all right, and they WO] 
Itaye anything to fight about in the morning.” t 

\t Off he set back Again to the lords castle with the ring/t 
gbblet, /( and the harp ; but he soon bethought himself of £ 
powers of the ring, and in two minutes he was in the great h 
y where all the lords and ladies were just sifting down to dign^ 
fijid the harp played the sweetest music, and they $11 listened, 
delight; and he drank out of the goblet which wag never empi 
y j and then, when his head began to grow a little light, “It 
efiougb,” he suid ; and putting his arm round the waist of t 
^ford’s daughter, he took his harp and goblet in the other b&q 
/.and murmuring—“ I wish we were at the old fort by the sido 
' the wood”—in two minutes they were both at the "desired ftpi 
bis head -was heavy with ihe wine, and he laid’ down to 
-yjbtVtJJ beside him and fell asleep. And when she saw hintfi^l^ 
Sfhe took the ring off his finger, and the harp and the goblet, fM 
ground and was back home in her father’s castle befo^ 
aijyjfes.hail passed by. ° . w y- 

-Toytas a wo fee and found his prize gon% tfidall 1 
^^ b^idegfie was like one and. roafiaed^bout,tb^ 










yi£pl$0, Bern? hungry' and tljdmf r 
Mf no sooner had he 1^|W 

nr his’forehead, and grew larger and lohgernfll hefcn^pl 
dike a goat, and all he could do, they would notOOtfri^^ 
|v, indeed, *he was'driven out of his mind^ and thohgS^^ 
|he neighbours would laugh at him; and as he raged 'aiijj^ 
| fh shame, he spied another tree with apples, still brightefl/Jfei 
riraddwold. t ■ t *. * 

f!W l ^’ 61 * 6 to have fifty pairs of horns I must have one of those^/^ 
y Sia; and seizing one, he had no sooner tasted it than the hprn&\|f$ 
off, $nd v he felt that he was looking stronger and h^ndsomerVvT 
$vet, ‘ 

^qw, I have her at last,” he exclaimed. “I'll pul ktoason^^ 
jtii alLand will never take them off until thev give her to thdoy® 
|WW firlde before the whole Court.” * ' 

§v|mttfout further delay he set off to the lords palace, Carrying^^ 
as many of the apples ^s he could bring off the two trees./™ 
Swid when they saw the beauty of the fruit jhey longed for it; and i ^ 
> to them all, so that at last there was not a hea£ to be s 
< in the whole dining-hall. Then they cried out 
to have the horns taken off, but Towtas said— , ' ' ';C%1 
1 fhere they shall be till I have the lord’s daughter 
3r my bride, and my two rings, my goblet, »and my-hartf 
>red to me.” ' * . 

this was done before the face of all the lords and ladies p 
treasures w^re restored to him; and the lord mlaced his 
*^3 hand in the hand of Towtas, saying— ^ 
h her; she is your wife ; only fpee me from the htrns,” * \L 
Towtas brought forth the golden apples; and they all ate,C- ■ 
horns fell off; and he took his bride and his treasury, and- 
thenl off home, where he built the. Castle of Baliytowtas 
dace where stood his father’s huf, and enclosed the welf^l 
he wal]^, And when he had filled his treasure-room with 
that no man could count his riches, he buried bfe fairy 
b deep in the ground, where no man knetf, and no man^M 
yet been able.to fiDd them until this day, ^ 


/ A WOLF STORY. ' 

into wolves ia a favourite subject 'iff- 
tale is told by the peasants 
nights of strange adventures with-- 


sre^now-ja 






akoi^jnt mqfc&m op irSiak^ 

oA^wrvAty w '■ "■ ■* Vl e- 

^,;. o;J '*;' . ,. • ''**.- ’ J, A^V 

■ : > \Yy_jY TOung farmer, pamed Connor, once missedAVer, 'fynabci 
^.fl^mpis herd, and no tale or tidings could be heard of them ; ^ 
Where. b*o he thought he would set out on a search throhgj] 

■A’*,the country ; and lie took a stout blackthorn stick in his h&ud* 

' went his way. All da> he travelled miles and miles, but n&p 
sign of the cattln. And the evening began to grow very di 
:and he was wearied and hungry, and no place near to rest in; 
he was in the nudA of u hleak, desolate heath, with nev^ 
habitation at all m sight, except a long, ]ow, rude sideling, 
the*den of a robber or a wild beast. But a gleam of light 01 
from a chink between the boards, and Cmniur took heart and v 
up and kpocked at the door. It was opened at once by a ' 
thin, «* cy-baired old man, with keen, daik etes. 

'“Come inf he said, “ you aro welcome. We ha\e been war 
for you. This is my wife/’ and lie brought him over to 
hearth, where was seated an old, thin, grey woman, with 1< 
sharp teeth and terrible glittering eyes. 

* “ You are welcome,” she said. “ \Ye have been wailing 

yon—it is time for supper. SLt down and eat with uA’ 

Now Connor was a brave fellow, but be was a little daze* 
fir# at the sight of this strange creature. However, as he hab 
art out stick with him, he thought lie could make a tight for bis 
any way, and, meantime, he would rest and eat, for he was 1 
hungry and weary, and it was now black night, and ho w< 
never tind his way home even if he tried. So lie sat down by 
hearth, yhile the old grey woman stirred the pot dn the 
But Connor felt that she was watching him all the time with 
kefen, sharp eyes. - < 

Then a knock came to the door. And the old man rose $p 

\ opened it. When in walked a slender, young black wolf, 
e immediately went straight across the floor to an inner room,d 
which in a few moments came forth a dark, slender, hands 
- youth, who took his placept the table and looked .hard at Coi 
■ f with his glittering eyes. 

“ You are welcome,” he said, “ we have waited for you.” * 

. Before Connor could answer another knock was heard, an 
- came a second wolf, who passed on to the inner room liktthQ' 
; and soon after, another dark, handsome youtJ 4 came opt 
W, down to supper with Them, glaring at Connor ’vyth his.keefcd 
y but said no word. , f* 

Yb/j These are our sons,” said the old man, “ telMhem 
0 A. .want, and what brought vou here amongst us, for weyli-W* 
C'J y attd don’t*care to have spies and strangers coming to Our plan 
T A 1 , ihen ConDor told his story, Bow he had lost hiaHwo 

id had searched all day and found no traco^of thwlJsS 
’'A' b: popftwiBothih^ of Abe plage he was irn nor. of. the 



thank'them, and makeUhedksrif hli w$| 

all laughed and looked at each other, aiul the oI<j 
^° re ^ lQI1 eNer w ^ ieu s he showed her long, 

^Mthk Connor grew angry, for he was hot tempered ; and fie, 
Jl blackthorn stick himly in his hand and stood up, and 
S&& thdjn open the door fur liim ; for he tvould go his way, since 
^S 6 j,Wotjld ghe no lieed and onl\ mocked liim. 

|vTben $he eldest of the young men stood up. u Wait,” he said 
fierce and e\il, hut we mver forget a kindness. Do von * 
mnember, one day down mthe glen 3 ou found a poor little wolf 
.Of great agony and like to die, because a sharp thorn had pierced 
tosidcP_-*And you gently extracted the thorn and gave him a 
tjglijk’, and went your way lea\ ing him in*peace and rest P M > 
^ CAye, well do I remember it,” said Connor, “ and how’ the poor - 
fttne beast licked my hand in gratitude / 7 

. ,l,<< Well,” said the young man, “ I am tlmt*wolf, and I stall help 
^ can, hut stay with u.y tu-night and have no fear/’ , 

n « nh- v sat dlV "' n a S am t0 su Pl ,l ' r an<1 feasted merrily, and then 
aSt . fc P' u1 ^ Connor knew nothing more till he awoke 
g.the morning and found himself by a large bkv-rick in his own- 

imd.^ 4 

•t^ow, surely,” thought lie, •• the adventure of last night was ! 
W W1 a aream, and 1 shall certainly find mv cows when I <r 0 ■■ 
for that excellent, good young wolf promised his help, and 
tv certain he would not deceive me.” 

Mvh W j en . 1r “ rrived ll0nle aild looked over the yard and the 
HWla THid the held, there was no sign nor sight of the"cows. So * 

jgjjrew'very sad and dispirited. But just then he espied i% the 
g^Oiose by three of the most beautiful strange cowa*he had ‘ 
Wf set eyes on. “ These must hare strayed in,” he said, “ from 
^‘neighbours ground;” and lie took his big stick to drive 
^fu outpf the gate off the field. Jkt when he readied the gate. 
fM'fifood a young Meek wolf watching; and when the cows' ■ 
.M-to puss out at the gate lie bit at them, and drove them back. 
M|eocAor knew that his friend the wolf had kept his word. 
BS^lfet thfe cows ^-0 quietly back to the field ; and there theV ? 
Mtoed) and grew to be the finest in the whole country, and J 
^^tesbendants ar e flourishing to this day, and C 6 nno/greW ^ 
^Wljgroapered * for a kind deed is never lost, fiut brings good /$ 
for evermore, as the old proverb says : . * , 


u Blessings are won, 

; + By a good deed dtJ&o/C 





^fhnily, though he mourned much whenever 4 i 
t was brought into the town for the sake of the re 
^.excellent friend might be the victim. At that ; fim 
t^pives ifl Ireland liad increased to such an extent, 
iFdeaolation of the country by constant wars, that a rewaciJ-^ 
Coffered and a high price paid for eVery wolf’s skin brought 
•the cfurt of the justiciary; and this was iu the time oftWg 
^EUiabeth, when the English troops made ceaseless war bgafitj 
j r ^ people, and there were more wolves in Ireland thtfirmtt 
^ftud the dead Jay unburied in hundreds on the highways* fortfcfl 
/Were no hands left to dig them graves. £& 

, » V” 


<THE EVIL EYE. 


r\. v ; ’ V -XT 

^7f- Thbeb is nothing more dreaded by the people, nor cons*®) 
y^v'^niore deadly in its effects, than the Evil Eye s -b- 

r,\ It may strike atfany moment unless the greatest, precaution#< 
tatei, and even then there is no true help posable unless W.f« 
*' doctor is at once summoned to pronounce the mystic 
-can alone destroy the evil apddatal influence. 

7^' -There are several modes in whi<j)i the Evil Eye can acfyp 
li^jpoA more deadly than others. If certain persons are tmi 
* fiwt thing in the’morning, you will be unlucky for thQ.wft#4 
day in all you do. If the evil-eyed comes in to flWg 
fc -boka4xedly ou anything, on cattle or on a child, there ml 


IfMm fflai^e; a fatality which cannot be evaded tfx&pt by* 
ll^ttianter-cliftrra. But if the evil-eyed mutters a verse 

- * cliild, that child will assuredly die. --- r -- ;i 

evil, and no charm haa power tp resist it 0T 


evi», tuiu uu tutu ui t ^ ,—. ' . i 4 

Main. Sometimes the process of bewitchujg is effected byfc 
Sjedly et. the object, through nine fi ngers; especially tfffifr 
U*1 ft the victim is seated by the fire in the evening^ 

fulL Therefore, ta aVoid being sospjcted' 

vil Eye, it is necessary at once, when lookingnt a c^, 

" M ble« it." And when passing a .farmyard WK*£ 
lolteeted for milking, to say, “ The blessing ot QoA 
■.bn sil your labours." If tbir form is omHwqg 
;Wapprehet4»d,'and the people 
alira, unless a. cmffier^hwjS* 






errwjfffWSfe. 








ho know/ 1 she said to her husband, ^frut t| 
help us.” So they asked her to come in and> 
y she k>eked at the -child she said (i God blear it,” 

flpat tnree times at it, and then sat down. 

" "Now, what will you give rae, ft she said, 41 if I tell 
K^ ^ aita the child ? ” 

N:* 41 I will cross your fiand with silver/’ eaid the me 

y' much as you want, only speak,” and she laid tl\e mon 
womans hand. “Now tell me the truth, for the sake a 
vv name of Marv, and the good Angels.” 

. ’ “ Well,” said the st ranger , u the fairies have had your c 

two days in the lulls, and this is a changeling they hare 

J dace. But so many blessihgs were said on your child 
Airies can do it no haVm. For there was only'om 
wanting, and only one person ga^e the Evil Eve. Now 
watch for this woman, carry her into the house and se 
v off a piece of her cloak. Then burn the pic#e close to 
: till tire smoke as it rhvjs makes him sneeze ; and when' thj 

■ ^ the spell is broken, and your own child will come ba 
* safe ai>d sound, in place of the changeling,” 

_Then the stranger rose up and went her way. 

1 , All that evening the mother watched for the old wort 
, kat she spied her on the road. 

. v il Oome in,” she cried, (k come in, good woman, and r& 
^ . -Cakes are hot on the griddle, and supper is ready.” 

Vlg; So the woman came in, but never said 44 God bless yo 
man or mortal, only scowled at the child, who cr 
y^XfbAn ever. 

* Now the mother had told her eldest girl to cut off a pj 
yi old woman’s cloak, secretly, when she sat down to eat.j 
* ;• did as she was desired, and handed the piece to h| 
^unknown to any one. But, to their sunrise, this 
done than the woman rose up and went out without J 
r r ^vord ; and they saw her no more. v " 

iTlien the fatlier carried the child outside, and home 
3v^S,‘4rf cloth before the door, and held the boy over the an 
^*V^h$esed three times violently : after -which he gavfrt^ 
the mother, who laid him in his bed, where be ale 
a smile on bk face, arid cried no more wifti fb^ 
when he woke up the mother knew that ab« 
MjSwa darling child back from the fairies, and np ev| 

^ to him any more. 



ous and. n»Ii 

th mvj. 
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p|PJgEp^f^f#f|^P 

^^'perlect zltet itaIcind, and ★bich 
ip^«nd admiration, 1& peculiarly liable to the fatal blight w 
_E>wathe glftoce of the Evil Eye. It is therefor® an-i^vf 
|e habit amongst the peasantry never to praise anything with** 
%itantjy adding, “God bless it;” for were this formula ^ 


,7 -o' n , for were i-m» 

^orst consequences would befall the object tJ<ww ^ 
superstition must be of great antiquity in Ireland^ fori"1 
Fomorian an ^ berof is spoken of in am ancient 
jnUfifcript as able to petrify bis enemies by a "glance; and bow he ’ 
$ possessed of the, power is thus narrated:— ' , ^ 

5A as the Druids were busy at their incantations, while 

JjOtpng a magical spell or charm, young Balor passed by, ai^d - 
to see their work, looked in afc'an open window. Ah that £ 
Wvpiettl; the Druids happened to raise the lid of the caldron, apd J, i 
jwtflf^apour, escaping, passed under one of Balor’s eyes, carrying * 
^dthit all the venom of the incantation. This caused his brow .1 
rOw to such a size that it required four men to raise it when- 
be Wanted to exert the power of his venomed glance over his t, 

, ^tnea. He was slain at laA in single combat, according to the V 
ftMimt legend, at the great bat tie of Magh-Tura* (the plain of tha - 55 
towers), fought between the Eirbolgs and the Tuatha-de-Dananfta 
R)r the possession of Ireland several centuries before the Christian. 

’ l° r t. . be ^ ore ^ alor 3 brow could be lifted so that lie could a 
gatisftx his enemy and strike him dead with the terrible power of*£ 
fa® glance, bis adversary flung a stone with such violence that ttlli 
HWfet. right through Evil Eye, and pierced the skull, ai#l the : A 
Pwhty magician f j rise no more. ’ ’ 

interesting/ ount of this battle, with a remarkable con-' ^ 
iion of the Wends respecting it still current irf the district; $? 
Sir William Wilde, in his work, “Lough Comb; its A; 
ftQiQQtfod Islands,” In the ancient manuscript, it is recorded^ $ 
£*' young hero having been slain while bravely defending hiJ ^ 
&^fthe Firbolg army erected a mound over him, eactfmfm V 
7W a stone, and the monument was henceforth*known as tbd^h 
(the cairn of the one man). Having examined^ 
^y with a transcript of this manuscript indiia hand, Sm‘,§ 
am fixedron the particular mouDd, amongst the many atona-.fi 
mattered over the plain, which seemed to agre# beat witfc^ 
owK^tion, Ind Tiad it opened carefully under .-hi® QtSj^S 


^withip 


q , jne w*s flrsk discovered, laid -borixofanlly i 
meayidt r covering a ®n$tm square chamber foniwd*! 
;W ^fach w^ # ««?« *m of baked day, graceful ^ 
^bd ornampntatkm, containing'inc^rated/btitfjf 























































* 1 '^ w 

— thak the P**& <* fa«cinitioS:Mm4&i»l 

1 * 11 ^ I? 0 * “ecessarily an' evil power like the EnlEr^M 
faS\ ln a ^markable degree by learned and wisV tiodk 
^^Beeiall^ poets, so that they could make themselves loved Sh 

0 ,glance iboutThe^ -<in lce<1 ' Ij y th e influence of th 

J.; glance. About the year 1, DO, a young man resided in the nil 

t, *“o“«»'i«i> >f> ■s a 

V- .-;P 8t -iVitures—eyes that even without necromancy have been knot* 
.*•> to ® xero < f e .“ Po^rful magnetic influence over female2*“ jJ 

k-' ^°ung poet fixed his eyes earnestly on her face for sontn 

; : vJK£ri. then ' 1r' y uw r* *** Mt ^ ”<^,*25 

V - towi1 , 1 ' 1 ' 1 “ &m aU 6 -reve of trees ,ust opposite. Thert'hh 

•V - house'uT if nr m 0 , 1 V: tln * ajrtt | n ' f a tre c, and facing'the 

'yy% »warwuh^t^^d admi * ng ^ ^ 

/ V *> "S™’ ^ 

*k *£*»>** flowed him slowly^step bvstep^down 
f? r ? alds ftrew alarmed, mid culled to her father who ran ohb 

hw fl> St °C W 8he -v,r turZ 5 

•Sf/heSi, f -7 0U " g raani . tlowever - looked round; m 
! ,v f, the whole family in pursuit, quickened his ft*** 

; * knc % fixedly at the’girl for a mome n 7 mm 
> sprang towards him, and they were both almost “utof (iJhK 
:when one of the maids espied a piece of paper tLl to a brafii 
7 *, tr6e ^° r i e the p0Pt llftd re ^ eti - From curiosity she tofrk^ 

’^dantS “n)* '? mom . e, V he knot untied, the farnS 
• iX ShteT sudden, y stopped, liecame quite still, and when Hm, 

l-tfEZZit l,im - “ h " “ » •**$ 

■iV- "^ 7 '™ fl ue sti°nerl, she said that she felt herself drawji hv'aifl 
r . ; n T bte ) force to follow the young stranger wherever he murhffl 

r %for < 1 hfr , iife s fttfi l fl baw , foltowed bln > through thewordl 
'tisfrt- n f seemed to he bound up in his; Jha had no wittttfWa 

i®iif n ii 'ik S Ci ^ ns f , 10,18 of “othing.else but his presence, Sudd^a!! 

spell was broken, und then she hoank KerfMslB 



dpefiea, w#ecfounded' 
i# blood /and irvtVw'owfef-^ ** 

Sator. - i ’Vf'JS^ 

.. ’ £ re P°- -S,V 

4,- lenet. ' 4 «;v 

;f, . Opera. /V 

I - Ivotas. ' . p v 

|&^3ettere are so arranged that read in any way, right to left* 
gft to right, up or down, the same words are produced, and wbap« 
Wfa^teiiin blood with a pen made of an eagle s feather, they form* 
Sf|»bani] which no woman (it is said) can resist; ,but the incredu* 
fottrreader can easily test the truth of this assertion for bimwlIV 

*'M" 1 ■vf- 

^ >!/ 

: '^Tbese popular stories are provokingly incomplete, and one caQ^ 
tot help regfetting that the romance of " The Poet ani tins': 
Etprmer’§ daughter ’ was not brought to a happy termination; but- ; 
he Irish tales are in general rather incolmrent, more like remehi^ 
^rred fragments ofancient stories than a complete^ well-organized! 
[jamatic composition, with lights well placed, and a striking-* 
jatastffophe. The opening is usually attractive, with the excitiiw^’ 
onnula, ‘ Once^upon a time, from which one always expects $0^ 
inch ; and there is sure to be an old woman, weird and 
he, capable of the most demoniacal actions, and a mysterlou^p 
Ifttnwho promises to b# the unredeemed evil spirit of the tafei$ 
^mth^.end they both turn out childishly harmless, and tbfe 
KiFflcfyons seldom go bey olid stealing their neighbours’ butter, 

a pretty girl, which sins mere mortals would' be quit&y 
do, even without the aid of “the gods of the earth” anfe 
m? renowned leader, Finvarra, the King of the Fairies*, The’*- 
®0Wmg tale, however, of a case of abduction by fair# - po,\yer*i$X; 

instructed. The hero of thq. narrative has our sympathy^ 
Jd, interest, and it ends happily, which is considered a great -t 

Wt-PJ™ . ' as th ^ disll ^° a tale t0 ^icb, they cantmti 
epilogue, the hearty and ont&poketf-F Tbflu£jpod^^j 


THE STOLEN BRIDE. 

■ y ^ v' N , 

year ldTO there wa/a fine young fellow 

■ Hfci 
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rn mre going to cast him down a second time, when#" 
man pleaded for him, and carried him off with a strong 1 


-safe to shot 


f nd he, “ you are safe, hut mind, the spirits are wal&j- j 

fou, jand if ever again yo# beut your poor good wife, and knock"' 
lit ttt) tilings at home just to torment, her out of her life voif '' 
rtU die npon that rock as sure us fate." And he vanished. <. 
So fropi that tune forth the man was us meek as a mouse,for heC 
^ afraid.; and whenever he went by the rock in his boat het 
a ? irmt0 ’ (in ! 1 M “ 1 11 little prayer for his wife wit}* 
h . er ' . 1 Al1 ' 1 tllls l; 'T r away the evil, and they both' 

^.together happily eier after to a great old ago. 

8 , 18 * nlt a ru<le 1 ap ^ '- J t the moral is good, and the threat'. 
Mtnbut.vejustiee shows a laudable spirit of indignation on the' - 
|*9 r the fairy race against the tyranny of man over the weaker ' 


THE PRIEST’S SOUL. 

i l hic f al 1) pUrpo8e 18 1K,t » ft0n to be detected in the Irish legends O 
* . . 0 following tale combines an inner meaning with the inci- ■ 
ntsrn a profound and remafkabl.- manner. The idea that under- 8 
la the story is very subtle and tragic; Calderon or Goethe might! - 
gefounded a drama on it; and Browning’s genius would find ft "* 
^ng subject m this contrast between the pride of the audacious.' 
^relying sceptic in the hour of his triumph and tho moral agony ' 
at precedes his punish men t and death. & J “ 

III former days there were great schools in Ireland where eterv ' 
learning was taught to tho people, and even the poorest^* 
<^iOOre knowledge at that time than many a gentleman has now.- ; 

I ' learning was above all. so that the'* 
he whole world, and many kings from .Vi 
heir sons all the wuy to Ireland to be' ’> 
)ols, ' ■ 

as a little boy learning at one of them 
r 0I te for hi# cleverness. Ilia parent* ' 
, and of course very poor; but young;^ 
as, no king*s or lord’s son could 
n the masters vfere put to shame. fo££| 
ach him he woifld tell them eomethip|JS 
ind sho^ them their ifruofance Ob&w 
Argument; and he would go ozMglffl 





jjji^ 

gp# ijefld QW thstv either." ,„' ^5sf!| 

®h jrel was kittle puzzled*, ‘ ‘■'.'^S 

Ifi&l? said h P “I’ll loll vnil rrrViof T rtnn A r\ f/M.’ TtAii 


L’ said he, “ I’ll fell you what I can do for you, 

:6r lire now on earth^ior a hundred ytars enjoying ever&o$ 
and then bo cast into Ilell fur ever; -or you may dieWj/^ 


*4 and then bo cast into Ilell fur ever; -or you may 
‘-lour houts^n the most horrible torments, and pass tlirougjS^ 
^ ere remain till the Day of Judgment, if only 
k^some one person that behe\e$, and through his 


V f " -- v . VVJ U11U v AJ A v i- 4 , JLA UJ UV A fWA 

gf Will he vouchsafed to you and your soul will bo saved,” 
ftgpriest did not taky five minutes to .make up his mind.. - 
t|;wriliiave death in the twenty-four hours/’ he said, u SiythaifVjl 
IsOul may be saved at last.” i~' v|p| 

5 1 this the angel gave him directions as to what he was to etch 
‘-bit him. - ' ^ 

hen, immediately, the priest entered tin* large yoom where, 

,scholars and the kings’ sons were seated, and called ou^ fo/y/J 
f^/ 1 ^ 4 ^ . v/feio 

TOW, tell me the truth, and let none fear to contradict; jnfiT'Jlw 
\ m ^hat is your belief. 1U \e men souls ? ” 

.Master/ they answered, “ once w r e believedDiat men had soiplisMjS 
^thanks to your teaching, we believe so no longer. There 
fcifill, and no Heaven, and no God. This is our belief, for.ifcjii® 
lyyou taught us.” 

hen the priest grew pale with fear and cried out — 1u List^l'Ml 
TOjtou a lie. There i$-a God, and man has an immortal sotlK^sl 
Shave now all I denied before.” * , 1 

S^th^sliouts of laugSter that rose\ip drowned the pjiest^J^ 
they thought lie was only trying them for argumen,h’/v^ 
it, master,” they cried , il prove it. Who has ever seinyfeS 
(A. WJ 10 has ever seen the soul r ” . ■ ^VS 

|W; the room w*as stirred with their laughter. /-h. 

pr, priest stood up to answ r er them, but no word could 

^OQueuce, all his powers of argument had gono/ro'ii^^ 
|lpra T Wcould dp nothing but wring his hands and cry cwLW*llj 
Ppjuje is a Godd there is a God I Lord have mercy 

|||$key all, began to moci?hina, and repeat, his. own 
g|^t%>t them—' — - - \ 

dAt* ;^(how us your God.” * . * • r * " 

Wm them-groan in trwith afi'onv^fdr he-- 










IP 

Swathe 


^ Apishes-siri} and a Heaven and a fTell^ atrd thfri m*n* : 
mojNlsou], destined for eternaidiappiDess or misery.*/ 
t pray,” said the cUBd, “ to have OOurage to "do tl*U work A 
B kneeled down and prayed. Then when he rose up he. 
penknife and struck it into the priest’s heart, and struck 
jj $trifck again till all the fle-di.was lacerated; but still the 
li^ed though the agony was horribly for he could not die 
th$ twenty-four hours had expired. At last the agony.' 
feipaed, cease, and the stillness of death settled on his face., 
jffe the child, who was watching, saw a beautiful living* 
ihpture) With four snow white wings, mount from the dead 
bedv into the air and go fluttering round his head. 

BfV'So'he ran to bring the scholars; and when they saw it they all 
iifthw'it was the soul of their master, and they watched with 
*% 0 frder and awe until it pa^od fioni sight into the clouds. 
to 1 And this was the first butterfly that was e\er seen in Ireland; 
.add now all men know that tlie butterflies are the souls of the 
dead waiting for the foment when they may enter Purgatory, 
^nd.so pass through torture to purification and peace. 
jjtovBut the schools of Ireland were quite deserted after that time,, 
people said, AVhat is the use of going so far learn wKfen the 
|jKl9est man in all Ireland did not know if he had a soul till he was 
|3!|ar .{osing it; and was only saved at lust through the simple 
of a little child ? 

$ti$ke allusion in this clever tale to the ancient Irish schools is 
Sftsbjion historical fact. From the seventh to the tenth century 
jM^laild was the centre of learning. The great Alfred of England 
a.student at one of the famous Irish seminaries, along with, 
^jtjier^r'oyal and noble youths, and there formed a life-long fitend- 
|pp with tire learned. Adamnanl who often afterwards was a 
guest at. the Court of King Alfred. Other eminent 
are known tA history as the teachers and evangelizers, 
|S|§^Jrt>pe* Alcuin, the Irish monk, became the friend and secre- 
m Charlemagne, and founded, at. Aix-la-Chapelle, the first 
School in the imperial dominions. And the celebrated- 
ipm&gs and Albinus, two Irishmen of distinguished ability and 
mpfcihgj aided thetmp^ror not only in educating the people, but 
mmmm a school for*the nobles within his own palace. v 
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T*BE FAIRY RACE. '/ 
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pon^paua 03 a punishment for; t|b^ 

^^ a **^ J > andtewelt there, Jjfog before man w4ef)iwj 

mJfor t %r Bt gods of th ^ eartl b 0thers int0 the #>£p 

TOwthemaelves beautiful fairy palaces of crystal and pearfom 
#fe#h the waves; but on moonlight nights they often coumy 
gbelaod, riding their white horses, and they hold revels wi& t 
ffl&ry ktndred of the earth, who live in the"clefts of the hill® 
to & etlu ‘ ron tke greensward under the ancienttt 
drink nectar from the cups of the flowers, which ig the f 


jgfjpie. _ 7 

pf? ^tker fairies, however, are demoniacal, and given to evit 
gtolicious deeds; for when cast out of heaven they fell into \ 
fe^Ji tiiere tIie devi1 ^olds tllcm under llis rule, and. sends tl 
^Xorth as he wills upon missions of evil to tempt the souls of 3 
downward by the false glitter of sin and pleasure. Tii^se $pi 
^dwell under the earth and impart tlieir knowledge only to ceri 
persons chosen of the devil, who gives^them power £0 m 
ymcantations, and brew love potions, and to* work wicked spy 
th i7 CiLU different forms b#their*knowledge aM 

hfofjsertfm magica£ kerbs. 1 

0 w itcb woihen who have been taught by them, and'll 
become tools of the Evil One, are the terror of the net 
i they have all the power of the fairies and alt** 
-tottlice^of the devil, who reveals to them secrets of times and^fij 
t&to.d secrets of herbs, and secrets of evil spells; and by the 
magic they can effect all their purposes, whether for gj 
P 6 x ill. * "f 

^,/The fairies of the earth are small and beautiful. r fbey pa^i 
^fklydove music and dancing, and live luxuriously i n their pal 
^nder the lulls and in the deep mountain caves; knd th&ftj 
jiObtain all things lovely for their fairy -homes,'' merely 
^ttength of their mhgie power. They canuilso assume all#* 
^fld'Will never know' death until the last day comes, wbeVi 
wfcom is to vanish away—to be annihilated for ever, 

i ealous of tilti human race.whotare so tall and strong 
whom has-been promised immortally. And they are^j 
pted by the be&uty of a mortal woman ahd greatly,- dost 
t^her ns a wife. ( ' \ py. ^ 

& children of such marriages have a strange vaystj^ 
become famous ip'musje and song., 
and not .easy to 





^ ’■ ’ -'J#. tf*^*,’* ' , 

Jt Hp^ffedS'tSirid^u for Aiming au(f mortis; anJ 

the food they Brough? ^lm, he flavor grey?- $ T _ 
’jfiger, and on Sundays when they went to mats, 1 they wtt* 
l£Uj> ai^l left him alone in the place with plenty of food,- yjj^j 
™efe wae a fine field close by, and one Sunday, coming homjfr&Bf 
gfeaSs earlier Mian usual, they saw a great companV of peopfcbowj^ 
/lug in the field, and the sick man amongst them, hut at tbffc! 
foment he Vanished away; and when the family reached h,onift>; 
/there was the sick man lying fast usleep in lus bed.’ g’v^ 

y “Get up,” they said, “for we liave seen you bowling with tB@; 
/fairies, and y<>u sha’n’t eat or drink any nmro at our exaehse.’h 77, 
w But he refused, and said lie was too ill to move. Then they 
/made down a large fire of turf and said, “ Get up, or we’ll lay you 
, %n the fire and break the fairy suell.” And they took hold of hijftl 
^to'burn him. Then lie v*as frightened, and rase up and went out/ 
fld the .door, and they watched him till lie stopped in the field', 
where the hurlers played, and lay down there in the grass; but 
‘when they went up to linn he was dead, 7* 

y/ A man going to his,work one morning early saw two woraefll 
£oing up to a house, and one said, k * There is a beautiful boy 
this bouse, go in and hand it out to nrejrond we’ll leave the dead 
\ child in its place.’’ And the other went in at the window as she, 
^vai told, and handed out a sleeping child, and took the dead child 
and laid it in the bed witliin. Now the man saw it was faify 
work,.and he went over and made the sign of the cross on tli& 
( sleeping child, whereupon the two women "bricked as if they had 
-^been struck, 1 and fled away, dropping the child on the grass. Them; 
771)0 man took it up gently, and put it under his coat, and wen# 
/away to his wife. 

a- ^Hei4,” be said,“ take care of this child till I gome back, and 1 
jburn q^turf beside the cradle to keep off the fairies.” . 

'When he passed by the house again, where h^ had seen tho 
"Two women, fie heard a great crying and lamentation; and 
Centered in and asked what ailed them, ’77 

jfe “See here,” said the mother, “mv child is dead in 
pft died in the niglif, and no one near.” And she wept bitterlyE| 
“ Be comforted,” said the man; “ this is a fairy changeling, 
is safe! ” and he told her the story. “ Now,” lie eai$/N$lv 
don’t believe me, just lay this dead child outlie fire, 
will happen.” . * 

r|N;^b r jBhfi made down a good fire, and took the dead child jjt 
laid it on the hot turf, saying, “ Burn, bum 1 " x ’ 
e'^^yil, bujp; but if of God and. the Saints, be 
child no soon^pfelt the' five than it 
frit* a ei^ 
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-l THE LADY WITCH. 


ihifhdred years ago there lh ed a woman hi JoyckPou^ty* y 
Sfrfiofc all the neighbours were afraid, for she had always plenty(‘;'5 
fmOhiy, though *io one knew limv she enme by jt; and tbs beat 
IjSyfiijg and drinking went on at her house, chiefly ai night— 
S$?«£SB fowls and Spanish wines in plenty for all comers. And 
h$fi people asked how it all eame.slie laughed and said, “I hay0'Lf ; J 
j^foiit,” hut would tell them no more. ’iy'y 

So the w%rd went though the count! that she hud «ld herself ! T 
We Evil One, and could have e\erything she wanted by merely r«^ v 
fitting^ and willing, and because of her riches they called hetTr 1 *. 
Phe Lady Witch,” t 

She never went out hut at night, and then*always with a bridle L " v ?| 
i‘ ^vhap in her hand , and the sound of a horse galloping was iyo 
bid often far on m the night along the roads near her nouse. ,y 1- 
Then a strange story was whLpored about, tjiut if a young man ; 
mL of her Spanish vunes at nipper and afterwards fell aaJetdV y'^ 
y would throw the brid^f o\er luin and change him to a horaegW'L 
1 ride him all over the country, and \sliatever she touched with .VL ; , 
t whip became hers. Fowls, or butter, or wine, or the new- .gyS 
^de cakes—slip 1 had but to wish and will and thev were r carried "Wv'q 


spirit hands to her hoiee, and laid in her larder. Then whin, y 
1 ride was done, and she had gathered enough through the gd 
Bfttry of all she wanted, she took the bridle off the young man F 
the came hack to his own shape and fell asleep; and when 
fcke he had no knowledge of all that had happened, and tbp' •$*> 
ly Witch bade hinrcome again and drink of her Spanish win$8 
>ft-en as it pleased him. , ,tf 

there was a fine bra\e young fellow in the neighbourhood 
f he determined to make out tlie truth of the story, So he 
*n went back and forwards, and made friends with the Lady 

t , and eat. down to talk to her, but always on the watch. 'Ahg 
ie took a great fancy to him and told him lie must come to 
softie night, and she would give him the best of everything, 
^umust taste her Spanish wine. k 

V&hei named the night, and he went gladly, for he was filled;.^ 
furiosity. Anti when he arrived there was a beaut ifuhsupper jL 
lid*p]enty of wine to drink; and he ate and drank, but was Jof 
jttB about the wine, and spilled it on the ground from h%jj^ 
her head was turned away. Then he pretended to J 
she said— f \ \ : 

m ybft are weary. lie *lown there oft^hc bqngh4 m 




,-oply breathed the jLre 
Wept softly -and took the bndle 
flings it over his head; but he started up; ahq^d}$SS 
threw it over the woman, who was immediately £hft$gls 
spanking ^grey mare. And he led her ott and 
|g>Mck and rode away as fast a9 the wind till be camedi^ 

jSf"* ikfo, smith, he cried* “rise up and shoe my mare, for sir®! 
Ijjffcaty'after the journey.” A' »$& 

4 ,;And th^mith gotup and did his work As he was bl% Weight* 

f roqgv Then the young man mouilted*agein, and rode ba$fc8§ 
e wind to the house of the Witch; and there he tookk>flkflB 
feidle^and she immediatedy regained her own form, and 
Sown in a deep slefep. * , yH 

■ But as the shoes had been put On at the forge without kayij$| 
the proper forpa of words, they remained on her hands and mI 
ip power on earth could remove them. , 

JASo^he never rase from her bed again, and died not long &£tjj| 
^grief and shame. 4 And, not one in the whole country w<Hyf| 
S3kW the coffin of the Lady Witch to the grave; and the tyifS 
Stas burned with fire, and of^allber riches nothing was left bu$l 
tiStadful J of ashes, and this was flung Jo the *fohr points 
^ndAhe four winds of heaven; so the enchantment was bfblfij 
i^d the power of the Evil One ended* 


p£. f ETHNA the BRIDE. ' '."'M 

fairies, as we know, are greatly attracted by the beaut-] 
ttprtal women, and Emvarra the king ‘employs 

Fgritesto find out and carry off wben possible* the j __ 

f6d;bridel in the country. These arey spirited.away by exicfiS 
Wt-to his fairy palace at Knockma imTuam where tJhey-fiSi 
fairy* spell, forgetting . all 4 pbout the earthly 
j%hed to‘passive enjoyment, as in a sweet dream, by tq© 
mmmf the fytry music, which has the power to lull iW' 
Trance olecstasy. 'Y 

sjwas once a great lord in that part of the country 
M wife callwEthna, the loveliest bride fifriBT 
Hwtebapd wa$ proud, of her; that day af 






m^d^r to her room, where she ley long quita 
i>ut towards the morning she woke up ajid deblaryd 
,6sed tfcfe night in a beautiful palace, and was so bapp^Jgls 
Oged to sleep again and go there in her dreams. A.nd^|j 
iea by her all day, but when the shades of evening fnth$|il 
icastle, low music was heard at her window, and 
feMl ®to a deep trance from which nothing couhifotise her* *Wm 
$*£** per old nurse was set to jvatch her; but the Woma;i gr mm$s 
jfarY in the silence and fell asleep, and never awoke till the> suhji8|kj 
Kmen. And when she looked'towards the bed, she saw todi$fc$jS§ 
+^-that the'young bride had disappeared, xhe whole hous^S^ffl 
roused up at once, and search made everywhere, but. 

He pf her could be found in all,the castle, nor in the gajden^^^S 
sJ5*.the park. Her husband sent messengers in every direct 
;-to tj l 6 purpose—no one had seen her; no sign of her <ftuldibff£pif 
tfd,living or dea^, ■? „ * 

fljfen the young lord mounted his swiftest steed and gallop^^ya 
htoS to Kno^cma, to question Finvarra, the fairy J|ng, if 
Hjgive any tidings of the bride, or direct him where to 
^ier; for he and Finvarra were friends, and many a good 
Jptfnish wine had been left outside the window of the castle af^^ 
b’bjfordhe fairies to carry away, by order of, the young k>r9>tJpffi 
little dreamed now that Fmvarra himself was the traitdf 
^galloped on like mad till he readied Knockma, the bill o$W8 
fairies. ' >* * 

he stopped to rest his horse by thj fairy rath, he beatdJljj 
air above him, and one said— % 

glad is Fimarra now, far he. has the beautiful bride 
palace at lad j and never more Vill she see her husband^®! 

Wfctf aWered another, u if lie djg down through Mie 
pjSh# of the earth, be would find his bride; but the $ork % 
the wav is difficult, and Finvarra has mote power thtt$ 

yet to Se seen,” exclaimed the young lord* _ T 

_ ' deytl, nor Finvarra himself shall stancFietweon ine , 42 p|| 

[' and on the instant he ^ent wojjd kwA** 
pwfrJog^her all the workmen an5 lab^rer^Sr, 

" '"“rte shades iuid pidti&etf, 


EB??? wj«m-they'*«>fed &ffflS 

ll*. ^ ’ yd ht ‘ was Powerful over earth 

{h?n with' thfe work fund t Intrench Ir^l 0,111 llP - made tbe 
YM o the centre of the fill An, ) d "f Wldeau<i 

h&lWy 8 will, the aarae i f Vt 8 , Went " n fnr tllr( ‘ e <%«, *>S 
piglit and the hill looked thXme u!‘l Z"* P '“ \' W } affain * 
^.neiU'er to the fairy nuluce, " ' furp ’ anJ they were 

Wfo, ,-fhcn f}l0 VOUIJO’ Jorrj -yroq ron f l„ ]• r r 

Suddenly he heard a toic h ea hi h] 6 T nnd , H 
V.tie woais it haul were the^e— " a " bls l ,w 1,1 ^ air,r«$ 

>»** eRftl1 - VUU hare ** »P «*, and your wo^ 

‘^lUe'countn- ^XrwU fromTl'' a ' Kl V “‘"V™" 1 tl,n »4 

sgr 111 »"£& 

£»£•• “ * »■ ^rewawg 

“S^SS=S5"k| 

Won ..ink., n IjInwTn r0..''fniVv i.'hn ''' ^ n ' f \ ° f ,ll0 ^PWrhlJ 
OaJl 'rhifn 1 ,murr H’ 1 ' , e VP nil.In,”nuid auotw; ■'amt*, 

tec s fc. "ttr^y 

^W^estnut steed and ro$e to the,head ofT'"'-* 
sn,ft watted; ahd just the rer* lfn-n+ o-Mi 






E erupbelora Sin, and 

^stle, And there they laid Et&ntofti 
r eyes end spake no word, Bo day afw $iyt> v, | 
e never spake or smiled, but seemed tike oue r -iJt^^ 

w fell upon every one, for they feared she ba4~j$ 
: ood ; and that the enchantment would ne\er WyV 
^ken| So her husband wa> veiy miserable. But one evening i 


the Was riding- home lute, lie heard \oices m the air, aud one Orr> 

wmskid— /^y t 

ft ^ 5 s 710 ^ a year and a day since the young lord brought hmt^^ 
beautiful wife from Fimurra; hut what good is she to him FgJ'A 
wpoechles," and lilo* one (lead ; for her spirit is with't 
anes though her form G there beside him.” * J-i 

Then another voice answered— , w t 

^ ^Vnd so she will remain unless the spoil is broken. lie mu£t .A 
doose the girdle from lier waist that is fastened with an on*- ? 
lflmted pin, and burn the girdle with .fire, and throw the asljJ&sT 
rfore theyloor, and bury the enchanted pm in tho earth; theikj^y 
ill her spirit come back from Fain-land, and she will once more» f % 
teak and have true life.’’ * ’ 

Rearing this the young lord at once set spurs to his horse, and, 
i reaching- the mstle hastened to the roon^whore Btiina lay 
?r CWfucli silent and beautiful like a waxen figure. Then, betogfcg# 
iter mined to test the truth of the .spmt \oices, lie untied the AA 
^lOj find after much difficulty extracted the enchanted pin 
refolds, But still fithnu spoke no word ; then he took tne girdVfh' 1 
id'burned it with tire, and strewed the ashes before the door f ijfk 
1<1 bo buried the enchanted pin in a deep hole in the earth, 
ftury thorn, that no hand might disturb the spot, After wMclygf 1 
Returned to his young wife, who smiled ay sin* looked it hitn/^| 
id held forth her hand. Great, was his jov to sea the soul/Ot| 
jftdBg back to tho beautiful form, and lie "raised her up nudi';’* 
fwl her; and speech and memory came back to her ut'that^vf 
^ent, and all her former life, fust as if if had never been token, 
ntfiterrupted ; but the year that lief spirit had passed in 
pd seamed to her but as a dream of the nighd, frojn which 
HpUBt awoke. * 

jgSter this Finftirra made no further efforts to carry her 
^btodeep cut in the hill remains to this day, and is call 
8 Fairy’s Glen. M So no one can doubt the truth of the std? 
to arr|ded, ‘ 


i ^4 ya - 


-- 






R£VEuge 

have ft great objection^ the laity ratlis'^hw 
g|3W- at 'night, being built upon by mortal mqn. A farmer 
gPtjfcbine, having plenty of money, bought some land, 7tfS ; 

S P 0 ^ to build a house on, the ve^v 
loved beet. V * 

"bo neighbours warned him that it was a fairy rath ; buHH 
hed and never minded (for lie was from the northfrli 
ed at sue), things as mere old-wives’ tales. So he builPgS 
AOnse and made it beautiful to live in; and no people itfM 

tCOtrnrPr WwrA an waII off n a r,i_ l _ . ,, * A " tv.AJCS 


rfWfry Were 80 Y e oPf as tlie Johnstones.so that tLpeopIji® 
Ihefatfnei* must have found a pdt of gold in the fairy jfatfc ™ 
the fatties were all the time plotting how they’^ 


the fatties were all the time plotting how they'dim 
famish the farmer for*taking away their dancing ground* Ml 
^tfttuig down the hawthorn bush where they held tkfaf\^S| 
,m&n the moon was^f^l. _ And one day when the cowi&m 
Milking, a little old woman in a blue cloak came to Mrs. Jof^wBS 
arid asked het for a porringer of milk. lC pij 

’*iraPj 9 aWay ” 8 ?i d tlie tilistresa of the house, “ vou shall baV<$! 
tout from me. 111 bave no tramps coming about my place.^ffini 
wef-old the farm servants to chase her away. • ^ *f®| 

; ’"*Some tiifce after, the best and finest- of the cows siokendSf&ls 
no a,| d lost her horns aud teeth and finally died, 
v Then one day as Mrs. Johnstone was sitting spinning flat 1 

before her* ° WOman ia the bIu0 cloak Sli| Wenly 

'• ytYour maids are baking cakes in the kitchen,” she said 
m. .some off the griddle to carry away with me.” 
ii- i j OI , lf ; of tbw ” cr ‘’*‘l the farmers wife, angrily , TUl 
Wicked old wretch, and have poisoned my best tow.” A 
bMe the farm ser&nts drive her off with sticks. * ' '* 

^.Mow tbe Johnstones had one only child; a beautiful hiigM 
||fcong as 8 youngeolt, and as fuff of life and merriment J 
this he. began to ’grow queer and strange 

Hit? 1 j Js * , 8 e , ep; for h,; \ said tlie fairies tame round; a 
Kgfitr and touched and beat- him, and some sat on his chestA 
neither breathe nor move. And they tend him they 
to P«ace unless he promised to give them‘a 
? F lddie cake and a porringer'-of mtlk,- 
|g 5 |a^»cbiM the .mother had these brings lsidi ^r^SS 



ttej^.brouglit him back arid JaH4$; 

’ T 

1 ^/ the farmer and hid wife were at their wit^.end}fig^ 
for the child was pining away before 
^y 1 COtild do nothing for him to help him. One nighk$$| 
^ou^ip. great agony— v } '? r £m 

Bother F mother ! send for the priest to take away thef^4fl| 
pfcifoev are killing me; the} are here on my chest, crushing* ji|P 
®TO$tb/’ and his eyes were w r ild with terror. . yj/jS 

Ipfotw the farmer and Iris wufe believed in no fairies,^Ldd in 
rarest, hut to soothe the child they did as he asked and sept 
ffi^,priest 1 who pra>cd o^er him and sprinkled him wdthJn$$ 

liter; 1 ” >■■ 

IpShe poor little fellow' seemed calmer as the priept prayed/fipC^ 
the fairies Vere leaving him and going away, and' then $$ 
^pk'ifito a quiet sleep. Hut when he : woke in yhe mornipg 
iM[hh parents that- be had a beautiful dream and was wallicg^ 
toa lovely garden writh the angels; andl?e know it was heaVe#j| 
fftd-tbat lie -would be there before night, for the angels to)d liim^ 
jjfey would come for him. . v ‘ h Ayqjj 

K ; xhen tjiey W’atched by the sick child all through th$ nigh£/£dg 
jjfcay saw r the flier was still on him, hut hoped a change woftraj 
before morning ; for he now' slept quite calmlywitma 

But just as the clock struck midnight he aw r oke and ?at up, at® 
his mother put her arms round him weeping, he whisperl^S 
£|b!her—"The angels are here, mother/’ and thence saqfc'$ft^ 

p;Kow ter this calamity the farmer never held up 
|B&ceased to mind^his farm, and the crops went to ruin^Cm® 
rapid died, and fflfally before a year and a day were oyer fcfrb$aj 
Spi|- }n the grave by th$ side of his little gon # ana the land pMflp® 
^^Ssther hands/ and as no one would live ii^ the house ft, 
a» down. No one, either, would plant on the rsth 
yew again all over it, green and beautiful, and.tb^ 
ft&ea, there once more in the moonlight as they used 4) 
fetime^free and happy ; and thus the evil spell brO^^J|| 
gritriore, t 1 ^ 

|siit ttye people .wpul^ have nothing ta'do with the <$8 
' ~her/ysoyabe- went, aw'ay back to her oWn people, x W(§§ 

L womamr-a warning to all tyho^wtddd; 

tfafyx'}>y interfering witb;ih^ih 
and priyitege|, f ; / ^ y, -, ’ - hV y' 





'T 1 ' ' 1 fairy help." 

0 . THE PIIOUKA. 

L " a fHendl - v ai,d often helps (be farmj 

afi? ' be is treated well and kindly. One day a f u ™| 

CWr» h ( m , th( litU - 1 'e>.'-nietl,in £r n«l^t 

-Wthe l' ,,1 ’ J ' 10 WllS I10t f'^^'ened, lor be kne| 

• 1 on 1,18 the old mill by the moat wTO 

? SfiKfi X&SE& -PM 
is™ pi youn; huU «*£» £ z&ssit 

very tired : and when he woke up early m the mining,^ 

'•for. they’ilf'w ' certainly the men had not don!) 

-aI Hi ‘ j 1 ,P r ' ^ 11S happed for three' nichN n fri 

fetW g,lett,rn V nwl t0 to‘ep awake and watoh * ' /? 

■ to ) Vt f ' e ^ "^VV" ellt ‘ i 't n> the null, and ho crept into thi 
• to lade, and just looked through the kethole to see what.wont 

■ happen. And exactly at midnight six little fellows came in e J 
- r§ a sack of aim upon his hack; aud after them camel 

O,- J V U ' redr 5 S0f doth ^ *"'1 he bade them (urn tb 

- > T tUn,ed ,llld turned “11 “11 "’as ground 

»hiwi 1 t{ ndr,fr rftl ' f e fel ‘ his fatLw > u,l<1 111 'Her deter twiia 

- 6h tbe n - xt ,u « ht with his son..and both togetherfaw^ 


thing happen. 

Itethhn worTtf •I ie f nriUe i’- < ' I / e '' if is (he r l 10 uka’s work, S& 

Hnly g]o e n 'so f’i? ka T t . Un) ' f ,' ' r , 1he men are ‘ ld ' y aild la# M 
ki-* ■” i?‘ k ~ , pack the whole set off to-morrow and 

& 1 * ^ this excellent old Phouka ” T® 

&i'£y fut L h b .h'"" 101 ' greW 80 rich thut there ' vas uo end to 
®ii't ll , ? n ° mm tn T a . v ' and all his corn was gw 

gtjsf, . R P e ndmif a penny. Of course t he - people- wond« 
SWi o\er las riches hut ho never told them abouTthe Phoi 
i-slfc. 6 ‘t eurmsity won:Id have spoiled the luck. - * ' 

Phadno went, often to the rndl and hid in the ehflsLfiH 

te?. tC pV he , fairies . ftt WQrk -' but tad grit' ^ 
bWwr old Phouka m be* tapered clothes, wbo% 

ii Qt r«n^h lV j lutrd work of tfcimetimesj 1 ‘' 

r '~ ?u7of faeh 







drewie old Pfoufca always stdtxf to : fnf & frfo 
' mm, and then he crept into the cjbdst to watclh 
Phouka when he saw the clothes, 
e tor met I shall b* turned into a fine gentleman.” ■ 
^ 6m 01 h and then began to walk up and down 
himself. But suddenly he remembered the corn and 
rind as usual, then stopped and cried out— „ 

o more work for me. Fine gentlemen don’t grind 
out and see a little of the world and show my fine 
e j ln<1 le klclt ‘"‘ “way the old rags into a corner, and 
W“ a, 0 

g T md t,lat ni * h *’ nor the next > the next; - 
I-£r e l raU ,nvn . v - an,i not “ «oimd was heard in th<r 
, t ,; n 1 hudrl K VTew ' >;ry sorry for the loss of his old friend, 

'r ? h 1,151 a,,d rul1 mit ’ “ rfiouka, Phoulta 1 ' 
i. to me. Let me gey ydur face.” But thy old Plioukn 

a e , b#C f k ' M ? ftl1 his lonsr p,mdri K never looked on 

fmon f ? 1 !l fne l ,ld ag<lln h IIo ' Vt ' ver ' ‘he former had made so 
money that he wanted Do more help ; and he sold thy mill 
eared up I liming to by a great scholar and a gentleman, who 

L ?? t'f'iYn 1 1 , nnd 8err[ult3 ' And in time ho„ 

ted ft beautiful lady, so beautiful that thy people said she* 
be daughter to the king of the fairies. * P 
strange thing happened at the wedding, for when they all 

‘ r • 8 1 i'- aI ) tl1 ' P)jftllri ff beside him a 

cup filled w ith wme. And no one knew how the golden 

W 8 ^fTa t n d^^ d k bUt - 1>1,a,lr, »* rUe * ,t -’ i U 

kas gift, and lie drank the wme without fear and made his 
rtl f' A “d ever after their lives werwhappy and 

H ad nl e den ”1? "’ a3 kt, P fc !W a fre^ure in the 
Mrid the descendants of Phadrighave it in their possession 


THE FARMER ^PUNISHED, 

/ ltb tb ! i !' , free > joyous ■temperament and lot / of 
hedd m great contempt the minor virtues of 
economy/and. above all things, abhor thg close hard ’ 
gnidginglyand never gtves freely! 
J*J£- tie . v b/ ul .‘W Mission to punish - 
for the sue of the hard hears, 
^^ huseen by <Mi& following ttie3 
w9*?t'cio?a to as «k- mfcnnam 





)rmng he went out again uy sunrise, ana ne ^earj 
ig more bitterly even than before— 
t, mother ! I am hungry. Give me t-o eat/' , 1 y; 
my child,” said the mother; “ the farmer’s maid?| 
ly, and £ll make the dish’fo fall just as she is 
i tk^ griddle. So we , shall have plenty to’,^% 


.e farmer went home and locked. up the tnefyh 

:es shall be baked to-day, not till the night/ ' ' 43 
cry of the child was in his ears, and he could ti'of 
1 the morning he was out again, and bitter 
d as he passed the copse— ’ 

r, mother 1 ” it said A “ I have had no milk, I 
e^me lay down my head on youp breast and dieog 

* +Vio mAtliPi* nnA will die before Vfili 




m 




the farmer 











V' 


gBc* third day he heard the step? of molt 

fc'fcfte' iip, for we knew they were bearing the body of \h d^S'a 
^to the ds>or. And he went out to meet them, and there It^d&Si 
£4 ‘Corpse of the young- man on the bier, pale and beautiful, struck 
|r A through and through by a spear, even as lie liad died m battlW^e 
J , And they laid him in the ehurehyurd, just as the witch-won^ 
had foretold, while all the people wept, fur the \oung man 
noble to look upon, and of a good and upright spirit, 

But the father neither spoke nor wept. IJh mmd was gon$y 
and his heart was broken. And, s-mui he lav down and died, aftf 
pitied by all; for lie was hard and cruel m his life, and no 
wept for him , and all the riches he had gathered by grinding 
down the poor melted away, and his race perished from thtd 
land, and his name was heard of no more, and no blessing' re$td(^ 
on his memory. _ V 


■ TtHE FARMER'S WIFE. 

k . *' ’ 

11 own in the South there liyed another rich farmer and his wiftfy 

* who were both of them hated by the people for their 
hard-hearted ways Never a word of kindlier was on their ljpsi 
and never a blessing from the poor was imoked on their li&ds^. 5; 
1 ?J‘ One day an old woman came to the door to beg a little food--'-a 

* cake from the griddle, of a lew potatoes or a handful of mealifj 
but she was harshly refused In the iarmerV wife and turned 

i ^™y- n , • $ 

Then she cable back in a little while, and begged for a drink ot 
milk, for she was faint and weary, she said, and had travelled fajrg 
- - This was also refused, and she was ordered to leave the place-ia^ 
A once. But the woman still begged hard for leave to rest herseljjjj 
,, little, and for even a drink of butler milk, for it was eburp 
day and she knew there must be.plenty m the hcui.se, Tben$ 

- farmer’s wife grew \ery angry, and said she would turn tbd>< 

/ c )n ber if she didn’t go awuy, and that no tramp should 

* c thing from her. On this the woman muttered some woraVy'Jy 
■v J ber hand on the lintel of the door, and then went her way. ' A $k 
grafter, being much heated by the violence of -her anger^|§ 

/ -farmer’s wife went to the dairy for a drink; but as she ptttT ’ 
tj-kgiut the draught she saw something fyjaek in the cup, and * uU 
/Tyto take it out with her linger, but, jt 'always escaped-' h$ 
^Wxn^-very thirsty, she drar^ off" the milk, and Tstill anotpij 

ner cup, and in" the^drinking tker.bjack object diaftip* 
at,; night, hottwor, she felt nigh to death/for, 
t ufa^dlilayk all Ayer, ^ Medical q® 

ri’i ■ AJlHlLi T-W — A Jr V A J -*v £ , jA_ « A ±IL *■-*!"•* 





Jv; tHE 

3ise$fe, Then the priest was summoned, and' be 
eard the story, said there was witchcraft in it; arid h^y% 
1‘to pray, and to exorcise the evil spirit in tli^woman, y : ! 
^ Sea*this he made her he placed in a hot bath, into which he -v# 
Mj^ured tome hoiv water. » - . /' L 

JS&’At fibst the woman uttered tierce cri*s, and said her body";;’ 
^.'Seemedtent and torn, hut gradually she became calmer, and the 1 i 
V-blackness slowly worn! down fimn head to feet, and finally disap- 
‘ 1 pearl'd, leaving the body fair and whole, all except one hand,‘and 
tbds remained ^till n> black ih mk 'Hie liolv water was poured on 
and the priest*pru\ed, hut nothing wmiM rmnove the devil’s 

v utark. < y 

So the priest told her at la>t that the blacknessxvould remain as ’ t 
yflsign and token of her miis hluihK the poor; and from that datf 
to her death the maik ot the exit spell remained on her, but 
!j#be grew' kin>b j r to the pour, for her heart was shaken by terror, 
yybtid ’ when sin 1 came tu die them was nohlailmess on her hand; 
kJioT the tears of the pour dm had succoured t ,and befriended had 
f washed till the dewIV mark away, before the moment came when 
rV"‘)ber soul was to appt ar before God. 


: * 


t' 
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THE MIDNIGHT RIDE. 


A it.asant s talk, 


r 1l 

yi 


|J3Qne evening a man called Shawn llundh w as out looking for a red 
^Vfeow that had strayed away, when he heard voices rotind him, an^. 

said “ (Jet me a home,” and another cried “ Get me a boiaBeJ’ < 
u And gel me a horse, too,” said Shawn, since they seem so , 
lenty, for I'd like a rule alonyr wuth you,” and with tliat he found - a 
on the instant mounted on a tine^rw horse beside another ’y 
s^iaigwho rode a lil^ok horse. And they rode tiway and away till y 
rey came to a great city. * ■ ' 

At Now, do you know where you are P ” said the black horseman, 
are m London, and whatever you want you can have,” V 
Thank you kinc\jy, my friend/* said the other, 44 so, with yopr- -w 
1*11 just ha\e a good suit of clothes, for I'm much in want "o'* 
tf/tftit same, Can I have them P ” o- 

>y all means,” said tbg black horseman ; “ there, go into that/$ 
antra shop and ask for w’hat you like, and if *he refuses 
T iibe Stor^ I give you on the Jjloor and the whole place ' 
b£ ^bre. But don’t be frightened; oof^vto your gC^ 



WM®* sa-ifi of cTotlieJ^ou ha ve 
P^W^e^rkre, that’s of no consequence, only 

f'Aefkit the shopman laughed aloud. ^Jl 

“ ^ e nia ^ e clothesL for beggars like you/’ he said! # 
*0ff out of this.” ^ i ^ 

-- Then Shawn threw down the stoqe on the door, and immed&; 
;the whole place seemed on fire, and the merchant ran out hitq 
"and all the shopmen after him to get pails of water, and 
- laughed when he saw them all drenched. 

“ Aow what will you gi\e me,” said he, “ i£$I put out that 
r for you ? ’ ' ■ 


“ T° u y ball have the price of the best suit of clothes in 
*fihop,” answered the merchant, “ all paid down in gold : onlyCb 
, me to put out the fire.” > 

So Shawn stooped down and picked up the stone, and pj^ 
quietly into his pocket, and instantly all the flames disappear 
1 and the merchant was so grateful that he paid him down alK 
’’ £°ld for the clothes and more. And Shawn bid him good v rdp 
and mounted the grey steed again quite happy m himself, v 
“Now,” said the black horseman, “is there anything else j 
desire f for it is near ten o’clock, and w r e must be bock 
midnight; so just say what you would like to do.” % 

ell >” said Shawm liuadh, “ I would like of all thingai^ 
' P*e Pope of Koine, for two of our priests are disputing as fo w 
'is to get the parish, mid I want Father M'Grath to hare if fa 
have a great opinion of him, and if I ask his Holiness he’ll sei 
it all in no time and for ever.” ^ - j 

, “Come then,” said the black horseman; “it is a long way 
^Rome, certainly, but I think we’ll manage it in the two houraxtf 
be Back before twelve o’clock.” ' 


, So aw f ay thev rode like the wind, and in no time Shawjpftj# 
, Tumself before the great palace of the Pope; and all the* era 
servants with gold sticks in their hands stared at him, and’a&S 
.Jum what he wanted. * * * ^ 

'„ “ Just go in,” said he, “ and tell his Holiness that Shawn | 
-ffll the way from Ireland, is here andKvauts to see hmrSra 
particularly.” 1 m 

But the servants laughed, and struck him ^ith their 
jftnd hunted him away trom the g'ate. ISow the Pope 
il»ut looked out of the window, and seeing Shawn 
down aijd asked him what he waited. „ 

K ^vourptoliness,”answered Shawn, “t 
feather M’Grtffefi bidding the Bishop 
HI fait till jou^.i^line^ 





_•$///i'■/,, 

?ope laughed, and told the ner^nts to (!?]/ ■ 
fcwaJVfor he was evidently out of his wits,/ J ' - 
(lawn grew apgry, and flung down the stbne oivtbe (jpbraS 
^nltantly all the palace seemed on fire, find the Pnp^ orders# 

servants to go for water; and they had to run about- Vj 
s^^mSd getting pails and jugs of water, whalever they could lay: 
Hto fa ; and all their fine clothes were spoiled, and the beautiful 

sficks were flung away m their fright, while they took the )/-■ 
||3fe^'anji splashed and dashed the water over each other. ' J)n: 

KhNow it was Shawn's turn to laugh till his sides ached, but his . % 
||M$iness looked very grave.' 

III %Well,” said Shawn, “ if I put out the fire what will you do - 
ill you write that letter ? ” ' J'\ 

JSr^GA; y t I will,” said the Pope, “ and you shall have your supper '? > 
only help us to put out the fire, my fine fellow.* . ' C 

Eg!; So Shawn quietly put the stone back in his pocket, and instantly^ 
Pftll the flames disappeared. 

|p /V'Now,” said the Pope , u you shall have supper of the best in the . 
fofejdace; and I'll write a letter to the Bishop ordering him to giro 
Spfcther M’Grath the parish. And here, besides, is a purse of gold 

f ^or yourself, and take it with my blessing.” • A/ 

j||| Teen he ordered all the grand servants to get supper for'tbo "yi 
Sxeellent young man from Ireland, and to make him comfortable. 
gjS^Shawm was mightily pleased, and ate and drank like a princeJ?® 
m he mounted his grey steed again, and just as midnight striu^Jjs 
found himself at hih own door, but all alone; for the grey steed’y^jj 
d the black horseman had both vanished. But there stood hist’ 
yytife crying her eyes out and in great trouhje. c/j 

** G fe T bawn, Agra 1 I thought you were dead'or that evil had 
[ten on you.” , ” ‘ f " ' 

[Not a bit of it,” said Shawm, "I’ve been supping with the/% 
j?$of Rpme, and look here at all the gold I’ve brought home 
ray darlint.” * 

d he put his hand in his pocket to get the puree; but lb l,^ 
was nothing there exchpt a rough, grey stone. And/$^ 
fH Aat hour to this his w r i(£ believes that he dreamed the wholey/Jji 
% as^be lay under the hay-rick, on his way home from a carouse 
ryhe hoys. y 

^&yever, Fathe? M’Grath got the parish, and Shawm took goodSjlj 
to ,tell him how he had spoken up boldly for him to tfift-p 
^ of Rome, and made his Holiness write the letter ti$ 

\ about’hira. And FAher M’Grath w r a& a nice g^btjj 
he smiled and told Sha^m he thanked him kiholy r $ 
tword.. 


shop a 
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Life 



’THE LEPREHAUN. 



. LPprehuuns are merry, industrious, tricksy little 
jwho do all the shoemakers work and the tailor’s and theCOhbl^rtlfct 
for the fair\ gentry, and are often seen at sunset under the h^df^ 
singing and stitehmg. They know all the secret* of hidd&uj 
treasure, and if they take a fancy to a person will guide himpHk; 
the spot m the fairy rath where the put of gold lies buried. Ithsu 
believed that a family now living near Cnolerea came by thkjt/ r 
riches m a strange way, all through tie* good olhces of a friendly. 
Leprehaun And the h'^nd has been handed down through niftnyr 
generations as an estublblud fact. ‘j$ 

There w r as a poor boy once, one of thmr forefathers, tvho, U 80 & 
to drive hi? can of tmfdsilv hath' and foiward, aial make Wh’StS 
money lie could by the sale: hut he was a strange boy, yery sileiii^ 
and moody, and the people ^uid lie was a fairy changeling, for he^ 
joined m no spoits and M*ar<vly ever spoke to any one, hut gpellte 
the nights reading all the old hits of hooks lie picked up in 
rambles. The one thing In* longed for above all others w r us to 
rich, and to la* aide to give up the old weary turf cart, and live in' 
peace and (jiinotTies, all alom*, with notliing hut books round bhp^ 
in a beaut itfll hoiee and garden all by himself. 

Now t he f|id rt*adin the odd hooks how the Leprehaun* knc’tf ju^; 
'’the secret places where gold lay hid. and day In day he watcbe&A 
for a sight of the little cobbler, and listened for the click, click ofc- 
his hammer as he sat under the hedge mending tin* shoes. 

At lost, one evenimr [iM as the sun set, lie *oiw a little fellow^ 
under a dock leaf, working away, dressed all in gieen, w ith a cock$J^ 
hat on his head. So the hoy jumped down horn the cart andU 
geir&i him by the neck. 

“Now, v>u dotl't stir from this," 
where to bud the hidden gold.” 

“ Easy now," said the Leprehaun, .w.±. ...... ...v, ^ 

tell you alhahout it. Hut mind you, [ cOuld hurt you if I chd$4jj? 
for 1 have the powvr ; but I woii'| do it, for we are cousins 
rcmoyed. So as we are near ndutiom T'll just he good, and 
you the place of the secret gold that none can have or keep 
those of fairy blood and race (dome along wdtli me, then, NTfcttgpr 
old fort of Lipcndiuw, for there it lies. Hut make haste, for 
the last red giovy of the sun yanidies the gold will disappea/^&^l 
land you will never find it again/’ - 

; if Oome off, then,” said ihe boy, und he carried the 
into the turf cart, and°drove off. And in a secp^St 
2Werr at the old fort, and went iu through a 


f'A 

cried, “ till you tell mOp 
don’t hurt me, and I 




THfiLEPREHAW.' 


wgW>k mind," said flip Lapraliaun; and the bo’fsaw t|jjj| 
und covered with gold pieces, and there were veftselstof 
about in such plenty that all the riches of all the'I 
seemed gathered tht're. d 

Ow take what v on want," said the Leprehaun, u bufc'A"^ 
.. for if that dour shuts voti will ne\er leave this place as ;A/< 
vfoug%a im live.” A./i 

Sc? the hoy gaihere<l up hm arms full of gold and silver, and' 

* flung them into the cart . and w;e on lus way buck for more when ' 

door shut with a flip like ilmnder, and all the place became 1 
ty dark-us night. And In siw no more of the heprehuun, and llkd , > 
y not time toen to tlTank him. 

f Sr> he ihouaht it best to < h i \ i* home at once with his treasure^ 
when he aimed and m;i> all alone bv lnmself lie counted his 
riches, and all the blight follow eld pieces, enough for a kings 


t. 


ransom. 


hut went old next day*: 
hank, and found thati 




■* And he Was very wim* and Told no on 
to Dublin and put all his lieauuvs into 
A - - lie was now indeed as neb as a lord 

w* So he 01 deled a hue house to he built with spacious gard0119, 
k ’ and he had servants and ciuriacos and 1 sinks to lus heart’s coil- A 
P tent; And he gathered all the wise men round him to give Jtfin - 
h the learning of a gentleman . and lie In came a great and powerful 'g 
tuaU 111 the tamiitn, where ln> memory h hi ill held m hi^by/y 
^.honour, and lus dmmedunts are living to tins dav rich and pros- 
l^perous; for tin ir wealth has n»>vdemeaned tinaurh they have ovefriA.^: 
tg given largely to the poor, and are noted ubo\u all things for the " 
A* friendly heart and the IT 




_ But the Leprehaun,> can he 1 utterly malicious if they are 
‘offended, and one should hi' very cautious 111 dealing with them, 
^and always treat ihem with gieut civility or the\ will take revenge 
Aqaud never reveal the -ecu a of the hidden gold/ ^ 

One day a voting lad was out m the holds at work' when he saw 
A'Dylittle fellow, not the height of his hand, mending’ shoes under ft 
i^ydock leaf. And lie went over, never taking his eves olf him for 
A/%r'he would vanish a\\n\ ; and when he got quite close 
S$y^i$de a grab at tfie creature, and lifted him up and put him nx, 
gybis pocket. 

g’^Then he ran away.homo as fast as he could, and when ho bad: 
pftpBeprehaim safe m the house, he lied him by an iron chain td' 

h0b ’ ^ > M- ^ 






Ef ay pot of gold V* ^claimed t&e 

ith a broken leg lying at the Bottom of tb® 

is wits’ end to know what to do, fof the mgBfeJ 
Id not see a hand before him, So he roused ujj^ 
etween them they dragged up the poor woraaoC^ 

-- ->me, and laid her on the bed half dead frdpfc’V 

and rt was many a day before she was able to get about fts '-y 
indeed she limped all her life long, so that the people saicl-i 
curse of the Leprehaun was on her. * . 

^But as to the pot of gold, from that day to this not one 

father or son, or any belonging to them, ever set o 
^yeyes on/it. However, the little Leprehaun still sits under thaA/ 
^ J dock leaf of the hedge and laughs at them as he mends the $ 
^ shoes with his little hammer—tick tack, tick tack—but they L 
£ Are a ^ ra ^d to touch him, for now they know he can take hife 
•/ revenge. , 


f legends of the western ISLANDS. ; : J 

islands off the West Coast of Ireland the inhabitants 
^ Still \ery primitive in their habits, and cling to their old sup^i^ 
^fttions with la fanatical fervour that makes it dangerous /or aiiy^f 
o one^ to transgress or disregard the old customs, usages, andol 
prejudices of the islanders. » 

§■:. Curses heavy and deep would fall on the head of the unbelief^ 
|ijug stranger who dared to laugh or mock at the old traditions of'^i 
ancient pagan creed, whose dogmas are still regarded with' 
^nyeterioiiS awe and dread, and held sacred as a revelation from/i* 
f heaven. ' **. „ $ 

^ The ^chief islands are Aran and Irmisinore, the latter abchiftt? 
miles long. The cattle live on the line grass of the 
gaud turf is brought from the mainland. The views are magnific^^ 
Siftf aD( ^ mountain, and the islands contain a greater number #I|| 

B early Christian monuments than could be found in vhraij 
u any other part of Europe. - y 

;he 1 ) 1)18 or forts include several acres. The 
about sixteen feet thick and from eighteen to 
*vith steps inside leading to the top. Amongst, 
are cromlechs, tumuli, &rid*pilMr stones, those 
?et up by humanity. The IriwWl these huge 
House of God, as theTTebrevvs called them 

i5s. the-,greatest barbaric monument, of th^itdi^iiXE 






vgJSC 0 •ASCrfST' ; l£G£OT>S. OF, JBELAND., -0& 

$#£A ’ •'' v * ; ’’ T’h 

yafe ft hundred and forty-two feet in diameter, and has two, '<?$} 
IgjHifttg walls fifteen feet thick and eighteen high. The seft 
^yaefiflures a thousand feet, and several acres aie included 
A the^uter wall. The ioof of the dun is formed of laiye flag-stofiei^Ja 
c&nd the doorway slope'*, after tic Kgvplian fashion, up to thre&ra 
A feet in width at the top. A causeway of diarp, upright stonA£rg1$ 
jammed into the ground hauls to the entrance. 

This fort win the great and la-t stronghold of the JTrholg rad&pl A 
, and they long held it as a refuge against the / )iatha-<ie-l)amnn*p% 
if tune Conquered and took po^ession of \ 

A 



at 


invaders, wh 
Ireland 

All tin* elands w 
many centimes h'-foi 
as Still Spoken hy ill 
all the dialeeis of 1 
took tip their uhoih 
called Ara-un-n 


ei e one in.ill v peopled hy the Firbolg racet.^i 
e (he (.’hri-uan ua, and the I iish language, r H$ 
e people, i- the puie.-t and niovt ancient of T 
'inn. Afterwards .-o many Christian saints A 
>de there that the larges! of tin 1 idaiids was 
7 ih i Aran of die Saint n, and numeious remains* >y t 


a,fed 

long 


oratories, wdtli the AA 
habitation of the /‘A 

of the Aehil elands called 
n of Moloch, hi fonder {jjt 
' to it. and n wuis esteemed tA 
■e, and held m great revef- 
•f a human’head. MajlV-> Vj 


of churches, odd, cr-^n and stoiie-r 
ruins of a round tower, testify to tic 
islands hy tlc-e holy men. 

There n an old wooden idol on one 
Father Mnlo.sh—pmhahlv a corrupt}* 
tinier oiTeimgs and -.iciffcr> were mad* 

’ as the guardian or god of the varied tii 
ence, Jlunigh lmt a rude .semidance i 
miracles also were p,uf<emed h\ the tooth of St. Patrick, which, 
fell from the saintA mouth one day wdu n he was teaching the>A3 
alphabet to the new convert- And a -linin' y as afterwards- 
made for the tooth that was held m the greatest honour hy 
‘kings, chiefs, and pennle of Ireland. Awh 

The stupendous harlnnc monuments of tic islands according'^ 
*to Trisli antiipuinans, olTer the best exposition of early militaryyAy 
architecture at pie-ent known, and are only equalled by some ofA>J 
. those in tlreece, Tic re are al-o man\ suued well-, and iht^f! 
|Avhole region is haunied h\ ,-tiange. wild supeiwtitions of fairie 
and demons and wutelc-i; legends filled with a weird and my£tif$ 
jbpdetry that thrill tic soul like a strain of music from spirit ^oiget 
g COIpiiig to us fiom the far-oif elder would. The, following 
K thetic tale is a good specimen of these ancient island legends c 


THE 


RICE'S 


DEATH-SONG- 


1 a irfne island by the West (Toast there dwelt an old 
VIds daughter, and th^mau had poweiyover the wyatfi^f ^ 

,t bind tfiemT 


l het&ugnt his daughter fhe charms that s bind thernttyfr 
^ shore, ag^.init ~ 






THE 


laotjie gentleman, Iialf dead from the cold and the wet. . Thp|; 
piherman brought him home and revived him, and ^Eileen 
yhter nursed and watched him. Naturally the two young 1 
lie soon fell in love, and tin* emitleinan told the girl he had a 
iillutiful house on tin* mainland ready for her, with plenty of 
Scything she could <le>ire -ulk- to wvar and gold to spend So 
they were betiotlmd, anl the wadding day was Jixed. But 
Bonnot, the lo\or, mi 1 lie must first cross to the mainland and 
bring bark Ins frauds afld nlaln-irt to the wedding, as many 
Us the boat would bold. 

■ Eileen wept and pr:o ed linn not to leave, or at least to tako 
hfcr to Steer tln i boat, for she knew there was danger coming, and 
she alone could ba\e power o\er the o\il spirits and over the 
waves and the wand-. Bui she duied not tell the secret of the 
spell to Bermot or it would fail, and the charm be useless for ever 
after, 

‘ Bermot, lnwvewr, oul\ laugh* d at ln*r fears, for the day was 
bright and clear, and he smned all thought of danger. So he 
put olf from the .shore, mid noiclmd tin* mainland safely, and 
filled the boat with his triends to return to tin* island for the 
wedding. All went well 1 ill they were within sight of the island, 
wbfen suddenly a fierce gud of wind dro\e the boat on a 'rock, and 
it fras up"i t, and all wlm weie m it j>midmd. 

Eileen heard the m of the drowning men as she stood watching 
'on fhe bench, hui coiild ci\ • * no Jp lp. And she was sere grieved 
for her lover, and sang a funeral wail for him in Irish, w’hich 
ip still preserved by ihe people, Then she lay down and died, 
'and the old man, her fuller, disappeared. And fiuni that day no 
one lias ever v-ntnnd io Inc on the island, for it is haunted 
"by, the spirit of Eileen. And the mournful music of her wail 
is still heard m the mgliN when the wunds are strong ittid the 
‘‘Wajms beat upon the rot Ls wdiere the drowned men Jay dead. 


Hi 

'fce.l^nslated literally— 


e words of tin* mug are a ery plaintive and simple, and may 


I a viruin and a widow mourn for my lover 
Never more will he kiss me on the lips ; 

The cold wave is his brutal bed, 

The cold wave is his wedding shroud. 

0 lovdf m\ We, had yon brought me in the boat 
My spirit and my spoils would have saved from harm. 
For my power was strong over waves and wind, 

And the spirits of evil wpuld have feared me. 

0 love, my love, I go to Sheet you i/i heaven. 

I will ask God to let m^see your face. , 

It the fair angels give me bfwk my loveft f - V 

I will nop fchvy the Alimgh^f op His throned* , ;g 








'! rt'irfrX 


the holy saint: 




3 






r a j r ‘,n ’ UU2S & nowers, tliev come 

ii-/ W1 j nng y ou to tin? meadow where tl^v grow/ 
l she lifted mo up into the air, hut I know nothin? mocoV 
l the boat stopped and jnu lifted me on shore, but mv 
il flowers must have fallen from my hands, for I never 
m more. And this is all my dream • but 1 wo$kl like to 
^ flowers ugum, for the lady told nfa they had the secret 
uld bring' me to heaven.” 

,rince thought no mmv of the child's dream, but went off 
ext day as usual, bomng the boy in the care of his nurse, 
nn the child bogged and oray-A her so earnestly to bring 
he pigeons me, that at bmt slie consented ; but told him 
, „ " ot .^° a , sTP P V Itself, and she would bring two of the 

P*>vs of the island to take care of him. 

IV'a 0 .^ 6 / 8et oi } tLt ; child and his little sister with the nurse! 
K^Jj he gathered wild flowers for his sister, and ran down to 
s, 0 Ihoca\e where the cormorants were swimming ; but 

thy ™ no dl,n ? er ' for ,lie two young inlanders wore minding 

Ii j h V’", rSf ‘ "A content, and being weary she fell aalcepf 
An4 the little sistor lay down beside her, and fell asleep likewise. 

aLun.f 1,0 -y cft ""' 3 t0 11S |,|1m l' !lni ™' M , the two young islanders. 

tllH “ k ‘ mu , st eat< ' l < *•"- eorinoraiits. So awuwtkey rani 
S&own the path to the sea, hand in hand, and laughing a/ the* 
^went. ^ Just then a piece <>f rock loosened and fell beside them? 
^nd trying to avoid it they slipped over the edgq of the narrow, 
|teth down a steep place, where there was nothing to hold on bv 
»XC«pt a large bush, in the middle of the way. They got hold of 

and tho ^ ht V le - V Wfiro now fl uite safe, W the bush was not> 
enough to bear their weight, and it was torn up by tin?, 

^ a .^ ree ^ 9tra ‘.?^ t down into the sea and wer#f 

the sound of the £ reat cry that came up from tW 
the nurse awoke, but saw no one. Then she woke up th*' 
|g«e Sister. It is late, she cried, “ they must have gone homg/ 

^ 11 18 alrettd ‘ v ev cning; let us hasten an<l ; 
svytake them, before the prince is back from th ~ ' * ‘ 


'46 




' : -A ; - ; 4 ^' j \ A" r 

«, tjfrayeseen prating and weeping by the enferd^cenl 
sea cave. And oilo day, when they came tn look for nS$3| 
iVoead on the rocks. And m her hand she held some beautU 
kange flowers frmhly gathered, With the dew on them. 'And:; 
t>tie knew how the tioweiw came into her dead hand. Onl} 
dasher men told the story of how the night before they had seen 
fright filin’ child waited on the n'clm niiging ; and he hud a r 
"sash tied it)und his waist, and a polden eir< let binding his 1 q] 
.yellow hair. And th$y all knew that lie was the prince s SC 
wlio had been drowned m flint spot pmt a t\\ eh enioiith befQ. 
And tile people lieheve tliat he had brought the lowers froin t 
spirit-land to the ^mnan, and gi\eii them m her a* a death sip 
■ and a bles-ed token from God that her soul would be taken 
heaven, T - 


*; f. 

hv’ ’ 


r: • 


THE FAIRY CHILD. 

An ancient woman lhing at Imm-Sark said that in her youth fl 
knew a young woman who lud been marrn d for the ) ears, t 
had no "children. And her hmUmd was a rough rude folio 
'and used to taunt In r and beat her often, became slm was chi 
le^s But in the course of time it came to puss that a man-ch 
was born to Inn ; and lie was beautiful to look on m an angclfrt 
heaven. And the father was so proud of the child that he ott 
stayed at home to lock the cradle, and help Iih w dV at the woi 
■ One day, howuwer, as lie rocked the cra.Am the child looked 
suddenly at him, and lo ’ there was a gnat Beard on its fa. 
Then the father cried out to hi- wil>' ' 

. " Tins is not a child, but a demon ! You lime put an eulsp 

°\nd he struck her and beat her worse than ever he had done 
his life before, so that she screamed aloud tor hebj$ On this t 
place grew' quite dark, and thunder rolled over their heads, a 
the door flew wide open with a great crash, and m walked B 
strange women, with red caps on their heads and stout sticks 
>theirYands. And they rushed at the man, and one held his an 
labile the other beat him till he was nearly dead. 

A “ AVe are the avengers,” they said ; " look on us and trenibh 
if you ever beat \uur wife again, we will come and lail yt 
Keel'do^Anow r , and ask her pardon." t J 

A, 'Axid when the poor wretch did so, all trembling with 

eihey vanished awav. © ,, . A . 

” aai^the man, when they were gone, this aOflae 

^blace for tnh, I’ll leave it for ever, 5 


tt hiY tjQubled hht 





f 8 P° child St-up in the cradle. ' ^ 

’Wfeit are to do. 6a Tlnr < ‘ Nin ? f , liat * flftn has P°" e > ™ you ■ 
®»ver sejpn, but you will know ft b'/Vf 1 uf j ar !“ is tlmt - v ° u have ■■ 
jefows Oyer the mouth ’ofl .* > ,mncl ‘ of H ree “ nwBes that 

^ud tl^ee times, and’nnf 1,1 wm n „f n «-n° 0p d "' vn ft j’ J CT y out. 
OTtf want she will ^ive it to o ,i. 1 n’ mo up ’ a ’ lJ , whatev « • 

the woman, or mil will com., of it U ' J °‘ le tLe wel1 or 

*! A 0 "?" 1 ’ "' h - y drM th ' m «*» mo 1 

• :;A.*ret5‘ : ,f ;™ zrr 1 ■" t u r*- 

t ryil. J ’ * lte t'> ( l<-> mo gjoud, and not 

Witl ‘ UW well," said the woman, 

i flight of'ftolm ?;J.l 0 “id';hJ;r , l 1 !; T 1 tllB ° t lher drew h«down 

! 

nisbund, is uith W ^ s T* it M "«> htr 

mly ask no qurs, iun . H , mvl ^ t , ; J^'v. And h »™ *> ^r, 

MarbSafdthfwflhUflf ,f“,iXSlX;,^ f'f was of *T 

berythmg so that the eyes ruuhl hanily L for tf f„ S’"'Then 

Sr ». L., „ ir . 

CffSTf’ * r-■•'•". J-, r.i..co,’ ..a 

S5aKS5ri*ft tr* "■ - - •** * 

CMy son it is who told her, ’ said the king-, looking- very nmn-v 

K otheil him, and turning to one .If heJffi; ^ 

(her child.” 

ight in an infant, and placed him in 'the arms :} 

the queen, “ he is your c*vn child That ^ 
Wfusso beautifuf; aW the boy you have M 



^^^^^J^i^rDesBenger, that v& een&to change the chxMjfep 
I^^P^Vck* and you will find your own true husband at ho 
^^iown place, watching and waiting for you by day and b 
With that the door opened, and the man wl#) had 1 
Bi^Lfca'me in; and the mother trembled and was afraid. Bi 
Bljfrlkuglied, aud told her not-to fear, but to eat what was 
i|||£ ]ber, and then to go in peace. 

So they brought her to another hall, where was a tar 
golden dishes $nd beautiful flowers, and red wint 

Ife/ , cups. 

Ip;. “ Eat,” they said ; “ this feast has been prepared toi 
||'GG to us, we cannot touch it, for the food has beety spri 
W’T salt.” ' < 

j||*' * . So she ate, and drank of the red wine, and never m 
|g&#> were 80 many things set before her that wore, lovely 
• And, as was right and proper, after dinner was/wer, si 
and folded her hands together to give God thanks, 
stopped her,'and drew her down. 
mj'/;- *' Hush ! ” they said, ‘‘that name is not to he named 

v There was an angry murmur m the hall. But just tht 
' music was he{ijrd, and singing* like the singing of pries 
; poor mother was so enchanted that she fell on her 
[//A deacfl And when she came to herself it was noonday, i 
,standing by the door of her own house. And her hu 

i% out and t0 ^ her h y tll ° and hrou £ llt lier in - An 

her child, more beautiful than ever, as handsome t 
gL ^prince. ■ 

^ u Where have you been all this while t asked the 1 
, a It, is only an hour since I went away, to look fc 
Ek that the fairies stole from me,” she answered, 
pjgt “ An hour! ” paid the husband ; *' you have been 
away with your child ! And when you were ^tone, a 
HI|T? thing was laid in the cradle—-not as big as a mush 
knew well it was a fairy’changeling. But it so happei 
day, a tailor came t)y, and stopped to rest; and whei 
■|e/ h^rd at the child, the ugly misshapen thing sat up qu 
^hipin the cradle, and called out-— ( 

—»*, m Come now, what are you looking at ? Give me 

ith; * 

Aftdthe tailor gave him the straws. And when l 
ghijR plavfed and played such sweet music ort then 
ipes, that dll the chairs and tables began 
grew, tired, he fell tack in the cradle, apd4io 
the tailor/that child is m#’ 


mmmm 







Qhe day he and his wife and tlieir children were as&Jct^ 
^ wadding- of a friend about four miles off; and Janlea Lyha 
to the place, the family going on their own car. At the'^. 
y he was tin* life of the party as he always was; hut never r 
‘‘ of drink touched his lips. When evening came on, the fanf 
, out for the return home just as they had set out ; the wh 
children on the car, James Jwnan riding lies own horse, 
^ when tlie wife arrived at home, she found her husband’s 
standing at the gate riderless and quite still. They thour 
v might lone fallen m a faint, and went hack to search; wfi 
was found down in a hollow not live perches from his own 
lying quite insensible and his features distorted frightfully 
seized while looking on some horrible 'vision, 

1 hey carried him m, hut lie never spoke. A doctor wp 
for, who opened a vein, but no blood came. There he lay 
log, speechless as one dead. Amongst the crowd that ga 
round was an old woman accounted very wise by the people 


“ Send for the fairy doctor ,* 1 she said ; “ lie is struc 

So they sent off a hoy on the fastest horse for the fab", 
Tie could not come himself, but he tilled a bottle with a ; 
Then he said— 

“ Hide for your life ; give him some of this to drink and sp 
liis face and hands u1m> with it. But take care as you pa 
lone hush on the round hill near the hollow, for the fairi 
there and will hinder you if they can, and strive to bre> 
bottle." 

Then the fairy man blew into the mouth and the eyes 
nostrils of the horse, and turned him round three tlines o 
4 road and rubbed the dust off his hoofs. 

‘5Now go," he said to the boy ; “ go and never look being 
no matter what you hear." 

So the boy went like the wind, having placed the bottle 
in his pocket ; and when lie came to the lone bush the horse $ 
and gave such a jump that the bottle nearly fell, hut tb 
caught it in time and held it safe and rode on. Then he h 
cluttering of feet behind him, as of men m pursuit; but he 
f turned or looked, for he knew it was the fairies who were 
him. And shrill voices cried to him, ‘ f Hide,fast,ride fast, 
apqjl is cast! ” Still he ne\er turned round, hut rode oDj an 
; £° hold of the fairy draught till he stopped at his 

! T^or, and handed the potion to the poor sorrowing wife, 


man to drink, and sprinkled hia/^ 
But whenjtb* 

__L Vtih t 


2-gjSye of it to the sicE 
l^ands, after which he fell igto a deep sleep 
gUjjqthough he knew every one around him, th§ power, 
goue^jrom him; and fr$m that time to 1 ' 
X Soon after, he pey er uttered wo: 

.priest. 









v jar- 


fate,’'"and sorrow and death found him at last,'for tli«7'3|| 
priest is as the word of (jod. 


‘v:, the clearing from guilt. 

|i . ;f 

improve innocence of a cmne a certain ancient form is gono 
bough, whirh tli.' people ’ n, ’ k 1,11 " lth F 1 ™* awe. and call it 

mphaticullv—“ Tin■ <.'li*urin*r-" lt “ tearfnl 01,1, : a * aD ' 1 ,. m ‘ 

tanees are'known of mm wlm have died of four and trembling 
Z having passed through .lm of the Inal. -w-n , » ' 

silt. And it is cjuuHy terrible tor the accuser us well as the 

^Ont'certain 'lav lived for the ordeal the accused to the 
'hui'chvurd and cm ms aw ay a skull. Then, w rapped in a white 
ikeet, and bearing ihe skull m his hand, lie proceeds to the house 
,fthe accuser, wleoc a great crowd has assembled; for the news _ 
if “ \ Clearing ” spreads like wildliic, and all the people gather 
Litrn wmtesL Of thecae,nous . Tice, before the house • 

fAL accuser, he kneels down on In- bale I.. makes the sign * 

f the cross on his face, kisses the skull, and prays for some time • 
n sUence; the people also wait in silence, tilled w it 1, awe and 
tead not knowing what the result may he. 'then 1 he accuser, . 
[tale and trembling, cofncf forward and .-lands beside the kneeling ^ 
man' and with uplittud hand adjure him to speak tho tiutli. Oil > 5 
Sch the accused, still kneeling and holding the skill in hu hand, . 
klttera the most feaiful imprecation known in the Irish language . 
Et as terrible as ,1m. curse of lie Druids, which is ».awful 
■hat it neter r et was put into English words. Ihe accused p ays 
'hat if he fail to speak the tintD all the sins of the man whose . 
i to lPhe holds mat he laid upon Ins soul, and all the sins of Ins 
gathers back to Adam, and all the pun.shme,| due to them for 
fp evil of their lites, ami all their weakness aim sorrow Wh of - 
Idy and soul he laid on him both in this life and in the life to ■ 
for evermore. Rut if .he accuser has accused fslseh and 
! I? 0 f malice, then may all the evil rest on his head through this 
fa for ever, and mat ins soul perish everlastingly. 

; -f*ouldbe impossible to describe adequately the awe with 
' • the assembled people ljtgitotliese terrible words, and thfcg 
aileuce of the cr u^g Whey wait, to see the result. 1!*^ 
happens the madPTfrOta his knees after an in.t«vaUj 
,renounced n^fbnt hy the 'judgment of the people, and 
l is ever again uttered against him, nor is lie shunned, 

■ W the,neighbours. But the accuser is looked on wit)i| 

W{.TfV.rev*’ _ nlvr/^lrrr Dill.] 



[■ipiAIUlB. JHicmo uvso.- , ~ r . - 






’ - V' r r - - \ -i Y’* ’ 

so miserable by the coldness and su4picio 
t, many would rather suffer wrong than force th 
to undergo so terrible a trial as “ The Clearing*/* 


THE HOLY WELL AND THE MURDERER'. 


the miraculous power of tl.e water is hot should 11 thief or a ii 

V derer drink of it. Now a cruel murder hud been committen 
fevN the mumland, and tlie priest noticed the people that if the v 

derer tried to conceal himself in the island no one should har^ 
him or give him food <u* drink. It happened at tliat time t 1 
was a woman of the island alllicted v\ith pains in her limbs* 
she went to the Iloly Well to make the stations and- say 
.-prayers, and so get cured. Hut many a day passed and still 

V cot no better, though she went round and naind the well on, 
i'd/* Knees, and recited the patera and uvea as she was told. 

Then she vent to the priest and told him the story, and ho^ 
j^tf^ehed at once that the well had been polluted hy the touc> 
M^N.Some one who had committed a crime. So be bade the wo 
’ bring him a bottle of the waiter, and she did as lie desired, r l 
tii:,: leaving received the water, lie poured i|.'out, and breathed o 
three times in the name of the Trinity^ when, lo! the 
P^J^turned into blood. 

I-fevjv ^ k> ‘ Here is the evil,” cried the priest. A murderer has We- 

his bunds in the well.” 

> i He then ordered her to make a fire in a circle, which sfe^ 
y- and he pronounced some words o\er it; And a mist rose 
the form of a spirit in the midst, holding a man by the arm./ 
J'V, “ Behold the murderer,” said the spirit; and when the wo 
V v dogJced on him she shrieked— t j 

Tb, u It is mv sou ! my son ! ’ and she fainted. 

. For the year before her son had gone to live on the f 

^il&nd, and there, unknown to bis mother, he had committed 
readful murder for which the vengeance of God lay 
SjJjid when she camq to herself the spirit of fne murderer W|^f 
"We. y,*v| 

£;\“ Oh, my Lord! let him go, let lrim go ! ” she cried. . 

You wretched woman 1” ^nswered the priest. _ 
f Interpose between God pnd vengeance. Th 
dowy for/n of your eon; 1 ) 1 } t before night ^ 
t IpW, and ju^ce shall be* ” 




r^bae of its cures spread far and wide through" iy t#j 




LEGENDS OF INNIS-SARK. 

A WOMAN’S CURSE. ' 


was a woman of the Island* of Innis-Sark who was 
gjfitfcrmined to lake revenge on a man because he called her by an 
Sgjj'il name. So she went to the Saints Well, and, kneeling do^m, 
took some^of the water and poured it on the ground in the 
SP^* 16 of the devil, saying, “So may my enemy be poured out liktt 
an d he helpless on the earth ! ” Then she went round the 
backwards on her knees, and at enrli station she cast a 
in the name of the devil, and .said, “So may the cursedgll 
©mhim, and the power of the devil crush him ! ” Aftgr this ska 
afeturned home. 

ffiow the next morning thtu’e was a tiiT breeze, and some of tfaa 
jjften were afraid to go out iishing; but others said they would' 
^jr their luck, and amongst them was the man on whom the 
«g^€d. But they had not gone far from land when the boat was 
fcapsized by a heavy squall. ^ The fishermen, however, saved them* 
Selves by swimming to shore; all except the man on whom the 1 
rested, and he sank like lead to the bottom, and the wave$ 
^fjoyered him, and lie was drowned. ^ • <3f 

A, AY hen the woman heard of the fate that had befallen bee 
s ^ e rftn the beach and clapped her hands with joy and' 

K ted. And as she stood there laughing with strange anil IguricT 
bAhe corpse of the man she had cursed slowly rbse up from 
au(1 came drifting towards her till it lav almost at her, 

S $ty wet. On this she stoopedto feast her eyes ofi the 
£nt the dead man, when sudd^Mha^^n of wind screatnedb 
l^kher, and liurled her from the p^unPHraB^Aete she stood,i 
SPp.tyhen the people ran m alE haste tcHheT]!j ft< %a trace of her!; 
|jw|f could be seen. Tiie woman and the corpse of the man eliV 
|P|l^ptu*S6d disappeared together under the waves, and were neyeofe 
aw-pvflgain from that time forth. $ ' ^ 


woman in Shark Island was considered to hrfre 
tjrer any one ska disliked.* One day a man called 
in tis ongpr. The woman answered nothings 


SMtifa* ,Ci^ times &*; kw * rd on her kneea ^ and eadli titaf 
ife™ t he , r name ° f thli d evil, saying, “ So may the curse 
|$£ • rh en she returned home, and told the people i 

*. Te ? da . V8 ' flnd tllL, y w °ixld see her words had p 0 P \ver 0 
> w tlra ?, (he “»,» "’as afraid to go out in his boat teS*J 
'fel? e ' n U , 0 V- he , tlUrd ' llly ai he was walking by ttae! 

mi O u T h,S And th en every one knew tbit the 
■ h8d the w,tch ^ ^ evil, and she was held in much fear 

Stf , . - 

rhe most effective svaytif neutralizing the evil influence 
t',* ■ T\ nn the ,>b ' ,ect and -y- “ (i " d l-less it ! - But at,Other m 
t>.T L a V V0Ur W 1 *’ and sometimes people refuse, fearing to 
evi/Ttff J ‘ V i^T WUl1 tl,e,r work * whether for go 

fcT# tliat ft ! T tU fa ‘ th 1,1 U ‘ e anomtin ff with f 

*9* l- per on b !’\ t ,llclt 'M^ng stranger to spit on the all 
I nTgihonr ’ t0 ! — “ore powe 

Vif ‘ A woman who k^f a small day-school had reason to thiifl 
Jf > n el«'f of twehe years ,Jd. was bewitched, fo" 

for dM * ° f atmi ' J " lU at >- 

IH - sleen ’ 7 WD ’ ™“ haJ uno "« h f " r «■»* Go to your be, 


,^8]eep. ,f 

But next morning lm 
Up all the bread that h: 
t she took it from the <n, 


was wnr> 


and more ravenous, for h 


m e eYeVookVfrl 1 t7 ar ,11S m " U r llafi miA * f01 j, 

j#*':.? e ; ooJl ]t trum the ou*n, and not a mnele calm Wft s ] t .ft ' 
Ifb' door k tTJ tk f f ? VlU ‘ llcmft WJIS 011 tin* buy, and .she stood’In 
foTimY r a 8tftlIJ ^ r - At ^ came by, and slm 

% my Sr in> COme for tl,e luVL ' of Gud > alld 'Pit on the fa, 
|fcSlyU'>r be thmgU Z’imT ? " ^ 

W “ ?' ,e i tlle P 0 "'" of ,h " witchcraft was b ken and 
|||jO)oy was restored to bis right mind. ’ ,d 

RL^jt nderS u >eli n V f also that “<^1 S are constantly ^ 
^ " b *'' Sed —the ram, and the “defe 

^reen crops come from their power; but the fain A? 

MIS ^Yl 11 d °- malicious tricks, and la me jS 
milk and butter, if tlm^ave l^n.pffend^ 


oun, and not a si 


buy, and she stood lo 
it one came by, and shtT 

blud, and ^pit on the fu< 




u ^ r att f talt ^ 111 nnbierioua power and 


efficacy. 


'm 


^ssisSim 

^| f :p p:; y ^ 

fjemits ’ I' ^atX 177' T' 1 »“ *»“ ' 

fe %r?of t rr a tn 

fehfle race that CmXirriimS |t SaVtaJl 77 

|“S~£SSS 

te&^sssss^ 


^Winff uwhnm, and he rn^t S o dQwi 1 anJ help in the 7777 - 
KfcSr thM P 0, i, r y-Hinpr fellow before him down into a eimi^ 
l^frit.**'^ a Uge tU ' 6 WaS burnin ^ aud a kr ff fl pofwasfi] 
"" said Ih 


There Is tfi&j 


. . )1(1 inan ^ “ prepare the dinner 

bag we are going to eat.” 

silm S ™ 1° 7 h ° rr0r ’ ?" lookj ’ n * roi u>dy there *«< 
Hfflan huns- up by the arms, and an old man skinninir her V 

^^^t>7 tC * n ' d 7 '!!° ™ ,er boiI '” said tbe old m*ni 



ft good while 

mb little Bite, and throw, her into the pot- .,.■ V| 

aoyrever, the young fellow was so frightened that he f «M% 
_ llW*flcftr speechless, and could neither move hand nor foot- .' 
;rt Qet up, you fool,” said another old man, who seemed tfcy 
phe head over all; and he laughed at him. ‘‘Do your work V 
Egg^r mind; this does not hurt, her a bit. W lien she v.as tft$ 
®ave in the world she was a wicked miser, hard to the w«rl 
Sid cruel and hitter in her words and works ; so now 
Pore, and her s*ul will net er re&t in peace, because we shall cut i 
body in little hits, ami the soul will not be able to find it,„.t> 
$wander‘about in the dark to all eternity without a body. 

’*> Then the voting man knew no more till he found. himself a 
Vbeautiful liallf where a bamiuet was laid out; but, in place of t 
..lid hag, the table was coveted with fruit, mid chickens,and joj 
thrlteys, and butter, and cakes fresh from the ojen, and crys 

/f^Now sd down and eat,".said the prince, who sat at the top 
3 throne, with a red sash round Ins waist, and a gold hand 
Stead, “tfit down with this pleasant company and eat wit^ 

Jak AncHhere were many beautiful ladie, seated round, and gTS 
fjAohlemcn, with red caps and sashes; and they all smiled 

* “No|” said the young man; “ 1 cannot eat with you, for I, 
|t DO priest there to bless the food. LeU me^gn m 
I?. ‘CNot at least till you taste our wine, said the prince wit 

I' with the bright red wme, and gin e it lnm. And w he 1 ^ , 

^' the sight of it tempted him, and he Could not hrfp * um8 i“t 
fe.drank it all off without stopping; for it seemed to him t 
g|‘delicious draught he ever had m his whole life. . . 

fe; Eut no sooner had 1m laid down the glass, than o. e 
$vtKunder shook the building, and all the lights went out, au 
llfound himself alone inthe dark night lying under the very' san$ : 
E where he had cast himself down to sleep, .red afte hm w 
Qp'he made his way home at lost; but the teste ofMtaa w 
“burned in his veins, and a fever was on hint night and, W>. 
^pbcr draught; and he did* no good, but pined 
Xfffry mansion, though ho never found it any 
Udiddm l)ia youth, a warning to all who eat of d 
Wot drink of the Miry wine ; for never more will tM 
m&W Co'ndent, or be’fit for their work, as m the day? 
l$Py&ili waa on them, whiclhbjings (h>om_ and dwthi 
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young people die, either ben or women, who were remarfelf 
J&le ftjr beauty, it is supposed that they are carried off by 
^Vriejto the fairy mansions under the earth, where they live j&'wj 
ppletupid palaces and are* wedded to fairy queens or princes. 
sometimes, if their kindred greatly desire to see them, they aw|| 
jputow r ed to visit the tarlli, though no enchantment has yet/beemi 
Gi^Covered powerful enough to compel them to remain or resunlAV$ 
Again the mortal life. 

^Sometimes when tlm fishermen are out they meet a strange 
filled with people ; and when they look on them they know thw® 
?M r are tlm dead who lia\e been earned ojf by the"fairies 
their wiles andbenehuntnmiUs to dwell in the fairy palaces. 

V ^ Iie ,]a y a man was out fishing, but caught nothing; and w«|k 
just turning home in despair at his ill-luck yhen ho suddenly sa^fl 
a boat with three persons m it; and it seemed to him that thelSjl 
Were his comrades, the \ery men who just a yhar before had bwjojv§| 
drowned in that spot, but wIiom* bodies were never recovered, an<$Pll 
he kmtw that he looked upon the dead. Hut the men were^a 
friendly, and called out to hnn — j jjgjj 

, /*Cast your line as we direct, and you will haws lircli.- 7 
So he cast his line as they bade him, and presently drew irn aiJ 
Bite fish, 4 ‘ 

- J( Now, cast again” they said, ‘‘and keep beside us, and row f&S 
^hore, but do not look on us.” 

l S° ho did a * directed and hauled up fish after fish till his boa$l 
full, and then he drew it up to the’landing-place. * 

Now, they said, “ wait and see that no one is about before 
toil land.” • V% 

the man looked up and down tlie shore, but saw no 
he turned to land Ins fish, when, behold, the men and 
^JOpd boat had wmished, and he saw' them no more. IIow r eVebgI| 
landed his fish with much joy and brought them alf safely®^ 
though the wise people said that if he had not turned awa#*Jl 
that time*but kept his eyes steadily oil the men till hAg« 

E bantment, would liaye been broken that held fh^^ro 
nd the dead would liaye been restored to th& ettf 
fir kindred in the island who mourned for 

^ ^ DEATH 




blie baid at lubt; “ and why do you stall 


y > y , ; - : ' ’- r 'jW 

hear the sound of low music,-and tttrftfo£\S& 

$Jd at some distance a crowd of people dancing and, riift) 
try, And she grew afraid and turned her head away nefT 
^85'See them. r Then close by her stood a young man, pale and 
^JOoking, and she beheld him with fear. 

S f* r “ Who are you?” 1 - !1 ^ 1 * - 

ih.beside me ? ” * 

YYVY u You ought to know me,” he replied, for I belong to til 1 
Vwh/Af.place; but make haste now and come away, or evil will befa 
' you.” 

y? .V Then she stood up and was going away with him, when tb 
crow r d left off their dancing and ran towards them crying— 
u Come back; come hack, come hack ! ” 

“ Don’t stop ; don’t listen,” said the voung man,“ but follow me 
Then they both began 1o run, and ran on until they reached 
hillock, * 

u Now we are safe,” said lie ; “ they can’t harm us here.” An 
when they stopped lie said to her again, “Look me in the fa< 
Ci r and say if you know r me now ^ ’’ 
fty'r. “ /So,” she answered, “ you are a stranger to me.” 

^{/ v “ Look again,” he said, “ look me straight m the face and yo 
will know me.” 

jf? / Then she looked, and knew' instantly that lie w r as a man wl 
s? .bad been drowned the year before m the daik winter time, an 


, ^ 
A>>, ' 




■r 


;A// the waves had never c.yt up ln> body on the shore. 
tbrew r up her arms and cried aloud— 
s u Have you news of my child ' ffa\ 


And si 




: ’ haired girl, that was stolen from me this day seven years. 


voif seen her, my fai 

‘ Wi 


sag w . 

.she come liack to me never no more ' ’ 

Vg’h? u I have seen her,” said the man, “but she will never con 
back, never more, for she has eaTeii of the fairy food and mu 
now r stay with the spirits under the sea, for she belongs to the* 
body and soul. Hut go home now, for it is late, and evil is ne: 
you ; and perhaps you will meet her sooner than you think.” 

\ Then as the women turned her face homeward, the man di 
_ appeared and she saw him no more. 

f A lien at last slie reached the thresh,old of her house a fear ai 
trembling came on her, and she called to her husband that^n 
./-one stood in the doorway and she Could not pass. And with th 
^y/^she fell down on the threshold on her face, but spake no WO* 
And when they lifted her up she was dead. 

t 0 


KATHLEEN. 



girkfrotn Innis-Sark had ft lover, a 

cfpK-hwttn accident, to her great 

. 







$ 

C'Jr\ 


oe&v'ening' at sunset, as 'she sat by the roadsldq^cry i ng ,.. c . c 
j[Qut, a beautiful lady came by all in white, and"tapped hef \:^ 
he cheek. 4 

fltan’t cry, Kathleen/’ she said, u your lover is safe. *J u^t take ’ g 
Sibil ring of herbs and look through it and you will see him. IJd *'# 
with a grand company, and wears a golden circlet on his lioifd 
if*’and a scarlet sash round* his waist.” 

£ So Kathleen took the ring of herbs and looked through it, and 
fi there indeed was her lo\er in the midst, of a great company dano /v 
'.//in^on the hill; and lie was very pale, but handsomer than ever, 
^,wuih the gold circlet round lus head, as if they had made him a /1 
l?gpri|ce. 

y\ "'t Now,” said the lady, “ here is a larger ring of lierhs, Take it, Ag 
t ^ : an4 whenever you want to see \our lover, pluck a leaf from it and g« 
8?J}utnit; and a great unoke will arise, and you will fall into a 
v.trance; and in.tlie trance \our lover will carr\ you away to the •'£' 
i fpiry rath, and there you may dance all night with him on the* 

: greensward. But sav no prayer, and muk^ no sign of the cross ; v 
/.while the smoke is lining, or your lo\er will disappear for 
£gever.” * A-g 

From that time a great change came over Kathleen. Sue said A/^? 
£ mo prayer, and cared for no pirnst, and never made the sign of the /A’/ 
y cross, hut every night shut Imrsdf up in her room, and burned a/A A 
g leaf of the ring of herbs die had b<*en told; and when the ,*/ 
gv'\emoke arose she fell into a deep sleep and knew no more. But in gy, 
//the moaning she told her people that, though she seemed tobe'-.,^* 1 

! r lying in her bed, she was tar away with the fairies on the hill^/t 
y dancing with her lo\er. And die*wns very happy in her new'life, 

/ and wanted no priest nor praver nor mass any more, and all the-? 
^dead were there dancing with the rest, all the people &1}0 had 
known; and they welcomed her and gave her wine to drink in . 
little crystal cups, and told Iter she must soon come and stay with 
them and with her lover for e\ermore. 

' Now Kathleens mother was a good, honest, religious woman, , 
and she fretted much o\er her daughter’s strange state, for she 
knew the girl bad been fairy-struck. Ho she determined to w atch; 

^ and one night when Kathleen went to her bed as usual all alone 
/by herself in the r<jom, for die would allow no one to be with her*^ 
J/The mother crept up and looked through a chink in the door, ant MS3 
|Aihen she saw Kathleen tulce the round ring of herbs from a secret At 
vj/placo in the press and pluck a leaf from it and burn it, on whicbM 
great smoke aroaetond the girl fell on her bed in a^deep trance^ 
yj/ the mother could no longer keep silence, for she saw 
A'/waa devil’s work in it; and she fell on her knees and pr^ 

mdir 


















tl'iigli wentia^lly to his home, Sw no\v he kn$wflia ri ,. 
had mocked him and punished him, because he trQttbi j 
^ ^tjeir revels on November Eve—that one night of all the 
pj^wben tke’dead can leave their graves and dance in the modfifighfi^ 
^ 'on the hill, and mortals should stay at home and never dare 1 ' 
jfNJook on them. ‘ * 


THE DANCE OF THE DEAD, 


■ ' | 

It is especially dangerous to he out late on the last nightie 
■of November, for it is the closing scene of the revels—the last'll 
.night when the dead have leave to dunce on the hill with 
■-fairies, and after that they must all go hack to their graves andtjjf 
• lie in the chili, cold earth, without music or wine till the nei;t ty 
November comes round, when they all spring up again in their N 
fihrouds and rush out into the moonlight with mad laughter. 

One November nuiht, a woman of Shark Island, coming liomeN 
A late at the hour of the dead, grew tired and sat down to rest,;.-*; 
when presently a yoitiig man came up and talked to her. ’ 

A\ ait a hit,” he said, “ and you will see the most beautiful A 
'dancing you ever looked on there by the side of the hill.” ^ " A 

■ > And she looked at him steadily. He was very pale, and seemed/ 4 ?' 
‘"'sad. ‘ v • Ay 

4*' Why are you so sad: ” she asked, k< and as pale as if you H 


3 ? 


#: 




were dead P " 

Look well at me,” lie answered. u D() you not know me ? T 
4 . i( Yes, I know you now,” she said. “ You are young Men that 

* v ‘tvas drowned last year when out lishing. What are you here for P ’■ 

a ‘‘Look,” lie said, “at the side of the hill and you will see- wby'H| 

# I am here.” * 

And she looked, and saw a great company dancing to sweetly 
$ music; and amongst them were all the -dead who had died 
y\ long as she could remember—men, women, and children, aU*inN3? 
y l 'white, and their faces were pale as the moonlight. . 

/* “ Now,” said the young man, “ run for your life; for if onctfi^ 

g r .the fairies bring you into the dance you will never be able tO^‘ 

; leave them any more.” 

Cy But while they were talking, the fairies came up and dancer 
jgylround her in a circle, joining their hands. And she fell to 
S&jjfround in a faint, and knew no more till she woke up inAb 
t^mornmg in her own bed at home. And they all saw that 
^face was pale as the dead, and they knew that she had goi 
Y^ystroke. So the herb doctor was sent for, and every ndW 
save her, hut without avail, for just as the moon rose" 

90 ft, low music was heard round the house, 

‘ ik&E&t the,woman she was dead. A * . „ 



I tmgat'le"People, 

in a loud voice,“Take care of the »nt«, ,.■$ 
I he Irish, “Away with yourself from tb, ^ 
v the Spirits of the dead last buried ire hen 
id it would he dangerous if the water fell on ,, 

| nifflit a woman suddenly threw out a pail of , 
lit thinltintr of the warning words. ImtMf , 
of n person m pain, but no om was seen, 
night a Hack lamb entered the house, having < 
■aided, and it lav down moaning by the hearth 
'v all knew this was tin, snirit that had been 
nan. And they carried the dead lamb °ut,; . 

ltd Snmto^hetu^lavSiand^ 
a;.! ofTel’tlf hnv.l .,upp,ued tniuty tnn^.the 
SfP» was sint for attd tinallv. bv the^j «M ^ . 

spirit of the d.,11 w 'J ,te dead lamh found 

Reared no more ^ fl.r .t, d hough it had been laid , 

fe^he?r a own hands 'deep in the earth anJ covered with the 


^-Before'an uecident happens to a boat, or a^'hath b\ h har-^ 
& music is often beard, ns ,f under the wa tor, « 

Sdnious lfaentatmns, and then every one in * « know* 

$§£* iX wu« -^S^tJSSSi 
Ippt'l^SSS.L A -"« “ ” 


^Vperstitions concerning the DEAD. - 

s$SSS“fiSSi 

4 Gather Igathi ! gather." WU a sea* 

loused which non# hut the initiated know. ■ ( 

is to facilitate robberies. If * candle w P la f^J 
neither wind nor water can ext-tngunlr it 
■jw^e ’tha mmattfrwiU' 
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family Tried this charm for fun, thinfin^sfuj? 
of one of her fellow-servants, and next morning 
asked the result, 

T v . u Throth, ma'am/’ she answered, “there never 
^foolish trick, for it was of the master himself I was dreamit 
rfhight, and of no one else.” ■ 

;t Soon after the lady died, and the girl, remembering her 
//watched her opportunity to tie a piece of skin taken from a 
-recently buried round the arm of her master while he slept. 
k this he became violently in love with the girl, though 8he\W$||| 
exceedingly uglv, and within the year 1m married her, hi6 
,/the while remaining fervent and unchanged. - -’$$1 

: v , But exactly one year and a day after her marriage her bedrop'j|§| 
to&k fire by accident, and the strip of skin, which she had 
-'carefully hidden in her wardrobe, was burnt, along with alfl^re 


“ grand wedding-clothes, lmme<liatmy tne magic cnarm "TO 
broken, and the hatred of the gentleman for his lew-horn wi| 

■ became as strong Hi, the ]n\e he had once felt for her. 

^. Jn her rage and grief at finding nothing'but coldness and insujfjf 
/fihe confessed the whole story ; and, in consequence, the horror$tj 
r / inspired amongst the people was so great that no one would serij 
her with food or drink, or sit near her, or hold any intercourse WjS 
her; and she died miserably and half mad before the second 
'/was out—a warning and i terror to all who work spells in' t$Jj 

■ name of the Evil One, ; { 


Immediately the magic charm 
of tin 1 gentleman for his hi\v-born W$S$ 
]o\e he had once felt for her. 
at finding nothing but coldness and insuJ$^ 
story ; and, in consequence, the horror‘$pp 


THE FENIAN KNIGHTS. 


A LEGEND OE THE WEST. 


, J90& 

; There is a fort near the Killeries in Connemara called 
^ Kceran. One day the powerful chief that lived there invited 

f ' rest Fiomi Ma-Coul, with his son Oscar and a band?of.Pe|ijffl^ 
nights, to a great banquet. But when the guests arrived^Mjljg 
qffofipd no chairs prepared for them, only rough benches of 
'/p]iced round the table. ‘ ‘ ^ * '1^ 

/p So Oscar and Ins father would take no place, but stood watcj|l|§ 
for they suspected treachery. The knights, however, 

Ic'llOthing, sat down to the feast, but were instantly fixed 
^^MlcheS so firmly by magic, that they could neither 

^®,pBieii, L PiorLn began to chew bis thumb, from 
a^uy'dd- knowledge of The future, and by bis magic 



PlffijiP ' "''' < | ■ vy-; r x g 

p^.winam fgr<5,- thw must all die, for thtij* had heet£yp| 
Ijid-iia-KeerAii only to bo slain by their treacliei^il^^ 
unless the warrior was killed and iiis blood sprinkled^ 
muf enian knights, they must remain fijed on the wooden^jf, 

ffejj$b&$for ever. y 

JS^O^ar of the Lion head rudind foitli to the encounter. And' u 
l^ltinJhis spear at the mighty horseman, and they fought des- n 
Ssl^ter|till the setting of tin sun Then at last Oscar triumphed; N; 
^a *9 his 5 and lie cut off the head of his ad\eisai\* and 
4 t on Ins spear all bleeding to tie* fort, where lie let the 
dijop down upon the Tuonan knights that were transfixed bv 
Ifo kin. iQn this they at one* sprang up five and scatheless, all 
Sjyjefpt One, for on him unhap]ul\ no hlood 1 tad fallen, and so he 4 
^chained fixed to the bench. Uis companions fried to drag him 
by main force, but us they did so tin* skm of His thighs was . 
$feft' 0 h the bench, and 1 m was like to die. t ’ r 

r^fhen they killed ft sheep, and wrapped the fleece round him , 
from the animal to heal him. tso In* was cured, hut cver^ - 
Iter, strange to relate, sevm stone ..f wool w*ro annually shorn 
Ijfrom hjs body as long us he lived. 


&£**- The manner in wlneh Fiona learned the m\story of obtaining ^ 
f$wlsdom from his thumb was m this as in\ > y 

Pt happened one turn* when lie was ipute a youth that he was 
1 prisoner by a one-esed giant, who at first was going to kill 'A 
hilt then he changed Iils mind and sent him to the kitchen 
fed the dinner. Now there was a great and splendid salmoiW 

fMling on the tire, and tic* giant mid - . ... . V*j 

$f f/ 5 Yatch that salmon till it is done ; but if a single blister rise ~ 

&kdn you shall he killel . 11 » 

P^hen the giant threw himself down to sleep while waiting tor 

f ScFiomi watched the salmon with all his eyes, hut to his 
L saw a blister rising on the beautiful siLcr skin of the nsh, 

JiLin his fright and eagerness he pressed his thumb down on it ^ 
|%tten it: then the pain of the burn being great, he clapped 
*§ thumb into his mouth and kept it there to suck out the the, . 
^ei? he drew it bacf, howe\ei, lm found, to his surprise that Tm '■ 
id a knowledge of all that was going to happen to him, and ft ^ 
gnsense of what he ought to do. And it came into lus mind_ \ 
Tif he put out the giant’s eye with m iron rod heated in th 
AjW could escape from fhe monster. So he heated the rodpi 
grille the giant slept he plunged it into his eye, and before^ 
^^^Bd being recovered from the shock, Fionn escaped,, ati* 

*■4 Wk safe amongst his own people, th^Femaii 

%r. 
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SPKQ Strangers more. * . , -V, '^JE|S 

Kndere have great faith in the power of the Virgm^aT^^^ 
^ord Himself told St, Bridget that Ilia mother had a throng® 
!tl near His own ; and whatever she asked of God it. 

, especially if it was unv grace or favour for the lrish^J 
because lie held them in greut esteem on account of their 


rolefbecause lie held them in 
£jfy #M good works. 


^/? the dead soldier. 

l K 'rd'is an island in the Shannon, and if a mermaid is seen «ie’{1 
Loathe rocks in the sunshine, the people know that, a crime ^ 
itTheen committed somewhere near; for she never appears buOJS 
Hbnonnce ill-luck, and slm has a spite against mortals, an<J^ 

dMces at their misfortunes. .'tjs 

One day a vmnig lislieriimn wns drawn l.ytlie current toward^ 
ibifiland, and lm came mi a long streak of red blood, and had tpy, J 
ill his boat through it till lm reached the rocks where the 
[a&was seated ; and then llie boat went round and round as 
Whirlpool, and sank down at last under tlm waves. ‘-m 

''Still lm did not lose consciousness. He looked round and saw ,.,, 
fotLe was in a beautiful country, with tall plants growing alljA, 
Wr it; and the mermaid came and sang sweetly to him, and .ty 
iLef him wine to drink, hut he would not taste it, for it wa»;s| 
a like blood. Then he looked down, and to Ins horror ho smyjl 
tidier Iving on the floor with hi* throat cut; and nl round hun ^ 
S|a pool of blond, and lie remembered no more till he found rv 

mself again in his bout drifting iiginnM a hurricane, nwfsud* v| 
Wily he was dashed upon a rock, where his friends who were m- ; t 
Si of him found him, and carried lam home. There he beard ,Jj| 
rteange thing: a soldier, a deserter front the Athlone BarcacVft 'f 
JL pursued had cut his throat and flung himself over the bridge, 
ifthe river; and this wns the very man the young Asher 
to Ivinc a corpse in llic mermaid f* cave. After this he baa licr^J 
fee or comfort till lm went to the priest, who exorcised^im-^ 
ggLtfave him absolution : and then the wicked Hiren of the rock# ^ 
Piblcd him no more, though she still lmunts the islands t,UJ| 
$npn and tries to lure vic&ima to their death. 1 






lb nttrse ask what, she pleased. ’ xfcy wom§E| 
re three things for ray* sons and their race—lucfc^ 
learning, and luck m gambling/' which thing# ^ 
id to this day the family are the richest, the * 
driest in the whole neighbourhood. Tb&y win " 
id at e\ery ra|«, but always by fair play arid’ 
and not the^iest luniself can bent them at/ 
nd every one knows that the power comas to"" 
•v gift,though good luck comes with it and not 1 
rork of their hands has prospered through every 
le day of the Three Wishes. 


■ THE FAIRIES AS * FALLEN ANGELS. - ^ 

a, . _ _ 

The islandslike all the Irish, believe that the fairies are the 
alien angels who were east down by the Loi«l Hod out of lieayen o 
‘or their sinful pride. And some fell into the sea, and some oil ; 
he dry land, and some fell deep down into hell, and the devil\ 
jites to these knowledge and jower, and sends them on earth 
iyhere they wank mueli e\ il. but tlu- fames of the earth and the y- 
-are mostly gentle and beautiful creatures, who will do no v >; 
jarm if they aie let alone, and allowed to dance on the fairy ratha 
ft,the moonlight to their own sweet music, undisturbed by the 
Dreeence of mortals. As a rule, the people look on tire as the ^ 
prefiEpreservathe against witclieribl, for the de\il Inis no power/- 
K&cept in the dark So tln*\ put a live coal under the churn, an4 ; 
jffty wave a lighted wisp of stiaw above the cow’s head if the’ 
.seems sickly. Hut as to the pigs, they take no troubk*, for 
&ay the de\il has no longer any power o\er them now, 
/nCn they light a candle they eioss tlieniseUcs, because the evil*-' 
jjlitits are then clearing out of the house m fear of the light.- , 
fptre and Holy Whiter they hold to fa sacred, and are powerful; 
ilpd the best safeguard against all things e\il, and the surest teat’ 
ft;-case of suspected witchcraft. H 


THE FAIRY CHANGfcLING. 

favemirg, a ipan was coming home late, and.ho parsed a 

Stood by a window', talking. ' - ' > g jB 

cradle 



W&e laid down an infant on a sliEt 
<$m •? „ “ a f cret sIee P> a » d ;t was draped all 

Wait, said the other, “till you have had some fo^ksM^S 
JW'ltto the fairy queen, as I promised, in place of the 
flt Wf have laid m the cradle hy the nurse. Wait alsodUEals 
wn^riS8%and then you slmlj^ave the payment vhitf^’ 

They then both turned from the window. Xow the ni®-l 
at there was some devil’s magic in it all. And when the wmS 
rned away he crept up close to the open window and DtitH 
rnd m and seized the sleeping child and drew it out qtiietjjf 
ithout. ever a sound. Then he made off ns fast as he coUldil 
s own home, before the women could keow*ant tljing aboutffl 
d handed the child to his mother's care. Now ‘the mother^! 
gry at first, hut when he told Jier the story, she ludieied .]u|i 
- put the baby to sleep—-a lovely bountiful bnv y ith 
:e an angel. * ‘ 

Next inorniiur there was a Great commotion in the \ 1 11 o£r©t*fo! 
e news spread that the first-born son of the givat lord of til 
ace, a lo\ely, healthy child, died suddenly m the night, witUoul 
er haying lmd a sign of sickness. AVhen thoy looked at hmM 
e mormng, iiiere ho laid dead in his crudh*, and lie was sim&Jfi 
d wizened like a little old man, and no beauty was seen on 
v more, So great lamentation uas heard on all sides, m±M{ 
10 e c ™ n W ffatlwred to the wake. Amongst them cpme-Jf 
uug man who had earned off the child, and when he Imikediofj 
3 little wizened thing in the cradle he laughed. Nowthl 
rents were angrv at Ins laughter, and wanted to turn liim nut, r | 
But he said, ‘ A\ mt, put down a good tire,” and they did sdv&i 
Ihen he went over to the cradle and said to the hideous U£§fl 
iatnre, in a loud voice brfore all the p» j ople— 

'If you don’t rise up this minute ami leave the place, I wlH 
m you on the lire; for I know right well who you areffiffl 
iere you came from/’ “ ‘ > 

It once the child sat upland began to grin at him ; and iM 
•usn to the door to get away; hut the man caught hofcfbr 
1 threw it on the fire. And the moment it felt the hefft* 
nea into a black kitten, and flew up the chimney and was 
more. \ u 

Hien the man sent word to his mother to bring the otffefiJ 
0 was round to he the true heir, the lord's own son. So'j3® 

) great rejoicing, fed the child grew up to he a great Io^mT* 
yand, when his time came, lie ruled well over the estatSi 
.descendants^ are living to this day, for all filings £31 
K?«W c $fterBe was saved from the fairiesn ' "foP* 



v/4' 


FAIRY WILES. 


Jpett the fairies steal awux a lieautiful mortal child liieydea 
widened little creature in its place. And these fat 
ffiw U P malicKinland wicked, and have xuracio 
pfttite?. Ihe urihuppx parents often tiy the test of tire for tb$ 
jb in this w ise—placing it in the centre of the cabin, they lights 
jite round it, and fully expect to see it changed into a sod of turfi 
pt if the child survives the ordeal it is accepted as one of tiC 
t 'Uiiy, though xery grudgingly; and it is generally bates] by alF 
i neighbours for its unpisli w ays. Hut 1 he children of the bidW! 
, b a ^Hal Mother are ahvavs clexer and beautiful, on$ 
Specially excel m music and dancing. They are, howevel^ 
j£tesinnate and wilful, and ha\e strange, moodv fits, when they 1 ; 
d6sire solitude ahoxe all things, and seem to hold converse witj$ 
dneeen spwnual hemgs. 

V 'Fine xmmg peasant women are often carried off by the' fairi^ 
td nurse their little fairy piogeny. Hut tli? woman is allowed fire 
come back to her own mtant aftm* sunset. However, on enterings 
the house, the husband must at once thioW holy water over hejd 
in the name of (h»d, when she will he restored t^|her own shapo.* 
For sometimes slm conms with a hissing nc »i*=i> like a serpent; thei$| 
ihe appears blade, and slnouded him one from the dead; and|f 
lastly, m her own duipe, when dm takes her old place by the 
ftnd nurses her bnb\ ; and the husband must ask no questions, bt)<§ 
give her food in silence If she falls u,sleep the third night, ndl$ 
Will be well, for the himhund at once ties a rid thread across t&jS 
door,to prevent the fairies coming m to carry her off, and if tlijsg 
third night passes oxer safely the fairies huxe lost their poweisj 
Xer hei for evermore. p , • y 


jfc. 


SHAUN-MOR. 


. A LEO END OF TNM8-SARK. 

islanders belfcve firmly in the existence of fairies who live i 
EJjfrcaves by the sea—little men about tbe height of u sod of tifrj 
^ bO come tmt of the fissures of the rocks and are bright- " 
fc&fry, wearing green jackets and red eup<jfand ready enough 
j|p anj' one they like, though often very malicious if offend^ 

.Si 



■tit Tnm fli$ secret’’of power, so 
)v his enemies j and even as to thft'fSS™ 
of them, and could fight half a dofeiJ of^«| 
e so minded, and pitch them into the sMoj 
seaweed. So the fairies were angered 
ion, and determined to do him a malicious 
selves when They were up for fun. SfftiHg 
returning home, lie suddenly ,mw a n-reat riVea 
s home. ‘ r 

ay... “ u " •'”?** 1 K' 1 * acnKs now? ” lie cried a1..u.l; and 
$y*t$iy an eagle eame up to him. - y 

V “ gg* C T, Shaun-Mov,” suid the .‘agl,., “ hut on my bahif 
^;and 111 carry you safely.” ~ v >-? 

*■. Sli (inn.lt . 1 .1 v, J xl. __ J] • 1 , . . _ ; 


my bftfefi 


t' <d~° ^haun-Mnr on Minted, and they jjew right up ever so hitfho 
nitill at last tho ouglo tumblod hiiii oil hv tlm side of n Meat 
amount am m a place lie had ne\er >emi before. g 

& “ Thi : >» 11 bad tn, -' k .'«><»played me," ,-aid Sliitun , “ tell met 
* jwhere J am now: ” ^ 

“ Von are in the lmmi,” said the crude. “ and of ( P,wti +1, 


that he trembled 1 * 
mv*. Tell me how 


i ou are m the nnom, said the ongle, “ and net down the best 
'^av you can, for now I must he off; so good-bye. Mind vott 
dont fall olT the edge, Hood-bye,” and with that the eagle 
disappeared. ^ e <-> 

„ Jlist I 110 ” a c * ft in t}l,v roi-k opened, and out came a man as pals 
ypfes the dead with a reaping-hook in his hand. \ 

“What brings you here >■ " said ho “Only tho doad come:'' 
^here, and he looked fixedly nf Shaun-Mor s (J that he trembled* 
like one already d\ ing. 

’• t “ 0 y° ,ir worship/' ho said, “ 1 1„ O far from lmro. Tell nie how 
X am to get down, hi id help nie 1 I ihu/ccIi you, M , 

i “\ v » that 1 will/ s >nd the pale-faced man *• Here is theMielMj 
givepyog/ and with that lie gave him a blow with the reaping-, 
r ' book which tumbled Shaun right oyer the edge of the moon; atld\ 
^ ^ an(1 fe]1 ever so far till luckily he came in tho midst otM 
K-Jock of geese, and the old gander that was leading stonned aniL 
rtyed him. 5 ‘g® 

J U Wlj at are you doing here, Shaun-Mor ? ” said he, “ for I ks^m 
W 0 } 1 weI1 - rv0 ()ften '^‘en you down in Shark. What will youf! 
|$i£e say when she hears of your being out so late at n&figt 
Hindering about in this way. ‘it is very disreputable, and no w&to 
OT} u gld gander would *do the like, much less a mail; I 

k$l 0 7 0llr honour,” ^ i( i tho poor man, “ it is an evil turn of'jJ§3 
|j&K witches, for they have done all this; but let me just get pm^B 
back, and if your honour brings me safe to my ertiva 
ev$r grateful to every goose and gander in, 

RmA . 1 ’ An vv, ’tr 'k/i U, ^ ' Jf xt‘ _ 'i.'lfgi v 



I great clatter over Shaun ) but h$ couldn’t mahaPjl 
0 its hack, so he caught hold of one leg, and he 
mt down and down Till (hey came to (lie sea, ' 1 , 
o/' said the gander, “ and find your way home tho^ 
fan, for, I lm\e loo a great deal of titfie*with you , 
lust, he away; and he shook off Shaun-Mor, who^ 
p down into (In* sea, and when he was almost dead;' 
came Killing to, and (lapped him all nu*r with its 
v no more nil he opened his eves lying on the grass!/ 
d b\ a great ."tune, and his wife was standing over 
^iiit|drenching him with a ureal pail of water, and flapping his face 
g'wi^h her apron. 

tl ien he fold ins w T ife the whole story, which he said wuay 
as gospel, hut I don I think she believed a wool of it, though, 
gfihe was afraid to let on tin* lihe to Shaun-Mor, who ailirms to this* 
|flyrtbat il was all the w'ork of the fanies, though wicked people * 
ijnight laugh and jeer and sn\ lie was drunk. 


aid he shook off Shaun-Mor, wbo^'s 
n* sea, and when he was almost dead;‘^ 
o, and flapped him all nu*r with its , 
he operud Ins eves lying on the grass!/ 
tune, and his wife was standing over 
’•‘ill pail of water, and flapping his face ^ 


THE CAVE FAIRIES. 


THE TEATUA-DE-DANANX, 


tjr is believed hy many people that the ca\e fairies are the 
^remnant of the ancient Tiiuthu-de-Daminns who once ruled /\^ 
Ireland, but Wrie conquered hy the Milesians. "'vjj 

Sy/These Tuatlia were great iieerumancers, skilled in all magic, and^ ,/• 
mttcellent in all the arts as builders, poets, and musicians. At first Ajj 
H&q Milesians were going to destroy them utterly, but gradually 
Mte so fascinated and eaptnaled h\ the gifts and powvr of tJiV^ 
AtMatha that they allowed them to remain and to build forts, 
^jdjt^re they InHd higfli fest’md wuth music and singing and the dhi 
of the hards. And tin* breed horses they reared could 
jP&be surpassed in the world— tleet as the wind, with the arched's 
§4ftciand the broad chest and the quivering nostril, and the largo 
i&ya that showed they were made of fire and flame, and not of dull, 
gteavy earth. And The Tuatha made stables for them in the great 
of the hills, and they were shod with silver and had golden 
and never a feline was allowed to ride them. A spleiMrdyJ 
was the ca\aleude of the Tuatha-de-l)anann knight^ 
tm-acore speeds, each with a jewel on his forehead like a stpjj " 
horsemen, all the sons of kings, in their 
fringed with gold, and golden helmets on their heaa,j 
" vegpn fheir limbs, and each knight having,ip bi& 


veilor a V; Lm53r65 a 'yfto and 'marfff 


they could resist the power of death. ' jV ‘J 


ptf " EDAIN THE QUEEN. 'J| 

f Now it happened that the king of Munster one day se^S 
beautiful girl bathing, and he loved her and made her his qu$ 
And in all the land was no woman so lovely to look upon asd 
fair Edain,-and the fame of her beauty came to the ears ofvl 
great and powerful chief and king of the Tuatha-de-T)anann, Mtt 
by name. So he disguised himself and went to the court of t 
king of Munster, as a wandering bard, that lie might look on 1 
beauty of Edain. And lie challenged the king to a game of eh* 
\Vho i& this man that I should play chess with him ? 1 said 1 

king. 

’ ‘‘Try me,*’ said the stranger; “ you will find me a worthy fc 
l . Then the king sail—“But the “chess-board is m the quee 
apartment, and I cannot disturb her.” - ti 

h However, when the queen heard that a stranger had dialler^ 
the king to chess, she sent her page in with the chess-board,^ 
then came herstdf to greet the stranger. And Midar was 
dazzled with her beauty, that he could not speak, he could oi 
g’ttzo on her. And the queen also seemed troubled, and aftej 
dine she left them alone. 

“ Now, what shall we play for ? ” asked the king. 

; “ Let the conqueror name the reward,” answered the strang 
and whatever he desires let it he granted to him. 
u Agreed,” replied the monarch. 

\ Them they played the game and the stranger won. 

What is your demand now f ” cried the king. *■ {i 1 have gil 
tftf'tvord that whate\er \ou name shall he yours.” , 

v^I demand the Lady Edain, the queen, us*my refrard,” replj 
stranger. “ But J shad not ask you to give her up to me-d 
jjils day year.” Ami the stranger departfid. - i 

|ANow the king was utterly perplexed and confounded, hut 
mok good note of the time, and on that night just a twelvemof 
lie made a great feast at Tara for all the princes, and, 
Placed three lines of his chosen warriors all round the palace,;^ 
any stranger to enter on pain of death. So all u| 
|&$re r as he thought, he took his place at the feast wit]® 
frn&vk Edain beside him, all glittering with jewelsand 
OD her head, and the revelry w r eht on till 
ffidij'bis horror, the king looked tfmnnd there stood. tn£ 
the hall hut no yuis seemed to ^ 





encliantMent I , 

she Came to him, And he lifted her up on hl^lrBri 
^jjsfeed her tenderly, and brought her hack safely to 
wif lhra; where they lived happily ever after. 

S^S’.But soon after the power of the Tuatha-de-Dauann was iffjr 
ever, and the remnant that was left took refuge in the^jS 
^j&ywhere they exist to this day, and practise their magic, and 
jyfferpells, and are safe from death until the judgment day. 


THE ROYAL STEED, 




Of the great breed of splendid horses, some remained for set^ra, 
centuries, and were at once known by their noble shape' aQ<S 
^qualities. The last of them belonged to a groat lord in Connaught 
^and when lie died, all Iih effects being sold by auction, the royal 
steed came to the hammer, and was bought up by an emissary^ 
£|;'vthe English Go\ eminent, who wanted to get possession of a sjfe$ 
men .of the magnitieent ancient Irish hived, in order to h&Vd'|B 
fey - transported to England. 'Afe 

Slii-v But when the groom attempted to mount the liigh-spbdjSa] 
-animal, it reared, and threw the base-born churl violently to tfc{£ 
ground, killing him on the spot, - ^ 

Then, fleet as the A\md, the horse galloped away, and fmali|| 
plunged into the lake and was seen no more. So ended the 
nCj. race of the mighty Tuutha-de-Danunn horses in Ireland, the r li)& 
p^.of which has never been seen since in all the world for maje^tS 


•— - \$j| 

’ Sometimes the cave fairies make a straight path in the sea 
|h>' one island to another, all paved with qoral, undeif the wate$} 
^y-BQ one can tread it except the fairy race. Fishermen comingJ&ti§ 
j&cJgte at night,on looking down, have frequently seen them ri 
jf&md re-paying—a black hand of little men with black doga^lj 
l&Are very fierce if any one tries to touch t* m. ' *“■_ 

There was an old man named Con, who lived on an island ^ 
Sfelone, except for a black dog who kept him comnany. 

people knew right well that he was a fairy king, and c$$j 
the water at night like the other fairies. So they feared!" 
r v - 'j^eatly, and brouglit him presents of cakes rfhd fowls, for 
were afraid of him and of his evil demon, the dog. For i 
Jp& coming home late have heard the steps of this dogvao 
limbing quite close to them, though they could nowfefirSmS 
J^Arly died of fright, and only 
^’■'-aa'wajsd OTer.aim.fl Jk ,'^ 
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, . . car«fium« mtfny fortrt.""' , ,' 

SPPfeTOtfs evening, : a young girl, tlty daughter of ®8 mat^M 
owned the farm, was millung-The cows in the yard, whenjiS 



'"i 

.'jl 

n 




^ ^utifvl ladies, all in white, suddenly appeared, and a$]wd''1® 
fjj$, 3 dritik of milk. Now the girl knew well that milkshould 
pe given away without iwng some precaution against fairy Sjfjjjl 
P^.so site hesitated, fearing to bring ill-luck on the cows. 

P&tfait the way you treat us: ” said one of the ladies, and she 
^ l|od the girl on the face. 

gjjj you’ll remember u^,” said the second lady, and she took /fe 
* mt the girl's thumb and twisted it out of joint. / p 

Ifhdyour lover will be false to you,” said the third, and with ;■* 
IP turned the girl's mantle crooked, the back to the front. 

tile first lady took a vessel and milked the co^, and they 
Tdrank of the milk as much as they wanted; after which the# 
ihed to the girl and hade her beware of again offending tho 
°^ 113 cave > f° r they were very powerful, and would not 
her off so easily another time. 

IyB poor girl fainted from fright, and wasfoftnd quite senseless 
Jen they came to look for her'; but the white ladies had dis- 
ftpjared. Though the story mu«t have been true, just as she told 
^-Jyheii she came to lmr .senses, for not a drop of milk was left in 
" “^d, nor could a drop more be got from tie cows all that 1 
^aSng. ' 

Vv ' 'i$ 
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§ EVIL SPELLS. * : « 

I ■ CATIJAL THE KING. ' 

* ^ V 

1 • ^ 

OT&aid by the wise women and fairy doctors that the roots of 

free, and the roots „f an apple tree that bears red apples, 
$8$*? together and drunlq fasting, will expel*any evil fiving^S® 
Ruilgpr evil spirit that may have taken up its ahode'in the body’ 
fi%an. • v 

ey il charm to produce a living thing in the body can also 
bv pronouncing a certain magic and wicked spell over the 
M'M takeu \v%ny person tlmt an enemy wishes to injure. ^ 

K iould therefore be very cautious in accepting anything to .J 
a person of known malicious tongue and spiteful heart, ^ 
^ill against you, for poison lies in their glant#j£ 
touch of their hands; and an evil spell is in their verV Y* 

fl^Tt _±_1. ^ 






yif 'mortal Cath’kl, KI 


^_,m secret, to prevent fee marriage, §6he's 
/fuhfer/and by this qieans found out that she ,#j$ 
wket^of the choicest apples tocher lover, by the hands' of® 
essenger. On this Fergus managed to get hold of the w| 
rtiit from the messenger; and he changed them seerb| 
Another lot of apples, over which he worked an e\ 
i’liiahed with these the messenger set out fur Cashel, *nd pftjSsj 
/them to Cathal the king, who, delighted at this prooCbf^ 
jirom his princess, began at once to eat the apples, But 
; rjbte ate, the more ho longed for them, for a wicked spell V&j 
\-every apple, When he had eaten them all up, he sent rQtym 
'country for*more, and ate, and ate, until there was not braS; 
y||ft in Cashel, nor in all the country round. 

4% Then he bade bis chieftains go forth and bring in food to ajpj 
yhis appetite; and he ate up all the cattle and the graj^ aqd, £ 
^vfruit, and still cried for more; and had the houses searched 
g’/fo.od to bring to him. So the people were in despair, for thtfjS 
no more food, and starvation was over the land, a 
! s S-Now a great and wise man, the chief poet of his tribe, bap|$5 
|wbe travelling through Munster at that time, and hearing^- 
.firing’s state, he greatly desired to see him, for hq knew there/| 
Atlevjtls work in the evil spell. So they brought him to th^'lb 
many strong invocations he uttered over him, and mj 
powerful incantations, for poets have a knowledge Qf myajgS 
|$Mye till other man; until finally, after thre$days had paSteo! 
“ innOimced to the lords and chiefs that on that night, wl&flS 

3 a rose, the spell would be broken, and the king restored^® 
ted health. So all the chiefs gathered round lmtlie cotifOT 
#^-fratcb; but no one was allowed to enter the room wb&r#? 
lay, save only the poet. And he was to give the sjgnktjjj 
L Ahediour had come and t]ie spell was broken, 

&^8o as they w#ched, and jusfyas ttye moon rose, a greaiT#ffi| 
*nieard from theking’s room, and the poet, Hinging open tjlVjjffi 
the chiefs enter; and there on the floor lay a hugqdehd'Ji 
JSSrlio for a whole year had taken up his abode in the king's/raj 
§M was now happily cast forth by l the strong incaatitfQ^^^ 

lifter this the king fell into a deep sleep, and wherThnA ^p 
Sdjmte well, and strong again as ever, in all the prx<®|g 
$i,and beauty. At this the people rejoiced mucfrjfjyiBg 
Alloyed, and the poet who had restored him wast bjjgfe 
m the land; for, thr king,hims^f 


and wine$ithey ml be%o!hi$1(# 

--Stlntig. ,*So he died befo^ a ve&r held, passed/hy r . ,,, 
J^hihal the king wedded his beloved princess, and wy lii&ji 
through many years. " ' f,J 

'"In ■»: i )jb 3 b 


$\. the POET'S MALEDICTION. 4 

$i ' *' ; ' 

Tte im'prf'cations of the poets had often also a mysterious and 
^#ect. $■ %■»■ 

Mqjf Breas, the pagan monarch, was a fierce, cruel, arid nigS 
ffly man, who was therefore very unpopular with the peonM 
0 hats the cold heart and the grudging hand. n y$pj 

imongfit others who suffered by the Ttincr’a inhospitality, 

; renowned Carbury the poet, son of Eodain, the great p 06 t^j$ 
fethe.Tuatha-de-Danann race; she who chanted the song:$ 
|&4ry#hen her people conquered the FirbcdgfS, on the pltiwsfot 
Joyttira; and the stone that she stood on, during the battlers 

t of all the warriors, is still existing, hud is pointed out asp| 
of Eodain, the poetess, with great reverence, even ip 

It was her son, Carhury the poet, who was held in such 
nonf by the nation, that King Breus united him to his coujft^nfy 
nil g Jlt pronounce a powerful malediction over.t^ 
ijfiy with whom he was then at war, ^ 

tfcrburv came on the royal summons, but in place of he&g] 
^ted: with the distinction due to his high rank, he was I#dg|g| 
so meanly that the soul of the poet raged with 
toe-king gave him for lodgement only a small atone cell wifibftj 
or a bed; and for food he had only three cakes of 

desh meat or sauce, and no wine w^s given bifii, siim 
iSa is fit to light up the poet’s soul before $bo diving, my*" ” 
song can awake in its pow^r within him, So ve^y 0 
^morning, the poet rose up and departed, with much 
* fyptffc ' But as lie passed the king’s house he stopped 


^of a blessing, pronogpoed a., terrible naaledlctioh" 
|and his race, wqueh can atlff be found m the ancient boofe 
p^gomtoencing thus— ji i v r J /;£ 1 J ‘ v , fiS/d 

Utfire, Wilhotoed, on- the surface df the gooff < Vi 
without, fowk&i the. surface' of fee dish. ^ 



rose’on^^SB 

ftmuned there as a sign and mark of the poet’s venal* 
id from that day forth to his death, which happen® 
, the reign of Breas was a time of sore trouble anddi 
e was three times defeated by his enemies, and from cai 
w a grievous disease fell on him; for though hungry he 
wallow any food ; and though all the meat and wL ( 
(yas set before him, yet his throat scemed-closed andtl 
g with hunger yet not a morsel could pass his li p8 ; a 

ilrr!? 8tarVed th ? midst of P lentv ’ ftnd <£c»« 

mgs by the power and malediction of the angry poet , 


1 S*X 


WUMIAL AGUS THOIilAI.. 

(A WICKED SPELL.) 


v y ' 4 ' 

b ? n a g 11- l wishes to gain the love of a man, and to nnik 
$fjki t 7?"J* • d P t a(if J l 8 P tdl 19 used called Driminl Agut Tl 
ad 0 and an accomplice go to a chtirch 

a newly-buried corpse, and take a strip of the skin 
head to the heel. Thfs is wound round the girl w a 

S l^tb a solemn invocation to the devil for his help g ’ 

MntZT - >e hl f Wrn if for a d *}' and a night ehe watche 

•' h Vt rU " nJ the 8lM P»V ".an whoX 

J^ffliSned I * W F ° CeSa tLe n “ me ° f God must * 

Pll^ >: ^ eD awakes the man is bound by the spell. and igf, 
|||^ to,marry the cruel and evil harpy. It ij * a id the children of 

Pe ? T a b a f k maik round ,lle wrist, and are knowi 
™"*%fkuftned by the people, who call them “ sons of the devil ” 


AN IRISH ADEPT OF TH^' ISLANDS, 

V L 

g$$araon*, even at the preset day amongst the pd 
^^gt) gifts and a knowledge of tlie bidden'mystS 

kn “ w % e when know am 5 
tk an,,it, uiuet v bayo a fer^lg, to ap unf i " '™ 






^rwVery heart, and r8fld*‘ti)w''Sffef6f-%ttl 
le n|vef touched beer, spirits, or meat, in all hi$ Ur ^ 
entirely on bread, fruit, and vegetables: A i^anSyfio 
rbim thus describes him—“ Winter and summer his dreflS is 
merely a flannel shirt and coat. He will pay MS sfratt 
& feast, but neither eats nor drinks of the food and drink set be* 
him. He sneaks no English, and never could be made tq 
the English tongue, though he savs it might be used 
iv Jat effect to curse one’s enemy. He holds a burial-ground 
acred, and would not carry away so much as a leaf of ivy from a 
&V& 1 And he maintains that the people are right in keeping to 
sir ancient usages, such as never to dig a grave oh a Monday.; 
ndto carry the eoffin three times round the grave, following tq$ 
se*Qf the sun, Tor then the dead rest in peace. Like the 
Dple; also, he holds suicides as accursed ; for they believe tjiaf 
the dead who have been recently buried turn over on theii 
Jdcfes if a suicide is laid amongst thorn, 

'‘Though well off he never, even in hi* youth, thought Of 
Ofiikifig a wife, nor was he ever known to love a woman, Hd 
gjfitSbds Unite apart from life, and by this means holds his power 
|ovbr tb^mysteries. No money will tempt him to impart thjjj 
E fib owl edge to another, for if he did he would be struck aead— 
jjjije believes. He would not touch a hazel stick, but carries an a$h 
wand, which he holds in his hand when he prays, laid across Ills 
||m$es, andrthe whole of his life is devoted to works of grace ari^ 


harity/ 


^irfough now an old man lie has never had a days sickness. 

has ever seen him in a rage, nor heard an angry word frOfti 
5$$.lips but once ; and then being under great irritation,*lie recited 
hqd^prds Prayer backwards, as an imprecation on his enemy, 
jfof'e his death he will reveal the mystery of his power, but not 
Ijptbe hand of death is on him for certain. 



TJHE MAY FESTIVAL 




were four great festivals held in Ireland from t&d.mq 
” jpagaiv times, and these four sacred seasons were Fabrnij 
idsumfeer, and November. Ma^ was the most memdftt 
icious of all p thethe Dmidi Ufc -the JBmUTinn^ 
Baal, tfoS'Sun-god, 'anHtboy ftrov#tbO$ 

fli-aa: "knit 



■' aWredofi 






\M 

w 


tffe/great feast'of Bel, or the Sun, took pla^e 
tba^t of Samhain, or the Moon, on November 
Patlqns were poured out to appease the e\il spirits, and^lfeS 
of the dead, who come out of their graves on that nigjuj 
lit their ancient homes. ^ 1 ” ' v^ 

^he Pboameians, it is knflwn, adored tbe Supremo Being lib 
Be narrm of Bel-Samen, and it is remarkable that the peasftfSi 


reUnd, ’ 


^>u good luck, say in Irish, 


.m 

,-^r 


and the blessing of Samhain, be with you/' that is, of thej 
4 of the mpon. 

These were the great festivals of the Druids, when all dona# 
i were extinguished, in order to he re-lit £>y the sacred^-; 
A2ken from the temples, for it was deemed^ sfcriiege to 
kindled except from the holy altar flame. 


a 


^‘k'lS 

■» 


j&Jj.St, Patrick, however, determined to break down the pow^j 
feWvDruids; and, therefore, in defiance of their laws, lie h* 
mat fire lit on May Eve, when he^ celebrated the pas$ 
Mysteries; and henceforth Easter, or tlie Feast of the llesurj 
took the place of the Baal festival. | ^ 


^,/Xhe Baal fires were originally used for human sacipc^/i 
burnt-offerings of the first-fruits of the 1 cattle; but-ft! 
{Jhnatianity w r as established the children and cattle were p 
phased .between two fires for purification from sin, an£ as 4 ^ 
v gUftrd against the power of the devil. 

’.t\5ke Persians also extinguished the domestic fires on tbeT 
, .festival, the 21st of April, and were obliged to re-light them,6 
temple fires, for which the priests were paid a fee in ajl 
^apney. A fire kindled by rubbing two pieces of Wood to^ 
Jv&b also considered lucky by the Persians; then water waa|p$ 
vet the flame, and afterwards sprinkled on the people and Oft , 
jpfctle. The ancient Irish ritual resembles the Persian- iftjSj 
articular, and the Druids, no doubt, held the traditional 
idtly fts broughfyfronfthe East, the,iand of the sun anfyofcjj 
ship and well worship. ’ f 

^lay Day, called in Irish La-Beltaim , the day of*$be Bwjp| 
festival of greatest rejoicing btdd in Ireland,Bgraj 
pfj^>hate great power at that season, ancTchildfen 

t|e mint aim butter, must be well guarded frbro™ 
edce. A spent coal must be put under the churn, andi^| 
, the craule; and Primroses must be acattdte&d bSOTR 


v the cradle; and primroses must be acattd&d. bp|| 
ike faifies cannot pass the flowera. ’ OhiJ^en tkiS 
^tft.be CMried-o%by the 


ii 

\Pi 

& 

fes 

1 ;.;!?%■,sj 

vEC 

$ 


e^inay ue rransiacea tnus— 

M There is a cow on the mountain, 

A fair white cow ; 

<£he goes East and she goes West., 

And my smses have gone for love of her ; 

She goes with the sun and ho forgets to burn, 
And thQpmoon turns her face with love to her, 
My fair white cow of the mountain,” 



k s are in the best of humours upon May Eve, a#d thd 
the fairy pipes may be heard all through the mghij 
fairy folk are dancing upon the rath. Ifeis then yioy 
the young people to join their revels; ana if a girl, has 
:ed to the fairy music, she will move ever after with, 
nating grace, that it has passed into a proverb to &y,Qf 
ncer, u She has danced to fairy music on the hill.” ^ <\] 
great long dance held in old times ftn May Day, all fh| 
d hands and danced round a great May-bush erected^? 

The circle sometimes extended - for a mile, the gilds 
(arlands, and the young men carrying wands of, grafS 
bile the elder people sat round out fie grass as spectator# 
tuded the ceremony. ^The tallest ana strongest young 
% county stood in the centre and directed the movemaailj 
i pipers and harpers, wearing green and gold stt*h$jj 
e most spirited dance tunes. ' 

lest worship of the world was of the sun and mcK% 0 l 
:1s, and the serpent that gave wisdom. Trees 
1 knowledge, and the dance round the May-bush is pad 
dent ophite ritual. The Baila also, or waltz, is assofthtf^t] 
l worship, where the two circling motions are comjrinftfy 
ition of the planet on its own axis, and also round {1$ 


v, this ancientrfestival, called CaUndi Mawio x S%±t cete 
the rural dietricttffnuch in the Irish way, Dant$ fgltjj# 
e great May Day festival, lield in the Portinari Pa&c# 
vonic nations likewise light sacred fires, and .d&tHjij 
tree hungVith garlands on May Day, dffhis : 

3£ v is ^ne the oldest superstitions o£ human.it; 
r ersal. and the fires are a relic of the old nacrar 







. __, t _ *fora iigfifed »odj 

jpfeB &#ay'#lth curses^ for their purpose waVevi^'^ysl 
M* witches, however, make great, efforts to ste&T tie'll 
pS$y>rooming, and if they succeed, the luck posses<frj$^ 
and the milk and butter for the whole year will bSq 
fairies. The best preventative is to scatter primroses (A 
Bg^wshoM ; and the old women tie bunches of primroses^ 
s ? tails, for the evil spirits cannot touch anything guaYd 
|jl||®fcheae flowers, if they are plucked before sunrise, not else, A 
iron, also, made red hot, is placed upon the hearth; an; 
gllpir iron will do, the older the better, and branches of whitethot 
mountain ash are wreathed round the doorway for luck, 
mountain ash has very great and mysterious qualities. 




^branch of it be woven into the roof, that house is safe from fir 



a year at least, and if a branch of it is mixedVith the timbe 
, boat, no storm will upset it, and no man in it will be drownt 
, a twelvemonth certain. To save milk from witchcraft, the p 
■ on Jlay morning cut and peel some branches of the mountaii 
' and bind the twigs round the milk pails and the churn. No ■ 
H* fairy will then be able to steal the milk or butter. But al 
must be done before funriee. However, should butter he m 


f ^f&llow the cow to the field, and gather the clav her 

X- ‘x_i j ..I_..._*_• _ t. _ Li . ti. _ j... ‘.i.„ ,1 


.. . .... .... _, . . n _ ... . boo 

touched ; then, on returning home, place it under the churn 
live coal and a handful of salt, and your butter is safe from 
or woman, fairy or fiend, for thaf year. There are other me 
'^yi^also to preserve a good supply of butter in the churn ; a hors? 

on it; a rusty nail from a coffin dmen into the side : a 
j made of the leaves of veronica placed at the bottom of the 
-pail; but. the mountain ash is the best of all safeguards 
witchcraft and devils magic. "Without some of these precai 
the fairies will certainly overlook the churn, and the mil] 
JMfrbiitter, in consequence, will fail all through the year, an 
Sffifejfarraer suffer great loss. Herbs gathered on May Jive h 
mystical and strong^ virtue for curing disease; and po^ 
Iggl^potions are made then by the skilful herb women and fairy 
ora; which no sickness can resist, chiefly of the yarrow, cal 
J. “the herb of seven needs ” or cures, from its many and 
^virtues. Divination is also practised to a great extent bjM 
fttlje yarrow*- The girls dance round it singing— V. 



‘ Yarrow, yarrow, yarrow, 

1 bid thea good morrow, 

And tell me before to-morrow 
Who my true love shall be.” 

tb$i placed under the head at night,'ll 

‘" k iil Appear, ■ Anqtffiec mode of ffijP" 

" Vrtr Wiottiv i tfeiiia * 


M % 




. J i&k olf* tfescftifri'Wt. _ rv w 

t ^ 1, and this is the initial of the 1 tttie lOTeVs hambif 
CfifAtiFia very unlucky to meet first in the morning, for hl^ 
|#on}dread dmi\ ; but a whit* snail brings good fortip^. 
“Uaiuh on the right bund is also good; but the cuckoo li 
His of evil, Of old the year began with thedst of May, and 
Irish rhyme sa\s~* * * \i 

“ A white lamb on my right side, 

So will point come to itie ; l 

But not the little false cuckoo f 
On the first day uf the year.’’ 

pphecies were also made from the way the wind blew on May/ 
Wrings, In *98 an old man, who was drawing near to his end 
fcke to die, inquired from those around him— * 

ij&? Where did you leave tlm wind last night 't ” (May Eyed 
||Th0y told him it came from the north. 

lie said, “ the country i* lost to the Clan Gael; our 
flplnps will triumph. Had it keen from tl*e south, we should - 
Sj&ve ^ ia( ^ the victory ; but now the Sassenach will trample us tol 
And he fell bade and died. 

are often sprinkled on the threshold on May Eve ; and if 
print of a foot is found in the morning, turned inward, it bo- * 
v ‘fc$ns marriage ; but if turned outward, death. On May Eve thOV 
T ,music is heard on all the hills, and many beautiful tunes - 
0 , been caught up in this wav by the people and the nativeC 
ucians. * . ^ 

tbout a hundred years ago a celebrated tune, called Moraleana *' 
|a J&irnt by a piper as he traversed the bills one evening ; atKi^j 
^played it perfectly, note by note, as he beard it from the fairy ■ 
; on which a voice spoke to him and said that he would be 
jjjjwd to play the tune three times in his life before all the. 
Xfy but never a fourth, or a doom would fall on him. Hbw- 
pjpoe day he had a great contest for supremacy with another 
J Vand at last, to make sure or Victory, he played the wonefer* 
pty melody ; when all the people applauded and declared he 
yon the prize by reason of its beauty, and that no music 
equal his. So they crowned him with the garland ; but atC 
foment he turned deadly pale, the pipes dropped from hL9 T 
ryfthd nfc fell lifeless to the ground, -For nothing escapes the 
^- they know all things, and their vengeance is swift and^ 

Cvery dangerous to sleep out in the open air in the mohf 
fairies are very powerful then; and on the 
ithe Imndsomtr girls for fairy brid^nnd; the 






£R|g^*Wy-rick*and the, parents and fri^uos ime^ 

Saijie hail be§n parried off to the fair} 7 palace iff the 
E$$mnard. So n renowned fairy man was sent for, who-tfMgB 
Ho^have him back in nine days. Meanwhile he desired 
Jalld drink of tlife best should be left daily for th^voung m^«W 
leer tain pike on the moat. This was done, and the 
’^disappeared, by which they knew the young man was ii*»K 
|'Ca,me out of the moat nigk% for the provisions left for £1|| 

^Vowon the ninth dav a great crowd assembled to see tha'*TO 
%m brought back from Fairyland. And in tfee midst stno# 
doctor performing bis incantations by means ot twWj 
powder which he threw into the flames that caused a dens^g 
s &e to arise. Then, taking off his hat, and holding a M 
\ his hand, he called out three times in a loud voice, / tome to 
/ come forth, come-forth !” On which a shrouded figure sl| 
4 rose up in the midst of the smoke, and a voice was heard an^ 
Zing, << Leave me ixi peace ; I am happy with my fairy btidtj, 
J. my parents need not weep for me, tor ^ shall bring tberaj 
^ lUfik, and guard them from evil evermore.” J 

/ Then the figure vanished and th e smoke cleared,* and/ 
' parents were content, for they believed the vision, and W 
loaded the fairy-man with presents, they sent him away hott^ 


m. 


90. MAY-DAY 'SUPERSTITIONS. , % 

* . . ;«■' j. 

% Thu marsh marigold is considered of great use in divination^ 
-Via called “ the shrub of Beltaiue.” Garlands are made of t 
*■ the cattle and the door-pOsts to keep off the fairy po 
/ a ko ie poured on the thrw^d, though none would be/i 
'■Away j nor fire, nor salt—these three things twing sacred. .4 
tare many superstitions concerning May-time. It is pQH 
% go on the water the first Monday in May. H#re*rf 
'gti May morning are supposed to be witches, and stjOTj 

% "y# the fire goes out on May morningdt is considered yjj 
Yij/w, afid it cannot be re-kindled escepf by a lighted sod;te 
the priest’s house. And the ashes of this bless^/30 
Urwards sprinkled on the floor and the threshold 0L$8^ 
Sjir fire, n«' water, nor milk, nor salt sbou$ %gj|jgg 
*-mjrA<llt|» 0 Dpy,and if 6'wayfarer,is gfr w$$8BKB 
fe*8,and 


raaBtk .Prepared by a fairy' 

, ' ;// », 

J inMty a young girl lay down to rest a* tjpontide m *$ 
£? and fell asleep—a thing of great danger, for 
|3g in power during the May month, ana\are particularly^ 
jpratch for a mortal bride to carry away $0 the fairy OiaijP^ 
they love thtf sight of human beauty’ So "they spirited^ 
Sp ** / oun 8; sloping girl, and only left a* shadowy resent^? 
roee or Implying on the rath. Evening came on, and gd 
ffifg girl had not returned, her mother sent out messengers itr~ 
gjrecUons to look for her. At last she was found on the fairy;* 
flying quite unconscious, like one dead. 2 

C} carried her^home and laid her on her bed, but she neither^' 
nio\ed. So three days passed over. Then they thought*S 
to send for the fairy doctor. At once he said that^JaM 
struck, and he gave them a salve made of herbs 
fl®Ant her hands and her brow every morning at sunrise, and eVerw 
5|ht when the moon rose; and salt was sprinkled on the thresh^ 
mTahcL round her bed wher$*she lay sleeping.* This was donefo£$ y1 
^davs and six nights, and then the girl rose up suddenly and '4 
ped for food. They gave her to eat, but asked no questioiftA'j 
Watched her that she should not quit the house. And thea-i 
W ™ ber eyes ofi them steadily and said— 
pWh v did you bring me back ? I was so happy.. I was i riM 
pitiful palace where lovely ladies and young princes werQ^i 
pcrng to the sweetest music; and they made me dance with;! 
pp, and threw a manfle OAgr me of rich gold; and now it is all J 
and \ ou have brought me buck, and I shall never, never seai$i 
g&Jjeautiful palace more.” 

the mother wept and said— g| 

stay with me, for I have no other daughter, arM’il! % 
Paries take you from me I shall die.” ' , % 

gS||£$ heard this, she fell (>n her mother’s neclf and ft 

jSr*’ her, and promised that she would never again go near fftav 
^>ath while she lived, for the fairy doctor told her th&E.if^ 
ft^he lay down there again and slept, she wbhld never returfr^ 
||j|^ Iter home any more. f ■ 




FESTIVALS. 

CANDLEMAS. 



> ^‘ LUtJCW ^ ve occasion to'WSKSff 
&,!> b f. t ,l h ? mntl ‘ C 0 " tur y tbe Fope ftboluhetfffift 
T k |,1 i ™ 14 tl >e Feast of the Purification of the' 

fCaMI^i^ en Cand ea Were llt in lier hononr “ 


l 


'WHITSUNTIDE. 


Hfcnce the D&toi 

?u. 


■ Whitsuntide is a very fatal and unlucky time. Especially! 
ware of tv,iter then, for there is an evil spirit m it, and SI 
should venture to bathe, n^r to sail in a boat for fear of .Mb 
drowned ; nor to go a journey where water has to be crossed M 
, even thing in the house must he sprinkled with holy VaS 
Whitsuntide to keep away the fairies, who at that «£in B 
if/ uctlve malicious, and bewitch the cattle, and carry ft 
the young cl„ dren, and come up from the sea to hold 21 
midnight revels when they k,if with their fuirv darts thfl 
happ } mortal who crosses their path and pries at'their ipysterl 


WIIITSLNTIDE LEdEXI) OF T1IE FAERY IIOR8J5g$j 

there was a widow woman with one son, who had a nice fjJii 

v n T/h 1 'V ]al f f nd ^ pains in the 3 

of D th '- lind her corn was the best in the Vyhol 

to h//> BUt "T “ early ript> > aad i U9tii ' for cutting, she to J 

Vuelk f ma -V bat eVer - V Diprbt if ™ sampled down Si 
cruelly damaged; yet no one could tell by what means ft $| 

So she set her son to watch. And at midnight he heard 
noise and a rushing of waves on the beach, and up out otm 
■ ^ came a pat troop of horses, who began to graze the *3 
and trample it down madly with their hoofs y^ij 

' next nWitfll!°^w *+ S /° hh mother * be bade b ™ wafdrtfS 
S V ? bt also, but to take several of the men with him fur 

: ?;' tb bnd H an d whcu the horses rose from the lake they; 

1Ij ”? tbe bndb -« over as many as they could catch. J - 

Ss.at "f ?! midmght tbf, re was the same noise heard again, t 
; mh of the waves, and in an instant all the field was ffllet 

#® fa ' ry h0 rff’ ***?"* tlh3 COrD and Sampling it dowft 
n tbel ?' , but onl - v R,lw eded in capturing" onfcT 
V the noble3t of the lot. The rest all plunged ba ' ' 

I I AWaVnf 1,_ a 


^ xuc Tfja uu piungea OacfeMi 
■ H^ver, the men brought home the captured h 
YSflahe was put in the.stable and.grew.” ' 
to " pother norsojcame up out of the 1 ' 

ia rtf 
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ougn a chink m th 
t all they said. T 








the < ’ 0w ’ and “ 5en refreatwl into the feiSltHKi 
S ^m a-fUq farmer sent at once for a fairv doctor, who' exotoSJT 
^»W and gave it a strong potion, after which the spell w*b 
a&ftld the-cow was restored to its usual good condition'ai& 
«§the milk as heretofore. ■ 

I ' ‘ Tlje fairies also exercise a malum influence by making a' 

V£i,is;: ir " ■“ u ” •*“»•” >“« - ■ 46 

k m A farmer T 5' , '° had , Iost one s,ln by heart disease felwrig 
r ^JSterious malady to the peasants') ancUnother by gradual dec* 1 
^ opngulted a wise fairy woman as to what should be done foTS 
v Wife also had become delicate W weuk. The woman told kh 
V that on November Eve the fairies had made a road throuffh’li 
house, and were ^oing back and forward ever since, and wW 
. ever they looked upon was doomed. The only remedy was-f 
5?i ld U P ™ e r,]d Aoot and open another entrance. This the ml 
,, did, and when the witch-women came as usual in the morning? 

beg; for water or milk or mhd they found no door, and 
r Obliged to turn back. After this the sp£ll was taken ofrtk 
• household, and they all prospered without fear of the fairies/' f 


A TERRIBLE REVENGE. * —; 

A 

°^f n ta ^ a terrible revenge if they are ever alic-hfe 
■^br offended. A whole family once came under their han bJLmi 
a faw^woman had been refused admittance into the house. Tft 
; .eldest bov lost his sight for some time, and though he recover^ 
•the use of his eyes yet they always had a strange expression 
nhe saw some terrible object in the distance that scared him 'AS 
; at last the neighbours grow afraid of the family, for they broSI 
; “l-luck wherever they went, and nothing prospered that til 
i r nou c n eel. f \ L 

kut rL \ Six c,,i i dr r n> a11 wizened littk c»ature»-fif 

gathered old faces and thin crooked finge/A Every one'll 
were fairy changelings, and the smith wanted to mUM 
anvi P an< i the wise women said they should 
|Cbtot3gh the fire; but destiny settled the future for thejtf 
another they all pined away and died, and the 
? as - fle T er ^ted fron i the ill-fated house till 
% gTave. , , 
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c MIDSUMMER. 

p'V THE BAAL FIRES AND DANCES. , 'W 

m season is still made memorable in Ireland by lighting fires f 
J&Very bill, according tu the ancient pagan usage, when the 
kll fires were kindled as part of the ritual of sumworgbipj 
(ttigh now they are lit m honour of St John. The great bonfire 
fee year is still made on St. John's Eve, when all the people ' 
tfce round it, and every }oung man takes a lighted brands 
i|n the pile to firing borne with him for good luck to the . 

& ancient times the sacred lire was lighted with great cere- * 
)ny on Midsummer Eve ; and on that night all the people of 
? adjacent country kept lived watch on the western promontory 
Howtb, and the moment the first fiafii was seen from that spot 
& fact of ignition was announced with wild cries and cheers 
Seated finm ullage to ullage, when all the jocal fires began to 
ifce, and Ireland was circled bv a cordon of flume rising tip from 
eryjull. I hen the dance and song began round ever} fire, and 
3 wild hurrahs filled the air with the most frantic revelry. ? + 
Many of these anemnt customs are strll continued, and the fires 
refill lighted on St. John’s Eve on eveiy lull in Irelaud. W hen ' 
5 fire has hunted down to a rod glow the young men strip to g 
i waist and luip over or through the tlames; this ks done back-*'^ 
,rds and forwards several tnne>, and be who brave.-, the greatest 
120 is considered the vn tor over the powers of evil, and is 
*£ted with tremendous applause, When the fire burns still 
srpr, the young gnls leap the flame, and those who leap clean ■ 
p three times back and forwurd will hi 1 certain of a speedy - 
(phage and good luck m after life, with many children. The 
t&ied womm then walk through the lines of the burning 
filers; and when the tire is nearly burnt and trampled down, 
yearling cattle are driven through the hot ashes, and their 
2k is singed with a lighted hazel twig. These hazel rods are* 
pi safely afterwards, being considered of immense power to 
.ye the cattle to and from the watering places. As the tire , 
niftishes the slmutmg grows fainter, and the song and tlie dance N 
tifil^nce; while professional story-tellers narrate tales of fairy- « 


pi safely afterwards, being considered of immense power to 
.ye the cattle to and from the watering places. As the tire , 
niftishes the shoutn#g grows fainter, and the song and tlie dance N 
tifil^nce; while professional story-tellers narrate tales of fairy- 4 
ll/or of the good old times long ago, when the kings and ' 1 
8f Ireland dwelt amongst theiryovvn people, anil there 
ooti to eat and wine to drink for aft comers to the feast 
T When the crowd at length separate, every 
a brand from the fire, and great vTrtue is attached 
r ^’*’ drone which is safely earned tx/tfie holi/fe witifi 


fflKtJiJ^tbe first Sunday in Midsummer all the young peopll*! 
pffefid in lines after leaving chapel, to be hired for eervf$ 
bidding white hands, the young men each with an ei 
|§f his trade. The evening ended with a dance and the n 
^Was kept up until the dawn of the next day, called “ Sort: 
•; Monday,® because of the end of the pleasure and the frolic. 


THE FA Ill Y DOC Til ESS. 


**•/ But all this time the fairies were not idle; for it was i 
r very Season of dances and festivals, w lien the mortals arounc 
,v Were happiest, that Fmvarra the king and Ins chosen banc 
/ on the watch to cany off the piettiest girls to the fairy mm 
There they kept them for seven years, and at the end o 
Mime, 'when thew’grew old and uglv, they wore swit back, 1 
"fairies love nothing; so much as youth and beauty. ' But as i 
; pensafion for the slight put on them, the wonwn weie tatg 
At he fairy secrets and t he magical mystery that lies in herl 
K^he strange power they have over diseases. So by this mea 
women became all-powerful, and by their charms or spc 
potions could kill or sa\e as tliev chose, 
k There was a woman of the islands greatly feared, yet res 
4'by the people for her knowledge of herbs, which gave her 
:• over all diseases Dut she lie'ver revealed-tin* nature of tin 
. and always gathered the leaves herself at night and hid 
^trader the eaves of the house. And if the person wdio carri 
T herb home let it fall to the ground by the wav, it lost its p 
or if they talked of it or showed it to any one, all the virtu 
u out of it. it was to be used secretly and alone, and then tt 
. would he perfected without fail. 

One time, a man who was told of this came over from the 
- land in a boat with tw r o other men to see the fairy w r oma 
* *he wait lame from a fall and could do no work. 


A Now the woman knew tlu»y w'ere coming, for she had a 
pledge of all tilings through the pow r er of divination sb 
^learned from the fairies, and could see and hear though r 
her. So she went out and prepared the herb, and £ 
p^Ye' and brew r ed a potion, and had all ready for the matr| 

iyCAVhen they appeared’she stood at the door and criedy% 
is the lucky day and hour; have no feax^for ^J|| 
by th^ power tjiat is in me, and by th$ herbi.g$||j 
Aitxhn bowed down before her. and 
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r iitiful new dress was presented to the bride by her liuslfe^ 

. di^in&rmge feast; at which also the father paid down he$ 
before the assembled guests; and all the place round the? 
^Ise was lit by torches when night came on, and the s^ong and" 
jrdance continued till daylight, with much speech-making and 
iking of poteen. All lighting was steadily avoided at V 
[ding; for a quarrel would he considered a most unlucky 
m. A wet day was also held to be very unlucky, as the 
k would assuredly weep for sorrow’ throughout the year. But 
bright w T arm sunshine was hailed jov fully, according to tha 
Baying— ' ^ 


‘ Happv h the l>n<le that the min shines on ; 

But blessed is the empse that the rain nuns on 


ill 
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THE DEAD. 


here are many strange superstitions concerning the dead, 
he people seem to behe\e in their actual presence, though 
Qseen, and to have a great fear and dread of their fatal and mys- 
irinus power. 

If $ person of doubtful character dies, too had for heaven, too 
3od for hell, they imagine that his soul is sent hack to earth, and 
}liged to obey the order of some person who bids him remain in 
particular place until the Day of Judgment, or until another, 
ml is found willing to meet him there, and then they may both 
188 into heaven together, ubsohed. 

An incident is related that happened in the County Galway, 
mcerning this superstition. ‘ % * 

A gentleman of rank and fortune, but of a free and dissipated 
re, became tin* lot er of a pretty girl, one of tin 1 tenant's daughters, 
nd the girl was so devoted to him that perhaps he might have 
arried her at last; but he was killed suddenly, when out hunt- 
g, by a fall from his horse. 

•Some time after, the girl, coming home late one evening, met 
© ghost of her lover, at a very lonesome part of the road. The 
rm was the same as when living, hut it had no eyes. The girl 
OSSed herself, on which the ghost disappeared. 

Again she met the same apparition at night, and a third* 
oaep^hen the ghost stood right before her in the path, s<> 
CCshe could not pass. Then she spoke, and asked in 










^/jltdffiavmg Wished tfood mormnginttie usualfnfe 
fe took a stick from tue fire, blew i^t into a blaze 
blkfttg away, when the woman of the house rose up fiercdfe 
bHhim it was an eul tiling to take fire away when.bet^l 
d was dying.* On looking round he sa^v a wTetcbed'f 
{‘ton lying on a bed of straw ; so he fl^pg back the sfich^l 
<Jnce, and fled from the place, leaving his blessing in thef-J 
of a silver offering, to neutralize the evil of the abducted^ 

___ J 

fter the priest has left a dying person, and confession hi#' 1 
n made, all tin* family kneel round the bed reciting the Litany^ 
Of the Dying, and holy water is sprinkled over the room until thoV 
jStl departs. * - *; 

f|!Ehen they all rise and begin the mournful death-wail in a loud | 
pice; and by this cry all the people in the village know the exact ; f * 
Hfement of the death, and each one that hears it utters a prayer \ 
Jor the departiqg soul. # 1 ' ! 

the wake the corpse is often dressed in the habit of 

S ous order. A cross is placed in the hands and the scapulae* 
e breast. Candles are lighted all round in a circle, and tli&S 
Bends and relatives arrange themselves in due order, the nearest 
S^kin being at the head. At intervals they all stand up ap4 ' 
intone the death-wail, rocking back and forward over the dearth 
Stud reciting his virtues; while the widow and orphans freqflontly# 
dilute the corpse with endearing epithets, and recall the happy^ 
Jays they spent together. M 


^VVhen the coffin is borne to the grave each person present helpj.y 
Aparry it .a little way; for this is considered a mode of showing^ 
Pour to the dead. The nearest relatives take the front h^ydlesjl 
then after a little while they move to the hack and ot^era'^ 
& their place, until every person in turn has borne the head 
coffin to the graVe—for it would be dishonourable to thud 
;to Omit this mark of respect. ( 

0.8 the coffin is lowered into the grave the death-cry rises 
lha 16ud and bitter wail, and the excitement often becomes so ' 
at that women have fallen into h} Series ; and at one funeral it? 
girl in her agpny of grief jumped into her father’s graye^ 
^^jvasTaken up insensilde. 


1 
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. THE WAKE ORGIES. 
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£one another with their speara, uttetrlhg Spree, loud ($3 ^ 
iljff terribly demonstrations. At length one fell dowp 
..ally wounded ; then all tin* hooded women came in agaifr ■ 
■eened over him, a male voice at intervals reciting hia deeda^ 
the pipers played martial tunes. But on its being suggested • 
perhaps he was not dead at all, an herb doctor was sent for to 
j|k at him; and an aged man with a flowing white toward wa^> 
dn, carrying a huge bundle of herbs. With these he pet'-y, 
ed sundry strange incantations, until finally the dead man ^ 
up and was carried ofE the lidd bv his" comrades, with shouts 
fiumph. So ended the lirst play. 

Then supper was sened and more whisky drunk, after which 
ther play was acted of a different kind. A fable was set in ^ 
middle of the barn, and two chairs, while all the people, abon^; 
|fjundred or more, gathered round in a circle. I hen two men, . 
Jagged as judges, took their seats, with guards beside them, and 
euled on another man to come forth and address the people.* Oiy f, 
Ms a young man sprang on the table and poured forth an oration' 
a Irish, full of the most grotesque fun and*sharp allusions, aty 
phich the crowd roared with laughter. 1 lien he ga\e out a \erse. j . 
i^e a psalm, in gihhmish Irish, and Bade the people say it ixfter 
lint. It rail like this, being translated — 

*“ Yellnw Micauh lias come from Spain, 
g 6 Wo brought sweet nneie out of a bag, j 

Smir iSf'e-vor, Still,i Virk 
% Snll<U Sulla I nk l)hau uyh.' 

Y (That is, Solomon, son of Daud the King ) 

? , . 

Q(‘ Jf tany one failed to repeat this terse after him he was ordered. 

^prison bv the judges, and the guards seized him to cut his 
or if any one laughed the judge sentenced him, saying in; 
1 Seize that man, he is a pagan: he is mocking the Christian < 
®h/ Let him die ! ' 

After tins tlie professional story-teller was in great force, and 
ieM the listeners enchained by the wonders of bis narration and the: 
passionate force of hB declamation. So the strange revelry went 
im, and the feasting and the drinking, till sunrise, when many of , 
guests returned to their homes, but others staged with tho^ 
airily till the coffin was lifted for the gra\e.” 


m 
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details of these grange wake orgies can seldom be obtaip< 
le are afraid of the priesthood, who have vehemej' 
u -Yet the pea&^t$ ding to th^t with^ m; 

% junmorality .of ,* 
















twKictf is supposed by eomd anti^narj&rtft to be the earn 
/theVm—the regal title of the Egyptian kings, oy which 
^ere invoked by the warriors as they rushed info battle. 

ncient funeral ceremonies of Egypt, can be still s^en and 
fid at the wake of an Irish peasant; especially in that singu 
symbol, when a man and a woman appeared, one bearing the 
d of an ox, the other that of a cow at the funeral games; 

|pm which has now lost all its meaning, but which originally iLfyk 
Soubt, represented Isis and Osiris waiting to receive the soul^^o 
he dead. , -3* 

'he Persians held that lire and water were the most sacred of 
( thid^s and so did the Irish; hence their reference for the\«vij 
of purifieal ion at the holy wells. And as the heathen Ayv 
j$|d their children and cattle thiough the fire to Moloch, SO- 
tIrish performed the .same rite at the Dual festival, when the 4^*1 
Jag men leaped through the dames, and the cattle were driveilo.^^ 
Spugh the hot embers. Fire was held to be the visible symbol.;;^ 
the invisible (iod, endowed with mystic cleansing pow r ers, and aTX 
y ascending dame was thought to he a divnn spint dwelling in 
^substance ignited. For this reason the Irish made a circle o£., 
b round their children and their cattle to guaid them from evil, 1 
^ing the belief that no evil spirit could puss this special emblenl 
divinity, y. ^ 

Flut even in matters less divine there was a similarity between 
& Persian and Irish usages. The Persian Magi made a consider-*" 
le revenue from the sacred die ; for each devotee paid a silver ’.*jS 
[p for the ember carried away from the holy temple, to u light ^ 
$ home lire on the day of the Stm-fe,sti\ al. And fire was also ' Ay 
j^Qurce of wealth to llie Druid priests; each person being Ai 
pged to buy it fiotn them on the great day of Paal. There- 1 'p 
ftyit was a sin to give away fire on that day ; and the halwt of. 
Trowing it to light tlie home lire was denounced m fatal and 
gjjpky. The true reason being that to borrow the sacred element" Aj; 

to injure the priestly revenue. T et this ancient ordinance is ;'p| 
3f religiously observed m Ireland; and even to this day no ' 
tent would venture to give away dre or milk on May l)ay, \'Ht 
ijf|elar of the worst, consequences to the giver; while any bne ‘Yjj 
JO came to borrow a lighted brand wonjd be looked on as anY* 
ikaar^of Satan. • ?jji 

sacred dre-of Tara ( Tamhmr-na-Ei<jk f Tara of the Kings) '4§S 
l^only lit every three years, and then with great ceremony 
rays were concentrated by means of a brazen lens, o' 
^iec^s of dried wood, and from this alone were all the sacr^ 
Jteiandi kindled in the holy places. * 
p present time, if a peasant lias to light a fire in the b 
' L ftraing wluch dow uog 



of «Wue and «£££ 
tilre a lighted brand from the altar of Bail 1 


the domestic fire. . , t •# 

P^The fwsred fire was also obtained from the friction of wfS 
Sphe^triking of stones : and it was supposed that the spirits 
ildwelt in these objects, and when the priest invoked them to 
PW brought good luck to the household for the coming jear'; b? 

invoked by other hands on that special day their iimuence, 
ftKThaalific* * 

U' The migration of races can be clearly traced by their supe' 
E-tions. The oldest seem to lm\e come from Persia and EgJ$|j 
l^twhlle mutilated, though still authentic portions of the oKMpr® 
^ritual can still be found all along the Mediterranean, markmfifi|| 
‘^Westward progress of the primitive nations, till the last Wfli| 
^found a resting-place on our own far-distant shores, washed;^ 
S^the waters of the Atlantic. • ^ 

| Aeayria was the teacher of Egypt; Egypt of Greece; ag 
;:4 Greece of Europe ; and little seems to have been lost during*:!® 
-’'progress of sixty -enturies. The old myths still remain at thj 
of all thought and all creeds: broken fragments of the p ntM 
^ ; ftith; shadowy traditions of some great human life that cm 
^as real and actual, or of some great event that changed ft 
' destiny of nations, and the echo of which still vibrates tbrOU^ 
.the legends, the songs, the poetry, and the usages of evtjry pao|* 

w,(OD the face of the earth. « _ , . ,, .ik 

I' Persia, Egypt, India, the Teuton, and the Celt, have all t| 
i'l same brimal ideas in their mythology, and the same instincts J 
£/ superstition; and the signs to which past ages hare K»vefe 
mystic meaning still come to ns laden with a fateful s.gmltca^ 
? even ; n this advanc'd era of culture and the triumph of reiwotL, 
?2 S\* still cannot help believing that prophecies come m-jg 

knight, for the mystical and prophetic nature of droutns is M 
p,firmed hv the personal experience of almost every human bejH 
fend few are found brave enough, even amongst the oducaM 
Kvasses, lightly to break through a traditional usagp on whtcftjj 
ttfltbe ages have set the seal of good or ill luck. _ . it i 

fe Superstition, or the belief in unseen, mysterious, spmtUWJ 
IfWnces, is an instinct of human nature. A vague, ahafeMj 
H&mless belief, certainly, yet ineradicable? 1 We feel_ 

K humanity, the material as well as the psychical, holas-MB 
re and mystic relation with an unseen svnritual‘worW,||«j 
ijiiot define the limits, nor bring it under a law. 
fore the writteh word existed, the people strove 
eteed and history in symbols.' , Divine eetioq&xfflmg 
CWjiiadf the symbols heantiful, and theae. the iWgHfe 










Tf "fhe^ 

llgen it certimly wai%ewitched by the evil spirita|and 4hg^|S| 
I#|||&r6 well content to be rid of the unholy thing. ; y*>$i|j|P 

herntneral wail over the dead also closely resembles the 
lithb hired mourning women sit roui\d the corpse, tear their 
^beat theirbreast and rock to and fro, intoning m a monotone^^p 
at the praises of tlie deceased, tfle cries at times rising to a 4*i§?S 
km, in a frenzy of grief and despair. , 

he islanders likewise use many charms and incantations like 
Irish, while the old women amongst them display wonderful ( 
Pledge of tlie mystic nature and power of herbs, and are most “ A;f 
ert in the cure of disease. It is indeed remarkable that, 
plget all primitive tribes and nations, women hare always 
Wn the highest skill in the treatment of disease, and have 
Et rightly accounted the best, doctors, and the most'learned in v^$f| 
Stic medicinal lore. *' ^ ^ 

lie Marquis of Lome, in his graphic and instructive i( Canadian 
Cures,” speaks of the wonderful skill of the Indian women, 
remarkable cures effected by the squaws through their kno^gcllfl 
jfe of the varied properties of herbs. The Indians also have ffcAjSljj 
i ating bath for the sick, such as was used by the ancient Iripk,/J||l 
lath is made by stones covered o\er with branches ; hot watei^‘j£y3| 
hen poured on the stones, and the patient crouches over 
ted vapour evolved up til a violent perspiration is produced, 4§S|i 
(eh carries otT the disease, or tin* pains in the members, with-^^^ro 
tail. The sweating bath of the Irish was made quite on the 
.e principles, and is the most elective cure known for pains in 
bones and feverish disorders. It is still used in the Western 
$$ti, u The Sweat ing House,” as it is called, is made of rotlgh 
led with a narrow entrance, through which the patient creeps 
pB[*fours; when inside, however, lie can stand up. A peaHiTefjj^|f 
toiled, and divesting himself of all clothing, he undergoes thn 
pis of '< yeating in a profuse perspiration as he lies on the 
i&flaor. The place is lieated like a baker's oven, but there is ' 
Idient ventilation kept up by means of chinks and apertures 
jugh the stone work of the walls. 

cures effected by this process arc marvellotis. As the 
fey of it themselves , li Any disease that has a hold on the 
$s can't stand before it no time At all, at all.” 


THE POWER OF THE WORD. 












lb Ofrmm for pumslmitti tyWw, $0; he can 0$g| 
(fcp^’foy no one with a blemish was ever attffered tQjp! 

^jPJe^dhifles me nothing/auswered Nuadh4. ‘ *^3 k«ss 

ptum/ said the queen. “ Ask of him the dagger hi 
Ffrom Alba, for lie is under a vow never to part with it/* ' A ^|||| 
^ |iadh£ went to him, and asked for the dagger that came 
Lflba as a gift. 

yep is me 1 ” said the king. “ This I cannot grant; for I am 
kjeji solemn vow never to part with it, or give it to another.’^ ^/!|d 
^mtlxe poet, by his power made a satire on him, and this w r as 
ynh of the imprecation—* ’ V’lSS 

•* Tm 


‘ Evil dratli, and a short life 
Be on Caer the kincr 1 
Let the spears of battle wound him, 

Under earth, under ramparts, under stones, 
Let the malediction l>« <m him 1” 


m 

« 
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when Caer rose up in the morning he put hidfhand to his 
found it was disfigured with three blisters, a w'bile, a red, jj; 

\ green. And when he saw the blemish he fled away^Blled'&Y 
fear that anv man should see him, and took refuge in <^ort 
mue of liis faithful servants, and no one knew whei;e' 


*3$Uaflh$ took the kingdom and held it for a year, and had $«? 
jiueen to wife. Jlut then grievous to him was the/ate of m" 
i and he set forth to search for him. wsnra 

id he was seated in the king's own royal chariot, with tto*|§||R 
« r iWife lioside him, and the king’s greyhound at his feet, 
jj/people wondertsl at the beauty of the charioteer. 3 *otS 

S^Oaer was in the fort where he had found shelter, 

|Jie saw them coming he said-^ . 

feo is this that is seated in ray chariot in the place of the.^Mg 
S&pti 1 , and driving my steedsf ” ‘ 

jStoheti he saw that it was Nuadhe he fled away and hid':|^^^S 
shame. ( _ 

Jjffl^Nitftdhe drove into the fort in the kiug’s chariot, and^_^ 
P^xq deja to pursue Caer. And they found him hid underj||9 
Eptdttlpehind the rock even where the dogs tracked him/$|r 
Ifiitrfolt down dead from shame on beholding Nuftdhe, and;J|f 
Sffiyfcere he fell flamed up and shivered into fragments, ( 
np high as> man, srckjstrong Ifyiadhe 
him for ^ifo/ Such wa» the punishment decree 
was fhe^fajigeance of God upon 


'a f. 





THE SIDHE RACE. 

•> . ■ "■ 

iTHE Sidlie dwell in the Sifru, or fairy palace of gold ^ 
lithe heart of the hill, and they have been given y outlf ^ 
HL, and the power o\er niiwr, yet they are often sad, 

£.•'remember that thev were once angels m beaten though n<J^ 
t d own to earth, and'though they have power over all the mM 
' of Nature, vet they must die without hope nt regain,ng W| 
‘' while mortals are certain of immortality, rherefore thts-<$ 
V' sorrow darkens their life, a mournful envy of humanity ; bseifcW 
v Xle man is created immortal, the beaut iful fairy race is doo| 

?' t0 Onedav a great- fairv chief asked Cohimb-lville if t,lere pS 
. vC llv hope'left to the Sidhe that one day they would regain httft 
*'‘ttnil bo restored to their ancient place amongst the ungels. £ 
/- the saint answered that hop- there «as nmie; their doom « 


■' fiyed, and at the judgment-day they would pa-s throu^hdj 
into annihilatioi ; for so had it been decreed by the justice 

• °"dn hearing this the fairy chief felkinto a profound melanctt 
nll d he and all his court sailed away from Ireland, and went ra 
i ; . to their native country of Armenia, there to await the c omi ng 
' « the- terrible judgment-day, which is fated to bring the WT■* 
■'"certain death on earth, without any hope of regaining 

The West of Ireland is peculiarly sacred to ancient, superatug 
of the Sidhe race. There is a poetry m the scenery that tod^ 
rT , the heart of the people; they love the beautiful ghms, the mo 
t ams rising like towers from the sea, the islands sanctified M 
>;' memory of a saint, and the green lulls where I'm™™ oj| 
' court ‘ Every lake and mountain has its legend of the s P lrt AqS 
P some’holy traditions of a saint, or some historic memory^ 
fy national hero who flourished in the old great days whenJMg 
b -'had native chiefs and native swords to guard her, and- a*| 
the AVestern Irish, especially, the old superstitious of ttuMg* 
|f?'. fathers are reverenced with a solemn faith and fervoury&! 
^almost- a religion. Fmvarra the king is still believed toiffiB 
Bj all the fairies of the west, and Omgh is the fairy ntieefe, 
Prgolden hair sweeps the ground, and she tS'robed in 
mfa\l glittering as if with diamonds, but they are deV-dT^ 

Ktnnarkle over it. , . 'Vv'-Sss 

.Tfie queen ia more beautiful than any woman of 
Hmrertfa loves the mortal women best, and wiles 
palace bv the subtle charm of the f&ry 
fflfficKivhafc heard it Gan resist ita they 


|gfaba& beard it can resist tta ^ow^ 


hi they 












.«!. -Ari 1 ;"^J-rSWaSl. 




ul. And lie overture w ms »“■“ ;^ga 

and order to the land. For the strength of th* Uan^g 

t rA««»A , C^i 

fade the hearts of men. * tj 


THE BANSHEE. | 

Banshee means, «P««Jb’| *J* r“*“ ff *K| 

W "the Woman- the Jfeautmu , u f j^^haw 

certain families of.historic lineage, or persona gift^ 

RS S sSSSi ~;3 <3 g *, h ; 

d this sp US mournful beyond all other sounds on ^ 
*%ll2 ofin death to some member of the famdy wfcn* 
4 -teard in tfc silence of the night. ,. . - 


f&nshee even follows the old race across the^ocetoj 

Ifot lands; for space and time offer no 

K^rt. ^hjiji is selected and appointed to bear the pffflffi 

well-authentita^^^ 
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^IsSs^jSS 


IP 

j; S" ,ii r /* 11 ' , *1. ; c* t -j - ^i, • 

iittpd uubopnde^dmiration, &£ no 
l^ftobeautiful' 




m DM WWUWiui* * . 

o2teuing there was a ball after the 'hunt, and tb& T 
ited through the dance with the grace of a fairy i^u$en, v.^| 
|hat same night a voice cnme close to the father sViudoWj ^ 
t tie face were laid close to the glass, and he heard a mournfidt^sj 
^nfetion and a cry; and the words rang out on the air 
L ,^lifthree weeks death ; in three weeks the grave—dead—dead 1 , ; 

W&ead! ,T * ‘ *j£i 

:;jji r ge times the voice came, and three times ho heard the words} ^ 
though it was bright moonlight, and ho hxikcd from the v y 
” ' form wa# to he seen. *>* 


g ndow o\er all the park, no iorm wiw to »e seen. y 

Next da \, bps daughter showtsi symntoma of fever, and exactly 
'jh three weeks, as the Ban-Sidlm had prophesied, the beautiful^^ 

l&Uaydead. *\ 

fhjThe night before her deulh soft music was heard outside tlWr v ^y 
though no word was spoken by the spirit-voice, and tha^^- 
said the form of a woman crouched, beneath a tree, with b’Jy 
™$tle c<oering her head, was distinctly viftbla. But on n^;, ^ 
iOTQftching, the pliRntom disappeared, though the soft, low musip 
'pi the lamentation continued till dawn. 

$\Then the angel of death entered the house with soundless feet^ r 
;|d)d ie breathed upon the beautiful face of the young girl, {Did ^ 
rested m the sice]) of the dead, beneath the dark shadows 

££RL prophecy of tin* HtmOiet- came true, according to tl»J| 
gold hv the spivit-voice. Jatt 


$fme foreti 


QUEEN MAEVE. 'W 

atWMARKABUK account is given in the Bardic Legends of 4.^ 
appeared to*Maeve, queen of Connaught, on the eve of, 

i^itjeply there stood before the queen’s chariot, a tall and 
lutiful woman. She wore a green robe clasped with a golden-ij 
golden filleftm lier head, and seven braids for the DetfcJk;|| 
j^rSpit gold were in her hand. Her skin was white oa 

IftjiiU in the night; her teeth were os pearls: her libs Ted aflj§p 
llteTri©^ of tbo mountain ash; her golden hair fell to thp|| 
her voice was sweet as the golden harp-etring 
^ ka abiUul band. * .* - r , .aC™ 

ttai, 0 xvoman,L£ asked the 









lamily is uoc 
when dying- 
Sir Richard 
abeilian vai 




"'superstitions. '' ^Bj 

^^two«great festivals of the ancient Irish were Ld Baal 
®ay IMv (sacred to tlie Sun), and Ld Samuah , or NovefriO^p 

IjFood sliould he left out on Novemher E\e for the dead, 

U then wandering about. If the fond disappears, it is a 
|[ ft t the spirits hn\e taken it, for no mortal would dare to touch ;|j 
eat of the food so left, 1 y 

Never turn your head to look if \oil fancy you hear footsteps^ 
behind you on that night ; for the dead are walking then, 

^eir glance would kill, v ,05 

:T§ 

* In November a distaff is placed under the head of a young 
it night to make him dream of the girl he is destined to marry*, 

[ 1 - 1 ^ 

■ <If a ball of worsted is thrown into a lime-kiln and wound up tilt^j 
t}iD end is cuuirht bv invisible hands, the person who winds it :i 
culls out, u Who holds the hall ,J " and the answer will be the < 
ifame of the future husband or wife. But the evperiment must he - 
piade only at midnight, and m silence and alone. 

> , A 

Whitsuntide is a mod unlucky time, horses foaled then willy 
gtow up dangerous and kill some one. , ^ 

^ W child born at Whitsuntide will have an evil temper, and may J 

commit a murder. ; P 

i ^ yj? 

k^Beware also of water at Whitsuntide, for an evil power is Otily 
wa\es and the lakes and the rivers, and a boat may hep* 
Itertfttnped and men drowned unless a bride steers; then the dangep$ 


B y ill-luck from a child born at. that time, a gf&^ 
nd the infant laid in it for a fyw minutes. 

} evil spell is broken, and the child is safe. 

takes ill at Whitsuntide there is great da^ntfSl 
evil spirits are $n the watch to carry off VtftwMjj 
erson sliould be left alone at this time, nofite ffli 
g a- great eafeguttfi, as well as fire, 




pp* 

la the children and attfc 


the Skellig rocks go out fpll : $ail to^n^et j|ga»P 
h advance half way to meet them, and 
treating ships. 

le failles tiy to pass round the Baul fires 
to evunguish them, hut the spirits may 
g lire ui them, 'then the young men are 
ning ••nihers and to drive the cattle through '}/' 
oals of In(‘ imi't also be passed three timafe^l 
s under the body of each animal, y^ajj 

> a homage to Jhiddha, and it was rIno a ChruKy^ 
ish the feet of the saints. The Irish had 
foot-walei, and no woman was allowed 
the tiered wells though the lavation s&p 

Mm 


r\-struck, give 
make the sign 

Dav wlii'n blood 


1 it a imp of cold water 
i of the cross over it. 


in tht^lp 


Day whmi blood is spilt, whoever is signed 
»r that \ear at least, from disease. - 

yn piece cut from the garment of the evil-yy^j»l| 
and giound to powder, must he given 
meful spell, while Ins forehead is anointed 
the (I reeks spat tbive times in the face of 
the Spell, * J ' 

urf three times over and under the body 
o be fairy-struck, singeing the hair alongytbfl®6j 











* 




THE FAIRY RATH. 



iim ancient ratli, or fort, or lisjb generally enclosed about■ balM 
and had two or men* ramparts, formed by the heads of $$ 
ibe for defence. But when the race of the chieftains died oUfj| 
W the Sidhe crowded into the forts, and there held their comjg 
£ndSs and dances; and if a man put his ear close oJS 
EoUnd at night he could hear the swWt fairy music naing* «| | 

PSA » -rf i. n» <«’«•■ -* - »«*' m 

Bh^dlo »t down. M lk.1 E>”>"» !'•«' “ ™7 "iJ.M 
|[one But dangerous Above all would it be to build on 1 ta l*J||| 
S' T man attempted such a rash act, the fairies would pu§gg 
J£L on his eves, o^.ve him a crooked mouth; for no huntt,|| 
BLd should dare to touch their ancient dancing pom 
if it ; 8 not ri „ bt , the people, say, to sing or whistle at night tW^L 

■" D e the air he has heard in Ins dreams. . 

Xu this wav the bards learned their songs, and they wueJ#»« 
S al ; d touched the harp with a master hand, w that th# 
If^Sn gathered round to 'listen, though invisible to mor^L 


P'g ^ FAIRY NATURE. ^ 

fet Siodh-Dunr, or the Mount of Peace is also>“ 
®|the fairies. It is an ancient, sacred nlace, where the lbrnidJ 
mime used to retire to pray, when they dlsirfd wli u C-T 
Erie* meet there, every seven years to pe rm the a|® 
notation and^nonruing for having been cast . , apl 
^Xlake.anVuH are peopled by these 

*f earth; the wilful, capricious child-sp rits oU“g| 
ish seem to have created this strange fa^raceafg 

things they strangel^W»lj,iy 

mm 














World*ever striving against limitations tovvanli ^ 
ideal splendour: the restless centrifugal force of Jiffy 
1 to the ccntipetal, which is ever seeking a calm (juiesce, 
Srljthlfl its appointed sphere, _ * 4 » 

dverv tendenev to superstition, fo marked m Irish naturty^ 
an, indnidiw* doddm lo the narrow limitatioiiMi!; 
jfclptfn sense. It is clmrtieteri/ed by a passionate \earnin^y| 
towards tht 1 ^airin', tlit* mystic, tli invisible, and the luiuudh^ 
l&iiteof the rtnilms of Humiliation Ther.-fort> the Dain^idh^ 
people nf tlit i fouy iniiihMiR, have an irresis*tiblo attraction ^ 
fpr the Indi heart. Like them, the Irish love youth, beaut), ^ 
Splendour, lavish geimromtv, miHc mid son^, tin* feast and lilt? ' • 
jgnee. Tim mirth and tlH»u*tU»^«.wty of tlm national tempera^ , v 
ment finds 11? tint' exponent 111 tin* mad pranks nf the Ihuuhflf\tii 
j£e I#prehiwn,\ lie meiry spinN that Iniimt the dolls and glelia^ \$ t 
fold look out at th<' winfiinT iioin under the dock-leaf with their, V. T j 
glittering Tin 1 induration that rise* to poetry under 
influence of excitement is expressed b\ the htdii'f in the Leamn * 
who gi\i*M power to song; while the drop pathos of Itidl M 
nature finds its dullest representation in the tender, plaintive, 
spiritual niiNC of the wml and lamentation of the h(ti\-ktd!it , 





r \ ^ -:■& i3/y 

$Sjdtn, or keen, probably from you*; &d6g* r A&d'tKB 
^pntfitinn was also common to other nations of ftatujttttyb 
££Srews, Greeks, and Homans bad their hired mourners, wildJ§, 

_ dllhijpelled hair and mournful cadonced hymns, led*pn the#j 
ftlwicl^bly parade of death. Thus t he Trojan women keened ovqf 
Jf$Ctor,ifclie chorus being led by the beautiful Helen herself, ,7^ 
howling of the dog was miiMdered by these nations as th<J,^ 
Jfejt note of the funeral dirge and the signal that tho comiDg of 
Jpiith was neag. ^jf 

the origin of the superstition may he traced back to Egypt, 
dogs and dog-fueed gods were ohiectn of worship ; probably y* 
Realise Sirius, tho Dollar, appeared precisely before the rising A 
tthe Nile, and theiehy ga\e the peojde u un stie and supernatural ^ 
arning to prepare for tin 1 overtlow. k 

'The Homans lield that the howling of dogs was a fatal presage ;/■? 
?e#, and it is noted amongst the direful omens that preceded^ 
death of (Vsar, lloraie also s.p\s that C’amdia by her spells' 
Borceries could bring ghosts of dogs from hell; and Vtrgi) $ 
kes the dog to howl at the approach of Hecate. jf 

n Jt is remarkable that when dogs see spuds (and they are keenly A 
^fenBit’ne to spirit influence) they never hark, hat only howl. Ihft * 
Sjtbbins sa> that ‘‘ wlien the Angel of Death enters a city tho djgS ;T 
Smt'hbwb libit when Elias appears then the dogs rejoice and am 
Ip^rryT And Babin Jehudu the.Iu^ states, 1 hat once upon a time 
•^Ijdifn the Angel of Death entered a house tho uog howled and nl 
bind; but being presently brought buck he lay down in tear and 
J ^mblhtg, and so died. _ ' ; ? 

jfhia 8trange superstition concerning the howling of dogs, wheiy^* 
_S& supposed, they are conscious of the approach of the Spiri^of ‘;'f 
^j&th, and see linn though he is shrouded and invisible to human 
VeS,may be found pmadmg tbs legends of all nations from ihe 
period down to the present time, for it still exists in full 
W* amongst all classes, the educated, as well us the unlettered g\ 
tu this dav the howling of a dog where a sick;^ 
1 regarded in Ireland in all grades of society with&vS 


*j j , 

on is lving is regarded in Ireland in all grade 
ffd dismay as a certain sign of approaching death. 

Irish mav have obtained the superstition through Egypt^v. 
Tfy&flicia, <)r Greece, for it is tho opinion of some erudite writers/'^ 
^itbe Irish wolf-do^ (Cants fjracius llifarnku*) was descended^ 
ggfthe dogs of .Greece. tj 

TO'Strange and noteworthy that although the dog is so faith*^ 
^j tuan, yet it is never mentioned in the Bible without an el*** 
L ' H 0f contempt ; and Moses in bis code of laws makes the dog 
"part* atiiipal, probably to deter the Israelites from tfe 
Worship, of this animal, It ms the lowest 
ij “ J ‘ a dog ff: Ffldsy, 

i bili$8 






JPpfcflS 5o'gs ; while,at the same time the strange propifiptttf^,- 
jgfoof these animals was unhersally acknowledged and recogtifaffl 
’llie Romans sacrificed a dog at the Lupercalia in Fe&j^ 
f^;And U) meet a dog with her whelps way considered iq^he bigfc 
jpf^egree unlucky, (ff all living creatures the name of “aofejjg 
applied to ain one expressed the lowest form of insult, conteBjJj 
and reproach, ket, of all animals, the dog has the liol 
qualifies, the highest intelligence, and the most enduringaffec 
for man. 

The Indi wolf-dog hud a lithe body, a slender head, and ^ 
fleet ns the wind, 1 lie form of the animal is produced constant! 
in Irish ornamentation, hut the body alwtns terminates in endl^pj 
twdsted (‘('involutions, The great Fionn Mat kail had a Celebjaty 
dog called Bran,” who i> thus described m lli<* bardic legend^ 
a A ferocious, small-headed, white-breamed, sleek-hatmcll# 

1 hound ; ha\ mg t he eyes of a dragon, the cluwo of a w olf, the \ 
of a lion, and the venom of a serpent.” . 

In the same poem Fionn himself is described m highly 
bardic language, as lie hauls the hound by a chain of 
attached to a collar of gold : “ A noble, handsome, fair-feat uT$dj&8M 
Fenian prince; \oung, courteous, manly, puissant, powerful 
action; the tallest of the wairriors; the Wrongest of the cha^^^^ 
pious; the most beautiful of the human rare.” 

Trail, like his master, was gifted m a remarkable degree wKfa|SB|| 
the foreknowledge of evil, and thus he was enabled to give hk ^^ ^ 
young Ford manv warnings to keep him from danger. 'A .iJSSSB 
Once, when wetory was not for the Fenian host, Uran shot 
the deepest sorrow. 

<r IIe came to Fionn, wet and weary,and bv this hand,” says 
chronicler, “ Ins appearance was pitiful. He lay down before fljj 
chief, and cried bitterly and how led. ’ Jg 

“ ‘ Tis likely, my dog,’ saith Fionn, ‘ tliat our heads are in 
iSjy .danger this day.’ ” 

Another time, the Fenian host having killed a huge hoar, Ossj 
jwTthe bard and prophet, ordered it to he burnt as of demon 
p^v/Bran, hearing this, w r eiit out middy and knowingly, andhebrijpij 
«yin three trees in his paw; no one knew' from whence; but 1 ™ 
jfe'itrees were put into the tire and the great pig was burnt, amjpf 
of the beast w r ere cast into the sea. /JS 

go The, Fenian princes generally went to the hunt accomp^M 
^altogether by about three thousand hounds; Bran lgadin^tt 
and fleetest of all The chiefs formed a goodly 
Jbdps&nd knights or more-each wearing a ailken 
of fine silk, a green mantle and fine purple 
hi a gQldep dha4emedT^lm$t/m ' 


i 






vjjief, being jealous of the splchdour 6f the FeniauJ 
^tftcame their bitter enemy, and set himself to curse Brau-jn 
Ilklllioumls in the land 

mn answered, “ If tlnm .-hinililest cnrsft limn, inv*wise, 
bm jraist dog, not a room east or we^t in thy great mansion but\ 
Will) tire. 11 .... 

Brail rested on the mountain with Fionn, his lord und t 
ffifeder, and was safe fiom harm 

met, so fate decreed, Bran finally met Id death hy means of a 
woman. One day a snow-white hart, with hoofs that shone like 
|old. was scented on the lull, and all the hounds pursued, Brau/ 
jfeidtng. Hour after hour parsed hv,and still the hart fled on, the 
founds following, till one hy one they nil dropped old from weuri- 
not one was left sa\e Bran Then the liart headed for 
fm lake, and reaching a high cliff, she plunged from it straight 
$$yyn into the water: the indie In mud leaped in at once after her, 
and seized the hart ns she ruse to the surface . hut at that instant 
fibe changed into the f<nm of aheautil'ullady, aiidlaung her hand 
upon the head of Bran, she drew him down hdieath the w r ater, 
tod the beautiful lad\ and Fionn’s splendid hound disappeared 
&»fetliflr and were seen no moie But 111 inemor\ of the event the 
wjf from which he leaped is called ('oegg-y-Bran, while the lake 
the castle beside it are called Tienmch lirun (the lordship of 
fjffan) to this day. So the name and memory of h hum's hound, 
“atld his wisdom and achievements are not forgotten bv the people ; 

many dogs of the chase are •■'till called alter him, for the name 
&|hought to bring luck Jo the hunter and sportsman. But the 
g pleach Jiiorur (the Hag of Jhe Water) is held in much dread, 
fit is beli eyed that sliest ill h\es m a cave on the hill, and is 
3y to work her evil spells whenever opportunity offers, aud 
‘house is shown under the cairn, also the beaten path efte 
Steversed to the lake. Many effoits have been made to urairrihe 
but the Druid priestess, the Hag of the 'Water, always in* 
^Tprea, and casts'some spell to prevent the completion of the 
The water of the lake has, it is said, the singular property 
„n!ng the hair a silvery white ; and the great Fionn having 
bathed therein, lie emerged u withered old man, and w r oa 
^restored to youth Jiy means of strong spells and incantations. 



- ■? 


pj 


Ormac'fl Glossary there is an interesting account of how the 
ipdog came into Ireland, for the men of Britain were under 
fttAers that no lapdog should be given to the Gfcel, either o(^ 
Slioft or of free will, for gratitude or friendship. ^ Vl 
L * ened that Cairbr^ Muse w f ent to visit a friend 














Him tiS Sras 

animal in a bag, they proceeded to throw L® • jl 
,r over a low wall, till the poor beast was quite dead, dWft 
lidnurht they began their unholv wort lhe Uver 
0 extracted in the name of the Hvil One, and then bo,ledd<»M 
1 thev became to dry that they could easily he reduced 
-der, which was kept for use when opportunity offered. JJg 

x ; th b A-t"v -•VY^Htrtjss" - 

!mn«lv she infused the powder mto Ins cup and watekd ^ 
io drank thn tea with fevriidi uii\u‘ty. Ike u Milt uil e\eii 
•on<l lwr laities. A violent and ardent passion seemed suddenly | 
have seized the Volin- man, ami lie not only made earnest lo\ e t^ | 

. pretty N-ra, but offered her hislmnd m aura* vopmg ll^| 

fever heat, and tinallv the wedding day was h.ud. $ 

The family of the voun* .pure were, however no ..quvte ' 

grille:, 

.k: wi:"?. w. *J| 

tally tVvouk man was earned away half stunned hft^ mtlJ 
6 i • med driven straight home where he was locked upj? 
Isovvm l'wnn, and not allowed to hold any coinmmnenUon w,t| 

tStlvLs of the powder having thus cease,1, he began §1 
jljover from the love madness, and finally thfc fever P ft3 T 
M he loolte 1 hack with wonder and horror on the fatal step® 
*d so nearly taken. Now ho saw there was really vvitchcra|^ 
Ivbicb the power of the hazel twist* had completely M^T 
kj t , 1(1 accomplice having confessed the sorccrv piactiaaftjfj 
~ J • Nora and herjelf, lie hated the girl henceforth 

Ji'once loveddjer, i.. ■ 

few e, ithfU Jip wonf awavon 



W'V'. Y .’-‘■,"*}.% 

J into r withered little witch-fAced cr^tur^'wlf 
ir evew one, and jeered at for the failure of 
rliieh had ull come to nothing though she had thu rf1 
df to aid her; for such is the fate of all who deftly 
levilT magic, ^jM'dallv with tlu* help of Satan’s \ 
t of witchdiift -the block cat. -'J 

a certain herb of more power even than the cAt r 8 y 
love. 'Though what tin.- lieih is, only the adept A 
revcal, The influence it exeraises lasts, it is said,; 
j-for twenty-one veurs, and then reives and cannot he renewed. 

S', A gentleman, now In mg, once ate of this herb, which WMy 1 
j^ven to him by his wife's M-mng-miud, and In consequence he 
^Vfts fated to love the girl for the specified time. Not hung then 
fcfthte to endure lim wife’s presence, lie sent her away from the ; 
F f j^puse, and deuited lmnself exclusively to the servant. Nineteen 
fyears have now passed }► v t mid the poor lady is still waiting 
|jatiently to the end of the tweiitv-one years, believing that the ’ 
switch-spell will then cease, and that her Inis?,mid’s love will b$ 
^|ier9 once moic. For nlieudv he has been inquiring after her, and ■ 
children, and has been heard lamenting the madness that 
^mfeed him to drive them from the hoiw* for the sake of the 

S enial, who usurped his wife’s place by means of sumo wicked * 
rcerv which lie had no power to resist. J 


k^x THE KING OF THE OATS. 

most important personage in feline hi-tory is the King of the 
He may he in your house a common looking fellow enough, t 

E inguislung mark of exalted rank about him, so that it A^l 
ult to verify his genuine chums to royalty. Therefowt&% 
is to cut off a tiuv little hit of Ins ear. if he is reallj^Jfo 
irsonage, he will immediately speak out and declare v JjT 
ind perhaps,at the same tune, tell you some very div 
uths about yourself, not at all pleasant to have dia-V - 
e house cat. 

ce, in a of passion, cut off the head of the domestic^ 
irevv it on the fire. On which the head exclaimed,in - Si 
e, “Go tell your wife that von have cut off the head*, 

; of the Cats; but wait 1 1 shall come back and 
this insult,” and the eyes of the cat glared at htjg; 
n the fire. 

happened ; for that day year, while the master d 
aymg with a pet kitten, It suddenly flew pX hbthr 
Merely that he died soon after. ,. A, * ^ A 



i cunent ftbo“'that bne mgliUnbM wdihiftw 
M.iiu wy late spinning, when ft blocking eame ft»*U 
m 0 « there?" she asked. Nu answer; but still the knQ_ 
jtoLt on. "Who is there?” she asked a second tima,. 
S&biiwer; and the knocking continued. "Who is there? 
t&ked the third time, in a very angry passion ■% 

Alien there came a small voice-" Ah, Judv, agrah, let V»A 
hbt I am cold and hungry: open the door, dudy, agrah, anfg 
|ue sit by the tire, for the night is cold OUt here. Judy, agpal 

IW me in, let me ini” „ , . 

I ‘ The heart of Judv wa^ touched, for she thought it was i 
&maU child that had'lost it, way, and she rose up from her i 
wyhng, and went and opened the door-when in walked a lan 
;black cat with a white breast, and two white kittens attei en 
Tliav all made over to the tire and began to warm and dr 
^'themselves, purring all the time very loudly; but Ju(j) sail 

r never a word, only went on spinning. 

Then the black "cat spoke at last-" Judy, agrah. don t stay 
•p$o late again, for the fairies wanted to bold a cminci here 
■. Wight, and to have some supper, but von have prevented hel 
ao tltev were very angry and determined to kill you and only Jj 
tmyself and my twx> daughters here von would be dead by M 
Vtime. So take mv advice, don't inter f r« with he fa rj MUfl 
Regain, for the night is tliens, and they bate to look on the 
t mortal when they arc out for pleasure or business. So I me 
,’,'to tell vou, and now give me a drink of milk, for 1 must 4 
4 „, And after the milk was tim.-hed the cat stood up, and called| 

^daughters to come away. , . 

0 f “Good-night, Judv, agrah," she said. * Ami have bem 
|i ,; civil to me, and I’ll not forget it to you. Good-mght, 

^AVith that the black cat and the two kittens wdnsked up.|„ 
Ijijmnev; but Judv looking down saw something glittering on$j 
foeartb.'and taking it up she found it was a piece of silver np 
ri t^an she ever could make m ft month by her ppinmng, andj 
C $ Inher heart, and never again ^ up so Ute to m 4 
With the fairy hours, but the black cat and her daughters can}|| 
SCoro again to the house. - 


|tj ’ the demon cat. 

lie cat of the foregoing legend had evidently clvarmij 
" nd was well intontioned; but there are othtfjnfti 
id ways, that are. in fact, demons,or TOP 









tho two red eyes of the cat, burning- like 
gjjgptti the 1 smoke gradually cleared away, and she saw the' bod^f! 

Creature burning slowlv till it became shrivelled and bl$5SSi 
TOeh|>iader, and finally disappeared. And from that time iO 
gggrremaiued untouched and safe from harm, for the; power oftfJ 
One was broken, and the demon cat was seen no more, oi 


are very revengeful, ami one should be very careful not till 
^Offend them. A lady was in the habit of feeding the cat from*$| 
gp^her own tabk,at dinner, and no doubt giving it choice morselsf 3 
Ijvjybut one day There was a dinner party, and pussy whh quite fois^f 


w|j|p'gotten. So .she Milked and plotted revenue, and tha 
IP the lady was m bed, the cut, who had hid herself i 
^l||" ? AP ra11 ? a ^' fhroat of her friend and mistress, an 
S severely that m a week the lady died of undent blot 


it is singular tliat the blood of the 
fev Wonderful power when mixed with her! 
$15; f '^ a>!V ‘y potions for the cut 

drops of the blood are sullicient, and it 1 
IgAmpping off a .small piece of the tail. 


•e, and that night,after 
id herself in the room^||§ 
mistress, and bit herso^ffp 
indent blood poisoning.; dl 

black cat is esteemed 
J , for charms; and also 
1 of disfutsi*, hut thre$A*|§| 

1 generally obtained 


CA f f XATlTiK. W 

. The observation of cats is very remarkable, -and also theiKApl 
furiosity. Jliey exandne c\er\thing m a house, and in a 
^^ahort time know all about it as well as the owner. They aro^wf 
BgMeye# deceived by stuffed birds, or any such weak human do- 
|||tjMions, Ihev fathom it all at one glance, and then turn away^T^S 
a ^ atl j Pti ° . in ;J^ t J rencP ’ as if raying, in cat language-* 

favourite cat in a gentleman’s house was rather fond 
llgjioeturnal rambles and late hours, perhaps copying his 

no matter what his engagements were the cat always returnetf^lS^O 
#fflB#d»rly next morning precisely at nine o’clock, which was 
a p weakfast hour, and raw/ the house hell at the hall door. Tbj|J|B| 
stated to me on undoubted authority; and, in triftS jl^ B 
■Hp* is nothing too wonderful to believe about the intelIcCjS?^^|B 
||||^dw matter what strange things may be narrated, of 
should be held improbable or impossible to 

decided 1 y ma 1 ifithey are 









,|f ^ 

Itf a tourney, anti meet a cat, you should turn hark, f lb 
itfcusnneet you nu the road, not simply be in the honi 
mA it'fust look ym full in tin* face. Then cross yourself « 

WjilXi back; for a witch or a devil is m y)iir path. • 

^ "tft is believed also that if a Mark rat is killed and a bean pkc6d^^^ 
3 $&the Jieart, and the animal afiawards Mined, the beans tlmyH 
jpow from that seed will emifer extraordinary power; tor if ar® 
*% mx pi ar va one m lus mouth, hr w ill heroine iiu wide, and i 

^apywhere he likes without briii^ seen. 

' Cats have truly smiwilnng awful m tlnun. According to 
popular belief they know euny thing that is said, £»t can takff^y 
various shapes through llwir demoniac power. A eht oner lived' 
y! a funnel. faiiiilv lor mam yeans and understood both Irish 
%nd English perforih. Then* the tamih grew afraid of it, for, 

^ibev said it would certainh talk M>me dn\ N> tlm farmer put it 
4to a hag, determined to net nd of it on the mountains, hit on ^ 
4he wav he met a pa<k of hounds and the dogs smell at the bag 
%id dragged it open, on which the cit jumped out; hut tn^;A 
founds w%e on il m a moment, and tore.the poor animal ^ 
pieces. lloweuT, before her de.il slie had limo to say to 
farmer in u*rv good I n.di- “It is well for\oii that 1 must die to- ; <jf 
|iay for had 1 lived I meant to l.uw* hilled you this \en night. , ^ 
rjlieae were the lu,r d>ing wools ..f the rat uttered in her deatlr 
^gOUies, before 1 lie fare ot many eiedible widest, so them can 
Jta no doubt on the matter. # . ■'%, 

f Cats were special object* of mWcriou* dirad to die ancient^- 

t ieh. They believed that many of them were men itndwomett o 
etamuriihoaed into rat. h\ demoniacal power. Tats also were . 
'^he guardians of hidden treasure, and had often great battle*,^ 
long themselves on account of the hidden gold ; when a demon, 

« the shape of the chief cat, led on the opposing forces on 040& > 
^e, and compelled nil the rats m the district to take part in 

The Druidical or royal rat, tlm chief monarch of all the cats 
tfreland, was endowed with human speech and faculties, and 
|#eseased great and singular pm lieges. “ A slender black 
faring a chain of siher, so it is described. ^ 

&-There is a legend that a beautiful princess, a kings daughter*' 
jjftvipg gone down tef bathe one day, was there enchanted by be/Jj 
Scked stepmother, who hated her; and by the spell of the enA| 
^Sment, she was doomed Jo be one year a cat, another a sw«f|$ 

' mother an otter; hut with the privilege of assuming b|T 
pi shape one day in each fm, under certain conditions, It 
t regretted that we have no account as to the TnodfltJ 
he Princess Faithlean eiercised her brief 

Jfcr.the narration woi$[ have had/ Wv * r7fi -* s 
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!D AND THE KINS 0 ? 



Plpfoe I am comely to look upon, and lie bade me serve the^p| 

SSatiood myself.” . .jp? 

^Jl'akeit away,” said Seanehan, “ thou art an unseemly gin, I 

of none more uglv. I havu seen thy grandmother ; she sat ' ,.'; 
m ifwall one day and pointed nut the way with her hand to some V;1 
lulling lepers. How could 1 touch thy food ? ” So the maideiji ^ 

Sjtfenjf; away in sorrow. _* h 

+ * And then Guaire the king was indeed angry, and he exclaimed, , 
malediction on the mouth that uttered that!. May the kiss- ^ 
Of a; leper be on Seanchan’s lips before In' dies ! . 

r Vv Now there was a young serving-girl there, and she said to . 
j§e$»chan, “ There is a hen’s egg in the place, my lord, may I bring ^ 
Tt to thee, oh, Chief Bard 1” . _ , „ 

“ It will suffice ” said Seanehan ; “ bring it that 1 may eat. 

But when she went to look for it, behold the egg was gone. 

“ Thou hast eaten it," said the bard, m wrath. . * 

Not so, my lord,” she answered; “but the mice, the nimble 

"race, have carried it away.” „ « , 

.. “Then 1 will .satirize them m a poem, said bennchan ; and 
-forthwith he chanted so hitter a satire against them that ton mice / 
fell dead at once in Ins presence. 

\ u ’Tia well,” said Seanehan; “but the cat is the one most to , 
yblame, for it was her duty to suppress the mice. Therefore I shall , 
Pe&tirize the tribe of the cats, and their chief lord, Iriisan, son of 
'( Afusan. For l know where lie live- with his wife Spit-lire, and , 
'ijis daughter Sharp-tooth, with her brotheis, the Purrer and t, 
Growler. But I shall begin with Trusan himself, for he is king, 
^.fl,nd ahswerahlo for all the cats. ’ . .. ! 

N, And he said Irusan, monster of claw«, who strikes at the 
friaouse, but lets it go ; weakest of cats. The otter did well who 
Hit off the tips of thy progenitor’s ears, so that every cat since TC 
tegged-eared. Lot thy tail hang dow n ; it is right,for the mousedt 

at thee.” . , . 

tfovt Irusan hoard these words in lti« ca\e, and he said to Ins 
- -daughter, Sharp-tooth : " Seanehan Ims satirized me, but I will W- 

father,” she said,“ bring him here alive, that w T e may all 

our revenge.” •> , . „ ., T ,, , 

^ “I shall go then and bring lnm, said Irusan; so send thy 

Sow*when 1 i'twaa told to Seanehan that the King of the Cat* > 
li on his way to come and kill him, lie was timorous, and ba^ 
ht Guaire and all the nobles to stand by and protect bin* 
(afore long a vibrating, impressive, impetuous sound wj 
a racing tempest of fire ift full blaze, And wben t# 

' ^ Solri to them of.tbe site of'.U^gAj 






nimme, angry, vjuuiciwc, 

Such wgs hi#' t similitude. But m 
not minding till lie came to Seanchi 
$i/ed by the arm and jerked him up on his baek,^ 
ypgy he came before any one could touch lum ; for k 
*r object in view but to get hold of the poet, 
ow Seanchan, being in evil plight, had recourse to 
i, Irusan," he exclaimed, “ how truly splendid thou 
ring, such-leaps, such strength, and such agility 1 I 
have I done, oh, Irusan, son of Arusun ? spare me,I 
woke the saints between thee and me, oh, great Kir 

lut not a bit did the cat let go his hold for all this : 
went straight on to Clonmacnoise where there was 
St. Kieran happened to be there standing at the doo: 
What! ” exclaimed the saint; “ is that the Chief Bar 
;he back of a cat ? Has Guaire a hospitality ended i 
I he ran for a red-hot bar of iron that was m the fur 
ick the cat on the side with it, so that the iron passed 
i, and he fell down lifeless, 

Now my curse on the hand that gave that blow ! 
d, when he got upon his feet. 

And whereforef " asked St. Kieran. 

Because," answered Seanchan, 4 ‘ I would rather Ir 
ed me, and eaten me e\ary bit, that so I might bring 
Guaire for the bad food he gave me ; for it was all 
wretched dinners that I got into this plight. ’ 

Vnd when all the other kings heard of Seanchan's mi, 
y sent to be'g he would visit their courts. But lie \vc 
tber kiss nor welcome from them, and went on his w 
die mansion, where the host of good living was alwi 
k And ever after the kings were afraid to offend Se 
5o as long as he lived he had the chief place at the 
the nobles there were made to sit below him, and 
& content. And in time he and Guaire were reconc 
inchan aud all the ollamhs, and the whole Bardic As 
re feasted by the king for thirty days in noble style 
* choicest of viands and : the best of French wines 
ved in goblets of silver. And in return for bis splen< 
ity the Bardic ■ Association decreed, unanimously, ; 
Sinks to the king. And they praised him in poems rrM |i 
CknArousAbv which name he was ever after known 




Irish king-8 in ancient times kept up splendid hospitality■'*££; 
respective courts, and never sat down to an entertainment^! 
said, without a hundred nobles at least being; presents Neit£ 
: and superb living to the royal race came the learned many' 
jdllatuhs and poets; tlioy were placed next the king-, and abova^ 
Robles at the festivals, and very gorgeous waa the ap£earanc«* 
he Ard-IilO on these occasions, in his white robes clasped^ 
golden brooches, and a circlet of gold upon his head ; vmihS* 
aide lay the golden harp, which he seized when the p^atltk 
S P ffitey came upon lmn, and swept the chords to songs of love, or* 
My praise of immortal heroes. The queen alone had the privilege' 
IgpOtftsk the poet to recite at tlu* roynt banquets, and while he tfcr,- 
jS^Chumed, no man dared to interrupt him by a single word. 

Wjjk '^A train of fifty minor baols always attended the chief poet/fUKfc! 
S»|tlfey were all entertained free of cast wherever they visitedy. 
^Skroughout Ireland, while the Ard-Fih \va/ borne on mauV^ 
^^bcwMera to the palace of the king, and there presented wi^h 4 J 
^ptefi'robe, a chain, and a girdle of gold. Of one bard, it i$ re*" 
gEgfedod that the king gave lnm, in addition, his horse and armour,." 

R ***wfty rings to his hand, one thousand ounces of pure gold, and buy 
Headboard. 

^ITte game of chess is frequently referred to in the old bardick; 
iroirfds; and chess seems to have been a favourite pastime with they 
»|Srij5h from the most remote antiquity. The pieces must have beexk 
j£pp$>’great size, for it is nucrated that the great CTiehulien killed 
wfeffi Btaaae d ger who had told him a lit', hy merely flinging it chessmajf,' 
Pgl&bitn, which pierced Ins brain. The royal chess-board was 
j^^^stly and richly decorated. One ia described in a manuscript 0#^ 
twelfth century: “It was a board of silver and pure gold^ 
g^^l'Overy angle was illuminated with precious stones. And there, 
a man-bag of woven brass wire.” But the ancestors of th,^ 
king had m their hall a chess-board with the pieces formed- 
m th %bones of thsir hvreditai'y enemies, 

dress of the bardn added to their splendour, for the Brebbrk 
lyfaeiffictcd that the yalue of the robrs of the chief poet shotild; 
flVe milch cows, and that of the poetess three cows; the 
robes being of the value of seven covvs, including a dia&an^ 
gokiftu ypil, and a robe of scarlet silk, embroidered in divert 
Jtmag The scions of the royal house had also the right to sev$ 
their mantle; while the poet was allowed six, 
^jj|^V'e*r-the number of colours hein^ a aigtyof dignity,^ 

tit'era^fdwaj^ highly 


:t and-wise Ollai7$k-Fod$a s ]\itig of Ireland 1 
t and endowe^a college at Tara, near the rova-l^Tpal^ 
called Mur-Ollamh } u the Wall of the Learned,'^ 
id sciences were represented there by eminent .|>| 
i great ollaves of music, history, poetry, and orator 
Aed and feasted together, and formed the great Barf 
], ruled over by their own president, styled the A* 
ef poet of Ireland, from Ftlidrcht (philosophy or {} 
dom); for the poets, above all men, were required;, 
i free from all sin that could be a reproach tolearnip 
. was demanded— 

“ Purity of hand, 1<H 

►wyifr* Purity of mouth, 

* Flinty of learning, 7 

7jfp77 Purity of marriage ; ” 

sfj^landany ollamli that did not preserve these four purities lost ha 
^; L V his income and his dignity, the poet being esteemed not only, tl 
highest of all nieiicfor his learning and intellect, but also as beir 
ty. the trim iv\ealer of the supreme v,lsdom. 

r; „ Music was sedulously taught and cultivated at the coll^ 
; of the ollamhs ; for all the ancient life of Ireland moved i 
music. 

The Brplions seated on a hill intoned the laws to the listen^ 
people; the Sennchies chanted the genealogies of the kniga^an 
1|> the Poets recited the deeds of the heroes, or sang to their go] 
' harps those exqubite airs that still enchant the world, and whiq 
gA have been wafted down along the centuries, an echo, according t 
tradition, of the soft, pathetic, fairy mtisie, that haunted the bjd 
and glens of ancient Ireland. 

The chief poet was required to know by heart four hundrf 
®y^poems, and the minor bams two hundred. And they were bouDJ 
|§f to recite any poem called for by the kings at the festivals. 0a op 
raC occasion a recitation was demanded of the legend of the Tainq-bi 
Cuailne, or The Great Cattle laud, of which Maeve, queen of 
|E|>jimught, was the heroine, hut none of the bards knew it. This 

to be a great disgrace, and Seanchan and the hards sebfcrk 
|g£-to traverse Ireland in Bearcli of the story of the Taiqe r up® 
or a solemn oath, ndt to sleep twice in the same plaCqJf 
|p|7; it .was found. 4 -W* 

ekSr-r^'At length it wOs revealed to them that only the dead Feimq 
Boy knew the poem, and forthwith they proceeded to his ^ 
,iw4 fasted and prayed for three days, while they invoked ] 
kp'ffsar. And on their invocation Fergus-Koy uprose ii 
jjeaty, and stood,in liis grave clothes be|ore them 
‘ ^ tfotn beginning to end to the of lis 



• tmg expedition, Guaire the Generous tctolf ebefgfrffF^ 
i anddhe poetesses of the .Bardie Assooi&tiott, so as tl&o 
't trouble the bards while on tjheir wanderings in search^ 
ff ballad of the Taine. Yet tliev do not seem to li^ve beet^| 
fbedeis, these learned ladies; for it is related of one oik’; 
Spaem, idrigit tlie poetess, that although she only ate otor' 
Keen’s e£g at a meal, yet she was called u Bngit of the great"" 

P/wljs on their roturn from tlm search for the Taine that the ^ 
jOjards decreed a vote of thanks to Guaire the king. 

In order to keep up tin* dignity of the great hardic clan, ah in- ' 

g|tbnie was paid by the State to each of the professors and poets 

^flteording to his eminence ; that of tlie cliief port being estimated 
j^jby antiquarians at about the thousand a year of our money, for the \ 
Pblofty and learned Bardie Association disdained commerce and toil. 
y j ,!rbe Fileas lived only on in-juration and the hospitality of theif,. 
s^TOyal and noble patrons, which they ample repaid by laudatory od^S/- 
t/and sonnets. But, if due homage were denied them, they denounced. 4 
£kthe ungenerous and niggard defaulter in the.most scathing and '* 
1 hitter satires. Of one chief it is recorded that he absolutely 'front / 

^ynad and died in consequence of the malignant poems that were / 

Kliade on him by a clever satirical bard. -b? 

pP At last the Brehons found it necessarv to take cognizance / 
Srof this cruel and terrible implement of social torture, and enacts- 
p^gpents were framed against it, with strict regulations re- \ 
fttfarding tlie quality and justice of the satires poured oujjp; 

the poets on thoe who had tlie courage to re.-ist tlieir. y 
Inactions and resent tlieir insolence. Finally, however, the - 
lambs, poets, and poetesses became so intolerable that the reign-os 
Jiing king of Ireland about the-seventh century made a great effort 
extirpate the 


whole bardic race, hut failed , they were too. 

in, at least, materially^ 
>5, lessening their revenues, and reducing 
nigh they still continued to exist 


*y 
& 

<,i#‘ extirpat 

if strong for him, though he succeeded 
^abridging their pcivil 

/their numbers; and tiiougti they still continued to exist as 
‘/the Bardic Association, \et tlu*\ ne\er afterwards regained the"'* 
||pbWer and dignity which tlny\ once held in the land, before their- 
|40de and insolent contempt of all classes who were not numbered • 
pSfiiongst the ollamlw and tileas, had aroused such violent ani- ; 
jjgfoaity. The Brehuu laws also decreed, as to the distraint of 

that his horsewhip he taken from him, “ as a warning v that J 
not to make use of it until be renders justice,’’ Perhaps by 
Sfi^feOrsewliip was meant the wand or staff which the poets carricd^yj 
gfeWepf Wood, on which it is conjectured they may have inscribe^Y 
urn leverse^ in the Dirham' character. 








for I will prove fai^ 












■ ear they should all assemble &t Vhe 

l! of the three cows. Then she plunged into 
o more. ' 

it day year all the people of Ireland assembled.^ 

_ _ _ teh, as they had been directed by the beautifully 

ES^tiriiaiden ; and all tlie high cliffs and all the rocks were covered 
E§ftdiH anxious spectators from the early dawn. Nor did they wftit * 
■jfcyltin. Exactly at noon the vvuves were stirred with a mighty 
Hi otion, and three cows rose up from the sea—a white, a rea r s 
black—all beautiful to behold, with sleek skins, large soft«T 
and curved horns, white as ivory. They stood upon the*/ 
Sborb for a while,looking around them. Then each one went in a 
^different direction, by three roads; the black went south, the rid 
fwwent north, and the milk-white heifer—the Bo-Finn —crossed the 
^plain of Ireland to the von centre, where stood the king’s palace. ,r 
rtjf^nd every }dace she passed was mimed after her, and every well l 
jk'&he drank at was called Lonyh-nu-Iio, <»r Tuber-Bo-Finn (the well 
Vof,the wdiite cow), so her memory remains to this day. _ 

K In process of time the white lnufer gave bi^th to twins, a male rf 
%nd female calf, and from them descended a great race, still exist irSjjy^ 
itn Ireland; after which the while cow disappeared into a greatE. 
d^Save bv the sea. the entrance to which no man knows. And there „ 
y&he regains, and will remain, m an enchanlcd .deep, until the true y 
king of Eire, the lord of lieland si nil 1 feme to waken her ; but the. ;g 
*7 fake near the cave is still known as Lowih-iut-Bo-hannn (the lake, t 
the snow-white cow). Vet some say that it was the king’s 
^daughter was carried olf Ey enchantnient to the cave, in the form 
$;0f a cow’, and she will never regain her form until she sleeps on v 

t ^the summit of each of the 11n er highest mountains m Ireland;' 
Jbut only the true king of lhre can wake her from her sleep, and ~ 
String her to “the rock of the high place,' when she will be 
’^restored at last to her own beautiful form. *“• 

oji , Another legend savs that a red-haired woman struck the 
vbeautiful Bo-Einn with her staff, and smote her to death ; and the 
?*joar which the wdiite cow gave in dving was heard throughout / 
y the whole of Ireland, and all the people, tiemlded. This is evE 
an allegory. The beautiful IVi-Tinn—tlie white cow—Vs 
^Ireland herself; and the red-haired woman who smote her to - 
death was Queen Elizabeth, “ m whose time, after her cruel wars, ■ 
|j|«l6 cry oh the slaughtered people was heard all over the land, and 
iprfent uj£to heaven for vengeance against the enemies of Ireland sVja 
the kingdom was shaken as by an earthquake, by the roar of d 
oppressed against the tyrant.” J 

*“^The path of the white cow across Ireland is marked by small^ 
fg stone monuments, still existing. They show the exacQ^G&g 
fepfe' fthegeated each, night and had her bed, and the adjbim|tE?l 
connected with the tradition—aa h ^ ’the 



























png'dipped the dead hand three times in the*iniHr, then d’r5$P| 
%Tput it back again in the box. * .' 

hfc girl, as soon as she could get away uuperceived, fled 
|or from the room, and spread the news amongst tin* peopled 
i^jbnce a crowd gathered round the house with angry cries andf 
feats to break open the door to search for the dead hand. *' 

It last the woman appeared calm and cold as usual, and told* 
jjpfltheVn they were taking a deal*of trouble ubout nothing, for there 
^f-waa no dead hand in the house. However, the people rushed in 
gP and Searched, but all they snv was a huge tire on the hearth, though 
sfcthe?smell of burning flesh was distinctly perceptible, and by tliia 
Ifetfiey knew that she had burnt theJead hand. Vet this did not" 
tes&'fcaYe her from the vengeance of the neighbours. She was shunnetH 
Bgfby every one; no one would eat with her, or drink with her, 
SB* &r talk to her, an<l after a while she and her husband quitted the 
£%’*island and were never more heard of. 

' However, after she left and tlie butter was brought to the 
^./market* all the people had their fair and equal rights again, of 
yik, 'which the wicked witchcraft of the womnn'hua defrauded them ftJt 
long, and there was great rejoicing in the island over tlie fftfy, 
punishment of tlm wicked witch of the dead hand. * 

S&h -o- 

ir, 

THE WICKED WIDOW. 

!Per evil spells over milk and butter are generally practised byk 
Jgygwomen, and arise from some feeling of malice, or envy against 
P^jjxrosperous neighbour. Hut the spell w’ill not work unless some 
Egfoportion of the milk is first given by consent. The people tlnyg-i 
eSyiore are very reluctant to give away milk, unless to some friend, 
fjpkthat‘they could not suspect of evil. Tramps coming in to beg for 
wSg'.a mtig of milk should always be avoided, they may be witches in* 
EgjJ’.disguwe ; and even if milk is given, it must be drunk in the house,, 
|8|^$nd not carried away out of it. fn every case the person who< 
^Sbnters must give a hand to the churn, and say, “ God bless all 

EPere/’ 

Mgk'-A young farmer, one of the fine handsome fellow's of the West/ 
Hugh Connor, who w r as aho w^ell off and rich, took to wife' 1 
pretty young girl of the village called Mary, one of the Leydona/f 
^14 there was no better girl in all the country round, and tbefjrj 
|re f very comfortable and happy together. 6ut Hugh Cemtp^ 
Ml'bfcen keeping company before his marriage with a yotdg§ 
place, who had designs on him, and was filled wM§S 
ary Loyd oft was selected for Connor's bride,. tSfifiss 
i'j&ma "desjtft for Ten&ftance. rose\\ig 




mm 











’ ' •' n v. ^r- :r 


e,?fyluch Mary thought smelt like the ihcemft in the fcli 
. ^dtb a hot iron rod from tho fire, the strange woman 
ign of the cross on the threshold, and another over the hear$B«S$ 
r which a loud roaring was heard outside, and the^ widcwfi: 
sited in crying out that a hot stick was running through h££.; 
£eart, and all her bo<iy was on lire. And then she dropped down^ 
SjJajthe floor in a tit, and her face became quite black, |iiu ner limbs 
S|wb|ked in convulsions. 

W *|Js T ow,” said the stranger, ^ \nu see w T ho it is put the Evil Eyee '>38 
fcm^ll your house; but the spell has been broken at last. Send 
gJoV'^hts men to carry her back to her own, house, and never let that ’$|| 
SfWitiCh-w’oman cross your tliresliold again/’ , ‘ 

pA After this the stranger disappeared, and was Seen no more 


jfT ISfow when all the neighbours heard the story, they would have 
iiiQ'dealings with the widow'. She w r as shunned and hated; aud.vp 
|fit) respectable peison would bo seen talking to her, aud she went/v^ 
gfcy the name ot the Jdril Witch. So her life was very - raiserable^^g 
J/aiwI not long after she died of sliced vexation 2nd spite, all by 


jyfeif alone, for no one would go near her; and the night of 
j^Wake no one went to offer a prayer, for they said the devil wonId^|fiy 
£<be there in person to look after his own. And no one would walls 
j^with her conii\to the grave, for they said the devil was waiting/^ 
|ht the churchyard gate for her; and they iirmly beliove to this^JlS 
Sjftjrthat her body w r as carried away on that night from the grave*]^$|s| 
grotrdby the powers of darkness, lint no one ventured to test the/e|j| 
ftSkfith of the story by opening the collin, so tho w T eird legend rd<W|j 
S^tains still unsolved. 1 

^ as for Hugh Connor and the pretty Mary, they prosper^raij 
teter that in all things, and good luck fold the blessing of GbiT4|l 
jammed to be evermore on them and their house, and their cattlg^v^ 
their children. At the same time, Mary never omitted oaJIw 
C hurning days to put a red-hot burse-shoe under the churn accord^J|i 
as the stranger had told her, who she firmly believed w'as 
* aod fairy irt disguise, who came to help her in the time of 

e and anxietv. * % .t§Sg 


THE. BUTTER MYSTERY. 

. *■? 

'f . >; 

l$B were two brothers who had a small fajm and dairy betw$&|j 
j^and they were honest and industrious, and worked harddw 
though they had barely enough, after, all their Ub&tflH 
' xf^nnd soul togetbe]^ ~ t 





mptwch from an elder-tree that grew close to the house, and 
|||lt to the dash for a handle. Then the churning went on, but 
llpWr surprise, the butter gathered so thick that all the crodti 
Ipthe house were soon full, and still there was more loft. The flam® 
pithing went on every churning day, so the brothers became ricSl 
Pjlfor they could fill the market with their butter, and still bad mitf® 
than enuugh for every buyer. 

At last, being honest and true men, they began to fear tbidl 
there was witchcraft in it, and that they were wronging theijr> 
y' neighbours by abstracting their butter, and bringing it to theiij 
J. own chum in some strange wav. So they both went off together^ 
'A to a great fairy doctor, an<l told him the whole story, and aske® 
t bis advice. ' * 

“Foolish men,” be said to them, “why did you come to me F* 
^ r for now you have broken the spell, and you will never have youi^ 
* crocks fillKl with butter any more. Your good fortune has pasted 
away, for know the truth now. You were not wronging youJ^i 
e ' neighbours ; all was fair and just that you did, but this is how ife 
happened. Long a'go, the fairies passing through your land h$d| 
a dispute and fought a battle, and having no arms, they flung4 
fr lumps of butter at each other, which got lodged in the branch©^ 
of the elder-tree in great, quantities!, for it was just after 
Eve, when butter is plenty. This is the butter you have hadS 
for the elder-tree bos a sacred power which preserved it utttife 
now, and it canoe down to vou through the branch you cut 
handle to the dash. But the spell is broken now that yon harife 
y uttered the mystery, and you will have no more butter from lh$ 
& elder-tree.” * . ^ 

\ Then the brothers went away sorrowful, and never afte&di^j| 
"i the butter come bevond the usual quantity. However, they bwk 
: already made so much money that they were content. Ana thqjl 
P, Btocked their farm, and all things prospered with them, for 
| had dealt uprightly in the matter, and the blessing of the La™ 
was on them. 


r,. CONCERNING BIRDS. '4j 

^all countries superstitions of good or evil are attached 
birdfl. The raven, for instance, has a wide-world repp' J 
the harbinger of evil and ill-luck. Tfte wild gm 
winter; the robiu is held sacred, for no one wou 
TOltmng a bird wbo bears on his breast the blesaai 





' €?,v the magpie/ ; ; u : 

is ho Irish Dame for the Magpie. It is generally callfed^ 
fkcujh, a Frenchman, though no one knows why. Many qfieer;^ 
are narrated of this bird, arising from its quaint wayv^ 
roit cunning and habits of petty larceny. Its influence is 
nftidered evil, though to meet one alone nl the morning- 
journey is an ill omen, hut to meet more than one % 
ie betokens good fortune, according to the old rhyme wfech ^ 

One for Sorrow, 

- | Two for Mirth, 

jjv " r v Three for M.imago, 

' - Four for a Birth.” / 


THE WHEN. 

-The wren is mortally hated by the Irish ; for on oije occasion,^ 
'When the Irish troops'were approaching to attack a portion of h 
tCromwell’s army, the wrens came and perched, on the Irish drums, 
Sind by their tapping and noise aroused the English soldiers, who 
&n the Irish troop- and killed them all bo ever since the 
(Irish hunt the wren on St. Stephens Day, and teach their children 
ftfo.run it through with thorns and kill it whenever it can be 
A dead wren was also tied to a pole and carried from ■- 
to house by boys, who demanded money; if nothing was 
MWn the wren was buried on the door-step, which was considered 
insult to tlie family and a degradation. 


^ THE HAVEN AND WATER WAGTAIL. 

2f. ravens come cawing about a bouse it is a sure sign of deatby 
e raven is Satan’s own bird ; so also is the water wagtail, yet 
of killing it, for it has three drops of the devils blood in. 
little-body, and ill-luck ever goesjvith it, and follows it/ ^ t 


|^THE CUCKOO AND ROBIN REDBREAST. Jj 

very unlucky to kill the cuckoo or break its eggs, fOM^ 
weather; but most unlucky of all things is to ldll 
^breast, Ike robgi is God’s own bird, sacred and hoiy| 

M& 'U the 3m teat veneration because of 

. •' 









spas!!«*», - >» ■*- °™ i> m 



feSJS5S::S?i 

fefeaSSSffiSS 

pr£is $/s «SrS?a 

B,.h., <h» b ;:C iX« *38 

jHh-woman bad taken her revenge. , , 

—. * % 

* the WEASEL. . ' -;M 

rn .pW»l - f KlifuJiov""» 

^•5,^3SaS^‘Sg 

^jsrffi2SwSwK&ij<j 

‘ rt»nitv offers. The otjJ? remedy u to WBB 



jSEp^'aufitjg jfcb'e year, if the stldcfe.. 
"ikeri fm be eaten when the sun goes down* 


A goose is killed on St. Michaels Day because the son of #1 

E ng, Doing 1 then nt a feast, was choked by the bone of a goofl^E 
t was restored by St. Patrick. Hence the king ordered a goo|$3 
be sacrificed every year on the anniversary of the day to CQjn-v 
morate the event, and in honour of St. Michael. & ^ 

, A fowl is killed on St. Martin’s Day, and the blood sprinkle^ 
the house. In Germany a black cock is substituted. 


£’■ A crowing hen, a whistling gill, and a black cat, are consider#*! 
most unlucky, lie ware of them in a house. «. $ 

■0i If a cock comes on the threshold and crows, you may expect^ 
pYisitpra. , -Vj 

| 

_y To see three magpie* on the left hand when on a journey is 
y lucky ; but two on the right hand is a good omen. 

\' f ; If you liear the cuckoo on your right hand you will have lucll!^ 
v-* all the jyear after. : \2 

' v Whoever kills a robin redbreast will never have good luck wef^j; 
^ they to live a thousand years. ^ 

Isj®/ A water wagtail near the house betokens bod news on its w*yj 
$toyou. .. 

If the first lamb of the season is bom black, it foretellsmour$3$|t| 
|^jpasHnents for the family within the year. 1 'J£8j 

is very lucky for a hen and her chickens to stray into 

\Ieo it is good to meet a white lamb in the early mpB&iflffl 
the sunlight on its face. * 


It is unlucky to meet a magpie, a cat, or a lame woman wb|||j 
a journey. Or for a cock to meet a person in the d.QQ£|™l 
him—then the journey should be put 

ie comes chattering to your door it iaa,_f 


Ulgdr am death**igD* 
















.^pOte'OB the salmon; 


whoever c&lff fcatfeh'Al 


;tBeae salmon would be indued with_-£he guMbiest 
jkt* Hence the phrase current amongst the people: r < Haaljpg 
hex of science; ’’ u Had I eaten of the salmon of Knowledge, -|ei| 
this supernatural knowledge came to the great Fionn through^ 
touch of a salmon, and made him foreknow all events. ' Jm* 

all herbs the yarrow is the best for cures and potions, It ii|^ 
n up in clothes as'a pre\entire of disease. t 

\ss-more, or great herb, has also strong healiflg power^y^ 
is used as a charm. > r 

|L$bere is an herb, also, or fairy grass, called the Fated SkauffkfajV } ]S 
“ stray sod,” and whoever treads the path it grows on 
Compelled by an irresistible impulse to travel on without stojpphiftjS 
jKpl through the niglt, delirious and restless, over hog and mouwjg 
*p,Ln, through hedgtgi and ditches, till weaned and bruised 
thj^his garments torn, his hands bleeding, he finds himself fe 
ij p pyriTng twenty or thirty miles, perhaps, from his own ko’Bfflwgi 
j&nd thoso who fall under this strange influence Jiave all the 
Jm sensation of flying and are utterly unable-to pause or tnm||j 
^aclf or change their career. There is, however, another he?tjj||E 
gjTjat ca n neutralize the effects of the Faud Shaugkran, hut 
wjfae initiated can utilize its mystic properties. 
gpAnother grass is the Fair-Gortha , or the “ hunger-stricken 
SM if the hapless traveller accidentally treads on this grass by t&||| 
l||W-side, while passing on a journey, eithet by night or day,‘|#|| 
|fe§0inesat once seized" with the most extraordinary cravingCQM 
and weakness, and unless timely relief is afforded 

fijP^yhen a child is sick a fairy woman is generally sent for^jgH; 
|&Jkes a drink for the patient of those healing herbs of whie 
has the knowledge. A childless woman is considered 
|pve the strongest power over the secrets of herbs, espec'k 
Reused for the maladies of children. . ^ 

fli^re is an herb, grown on one of the western islands off 
Connemara, which is reported to have great and 
/ But no one will venture to pronotmee its narhe. 

lawny for certain whether one lying sick wUtj^Gj 

















in the wounds, and closed them 
was no external sign, though tMgroans of thewoim 
j^efe terrible to hear. Then the learned Ficfoden waa* 
jWf the prophetic physician,” as he was called, frgnt his 
iiffin diagnosis; and when he arrived with three of his pupils 
hospital they found the chief lying prostrate, groaning 

3bft»ihle agony. • . , ~ 

fO'What groan is t^at? 11 linked the master of the first pupil, 

i9 'I It is from a poisoned hath, 1 he answered. fl 

-|And what groan is tbatP" asked the master, of the secorfI;| 

fit iafrom a hidden reptile,”he answered. , , '&? 

f And what groan is that P ’ a^ked Fioneen of the third pUpil;.^ 
J* It is from a poisoned seed,” he answered. , 

SMI hen Fioneen set to wmk, und having cauterized the wound** 
1th red-hot irons, the pmsonyus bodies were extracted IromJ 
heneatS' the skin, and the chief was healed. • 

^In later times the Irish physicians weremucji celebrated for thetf* 
fining, and numerous Irish medical manuscripts are m existenw| 
O'th in Ireland and England, and are also scattered throughjhj 
^public libraries of the continent. 1 hey are chiefly written n 
Kith a commentary in Irish, and show a thorough knowledge 0^ 
»he part of the writers of the works oWIrppScrates, Ealeii, Aim 
otle, and others as celehratuh For after the mtroductionjH 
Wstianity Latin was much cultivated in the Irish schools, 
ihe priests and physicians not only wrote, but. could cotiyei^ 
^Huently in Latin, which language became the chief medmnmO^ 
&iumcation btWh them ami the learned men of the CQ»U| 
W&a{ But the most ancient mode of procedure amongst the tns® 
&kmhs and adepts was of a medico-religious character; conaistrojj 
cures, fairy cures, charms, invocations, and certain magiC4| 

$M§n,omes. A number of these cures have been preserved trattfe 
penally bv the people, mid form a very interesting study of (W 
%6dical superstitions, as they have been banded down through 
Recessive generations; for the profession of a^ pliysician w| 
'^feraditary in certain families, and the accumulated lore of cgtft 
was transmitted carefully from father to soil by this <mst<?| 
^Kius^ge. __t ; JM 

|l$Pany of the ancient cures and charms are strange and 

■ y/ero accompanied by singular mysterious fajms, whienjgg 
Itdn many cases aided the cure ; especially amongst a. pWSH 
^iiaeinative and susceptible to spiritual influences as tneilBA 
jlW a fervent faith and hays a patbetig Biraplu^^ 







fWp, almost'snMirae, faith in the I)ivino power of T the 'RnWM 

^plTT 1 ?’ and . of tJl8 -e''er-present ministration of eai 
ngels to humanity. . 

iJrZX Vf be rrish P Pasa ? t > life >'M always been connecSli 
.■with the belief in unseen spiritual agencies. The peonle thAll 

^"tLm rr P T ° f ll "‘ ' s "l lernfttllruI * 11,1,1 notliincr woulf induct 
t0 sl'glit an ancient form or break thronuli a traditional 
oo " ' f ll: ' v 1 tlial (1|, ‘ ri'^ilt would be something awful**! 
^too temble to be spoken of save in a wlnsper, sbo.,1,1 the custom*! 
: ; >« f ™ir forefathers be lightly interfered with. » 

Vcy... Q ^ ie ^ ostein Islands especially, the old superstitions that?’'! 
C, r d0WM from ^ ■»>”«* Ome S are observed “dh 3 
solemn reverence, and the people in fact, as to their habit^f 
if , and . ,de f- renla,n the same as St. Patrick left them fourSl 
,v.hundred years ago. The swift currents of thought that stir tb#'i§ 

!iV ™th oTnrTV’ 1 "i' 1 1/lllK ’ n a "' 1 '.'T 1 fhe intellect on it$4 

' P , . P iave ]1 " v,r them ; all the WUV08 * t wX>j 

■ s;i cer J tu ?‘ 1 ^ 3 dnft h ? tJp-ir tali. uvs and leave them unchanged. 

^ it is therefore in the islands and along the w.^tern coast that Ml 

^ m ° Sl V f H^dS, charms, ulXfs S8 

f,world-old superstitions which have lingered burner in Ireland-^ 

than m any other part of Eurupe. " ° 6 

* htr\^ an ' ^° Sf? i] 1<dlldfJC Un the fallowing selection were narrated’® 
, hv tl e peasants, either in Irish, „r in the expressive Irish-kaXh M 
.*b ch still retains enough of the ancient idiom to make thS^I 
language impressively touching and picturesque. The ancient 

: J ' ava ^ ^ ] >y 4™ a ^“1 

quyateixcuharly interesting fr-m their deep hunmn riSthris : M 
■■ blended with the sublime trust in the Dmne idisible power «« 

i tlie Illsl * (, ' ln perument in all aues. A faith thal^H 
believes implicitly, trusts devoutlv, and hopes' inHnitelv wSi 
} he ®? ul 111 lts sorrow turns to heaven for the aid which cmWSIh 
. found on earth, or given by earthly hand-. The folWm“h«3| 
kfmm Die Irish express much of this mingled spirit of faith ™|j 

AGAINST SORROW. 

;■ { <; ha ™ sei by Marv for her Son, before the fair man'andt 
prbulent woman laid Him in the grave.. 9 

s P le <' 1 »™ Michael with the shield • 

: ' Of the palm-brunch of Christ; 

, JL. ^ Bridget with her veil. 

‘ “T 1 ® cham which God set for Himself when the di 
darkened. '* 

the cross wh&flmifak$h$ 




» 6t Christ* % 

JgjS^Oy then. Gather ^e gold ; and may the tears of 
jj^ffy'&nd thou wilt he cured, both body and soul.” ‘1-?$ 

These words must be said while a drink is given to the p£$| 



FOR THE MEASLES. 


The child has the measles/ said John the Baptist, 
jjfo “‘The time is short till he is well/ said the Son of God. 
Sg/f “ i When Y ’ said John the Baptist. 

Pjffi i4i Sunday morning, before sunrise/ said the Son of G$d.”v « 
This is to be repeated three times, kneeling at a cross, for th 
^ mornings before sunrise, and the child will be cured by the Sum 
following. 


FOR THE MAD FEVER. 


jO 1 ;., Three stones must be charmed by the bands of a wise ffl 

f f doctor, and cast by his band, saying as be does so— 

7 ** The sfone I cast, is for the head m the mad fever; 

5g second stone I cast is for the heart in the mad fever; ‘the tf 
Ketone I cast is for the back in the mad fever. 


“ In the name of the Trinity, Ft peace come 


AGAINST ENEMIES. 


Amen ” 


■ i Three things are of the Evil One— ? 

c Am evil eye; 

- ‘ An evil tongue; 

An evil mind. 

Three things are of God ; and these three are what Mary f 
0 her Sou, for she heard them in heaven— . ,, 

The merciful word ; / ^ Jj 

The singing word; ' . ^0 

And the good word. 

May the oower of these three holy things be on all the 
“tnSn of Erin for evermore, 4 } /^ 

A 


TO EXTRACT A THORN 
r thatjjpreada, the thorn 







tism 












FOR RAINS IN THE BODY. 


Rub the part affected with liax and tow, limited in the fife 
Deatimr in Irish— A- 


"*In the name of a mu Mi man and a mrtd woman, and of $hei 


-Lamb of God, be healed from vour pains und your sms. bo DQ it.' 

L This custom refers to t ho tradit ion that one day the Lord Christy 
lyboing* weary, ashed lea\e to r* st in a house, but was mfu/bd byth07 
"master of the house, a much, rude man. Then the wife) being 1 a 
r mild woman, had pity on the wayfarer, and brought Hun in to,' 
"rest, and gave Ilim a cup of water to drink, and spake kindly to> 
•Him. After which the man was suddenly taken with severe pains^* 
and seemed like to die in his agony. 1 

On this Christ oath'd for some tiax and tow, and, breathing onl 
it, placed it on the part affected, by which means the man was quittY 
pealed. And then the Lord Chi iM went His Way, but not befor^a 
the man had humbly allied paulon for his rudeness to a stranger,^ 

The tradition of this cine has remained ever since, and a ho£ r 
^plaster of tlax and tow is u-ed by the peasantry imuriably for 
■midden pains, and found to he most eihcacious as a cure. * 


AGAINST DROWNING. 

“ May Christ and His saints stand between you and harm. ^ 
,*■ Mary and her Son. 

St. Patrick with his staff. 1 ' "}\ 

Martin with his mantle. ^ 

Bridget with her \eil. - 

Michael with his shield. 

And God over all with Ilis strong right hand/ 


IN TIME OF BATTLE. 

0 M$ry, who had the victory over all women, giv^jne vi 
over tny enemies, that they may fall to the ground^aja^J 
Ijftfc it is mown,” r ‘ 
























Another. 


m 

■m 


hwfcy mild charm, a charm which Christ discovered. TW ^llli 
Upttnn that kills thefvurm m the fln*h ti||S 

Kg/*May Peter take, may Paul take, mav Michael take, the pairt* Wm 
the cruel pain that kills the back and the lift?, and darkem 'JlgB 
peeyeefJ 

;t This oitiun written, and tied to a hare’s foot, is always to be^fl 
Iforn by jho person nfiiicted, hung round the neck. 

- j. _____ 'v 

1 ^ 

kt* . im a sprain, 

ifl the Western Isles the following charm is used for 
Strain-- Man™ 

| A strand of black wool is w mind round and round the ankle/^ISil 
- - or rentes in tt , ow un) , e _ A^||| 

* fhe Lord rade and the foal slade, 

. vidn) 

v$iS 

’i$5ws* 


n 

wm 


1 11^ lighted and Ho righted , ’isaatj 

Set joint to joint and bone to bone, 

And sinew unto mriew 
In the name of God and the Saints, 

Of Mary aud her S>n," 

Let thi* man be healed Aurn." 

similar cbarm was used in Uennnny in the tenth century. 

Smbfig to Jacob (irimm. 

m _ fm 

TO CAUSE LOVE. 

butter on a new-made dish, such as Mary get 
This to be gi\en in the presence of a mill, of a 
ttdbe presence of a tree ; tlie lover saying softly— „ 

M> woaan, loved hy me, mayeat thou give me fhy heart, thr' 
kn i body. Amk.w ™ 




pFOgTHE BITE OF A MAI) DOG, 















when Out snipe sowing * a gentlepfau ^ ^ 
kft horridHooking insect staling up at me. J called Vf^ 

‘by, and naked him the name of it. lie told me it was \ _ 

IJJSe T/iordal! , and was reckoned a jjreat cure for 1 lie chinnso^h 
mjhj&f if any one got, it safe in a bottle and kept it prison eH 
JsSti died, the disease would go awajffrora the patient. It 
a *YS)jth& time to trv the cure, for mv child was laid up with ^ 
BH||\£pidemir. So [ bottled mv friend and daily examined the*s®f 
big health. It lasted for a fortnight, ami at the end of v tJ$fijl 
ktime the child had quire recovered, and the liorrihledooH^B 
'insect creature lav dead." 




/ 


FOR RHEUMATISM. 


The operator makes passes, like the mesmerist, over the meittK 
Y -affected by the rheumatic pain, never touching tlm part, 
moving his hand sl^wlv over it at some distance, while he muttjepS 
a form of words in a low r voice. 



FOR A STYE OX THE EYELID. 

gooseberry thorn at it nine times, saving, a Awi 
*1* ... ,..:n....n.. 


and the she will vanish presently and disappe^ral 


TO CURE WARTS. 


@fev"»w»y, away! 

SH&W ' On meeting a funeral, take some of the clay from under 
®||||KW the men w r ho bear the coffin and apply it to the wart, wiflhM 
strongly at tlie same time that it may disappear; Dn ^ « 


FOR A STITCH IN THE SIDE. 


^ Rub the part affected with unsalted butter, and make tli^ 4 
Sf'the cross seven times over the place. 

^ - f ' 



FOR WEAK EYES. 


4wQtidh <$ the jWers of Rai flies boiled 




FOR WATER ON THE BRAIN. 




Bb head well with wool, I lien place oil-akin over, and thtflL, 
fcfof W|ll be drawn up out of the head. When the wool ft quit* ‘M 
the braifi will he fn^and the child cured. . ' 

1 'gfil 




<’011 III V DISEASE. 


*:?■- TakeVthrr-e green .dunes, gathered from a running brook^ ' 
$Mtweei\riidnig]it and morning, nhile no word is wild. In ailem#" 

St toust-iw done. Then uneuver the limb and rub each sto 
%>vejyl times closely downwards from the hip to the toe, Mytog'VK3fl 
pa; Irish- ‘ 


\S ear a\*n\, ^car nwny, 


There you shall not stay, 


( ruel pam -awa\, away ” 


-- • 


FOR TIIC MU.Ml’S. 

Mm 


j .. 

L Wrap the child tn a blanket, take it to the pigsty, rub thft ijj 
[^hild’y head to the back <»f a pig, and the nmmpa will leavj it, 
fj^d pass from the child to the animal, 

% 

f Allot hn, 

^ Take nine black stones gathered before sunrise, and bring thfioS 
patient with a rope round his neck to a holy well—not speaking^ 
&*ll$e while. 1 licit cast, m three atones in the name of Qoa,';^ 
•JbWteAiu the name of Christ, an»l three in the name of Mary.' 1 $ 
[Jtcpieat this process for three mornings and the disease will ba^f 

IjSftiw. _ 

ki iki 

TOR EPILEPSY. 

Take nine pieces of young elder twig; run a thread of silk of T? 
t strands through the pieces, each piece being an inch long*# 
this round the patient’s neck next the skin, Should tMijSW 
jUtod break and the amulet fall, it must be buried deep in 
§ph wwj tether amulet made like the first, for if once it touchtfM™ 
Pfe^oundifte charm is lost. 


m 



Another, 


of % dead man’s skull, grind them to>yow 
















jitionfi being taken, Mich as u red coal .set uniter the 
I’.’feauth of mountain ash tied over it, or of the alder-tree, a 

_r to the aex of the child, for both trees ha\e mystic virtues, j 

&*b&?>ly because of the ancient superstition that the first man** 
^created from an alder-hee,and the first woman from the mouftftfS® 

^ ji 

The fairies, however, are sometimes sure »ssful in carrying off w 
fc-bflby, and the mother finds m the morning a poor weaUy lit 
^Sprite in the cradle in place of her own splendid chjn. 
pshould the mortal infant happen to grow up ugly, the fairies sen 
^ it back, for they love beauty above ull things; and the firiry chief® 
'greatly desire a handsome mortal wife, so that a hundSonte gtfpjS 
»£j'*must lie well guarded, or they will carry her off. The childr^j|3 
of such unions grow up beautiful und closer, but are also wild/.b, 
3Sj^f ; reckless and extravagant. They are known at once by the beauty ^ 
jfcV' of their eyes and hair, and they liuve a magic fascination that-*#0^ 
W- ode can resist, and also a fairy gift of music and song. djj 

9 * 

’"If a person is bitten bv a dog, the dog must be killed, wlietheffljS 

' 'mad or not, for it might become mini; then, so also would 

who had been touched by the saliva of the animal. ' 

If, by accident, you find the back tooth of a horse, carry it ab 
with you as long as you live, and ym will never want money§® 
^but it must be found by chance, ' 

When a family has been carried off by fever, the house whercj 
they died mav bo again inhabited with safety if a certain number^ 

; of sheep are driven in to sleep there for three nights. 



An iron ring worn on the fourth finger was considered effec^i 
■ainat rheumatism by the Irish peasantry from ancient titn$ 

^^Paralvsis is cured hv .stroking, hut many forms and mystic inctlT| 
Stations are also used during the process; and only certain \ 
£hava the power in the hands that can effect a cure by the j 
I the stroke. 1 i. 

The seed of docks tied to the left arm of a woman Sdll 
being barren, 

nful of vita sweetened with sugary;feft< 
dfttaddfed, that it mav not annby the 
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sprayer: *'Omoon; leave us welt oa thofinari 


jF‘It is unlucky to meet a cat, a dog, or a woman, when gdft% 
in the morning; hut unlucky abo\e all is it to meet atto: 
yritk red hair the first thing in the morning when going Gtj 
Journey, for her presence brings ill-luck and certain c\il 

It in unlucky to puss under a hempen flip**; the perefoi ttftg 
#l"does so will die a violent death, or is futed to comnfit an 6YU &dg 
din after life, so it b decreed. 

fjjM? The cutting of your hair dmuld not he thrown where J>iida cttfcj 
find them ; for they will take them to build then nests, and theM 


S f ? find them ; for they will take them to bm 
i}r you will have headaches all the Vear after 

The cause of a club-foot b this— r l he n 
in a churchvard before her child vvu> horn 


t b this—Tin* mother stood on a cro$d|j|| 
r chil'l vvu> horn—so evil came. 


To cure fever, place the patient on the sandy shore when 
W;\ tide is coming m, and the 1 treating waves will carry away 

V, disease and leave linn well , idgg 

To make the skin beautiful, wash the face in May dew upO$i|| 
j^n 1 ' May murning just at sunrise. JM 

If the palm of the hand itches you will he getting money; if|§ 
the elbow, you will be changing beds; jf the ear itches and is red# 
ivH and hot, some one is speaking dl of you ^ 

Wfr' If three drops of water are given to an infant before it ft|| 
baptized, it will answer the first three questions put to it. \J| 

To know the name of the person you are destined to many^yO 
snail on a plate of flour— cover it over and leave it all ttigoMSi 
morning the initial letter of the name vs ill be found tracsHj ffi 

MUf If dvaires to know it a sick person will recover, take iw|| 
iglfsmooth stones from the running water; fling them over the nfijfH 
Sfff'&ouldor, then lav them in n tui£ tire to remain ^touched fOT W® 
KrjHa!3* night. If the disease is to end fatally the stones in the 
ISsS*?*'. eln ’ t a ^ ear sounl ^ a ^Ul when struck together, e.-yjs^ggi 

whitethorn stick is a very unlucky companion on. i hwSS^- 
Kwilfe i.. hazel witch brings good .luck and has 





!tbnt Crow& : is very unlucky and YhduMW1 
lien is stoned, for It is believed that she ia be^tdti^ w 


le a&wrted that on Christinas morning the lists kneels dowttail 
m ■adoration of Christ, and if a person cun manage to touch 
On the back of the animal at that particular moment 
iJjpfehih of Bis heart will be granted, whatever it mu\ be, ,V '^ 

i 

Whemtakingpossession of a new house, eyery one should bring" 
|p3baome v present, hnwryer trilling, lent nothing .should he taken; 
an! a prayer should be wild m each corner of your bed- 
' m, aru^some article of \<>ur clothing he deposited them at tho ’ 
Mune time. 


TO TIM) STOLEN COOPS. 

Place two keys on a sie\e, iu the form oj a cross. Two men 
3 $jhold the sieye, while a third makes the sign of the cross on the' 
||e;jfoYebead of the suspected partv, end calls out bis name, loudly, 
Vitltefc times over. It innocent, the ke\s remain stationary ; but if 
IfMy,, the keys remise slowly round the sieye, and then there 13 
doubt as to who is the thief. < 

"$J|| 

A PR AY El l AO A INST THE PLACE K. 

“0 Star of Ileaum, heloyed of the Lord, drhe away the foul 
? constellation that has slain the people with the wound of drendfuL^^ 
Meath. 0 Star of the Sea, save us from the poison-breath that - 1 
fipom the enemy that slay a m the night. Amen." 


A PLESSINC. 
woman of the grev locks, may eight huudreifr® 


ebt too 


^^tewings twelve times o\er he on thee! Me 

desolation, 0 woman of the aged frame! And mfry inair 
on thy grave.” 



> A CUKE POR CATTLE. 

A ; ' - ■ ■ + 

'.lc»w v of the male crowfoot,,jkeked on a.,6j 











*■* * 


‘ t >»- - 'tfi 


FAIRY IKHTORS, 

^ v>t- .^ r y are generally fenmb s ()]<] women, aspeciallyj 

Considered to lime peculiar imstic and supernatural ^>ower, 
Ip^^oyeure thielly b\ clMirns und m< antfttnms, transmitted by ' 
mtrfclitioii tbiough m iny geiM.it min, und by heihs.of wlugh they 
^yfUtTeaHUrprisiiiLrkiiowlrd^- 

|p|b'^The fftLrn-s h a \ e an axemen in t ! !»■ sight of blood; und the 
^’peasants, therefore, lfli\e a -run obj.Ttmri to bemg bled, lest “ the 
li'ss peOfde would he anju. IF>idos, ibuy haw* much more 
faith iu charms and iin uniat i.aw than m any dispensary doctor 



& 


vf tixat ever'pructi 
,Cvg * 

r 


l umone 


ni \iiMs i;y (’in stars. 


ate «,f great autiuiiify m Ireland—ft 
i. hnniL'lit Irnni life r,a s f h\ the early 


?g' The chat Jin 1>\ ( r\ '■ml 
^ mode of di\ mat nm, n , doi 
'<& ^wandering tubes ,\lan\ of these '.tones ha\e been found through- 
OUt the enuntix, and me held m ere.it \eneralioii. They are 
/y generally globular, and app< ar to ha\e been oilgmally pet m royal 
"S woptres oi sacred shinies \ \. M \ ancient er\stal globe of thia 
^T^tmd, w ith muneuloijs (inatixe powei s, m jii } ( | )),. ^ueti at (’ur* 
ff whraoro, the -eat of tit# Marque of \\ aterford, and it is believed 
to Luxe been brought fimii the Hub, Land h\ one of tlie Le 
'CyPoers, who had it u, a gift fiom (hdtiev de Roiullon. The ball 
ho is of rock cnstal.a little hngei than an orange, and Is circled 
found the middle hv a sihor hand It h still constantly borroxvod 
by the people to eileet cures upon cattle suffering from murrain 
HiyOp other distempeis, 1 his is done by placing the hall in a run- 
firing stream, through wdiieh the cattle uredri\en backwards and 
gjsfpjfwarda main tinier 

5 The peasant s alhrm that t lie < harm nevr faila in success, and 
lie belief in in mnaeuloii- powers is ?<» widespread that people 
om the most distant parts of Ireland wnd to Currahmoro to 
% borrow it. P\en io this dm the faith in its magic power con¬ 
tinues unabated, and requests for the loan come from every 
A ’mrter. *The Marquis of Wuteiford leases jt in the care of liis 
ward, and it is freely lent to all comers, hut to the credit of 
people it may be noted, that the magic crystal is a 
tyght back to Currahmoro with the most scrupulous care. 
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from a fatter by the Marchioness nf Waterford, on the 







fc v/him oflu 










*1 




him, j>ut by the third night their power w«il<4 vm* 
Child would he iiuite restored. However, ou'tho toft 
.e poor little cLild lay dead. 


OMENS AND SUPERSTITIONS. 


PI»^ QURIF ^ nn( ^ P r °t^ hV ' ,H f.ao limy also be obtained 

l^frorn the flight <if bird-*, tlm notion of the winds, from snoozing, gA/ 
6hS^ arD8 ^^^ s ' atlt ^ f ’ i ^ n " * rom ,l v » i rne nf the Psalter or Goapofc*, 

peasantry altaeh great imparlance to the tirst verses of St. 

John8 (gospel, and maintain that when the cock crown iu the 
morning lie is jepeutmg these \ewes ifumi ihe 1st to the 14 th), ,\fp' 
lf ,' vo ,ln,Il ' N<lo ‘ 1 Uu ‘ hingiinir,. ,,f „„u, ia l iS and birds, wo could 
often hear then] ijuotmg the.se ku mt* verst * 

|»y" 

f|y ^ rliarni n * alr<s1 ^(‘kness is nil amulet worn round the neck, .’SHB 
endowing a pimv ,.f paper, on which i, wntten the first thretf. 

T Verges of St. John's < iospel. >£&|| 


OMI'NS Til VT Id)RHODE EVIL. 


•fwi 




Wl To Mick a penknife m (lie maM .*f a heat when suiling ia most ff§|| 

^nnlucky, '>JII 

jjSr' To meet a nmn with rcl hair, or u woman with a red petticoat ;®P* 
the first thing 111 the morning, 

To kill the rohm ml hi east 
Jfc To pasM a rhura and not give a helping hand. 

5$jf J To meet a funeral and not go hack three steps with it. 

My To have a hnie cn>ss\oiir path before sunrise, » tt ^ 

take away a lighted .+ 0 on May du\- or churning days; for 
Witre ia the most sacred of all things, and \ou take away tlm blew* Vir 
f from the house along with it. *’ 

Tlie are very ^uscepiihlg to omens. They say, ^liewetijf 1, 
childless woman who looks fi\edlv at your child/’' ’ 

iff** t,1 « Holiest of all tiling. Walk throe times rouud t flw 
Wat. John h Kre, and you will be nafe/rom dioewe for iU tiffi 



^arficulwly unlucky to meet a red-hiired man-, 
, Bsiw ia a 





. r jf<t hair, and It is from this the superstitious dread* 

3 interference of a red-haired man may have originated. A 

' 

\io# ;, Nevt*r begin work mi a I' rid ay. ^ 

v Never remove from a house or leave a situation on Saturday* ‘ 
on Saturday, or the wearer Mill di 



Never begin to make a di 
sj^u'Within the year. 

Never mend a rent in a dress whit 
reports will he spread about vmi. 


\ d and malictdc 


Some dav mire unlucky to certain families—us Tuesday to th 
Tudors ilenrv VIII, Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth all die 
upon a Tuesday. 


To throw a .slipper after a paitv going a journey m lucky. 
to breakfast bv candle-lmht on Ehristmas mormng. 


Ah 


rki 1 ; 

$&- 

•M- 

TV . m T. 

' \ 

v*:, . - 


It is fatal at a marriage 1< 
and only an enemy ^voiild do 1 
chief should lie burned. 


tie a knot in a red handkerchie 
To break the .spell the luindke 



The iii'st da\s of the year and of the week are the luckief 
Never begin a tourney on a Endii) or Saturday, nor move fro 
your lesideiue, nor change a situation. Never cut out a dress 1 
begin to make it on a Friday, nor fix a man mite, for of all da, 
the fairies have tin* most malihc power on a 1 udnv. ihey a 
present then, and hear all that m sud, theietoie hew are oKepea, 
mg ill of them, for tliev W ill Work some e\ il if ntlended. 


,Never pnv away money on the limt Mmidav of the year, or y< 
• will lose your luck m gaming money all the vear alter. 

Presents may he given on New i cai s Day, hut no money shoti 
, be paid away. 

Those who marry in autumn will die in spiing. 



The yew-tree, the ash, and the cider-tree were sacred, T 
g pillow Inn a mvsterv m it of sound 1 he harp of King Brifl 
SfcjJoru was made of willow-wood. o 

When a servant leaves her place, if her mistress gives hgl 
ece of bread let her put by some of it carefully, for as long^ 
has it good luck will follow her. , 

, * '£*m 
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TO ATTRACT RUES. 

’Oithar foxglove, rtthjik-rry Wu>, wild ninrjoruin, mint, 
#p3omife, and xalcrum; nn\ (hem with butter made an May^ 
And let tin* herbs aho be gathered mi May l)ny. Jioil them 
iV^JH tope (her with honey , then mb the yewvd into which the bees 
^m)uld gather, both 11i>id'• and out, witli the mixture , place it in 
? r d,fle iniddh 1 of a tree and the lire* will Siam come, lhixglcne op 
' fingers i* cawed “ 1 lie gieat herb” fjom its wondrous pro- 

;v pertieN 



I 


SUPERSTITIONS OF THE ISLANDS, 

CONCEILMNO Till: DEAD. 

It in ill luikwI iiti (filing with u fuiu*ntl in mt*n( a rmtn onn\vhit6 
horse. No matter how high (he rank of 1 hi- rider may be, the 
people must sri/e tln i rein.'' and torn 1 him to turn back and join 
the procefwon at least for a lew \nok 

Ihe three most poweiful divm.iliniH arc bv lire, by water, and 
1 1 1 gieut powers -tho power that 

■r that fulls,which is water; and 
earth, and has the mystery of the 


l C' by clay, These are the thn 
V*!|WendH, winch is lire , the pow 
power that lies level on the 
Vt deao, which is dux. 


n while raining a corpse to the 
1 in the collin, for it is a slight and 


$?: If a sh( »rl cut should he tab 
'S&tfrave the dead will be disturb 
insult to the corpse, 

m 1 ' 

^ hen a death was expected it was iwial to lm\e a good deal 
-^pofbread ieady baked in the house in oidt.r that the evil spirita 
Slight be employed eating it, and so let the soul of the (lying 
p^^d 111 candles stuck m clay should also ba 

tw’o funerals meet at the name churchyard, the last corpae 
uat enters will have to supply the dead with water till the nei£N 
j£ccntpae arri \ es. 



^Jfevep take a child in your urniN after king at a wuktv where |g 
yvaa laid out unless you first dip your hands in holy WifcWlN * 









H)S OF THE SAINTS.- 


ST. PATRICK. 


y Many smut - in old time umM to eome and take up their abode in 
^;'thu wild desolate WeOcrn I>!an<is tor tin 1 rest und sanctity of t 
jK/tolitude, und innumerable e\ idenrel of J lu ir presenni still rtitnrtiu 
^in the ancient nuns of the ullud'&dt'' nr cbuichen built in tilt* 1 ! 

rudest form, but al\\u\s placed m pict urchin* locality beside A 
'7 well, whnh t*\er v «iii(c has been lund wicred, and no woman U 
r ^allowed to wash hei feet in the water. 

In otic ot these island- is a stone hod called u The lied of th$ ., 
LtlolY (ihostf’/iml many people go from I he mainland to lie anight 
V» f in this lied, though the sea m alwms rough and dangcrouJJ> r ' 
Relieving that it heals nil diseases, and it bungs good luck to all^; 
yaod to women the blessing of children. *v* 

^ Jf the lurk sings on St. budget’s 1 >n\ it is u good omen, and 
vfiign of tine weather. And wboe\er hears it the first thing in Uit^g 
joining will liuu* gmsl luck in ull he does for that whole duyv,^ 
yjt, Bridget w r as granted bv the Lord to liave every second Sunday 
90 that she might preach to the conceits that came to her, 

Then St, Patrick gieutK de-ired that Ins day should also be flnfcM 
i?pO that the people might gather together m remembrance of liinp^ 
£|jid this also was granted. So from that time forth the Sainti* \\ 
®piy, the 17 th of Man h, is always tine, for so it win? decreed frOEtt'^ 
itJie ancient times when lie wn<» upon earth. 

On St. Patricks Pay it is tiie usage in the islands to affix larged 
made of straw and dowers on the (Wr-posts, and ft blackj3 
Cbock Is Hacritieed m honour of the saint, though no one can tcit 
jvjhy it ia eonddend necessary that bkaM should be spilt, exc^ 
the idea of aocritice is found in all religions and ritual# ,ff 
At first the object most loved or most prized wtf 
^flceiP-a child, or ft costly jewel. Then tlio himi&n sacri^* 
j (jO be replaced by the offering of an animal, win? wfw 
i fit expiatiou. And the god wmatiefied bo tbft| 

1 ^ purify fro# aim ' ' ' iW * 





m 


jj&XSisWot lEKLANb,/^^ 






11 

msm?'^ 

^jSwUt w f Crnnff even in the enlightened households of this advATt^ 
gpj^Stfeteeiith century. An o\ is still slaughtered at Chrij3tiwfl|p 
plough Baal is forgotten; and a lamb is sacrificed at Easter^ ufe 
too Bryids offered the li ratlings of the flock to the Sun-god ; wlm$?| 
fc'goose is slam on St. Michael’s Bay as a burnt-offering to t&n 
p^WisainL $ 

|t§/ *■ i 

pt'.t- Tin: WELL OE TILE 1B.U)K. 

iwr , . 

^.yr’* When St. Patrick was one time amongst the Pagan Trish they ;> 
gTew Aery fierie and seemed eager to kill him. Then his liio-j 
being in giviit danger, he kneeled down hrfoie them and prayed^ 
to Bod for help and for the rmneiMon of their soiiK And tho ‘ 
fervour of the prayer was so great that as tin* saint rose up the 
*■, ;r, mark of Ins knee* was left deep m the stone,ami when the people ; 

\ ^ Saw the miracle they believed. ^ 

■^V’ * Now -when lie came to the next 


.vy>v 


A 


performed some winder for them 
, pray to bis Bod. So St. Patrick 
% ground and bade them stand ouNide 
'l lo ! the water ruffled up from the 
i A Bright as crystal filled the curie, 
y, were baptized. 

The w r ell can be soon to this day, and N called Tubfir-tia~Lauer 9 i 
* yTlie Well of the Book), because St. l’utiick placed his own y 

Vk- prayer-book' in the centre of the circle before the water rose. ( 0 


village tin* people said if he 
ey also would believe and . 
drew' a great circle on the 
it. <ind then he prayed, and ’ 
earth, and a well pure and . 
And tlie people believed and 1 


&*,S” 

f.^yv 


ST, PATRICK AN1) THE SERPENT. 


There is a lake in one of tin* Bailee mountains where there is 
great serpent chained lo a rock, and lie may he heard constantly^ 
- .crying out, “ 0 Patnck, is the Luan, or Monday, long from us k 
t jaitFor when Sr. Patrick east this serpent into the lake he bade him f t 
ybe chained to the rock till La-an-Luan (The Day of Judgment);^ 
^NjrBut the serpent mistook the word, and thought the saint raeanti# 
T n. Moiahiv. 


M 


gDcy XtWtt, Mommy. 

Bo he still expects to be freed from one Monday to another, 
|p|;th,e clanking of his chains on that day is awful to heai as he striye^| 
@jJto break them and get free. 

In another lake there is a huge-winged creature, it is B&Sj 
|||Wbich escaped the power of St. Patrick, and when he gambol^Iffl 
foJ^Fwater such storms arise that no boat can withstand tkefcut&rft 











I’ ST ’ PATRICK AND Till’ I’lUNCfvSSRS. 


Si! Ki,i « •< ««,„«! Eti,„«: 

lald.jSt. l’airick and |, M iui<i ih«-y 

^ ,* for they were I ,, “ !l "hi* 

Awere of the run of tin” i , ,' ' " 1 they 

.he,,,. Visuw'r n r:-f'^ A '-l 

•|v.«>d (ho umali’DN usljcil In,,, ,, ^ tl,,, truth to thorn, 

H>je Ilo hamlni),,,,.- \,,, j|^ ' '["* '<’ ‘ W l>„ in your (Jndf 

fC'f 8lI .° ric| ‘ Mo,,,, „ r ■:'x n 7 1 'r n l 0 / 

Jp llv 0 -for e\*r ! ' M ^ ° ° r lit) 

airing ml »H till‘d points tlio 
‘ «n<i b»*nmio /oidou# 


jTf*' . 1 '"IUU IIJIMII^ ,s 

fe-Waid^is, Kilmn and IVdalma 
^orkewforthoniiHiimnti, 

ffev- 
m 


Tin; roisn\ rep. 

it wiwapiinsr tlinrnnliinn.vs f ,r • 1 duid, u t-rnwroth, 

p«bief Druid lunindf lud Kmdlrd i|„. J"l\ ht i mt,I . <he 

^sought to St. I’al,irk ;i„,| ln 1 '■'•foro tthey 

te lum by ono uf tho Drm,J h , 1 " f Iioimui wiv, ptvon 

tWupon ho 1 . ' ,I,U W^ Wl « '-v-ali.d (o him, 

^Vhoevor pi'onoumvili tl,TP.' ’n ,,,1Unr ' 

fair, n,’ an,lronto,1„ th,. 1 ,,,,, „f 


^ < r u 

fa#? throe ohii-es „f „„ r ,: , , ‘ 'Im time 

Jin —the clirotiieh-r, to | rpouk m public in 

(time; flt„) the Hi,.|„„,.i„ iii hr’im.n l ' ulo e w “d 

DIVINATION. 

£££» (i T in I relend the poet* were ntono«(I, 
^ prophecy end by cerJh rnZ7o!$m 




}r possessed'^ 



,. ft and^ill bis corracLs were lost and ^ftgimed ip^(3il§^| 
y,ftet a mdtt was left to tell the tale of now or whefe&||j 
pf perished. Thus it a\us that the skull of a small aihmajT^f 
covered on the beach, it was brought to the blind # poet, 
^..ug Ins staft on it obtained tin* inner umoji by whicn he 
gg|jj$ble$ the fate of Urn can and his iiftv uuraeles. ^ 



vi 


JIAltmU PULYfLPGLS. 


|||^S T ofr St. Patrick left the poets all their rights of divination by 
and all their ancient nglils over simy-telling with the 
ipisic of tlie harp, three hundred and titty stories being allowed 
tthe chief poet. He also secured just judgment for their pro¬ 
visional rights . so that if land was mentioned in their songs its 
Opting been walled and tiem lud by them, that was considered to 
Vsuffioient legal evidence of title to the muI. 
frBut what limy received of Sr. Pat nek was Hotter, he affirmed/ 
i all the evil rites to dev its which they had abandoned ; ulong 1 , 
t the profane practice of mafic by the two palms, called lmba$ 
Otna; by which lucid vision and the spirit of prophecy was 
opposed to come on them after invocations to idols and demons 
of which evil practices St. Patrick abolished, but left to thoyA 
^ts the skilled hand in music and the fluent tongue in recitft% 
$fbft; for which none can equal the Jbirds of Ireland throughout' 
Ltlie world. 


> ogham writing on the poef\ staff is mentioned in very old *|l| 
scripts as in use in the Pagan period, before St. Patrick’s/\V$ 
gPipa, though no specimen of oghuip writing has yet been found of 

date Ilian the f’hristiun eiu. . ^ 

BcSt* Patrick introduced Latin and the Latin letters, which super- 
|wt|d ogham. And after his time Latin was taught very gener- ffy 
tWlrish schools. 

Patrick also conlirmed as right and proper for observance, ;||v 
^Lfttever was just in the Prehon laws, so as it was not at variance 
SIP the law of Christ, for the people had been guided by the/i 
sjfoilOn laws from all antiquity, and it was not easy to overtlnow, 
gB&fc Besides, many or moat of them were framed with strict’,,' 
to justice and morality. 

3^KWn St, Patrick was dying, an angel of the Lord was sent tgj 
announced to tbo great and holy samt that God ha 
to his prayers—namely, that his jurisdh^$3 
ich was ordained to be for ^,ver at Armagh 
Aivastle tff. Inland*should b* 

rrmurtAi He* ii into 




m . t . y to the other apostles, u Ye shall sit upon twelvtte 
fudging the tribes of Israel.” 



ST. CIARON. 

This eminent saint died at the early age of* thirty-three ; and !i] 

' is said that his death w as caused by the prayers of thoQthei 
saints of Ireland, w lio were jealous of his power and fame fd 
sanctity. St. Liaron knowing that death was coming upon hittfep 
composed a \er>e which has been prefer;ed as an appeal againl^ll 
the cruel fate that ended his lit* 1 while he was vet mills pritn0g|| 
And the patho> of the quatrain is very tender and natural— :'f$ 

“ I ask 13 it right, () King .if Stars, . .Si 

To reap a cornfield before it i> ripe J 
It is eating fruit Mori* the time, 

It is plucking the fitissoin from a hazel when it is white.’’ 


ST. MARTIN. 

St. Martin was a bad man before bis conversion, and, above 
was exceedingly close-listed, as they say, to the poor; givvu$ 
nothing and grasping all. So be was very rich but hated *1$ 
everyone. * 

J One day, when going out, he charged the servant to have a 
batch of banes ready made and baked bv the time he returnwfijjj 
c A\ liile she was kneading the dough in came a poor man 
- t^ e d for some as he was hungry ; hut she t dd him she dare 
K give away anything or tin* master would heat her. Still the pop|fc 
r IIlan begged the harder, and at last she gate him dough enoughy' 
*’* f° r a couple of loaves. However, wlien the girl's back ‘Wm 
turned, lie threw the dough into the oven and went his way vv;tm| 
r Out a word. SS8 

pig ^ 0 _ w w'hen tlie dough w r as ready, the girl opened the ovetiT 
A P lI t in the loaves, hut, behold, it was already quite full's? 
fi^paked bread, and would hold no more So when Martin 
: 3tome she told him all tlie truth; and his heart smote, ^ 
he cried out, u An Angel of the Lord has been ', 
has sent His messenger to rebuke me of my •inkfg'l 
’ran out to search for the man along the rodT* 





i before him 




Oil the ground, and cried out,'" Oh, my LbSf 
we of my am; pray «o Oud for me, for I know you ar& 
o 3 i -i , , r ° m tlia , t ‘"""lent -'lariin's Learf was changed'? 

ifd ;ie i r 1 ;;' an,i h *' l r ,ne a nw Wif aQd ™ S ; - 

a , u ' ,lm| »»'i im.™ of f i, u p0(jr 
?r ?vevarttiole*s,St. J>r i«1l!\ v;i> ..rt.„ .m v! at 


ho did Ji.it 1 <* iior ^ 


ESldopat 


a\ Ith Sr. Martin, because 
'!• ^llli Miilioiojit h(),spitu]ity und 

< ] r la l ,s M ’ m, ‘ til.* old of naturo Mill 

Vk iul man ti VhUS l,1(,iln, ; !1, ;v 1 h,,r '"Mutum our lum« 

feuiSS ;!:h t ^ ; r ™ 

|kmse fades away into tlm him IIm!™! mor. 1V ‘ U ' h “ “ lU 

^resiihia:; A,,i h 

^OTies hi in ihe immeaiidm honour of Si. .Martin. 

^■lu the Anaii I.^li^ Si. ,31aitinS hav is/,i. ,, i , ,, , 

hiolemuifv, and it was h,dd ..,,i' 1,1 "* 1 l iarl n ular 

$jn nf ,,i A,,‘| 1 I , 1 ,u \, ft,nil uncieiil Hines, to spill 

.Wood on the H round in honour of |]„. samt. F ,, r P 

fek whs .sacrificed ; but if could he proem ed people have 
nh«eu known to cut tln-ir linger m mder m diaw blood a ,f<i ],., ; t 
Jill upon the earlh. I’he , u,iom arose m this wa\ -Si Martin 

mr s g r n a r y s lnj p u *• <>>•■ Wtt .„ f ;" 

and one day he entered „ wnlow's house and for 

fe 'S I Pat ' J ,S; 1 ""' wa ' P"" 1 '- and bin nip no" food in - 
itiS 01 !,' ’ tl "‘ -'aenlieed her young child, boiled n, „nd set it 

SS®', 1 ; tlus nilI ' ai ' lt ' '"'J fiom gratitude to the satut a saerilico 
gdme ln-ing-thme is made y.-nrlj i„ his Ik,H our. The blood is 

^red or sprinkled on the proninl. and along the door-posts and 

fcmbttSr lh " H, ^ W > and llt ^ *« -n- of. d 

^rjrinklp +},« V] j 1 /. 1J u ' jidcIv L(,c ^ ( >r u wlutedjen.'J 
i • u " ud acc " riJ intf to ancient usage. Afterward^ 
■"•ole family dine upon the sacrificial aictim ^ 

lies* to the armofMa h° m ^ ^ master of tha hou *$ 

94s U Tery sacred .fllgu,,tyhich to 









^do to'yonf comrade^ n h'h w'<bh&Ad^Sip 
ifjp'ttfitft water that he may he made clean hf hisleprpsy/] 
vVeiled woman/ 1 he answered, 4 * why should I, that am.^ 
tew in body and limh, touch this lilthf leper of the bluett 
tin ? Ask me not to do this tiling.” • V 

Bridget look water and washed the leper herself. Tin-* 
My the other who had been healed, cried out, •'A tire is, 
under im skin ; ” and the disease came a earn on him worse 
dver. Thus w;o lie punished for his pride. 

Sfc?3Mj lark in sacreif to Si, Bridget heeause its song w r oke her 
j®Ver®aorniu^ to prayer, wlieu she had service for the women- 
SS&iitf were her convert j. 

I lfyThe influence of St, Bridget remains a permanent power in 
Ireland e^n to this day, and she is much feared by the enemy of 
folds and the ill-doer. When Earl Strong-bow was dying, life 
^affirmed that he saw St. Bridget approaching his bed, and she 
tfcuck him on the foot, and the wound she gave him mortified, 
t£0‘d of this he died. This happened six hundred years after U 
^Bridget’s death. , 

g^St. Bridget, throughout her hmg life, held the highest position \t 
^4 dignity m the Irish Church. She erected a temple in Kildare, V 
pained bishops, and was head and chief of all the sacred \irgins. J 
jC.Sbe also lield equal rank with the archbishop; if he had an 
piscopal chair (cathedra ppi/tcnpalis), so St. Bridget had a virginal 
air (fatthedra pwllarifi), and -was pre-eminent above all the 


grasses of Ireland, or 


>f the Scots, for sanctitv and nower. 


tit 

Ji 


ST. KIERAN. 

dt.'Kjkban, also, did good service five hundred years after his 
|j§£fch; for when a great chief and his band plundered Cion- 
Ifroenoise and carried off the jewels from the shrine, the spirit of 
’SKKieran w r as seen in the doorway, crosier m hand, striking at 
plunderers; and when they fled to their boat, St. Kieran raised 
“"W strong wind that drove bark the boat, and finally the chief 
£r was taken and put to death, having first confessed hit 
and testified as to Si. Kierans wrath against him. 


ST. KEVIN. 


A 



St, Kevin that after he had been "seven v . 
mof Jtife cajnp pvorftb* afidaMi 





$0 




III® 

^fcear the voice of man'one* more. Tlien Satan esa^ . 

£$§ form of an angel, bright and beautiful, and pemtfde®ii|| 
Pthat he should quit the valley and travel abroad and 
' world, while vet his youth was left to him. And St. KevIxl'.I^S® 
’"tieftr Vieldmg to the words of the tempter, when fortunatsl^^^S 
Jlunna came by that way, and lie at uiice saw through the^trjpil 
and allowed to St. Kevin that tin* advice was from the devtf^rajg 
pot front Clod. And St Kev m promised St. Minimi that lie wb&jfiS 
never Kuve the vullev till his death. However, toul, not vvillnjjM 
'that the saint should out hm heart away m idleness, bade himbiti$j§ 
a monastery <>n the ean of the lake, the place where thdftesu$| 
reet'on was to he ; and lie >ent Ins angel to show him the oxaCLi 
spot. 

But St. Kevin, when lie saw the place so wild and rude, couJdL 
ftot help telling the fi mildly angel that it was very rugged an<|§ 
dillicult to huild on; and the stones were heavy and hard to 
moved. Then tin* angel,to prevent am dillicultv in the buildift® 
rendered the stones light and mmv to move, and so the work 
building’ went on t-> the glorv of Clod; and St. Kevin rejoiced 
the task <et before him. r >|| 

And the monk who tells the story adds, that from that day r i|| 
all the place which tlm angel appointed tor the building, there isj| 
now no stone that cannot he lightly moved and easily worked allkjj 
through the vullev of (Ilendahmgh. f '.J 


CHRISTIAN LEGENDS. 


Tiie Round Tower of Clonmacnoise was never finished, for* 
monks objected to tin* price demanded by the chief mason; andty. x 
day that he was at the top of the tower', they said he should nqflifojj 
come down till he lowered the price; and they removed 
scaffolding. t J;/ ^ 

Then he said, “ It is easier to pull down than to build 
tower,” and lie began to cast down stone by stone, so that hecotd 
descend in safety. _ j, 

it - On this the monks grew alarmed, ami prayed him to desisfcaji 
price should be paid ; so he came down at their request, 
would never again lay hand to the work,so the tower remiUGtq^ 
^•yvflnished t o t his day. . .fJSi 

J|||gy ; The first bells ever used in all Ireland were hung at Clou 
but the people of Athlone, being jealous, came at nig 1 
raifcSeal the bells, and succeeded in carrying them away in a\ 
g^5^yfever, before they got out of sight of the church, they| 
down, and the bells were never recovered,'thqi^h 
from Athlone to Shannon 3 ~ *** 




ctmrciiee of Olonmacnome i»‘t6 Ife'seeti tt& 
^^PP|^J J KieraQ ; beautifully carved of a stone not' common t v Qf59P 
Esjw^^try, called the Grecian stone, and if a woman can clasp^|jj 
round with her arms she will never die in childbirth ***';*&& 
S^,t^pattern held there one time, a soldier from Athlond shot'' jpj 
gjifthqijhand of a figure of St. Kieran, which was over the grand yv* 
but returning home lie fell from the boat, and was, ■ 
^^tovn^d in the very spot where the hells went down a hundred; - o 
feftrs before. • AT 


^ 1 ■ V 

5L Atf Saints’ Island, in the Shannon,the ruins of a monastery, A 
Much “was destroyed by King John, may still be seen. ^ When the ** 
Monks,broken-hearted and beggared, were leaving their beautiful •} 
pome, one*of them kneeled down and prayed to God for forgive- 1 :v 
of his enemies. Immediately a well of pure water sprang up r 
®here the monk had knelt; and the water even' to tins day is,' 
¥^md by jdie people to ha\e the power to cure all diseases, if the 
^QjToi 3 the patient, as he drink,- of the well, is free from all * JP 
^iialice and the desire of revenge upon those whb may have injure^ 



|y, . ^WEARING STONES AND RELICS. j 

||A. THE CliE.UAVE. 

' *' ' _ _ _ 
|&£ f tl)e old churchyard of the monastery at Saints’ Island, there is % 

pf^incient black marble flagstone; and the monks gave iGpowerA^ 
Mevealer of Truth, and it is called the Cmnave, or Swearing 


©2 Mevealer of Truth, and it is called the Crtmave, or Swearing 

one suspected of sin or crime is brought here from the V 1 
hlrv round, and if the accused swears falsely, the stone has the 

mark upon him ami his race for seven generations, fj 
tLif no mark appears then he is known to he innocent ; and os g 
as the world lasts, the stone is to have this power, for eo the 
decreed; and with many holy and mystic ceremonies '! A 
gave it consecration, as the u Kevealer of Truth.” And 
fflPflgmthe English burned the monastery and defaced the altarjp 
®||®tfried off the holy voxels, yet they W no power over thd^ 
or Swearing Stone, which remains to this day. . > 

years ago, so runs the tale, a murder was committed it^' 
h-bhUThood, and a certain man being suspected as the muJj 
h was forced to go to the “ clearingjdone for the peop^ 

If hs : is innocent, The Cremave fi\\ dear him; and 









r r* 

INN IS-MURR Y. 

ifr-Murry, Sligo, there is a large table-stone supported 
pendicufar stones as a pedestal. And on tk$ table ar&r®li 
nree stones, from live to twenty inches in circumference, 
gcTlffive been lying there from the most ancient tijnes ; for td, v yp|j 
aftyelhem would be at the peril of ones life. ' 

seventy-th^ee stones all the unathematic spirit of th^,‘.-^3 
tMa*concentrated. If the slanders suffer any injury, real 
plK}$e|, they come and turn these stones, uttering a malediction Jj|§j8 
wotheir enemy, and should he he guilty he will assuredly die^ 
differ some calamity before the year is out. 

Scripture reader, having boldly taken away one of thee# 1 ’*?® 
}fies to show the folly of the superstition, was obliged to restorer; 
and to quit the island, or his life would not have been safe, J ;* 
Inhere is another stone on the island where alone can tires bay 
jjijted, should all 1 lie domestic tires become extinct, and th^j 
pfrk*must be struck from the stone itself. • o>.® 

lunis-^Jurry is a desolate spot, rarely visited; the approach 
^dangerous on account of the sunken rocks. The crops arSbhtSjJj 
iflty, and the soil is poor and light, growing only a short 
i*b$ge of a spiral and sharp kind. Neither scythe nor sickle could 
'^fed in the entire island. Meal is unknown, and dairy produce 
jjjbely to be had, as the grass can only support a few sheep ; bufc^j 1 * 
glanders have tisli in abundance, crabs, lobsters, and mackerel*,® 

|na%. " 

m : traveller, who visited the island about fifty years ago, de-/^5 
the manners and mode of living as most primitive ; hut the|raj 
1IS& have the reputation of being exceedingly virtuous, nndy;® 
households are happy and well conducted. AMhat time a/y : 
t$F'3tone image was venerate! by the people, called 44 Father 

hut supposed to he an ancient pagan idol, probably ’^ 
p^jh; The priest, however, has since had it destroyed. .vAUd 
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B PPp/ • THE POET’S SPELL. t 

®"||ftefcY ancient story, as old as the tenth century, is narrated, an$~ 
believed by tlie people, tlmt once on a time whernthe^ 
pe|te were- at work, a tine handsome young 1 married woman, $hp \ 
li the field with them, suddenly fell down dead, This caused^ 
|«j£re$t fear and consternation, especially as it was asserted that " 
before the fatal e\ent, a fairy bla-t had passed over the field, ' 
|SftrtT&g a cloud of dust and stones with it; and there could be nd 
SJtouutfbut that the fairies had rushed by in the cloud, and struck,, 
sjejpie woman; dead as they passed. '■* 

S&^Then hfer people-sent fur the great wne poet of the tribe, who ] 
Kwas reputed to have tin* power by bis song to break the strongest ; 
gawy, spells: and lie chunted low music o\er her, and uttered/ 
incantations, the words of which no man heard ; but after i 
MWhile the woman unclosed her eyes and ruse up, restored to life/^ 
Kp^TVlren they questioned her, she 0>ld them afl she knew. < T 

s|V a In sickness I was,” she said, “ and I appeared to be dead, for, v 
S.could neither speak nor move, till the song of the poet gave mbt 
Slower, Then the lift* rose up m me agum, and the strength, and " 
St was healed.” < 




W. CHARM FOR THE FAIRY STROKE. 

is a very ancient and potent charm which may be tried/ 
ipth great effect m case of a suspected fairy-stroke. ^ Y 

Bjfe/Place three rows of salt on a table in three lines, tbrpe eqvmj ft 
jg&HSUres to each row. The person performing the spell then/ 
^encloses fhe rows of salt with Ins arm, leaning his head down* 
Poyej* them, while he repeats the Lord’s Prajer three times ov#?/ 
—that is, nine times in all. Then he takes #ie hand off 
SllpV one who has been fairy-struck, and says over it, “ By th£: 

S jower of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, let-; 

disease depart, and the sj^ell of the evil spirits be broken I I| 
iMittre, I command you to leave this man [naming him]. Ir^the/j 
of Rod I pray ; in the name of Christ I adjure ; in the 
Sfljte.Spirit of God I command and compel-you to. go back a™" 
ifeS/tlsis man free ! Amen PAmen 1 Amen 1 v 



















THE HOLY WELLS. 


S^There is no superstition stronger in Ireland than a belief in tlii$V 
n Iterative power of the #aered wells that are scattered over tli^! 
^ ■country; fountains of health and healing which some sftint lia^E; 

blessed, or by which some saint had dwelt in the far-old anriefrjjj 
^tomes. But. well-worship is even older than Christianity. It 

^ftfjart of the early ritual of humanity, brought from the Eaa£et® 


Itttids by the first Aryan tribes who migrated westward, 


"A-along from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic shores. 

^ The Delphic oracle in its origin was nothing more than a bM 
v *well, shadowed by trees, on which were hung the votive offerings J 
* "of the praying peasants, long before tin ’ 11 1 ^ 


■re tlie rival kings brought to th£{ 
'A apered spot their votive tributes of siher and gold, and crowns 
A precious stones. 

jPfv, In Ireland the beautiful, picturesque, and tree-shadowed weli^ 
the country were held sacred by the Druid priests, as is evident?' 
ss from the many remarkable Druidicul remains thut have beenfoUt$|| 
their vicinity—ruins of temples and pillar-stones, and stou^S 
strange carvings. Much also otAthe ancient DrU.idJc 
[^ceremonial has been preserved by the people, such as the symbol^ 
;|fJjasRcea f the traditions of sun-worship, and other pagan rites, whb 
^Vero incorporated into the Christian ritual of well-worship by tj 
pearly converts, and are still retained, though, through the laps*$ 
kiMfes, they have entirely lost their original significance, aud af 
only practised as ancient customs, for which the Irish bs| 
rott reverence, as having come down to them from their foil 
|ftthers. The ceremonial is the same at all these places of deti£ 
J [llgTim£ge. The pilgrims go round the well a certain numberl 
f§pfeSg£ither three or nine, creeping on their hands and kneea,J| 
Sp^b^from east to west, following tlie apparent motion e£\$L 
reciting paters and aves all the time. At the clo(^8 
round they build up a small pile of stones ; for at thobjj 
laurels will reckon these stones, and he who has pftkj 
will have the highest place in heayen/Mci^j, 
account for Jfis own votaries. The patient 


'm?. 


suffered from will fee gradually, tfembyedL'and 
m for evermore. 

ome wells there Is often a rude stone monument of tfc 

8, and tlio eyes of the pilgrim must be kept $teadflj^d^ 
|m it while reciting 'the prayers. ' 

enever a white-thorn or an ash-tree shadows the place, 
held to be peculiarly sacred; and^n leaving, having drStvS 
Jhmlfof the water, the patient ties a votive offering to the branch $3 wg 
d^jenprally a colouied handkerchief or a bright red strip cut fron&j|| 
^garment • and these offerings are never removed. They rema$#*Jj: 
^^fears fluttering in the wind and the rain, just as travellers, 
i^kve described the votive offerings on the sacred trees thaty-,^ 
^Jiadow,the holv wells of IVrsia. They are signs and tokens of 
gratitude to the patron saint, and are meant to show the devil that ^ 
hd has no longer power to harm the praying pilgrim, or tormented 
with pains and aches as heretofore. It is not supg^sed thaW^ 
tfte water of the well has any natural medicinal properties. Tliq r 4- 
Skrative efficacy is wholly <lue to the observance of the ritual in.*y| 
honour of the saint, who.se spirit and influence is still over thfiiUjj 
fail, by winch lie lived, and of which he drank while living ortny 
the earth. 

f ■" THE WHITE STONES. • 

?'At many of^the wells quantities of beautiful white stqnes bjitim 
#dond that glitter in the sun, and these are highly esteemed 0$$^ 
pe pilgrims to build up their prayer monuments. 
fj .One day some women were eagerly collecting these atones, 
feleh'round of praying, in order to build up a monument; wh&fg| 
Kiddediy a strain of soft 4 , exquisite music seemed to rise up frofl* : ;| 
S^%ater and float by thorn. [n their joy and wonder the womejffe 
flapped their hands and laughed aloud, when instantly the musiCM 
feased and the pile of stones fell down. By which sign "thp^i 
ffiflew that they should not have laughed while the angels we$$f£ 
pitting; and they fell on their knees and prayed. 


holy well once lost all its power because a murder had bee 
‘ tutted near it; and another because it was cursed by s,pjrj r 
Sequence of the immorality that prevailed at- the patter 


THE SACRED TROUT. 



oHbe jsabM^welTpu^l never. 




tW%n& . 

• there any longer, it lost all l&Tsancfity, 

Jra^r lield sacred liy the people, who began to till 
IgpWy the water away home for cooking and house h oil* 33 ® 
wli also they all washed their clothe#down at the well 

sanctity had ever been in the water. * ^ 

However, one day axeman having put down a pot of 
Ul, found that no amount of fire would heat it. Still it rema&ll 
^e-cold, as if just drawn from the well. So rhe looked careffiffi 
the P ot > and there beheld the Sacred Speckled Trout saiMj 
jg||oimd and round quite contented and happy. On seeing thisSgM 
mmevf that the curse Was lifted from the well, and she ranTi 
told the priest. His reverence having seen the Sacred Trout witS 
hi8 own eyes, ordered it to he curried hack to the well, the wfttl 
7 whicli ftt once regained all its sacred powers by the blessing 
t and he Rave the people leave thenceforth to holdThS 
fhere, so as they b+dia'ved themselves like decent, GOuf 
^ng Christians for the future. But the water was not allow] 
be carried away fmy more to their houses for household pnti 
^^poses; the desecration of the holy water of a sacred well beitflg 
Mfttnctly forbidden as dangerous and unlucky. : .i 


K ST. AUGUSTINE’S WELL . 

|||^ T a holy well in the south, dedicaled to St. Augustine, the fria 
to build a convent. And during all the hours of work,bet 
heard ringing sweetly and voices. singing; but oi\p d; 
Woman came and washed her feet in tlie water of the welk$ 
ffl ^g iereupoD all the hells ceased and the singing stopped, ana/1] 
^“OTork could not go on. So the friars chose another site, and t& 
a circle round it, within which no woman was to set. h; 
Sot; and after this the bells began to ring again and the voi$ 
tog, and the work went on safely till the convent was comply 
ttthe name of God and St. Augustine; but no woman during ,a 
W'time ever set foot on the holy ground. t 


JHE GRILLED TROUT. 

r $ is i b well galled Tober-na-alt, beautifully 
S^J4^antjhefi,of which krethigkly httng^rith^ 












be cast into the Poul-tnnr. 


mbfotoA 


P; ST. JOHN’S WELL. vj||| 

||||4t St. John’s well, County Cork, there is a large stone, belieVim 
be the real true head of John the Baptist,^rown hard andsplMl 
|||yfroni time and the action of the elements. And the stone 
|g&ceKainly a rude resemblance to a human head. * - J \\\ 

Suspected persons are brought to swear on it for a clearing, fr$#|j 
for it is held in high reverence. Compacts are also 
there, which are held inviolate, for no one who swears with 
|;v' band on the stone, would ever dream of breaking the oath, 5puf 
|;A each person present as witness scratches a cross'on the eurftf$l 
fey with a sharp piece of slate. 

■Xv 4" number of pagan remains are in the vicinity, but thejr ml 
held in reverence as places of Christian sanctity. A && 

AC ‘ ’ Some time ago an. ancient stone image was dug up from wm 
s ^artli, which antiquarians pronounced to be a pagan idol,prohabi^ 
k >, ' * the Irish feiva. 11 us was .it first consecrated as Saint GQbnafn|p 
bV afterwards the pro -i destroyed tin.* image with his Owf«| 
bands. • * " : -yM 

'p.P 411 the paths round th»• well are marked deep by thejines 
;praying pilgrims who g<. round it on their knees. And there a$i 
fey piles of the little .stones that mark the prayers of the penitei®| 
fp viill ready for the angels to count. Most ol the stones are of 
quartz, white and glistening, and these are highly esteemed. , 


THE WELL OF FIONN MA-COUL, . 

AVThk ancient churches and colls of tl.o saints were gene’rfflS||| 
||r<iplaced in the vicinity of a well, which then became sancf ified' affi relj 
ggfo&dowed with miraculous healing power. Or the well may ha^H 
ffcfen held sacred by the Druids, and the scene of their 
it$S; therefore selected by the saint specially as his dwenjl 
so that he might bring it under the fosterage 'antt* 
“mlnence of Christianity. 

gjShfc grave of the great Fionn was laid by a celebrated^ 
gjUjpunty Cork, and is certain that a massive humaiij 
und there not long agol far exceeding in e 
of men.', This jawbone 



^^O8^er|out vnai ret;u^fie3^^^^ 
mm ^*ievoua wrong to tne renowned Irish chief, fth* tW§fg 
|Pi|e mighty Fionn will want it badly at the last day, when; r |^ 
i^^hering up his bones to appear before the Lord. ^ 


\ ST. SEENAN'S WELL. , t * 

[KRK\is a place on the shore of Seattery Island, where, accord- * 
f fa tjie most ancient tradition, a sacred well once existed, with + b 
racntous curati\e powers, lint no one could ever discover the 
ice, for at high water the sea covered every point up to the 
£8 oftke land, and the shifting sand made all efforts to tipd the 
;ality of the yell vam and fruitless. w. 

But one day a young man who was lame in both legs from the 
beta of a fall, and much disabled in consequence, was going’ r 
mg the shore with some coiii}»anii»ns, when he suddenly sank up 
his waist in the -and. With much diflioufty, and after a long , 
bile, his conn tides mummed to haul him up, when to their V 
uazement they found tliat hi> leg.s were now quite straight, and :y 
i stood lip before them four inches fuller than before he sank 
wn into the sand. ‘ # 

So at once thev knew that the '-a end well must have worked 
e cure, and they dug ami dug and < Fared away the sand, till atgj 1 ■ 
it they came on some ancient step*,, and down below lay the 
jll, clear and fresh, and untouched by the salt of the sea, they *? 
>lv> well of St. Seeiian, that their fathers and forefathers had' ' lf 
[iply looked for. 

Jftow there was great rejoi< ing m the country when the news , 
read ; and all the people from far and near who had pains and 
Inients rushed otf to tlie well and drank of the waters and ^ 
Ured libations of it o\er their persons, wherever the pain or • 
e disease lav, and in a -hurt firne wonderful cures were effected, 
i next day still greater crowds airived to try their good luck, 
when they came to the plac<\ not a-veMige of the well could , „ 
found. The sand and the sea had covered all, and from that 
,y to this the holy well of fft. ffeenan lias never been seen by ’ 
3Xt£d eves. T? 


, KIL-NA-GREINA. 

’il-na-Greina (the well of the fountain of the sun) tv ft 
' only about eighty years ago, by a strange chance f&\ 











was'kilted .'' Xftii this 
on the place. The well lost all its miraculous 
effected; the maimed, the halt, and the blind praywt ^m | 
SScfl it, and went the rounds, and piled the stones as usyid, &ull|g8 
came, and worst sign of all, a great pagau stone on whi^f||g 
igcrc&s had been erected, fell down of its own'accord, and thd^^S 
#&Ss|ay shattered on the ground. Then all the people knew that'^^S 
CUrse of blood and of St. Patrick was indeed over the well; SOC'^|| 
f|i‘wf3 deserted, ut^I the tents were .struck, and no pattern w&? 
fy-Or field there any more, for t lie virtue of healing had gone frottt^ 
ftfife^ountam of the sun,” and never has come back to it through 
ill the years. ^ wg 

Even the Bau-Xtrom/in, the mmpli of the fountain, who Used /Mj 
P mafaifpst herself occasionally to the regenerate under the form-g fh, 
tf/ft trout, disappeared at the same time, and though she may be^ v |i 
leard of at other .sioivd wells, was never again seen by tl\p devoutg^Jp 
pilgrims who watched for her appearance at the To ber-kil-n 
$wna." W4u 


THE WELL OF WORSHIP. " 

Vt To!>er Mire, tho well of tlio ti.'M of worship, County Cork, 
ffeTe are aEo manv pagan moiuinnmm, and it is evident, that th&Xllf 
flejeity was one of the strongholds of the Druids m ancient tim^,E|§jl 
Ndtfrre they had a temple, a burial-ground, and stones for sacrifice 
yn\uch larger population existed also found the temple than cafl 
Xow be numbered in the same locality. kfiSs 


ff; ; THE BRIDE’S WELL. 

the last-named well is the 1 hide’s Well, Taber Breda (thag ^JI 
pSIy well of St. Bridget). Tliere is a ( stone oratory here of ] : JM 
Abulous antiquity, with a doorway fashioned after the Egyptiar^^SI 
uMel, eloping towards the tup; also an ancient white-thorn 
lowered with votive offerings, amongst which one may see many 
Mjgjoek of the splendid dark hair of the Irish southern womengftjjj 
jjmjrfopt this antique traditional symbol of self-sacrifice to show*"” 
ISfcigfatitude to the patron saint. " 'by 

^5,|^^%idget took the name of the pagan goddess Brighita % 

' destroy and obliterate the idolatrous rites and tran, "** 
potion of the people to the Christian ceremonies, and Toi 
Hy.considered of the highest sanctity, beingmnd c &^^^ 
Bridget. , • 'V* t ^ " 

g**>' ' ijT ,l '* J ' '“ rOAO “ 




THE IRISH FAKIR. 




Wany -of the professional prayer-men, or Fakirs, resort to tltfra, 

1 fytber-Breda during the pattern, and manage to obtain gifts atvC^L 
Contributions and all sorts of excellent things in exchange for 
tjieir prayers from the rich farmers and young girls, to whom they" 4, 
promise good luck, and perhaps also a lover who will he handsome 
and young. ( '-$T 

These Eisli Fakirs, or sacred fraternity of beggars, lead & ■ 
pleasant, thoroughly idle life. They carry a wallet and a stfeffy' 
and beiiijg looked on as holy men endowed with strange spiritual 
gifts, they are entirely supported hy the voluntary gifts of the 
people, who firmly belie\e m the mysterious eilicacy of their 
prayers and blessing> and prognostics of luck. 

One cjt them Fakirs towards the end of his life was glad to find _" 
shelter in the poor-house He was then eighty veins of age, butfg^ 
’k tall, erect old man, with How mg white heard and hair, keen ■ 
eyes, and of the most venerable aspect. '■M 

A gentleman wdio saw him there, being much struck with his 
dignitied and remarkahle appearance, induced him to tell the "4% 
story of his life, which was marked hy se\ernl strange and curious ''!•$$ 
incidents. 1 1 u 

IFe said he was a farmem -mi, hut fiom his earliest youth hated 
v^ork, and only liked to upend the long summer day lying on‘the 
grass gazing up into the cloud" dreaming and thinking where they* 

a wav with them to other't 

and heat him, often. ( \?| 

all the aime, he coitldi. p|| | 
,npt bring himself to he digging from morning to night,and herding;,® 
cattle, ifeid keeping company only with labourers. 

So wdien ho w T as about twenty he formed a plan to run avray^ljj 
for, he thought, if tlje stupid oM Fakirs who are lame and blind 
/and deaf iind people ready to support them, all for nothing, might, jraS 
not he have a Fetter chance for getting hoard and lodging without-f^j 
1 '“Work, since he had youth and health and could tell them stories 
^ to no end of tlie great old ancient times 

jg So one night In* quitted his father's house secretly, and Wen't/J 
v forth on his trawds into the wide w r orld, only to meet bitter <3,18**’ JWl 
^Appointment and rude repulse, for the farmers WTjuld ha\e not-hnlj 
f^’t^say to him, nor the farmers' wives. Every one eyed him 

B yppicion, "Why," they said, “should a great stalwart youn 
ylfow over six feet high go about the country begging/ 1 H 
saitas a tramp and meant no good.” And they chased 
Sfetta their grounds. , ' 

WfkijbA'Ould-4ieguise himself 


were all sailing to, and lunging to float 
lands. g ^ 

Meanwhile his father raged and swore 
£ Cruelly, because he would not work. ]>ut i 







:mcr ikxw., 




got a long cloak, and took a wallet and a staff) and hid 
gAVettolack hair under a close skull cup, and tried to look as olcbA.pfe 
could. 

1 the regular Fakirs soon found him out, and their ep*ite y &nd! 
rage;was great, for all of them wmre,either lame of a leg or blind y/;? 
of an eye, and limy said : “ Why should this great br$fl’dr r 
shouldered young fellow with the black e\rs come and take away • t> 
pur chances of living, when lit- ought to he abb' to work and earn v i* 
enoiitrh to keep huff-elf without robbing us of our just rights?” ’ 4 


nnoiigh to keep him,-elf without robbing u 
And!}they grumbled and snarled at I 11111 lik 
people to spy on him and watch him. 

Stall he was determined to try Ins lu< 
went to all the station^ round about and p 
than any pilgrim or Fakir amongst the wli 

But wliei’e\er he went he siw a homld 
lowing him. Her head was wrapped up i 
nothing was seen of her fu<v except two o 
like coals of lire wdiicluw <u‘ wav he tunic 
his life became inferable to him became 


nig us of our just rights?” ’ 

111 like so many dogs, and set ^ 

is lurk on every side : so he Wj 
and prayed louder and faster • tj 


,-So he went from ,-latr 
followed him, and the 
after linn hkv t he ban 
Sure lie Would die of t 
At last he thought 
Nation, as it was ,-e\ m 
fpllow him so far. S' 
seen upon the road, 
at the well and me 
J ever when he looked 1 
/at the other side of th 
she took no notice uf 1 
'telling her bead* as if 
' Presently, however, 


ed up, and t here, Kl 
f tin* road, was the 
of him, only went 
ih if no on** were lo 
ver, she -looped do 


st the whole lot. , , 

a horrible old hag for ever fol* 
pped up in an old red shawl, and; 

1* l»t two pus, that glared on him"' 1 
he turned. • And now, in truth, * 

1 became of this loathsome hag,; 
mil to e-e.ipe her; but still she 
ier slide 1 in t]\e ground was ever n 
a nail into his cotlin, for he felt 
l and horror. 

1 in Tohttr-HreJa for his next 
if and she might not be able to V; 
and not a -mu of her was to b9g 
■d his -heart, and he kneeled down 
* prayers louder and faster than 
re, kneeling right opposite to him 
s the detestable old witch. Buff' 
went on saying her prayers and - 


well, and, as die threw up t 
Jped shawl slip down over In* 
beheld to his ,mf om-hnnuit n 
a complexion like 1 he lilv at 
ill showers of curls over her 
•. He had only a glimpse he 
Alt her face, and then she dre 
iAnd shoulders and was the o 


-looped down to wash her face in the -v; 
the water with her hands, she let the ..<? j 
ier -houldern and then the young man F 
a bountiful jounggirl before him with- Fv 
md the rose, and soft brown hair falling 
r snow-white neck. 

»r il moment while she cast the water 
r\v the red shawl again over her heacj 
old hag once more that had tilled hint 


f * ?ttb horror. But that one glimpse was enough to make his li 
aint with love ; and now for the first time she turned herburni 
fhllon him, and kept them fixed until he seemed to swoon &wa^| 
®wycstacy of happiness, and knew nothing more tillJm found M# 
' * Beside"him, bolding his hand mjaers, and still loom 
liax- glittering eyes, ’; v V y A 









ltyck in fishing and ii/every thing 1 else * for never a gaqg6jt$PS| 
||?£ n fc6Xl or nigh Ins place while the fairies protected him, and* WigE 
a time they led the gauger into a bog, and otherwise discomfited^ 
fY ?him, fVhen lie and liis men were after a still. ' r 'N 

bv,_ , So the fisherman loved his little friends, and they took 
&^£are of him ; for even in the troublous times of 1)8, when th^ 
-py wreckers were all over the country, they did him no harm ; though?^ 


& 


indeed the simr wreckers knew where to bud a good glass Ofv-* 
' something when they came hn> wuv, and lie always gave it 
them with a heart and a half; for didn’t they tell him they wor&d. 
,* going to free behind from the Sassenach 1\runny. X 

Down deep,under the waiters of Lough Xeaglgcan still be seeny. 
bv tho,>e who have the gift of fairy vision, the columns and walli*. 
of the beautiful palaces once inhabited by the fairy race when’b 
they were the gocb of the earth, and this tradition of a buried?'’ 
^town beneath the waves has been prevalent for centuries amongst ? 
the people. . * 

Oiraldus Camhreiisis states, tlial in his time the lops of towerfljj 
u built after the fashion of the country,” were distinctlv visible in 
Calm, clear vve.ittier, under the sin-face of tin* lake; and still the ; 
fairies haunt the rums of their former spbtfjdouigand hold festivals k- 
beneath the waters when tin 1 full moon is diming, for the boatmen^’,: 
coming home late at night, have often heard sweet music rising up j 
from beneath the waves and the sound of la uj liter. and seeirX 
glimmering tights far down under the water, where the ancieflt^i 
fairy pillages are supposed to be. 




THE DOCTOR AND THE FAIRY PRINCESS. % 




Late one night, so the storv goes, a great doctor, who lived neap' 1 / 
■ Lough Neagh, was awoke by the sound of a cartiagv driving upt? 
to his door, followed by a loud ring-. Hastily throwing on hrtsrd* 
Rothes, the doi tor ran down, when he saw a little sprite of a pag^rf 
j standing at the carnage door, and a grand gentleman inside. 1 f 0 
, “ Oh, doctor, make haste and come with me,” exclaimed 

* gentleman. ‘ b Lose no time, for a great lady lias been taken ifjj 
.and she will have no one to attend her hut vou. So come aid 
1 with me at once in the carriage.” 
r \' On this the doctor ran up again to finish his dressing, and tO'prtSijj 
r blip all that might he wanted, and was down again in a fhcmieatap 
. u ‘Now quick,” said the gentleman, you are an excellen.j^.g|Mi 
Sit down here beside me, and do not be 
you may see.” & v *» 




0 dr^Ve like mad—and when they; 



THE 





Etot thought the^would wake up the ferryman ai 
bat ; hut no, in they plunged, carriage and horses, I 
Md^ere at the other aide' in no time without a drop of water 
^ictlng them. • ' ' y ?' 

jSf’NSw the doctor began to aspect the company he was in ; huj' ’ 
he litdd his peace, and 1 1 m* v wvnt <>n up Shane's Hill, till they 
^topped at a long, low, blu< k home, which they entered, and passed 
along a narrow dark passage, groping their way, till, all at once, 
^bright light lit up Wm walk, and Mime attendants having opened 
h dosjr, the doctor found him.-elf in a gorgeous chamber all hung 
witli'silk and gold ; and on « silken couch lay a beautiful lady, 
whoyxclaimed with the umM fm-ndl} greeting — 

” t( £?h, doctor, I am mi glad to mm> m>u. llow good of you to 

come." 

/ “ Many thanks, my lady," -:i id the doctor, “I am at your' 
ladyship’s service " - 

- And Jn* sta\ed with her till a male child was horn; hut when 
he looked round t here w as no iuii-e, mi In* wrapped it in swaddling 
clothes and laid it by Me- mother. 

u Now'/’ said the hch , “ imi;d w liat \ tell you. They wall try 
tp put a sp.*U on Mm to keep pm here; lint take mv uduce, eat r ' 
food and drink no wine, and you will In 1 safe ; and mind, also, 
that you evpre-s no 4 fi prise ,n any f 11 nug wui see; und take no 
^more than live gulden guinea-, though vou may be offered fifty 
of a hundred, as \<mr fee ’ 

1,1 Thank urn, madam,” .-aid the doctor, “ I shall obey you in all 
Things." - 

g. With this tin 1 gentleman came into the room, grand and noble 

t » s a prince, and then he took up the child, looked at it and laid it v 
gain on tlm bed. ' - 

t Now there was a large lire in the room, and the gentleman took g 
the fire shovel and drew all the burning coal to tin* front, leaving 
r ^graat space at the back of the grate , then lie took up the child 
agfain and laid it in the hollow' at the hack of the tire and drew' all 
tile coal o\er it till it wn- ro\eied; hut, mindful of the lady’s ' 
advice, the doctor said newn a word. Then the room suddenly J , 
changed to another still more beautiful, where a grand feast was 
laid out, of all sorts of meats and fair fruits and bright red wine 
ib cups of sparkling crystal. ,, A 

Now, doctor^’ said tlie gentleman, “sit down with us and tak& ' TT 
£yb&t best pleases you.’’ 

8 ir, v said the doctor, “ I have*made a \nw neither to eat nor... v$ 
4 tink till I reach my home again. So please let me return without^ 
ijjer delay.” 

|* Certainly,” said the gentleman, “ but first let me pay you 
^trguhleT and lie laid down a bag of gold on the Table 
‘ of bright pieces, ' 4 . ; .ky 



take 1-hat isidyrigbl and M 

PP'Soctorfand ho drew o\er five golden guineas,, and placed tb«J 
purse. “ And now, may I have the carriage to cout^ 
|l%?fcack, 0 for it is growing late r ” , 1 , ' 

W$ } \ On this the gentleman laughed. ‘Ton have been lear 
p^Wrets from my lady,” he said. “ Uowe^er, you have bell 
right well, and vou shall he brought hack safely. 

So the carriage came, and the doctor took his cane, and 
jpNy carried back as the first time through the water—horses, carr 
jrsjg and all—and so on till he reached ins home all right just b 
fyV'daybreak. But when he opened his pmse to take out the gc 
1/' guineas, there he saw a splendid diamond ring along with the 
S; , the purse woitli a kings lansom,andwlien lie examined it. he i 
the two letters of his own name carved. inside. So_ lie knt 
, wfl s meant for him, a present fiom the fairy prince himself. 
^ ; e All tins happened a hand ml years ago, hut the ring 
m? remains in the doctors family, handed down from father t< 
and it is remarked that whoever wears it ns the owner fo 
€: time has e-ood luck and honour and wealth all the days of hi 

“ \nd by the light that shine., this story is true, ndde 
i o-''-narrator of‘the talc, using the strong form of as^werainm by ' 
.■;,s the Irish-speakmg peasants emphasize the truth of their wo, 


A HOLY WELL. 

On the north side of Lough Neagh there is still a holy ^ 
great power and sanctity. Time ancient white-thorn trees 
shadow it, and about a mile distant is the fragmentary run 





•^^4 the well, and in the crannies of the fock?>-- 
ift.a crucible they become pure lime in one hour, and th^X£|| 
tomente with spirits of wtriol. yet the waters of the well 
jglg^nalyzed present lie appearance ofliine. * 

^Att.iroe time an effort was made to change the name of Lough ■ * 1 
to Lough Chichester, m honour of the Lord lleputy, 

■ Chichester, but the Irish whuld not accept the n6W*Logj 
and the old r^une still lemuius unchanged. v J |j 




A SACRED ISLAND. 


It Tftnmo Island there is iho ruin of an ancient church, where ■y 
ie dead walk on November L\e, It is a solemn and sacral 
flj£c*,and nothing i> allowed io In- taken from it: neither stone 
forbranch of the duulowniL' trees, ho- fear of angering the spirits* '‘u| 
dfl} tliree men who w ere <>n t he uland cut down some bvanche$ " u Vff 
if an elder-tree that giew there 10 repair a private still, and car- 
sW them off m tin ir boat; but wlnii just close to the shore a * x p>- 
dolent gust of wund up-* 1 r the boat, and the men were drowned. V: / I s 
the wood, however, lloated buck' to the idnnd, and a cross wae 1 V,y 
pade of it which was erected oil tin* beach, to commemorate the > l*-' 
fybe of tlie doomed men. X 

f it is recorded,aho, that a certain stone Inning been taken awav yap 
ft -some masons from the ancient nun, to build into the wall of '’dyu 
he parish church, winch they were erecting in the place, tho ’ ‘J 
jsj^jter in the town well suddenly began to dimmish, and at last ‘ 

up, to ilp* great eonsteniailou and terror of the inhabitants, ’ ^ ( 
Iho were at their wits’ end to know the cause; when luckily an y/\ 
j^yfoman of the place di'eamed a dream about tlie abduction of 
^ Stone, which ga\e tin* solution of the mv>teiv 4 , / . i 

g^tonce the people took the matter into their own hands, and 
w went in a body and east down the wall till they came on the ’ 

, which was then placed m a boat, and curried back with*' f.K? 
moan ceremonial t*> the island, wliere it was replaced in its 

1 site, and, immediately after, the water flowed back again, r $Ji 
the 'well, and the supply became even more copious than 


& 







potis used to resort in order to imprecate maledictions^. 

wa8 cu? tom also to erect monuments rouWjw 
'tvoll by placing on end a long flagstone, and heaping rouu^^&l 
vpynttmd of sand in order to keep it fixed firmly in its. place, 

^ Athese pillar-stones certain mystic rites were then performed 
pilgrims, and prayers were said which took the form oft£ 
terrible imprecations. It was therefore with awe and terrt 


that one man said of another, 

S\ ■ 




and terri 
He has been cursed by the stone 


v , _ 


SCENES AT A HOLY WELL. f 

SrnxEs of holy faith, of tender low, and human pity are, hoi? 
eym, happily more freipumt amongst the devotees at the hoi 
^ells of Ireland than the fimve mutterities of malediction, £ 
theseyacred plaees ma\ fie seen the mother praying for her chil 
the girl for her loVer, tlm w ite tor horhusband, going the bourn 
on their hare liners, with the crucifix in their clasped luind^ au 
their eyes raised to heaven m silent prayer, with a divine fait 
that this prayer will he answered ; und who can say hut that ft 
fervour of t lie supple at ion has often brought dtuvn the blessic 
of htailing for t lie sick, or comfort for the sorrow mu v The 
t lire sip ie grouping round the holy wadi, the background of pufjpi 
mountains, the antique stone cross ur wdiii It the pilgrims Jkjft&j 
the costumes and otieii the beautiful faces of the praying womel 
ltli their long dark hair and purple ^risli eyes, form a scene "( 
wonderful poetic an<l dramatic interest, which has been iinmo! 
talized by bur kredenek Burton in Ins great national picture, 
Lhntl Girl at thr IL>bt Tie//—a wmrk that at once made'tg 
}oimg painter famous, and laid the foundation of the subst^juet 
career of this distinguished and perfect artist. ‘ 

u 

--:o:- 
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LOUGH FOYLE. 


AA Lot gh Foyle means the borrowed lake, for in old times tl mb 
‘ dvere two weird sisters dwelling beyond the Shannon, who ,w|j| 
S,- ■ billed in necromancy And the elder sister said to the young^jS * 

, v V /s “ Give me the loan of your siher lake, for I have none: 
^/^Tromise to restore it to \<m next Monday.” 

tbe younger, being good-natured, rolled up the la'i^S 
despatched it over hills and dales to her 
time came fur return, the elder sister, beihjj^ ^ 
offihd oiihnirtr^ made answer tp> the messenger sent fojf 

■ “iilti# 




TbfE HENS CASTLE. 


At tfe head of Lough Comb, deep in the water about a gunshot 
^romnhe land, stands tie* ancient castle of Caisleen-na-Cparca 
said to haip boon built m one night b\ a cock and a hen, but in 
’■6alitV it was founded bv tin* ill-fated liodenrk O’l Annnr, the last 
sing of Ireland. Strange lights are sometimes soon Hitting 1 
Lrough U, and on some par ticular midnight a crowd of boats - 
rather round it, filled wuili men droned m given with red sashes. 

And they row about till tin 1 rock erow>, wh#*u they suddenly ^ 
rapisL and tin 1 erie-> of cluMivn are heaid m the air. Then the ' 1 
people know that tluue ha> been a death ^mnewdiere in the region 
ind that the Sul lie ha\e been Mealing tin-* young niorfal children* 
tad leaving some ill-fa\oiuvd Inal m the cradle m place of the ' 1 

W child. . ■- 


LThe old cimtle 
ffi&ina Code, tin 
fctyode for some tin 
Srhom shy had ahd 
nratical evpedifio: 

^’dlStingTllslied ]; 
jFlahertie, shut 
feiress, and a folk 
figure her safety, 
$ arm the guaid , 
Grfter granting lb 
Idptain Be^ an (>'k 
if-,Such a castle mi 
the solemn -o 
t frCearca, tin 1 gi 

imparl of purple 
mt, the young In 


aid , <<hleen Elizabeth 


y In d one memories ; t lie celebrated 
■lindlanies> of ihe W est, made* it her 
irned thither tin* \oung heir of IIowTh, 
•111 HoW’tll Castle, wdiell oil Olle of her 
rwards, during the Wars of Elizabeth, 
lie sept*of the 01*Liberties, Jlevmda 
Y there with lrer only daughter and 
tweiily revnlaPj men. But further to 
‘ t() the Lhi ,j en, lerpiesting permission 
di/ah**!h m reiurn sent an autograph 


^ter granting the mpa-M, but addiv^ed to “her good friend "? 
^aptain Benin ( bFlalnuTie," erndmitly thinking that the custodian , ’ 
if-Such a castle niu.4 emtamly he a man. ‘ > ^ 

the solemn -Linde of Him picture,s.pm and stately Caislcen - ■ v, 
t faCearca, tin* great lake fortress of Lough Comb, with its ‘ . 
^iparf of purple mountains and its water pathway fifty miles -‘rT 
the young heiress grew up tall and beautiful/the pride 61 
udjWest. And in due June she married Blake of Menlo Castle. V?\A 
from this historic pair is descended the present baronet and*v| 1 g 
tof of the property, Sir John Blake of Menlo. 

S^gmwell ruthlessly dismantled the castle, and it has temained^^ 
Mnce; but the massive walls, and the beautiful 
^^^fffp^yputation .pf doors and windows .siil} attest . 
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B'“P° d Jt ' antJ U P 011 ‘l 10 country and on the people of l^fl 


JV, ■ 

; \,‘ SLIABH-MISH, COUNTY KERRY. ,'M 

trlu Y 0De Y™' Umt Slilll 'h-M,sh, County Kerry, is had! 
The figuie ot 11 nmn, lUTompumed by a hicm black d „ ■ 'J 

i 1 ue,1, l. v aoen standing o„ a high era., but as tl.e travel 
?P] ,r0U< i ll ‘ N ’ disappear, although they r i se up ff 

before him on another crag, and so continue appearin" ( md d 
appearing- as lie.journeys on. Many trau-IlerJ^1, e eon tbl 

but no one has eye,- yet ... aide to meet the man and lire % 

■ face to face ,,,, the mountain -Me, for they seem to melt away 
tht mist, and are seen no more on teaching the spot It hantiene 

once upon a time, that a man j„urn« ..oyer the moS 

path, took out Ills smUT-hox to solace himself w,i , a , “cH 

, was putting it up'ue.tni m Ins ttmUcMat r .ket, when 1 0 M 

totce near him sa.wng, •• No, ,et - not ye,’- I am’ near viu,® 
11 looked round, but not „ soul was to he seen. llowevlll 
though ,t right to be fimildly, so he shook some snuff f omt 

a”™ ^ i.S'X , up *»f 

, Cod and the saints helween „s and harm!" exclaimed I 
poor man, ready to drop down from teiror. Aualm ea «j 

elo* V Se limr ,n ' It;l1 ^ '° ifv ° f Mme invisible 

Then the man quickly made the sign „f the ( . rosfl mt tll ej 
’ touched by the spirit, and so went on his u ay unharmed. J l 


THE SKELLIGS OF KERRY, . , f 

The Skellig Rodims are situated about eleven miles from iS 
..pmnknd, and are considered of great sanctify. In tin Milf 
:M*s, during the penitent,al weeks of L,„t, ,h e mon 
Jeate the adjacent convent and retire to the Skelligs R oc tei$! 
H«nce prayer, and abstinence. Several Undent S tone-roo3 
fef dl J?, extstenee at the top of the rock, showing wketell 
TXTeJt. These cells are of the moat ancient cvclomfon n refill 

m Ire l an< ^’ “ k1 are fliT elder tha'Jthe chi ‘ 

does not date earlier than the seventh;cent 





POPULAR NOTIONS CONCERNING',! 
THE SIDHE RACE, 


Fituii tin* earliest ages tin* world has believed m the existence Qm | 
.-a race midway between tin* angel and man, gifted with powefr -toyf 
exercise a strange nnslerfnus lntliwnee n\er human destiny. Th&dC’ 
Persians called tin* m\ si ic race LVris ; t hr Eg\ ptians and the UreeJ$ ,U 
named them demons nrnt as eul, hut as mysterious allies of, muD,T| 
imisible though t*\er present, capable of lnnd nets but implaoablCrS 
if offended. ( 

The Iridi called them the Sidlie, or 'plilt-race, or the 
JiV, a modification of tin 1 \\oid Pen. T1 n• ir country is the^iy^l! 
na-uye, the land of perpetual wuuh, where they live a life of joy $ 
and beauty, never knowing dne.ne m death, which is not to com&vt 
on them till tlm judgment day, when they are fated to pass iatra 
annihilation, to perish utterly and he seen no more. -They Catnf 
( assume any form and then make lmr-es out of hits of straw > GfrUj 
which they ride over tin* country, and to Scotland and backm 
They Inuc no religion, but a great diead of tin* Scapular (Luting 
words from the t.rospels written liy a priest and bung round‘tbflftjj 
neck). Their power h gieat o\er unhapli/ed clnldreii, and sud&lf 
.generally grow up evil and ha\e the eul eye, and bring ill luck^t 
unless the name of (bid is instantly imoked when they look iy] 
any one fixedly and in silence. ' 

All over Ireland the fames haw- the reputation of being VegyUf" 
beautiful, with long yellow hair sweeping the ground, and litfev 
light forms. They lowj milk and honey, and sip the nectar frotjg 
the"cups of the flowers, which n their tuny wane. 

Underneath the lake", and deep d-n\ 11 m the heart of the 
-they have their fairy palaces of peail and gold, where they liy^ 
-splendour and luxury with music and song and dancing. j2 
daughter and all joyous things as befits the gods of the eart&M; 

"our eyes were touched by a fairv sul\e we could see them daix^j 
’em the hill in the moonlight. They are served on vessels of.gfit 
jittd each fairy chief, to mark his rank, wears a circlet 
S®tJnd behead, , ‘ kASl® 









HrM? the fond of pl««ft^4W^S^M 

and f»iJn°I B t °fi 1, . vul &' and are besides bon<*t in'SS 
EEkA fh« Ipfci eirpt0n !“; 11 *% borrow wine fronjf^ 
the} aFfcays repay it m blessing and never induWu^ 

t v L> ^ 

tne soul to shwp and makes the reason powerle99 Ti 

d t, ' evVe ' 1 " 1 '-' ". ,t0 tMr hi ™ P a >^s become their J 
ari ' ( ‘> bard I asks. 'One man said he ^$1 

AiSrr-r 1,11 th ? wayfrom Mav0 t0 Cork,but-'fl 

they had to leave him as Ihev were ooinc* to 
m UOt / alie 'T ucro ^ 11 - on their wlute horles^ “SNg 

* •» i "~»»'—~£§| 

f fa 1 1 . r - v P n,ley to a great chieftain of 'Connaught ’Sfl 

ihlthat e had r rr an ' S i T bf ' frs:, ‘ d f ° r flld fl # a!n!lt « hostile fatty .off 
IT, had imaded lus territories. The required aid beinj&fel 

TOi,the fairies and their mortal auxiliaries plunged into tha?Jls 
ike and fought the enemy and conquered ; after winch the Coo JIji 
' p e ” returned to shore laden with rich presents of silver 1 !!! 

fl-ly p r 'h,c? St WU ’ e ' L '" pS a " thH ex P russio ' 1 fT-mfude from jS 

It is said that Kitwan of Castle Ilackett, the great Oonnautrht Hi 

ttWtS^th^alHh r Ut i f ''i fuir - V , ljride ™ that oooasiotr, anf it Jl 
ewtain that all he female descendants of the family are noted-1®? 

totoff 1 advOl ' lr ?T>W in f ; ,anc '"1' and fhpir 8We ®t roiceslffS 
K”ftv • L "\“‘ ur c v ' ni0tl|p r of tlie present, Lord Cloncurry^S 
|d *“»«•»•*'" 1" •V m, h was the acknowledged leadi^jP 

Finer and 'voice “ ^ ^ ^ fa «» a «W 


f-.’J* THE HURLING match 

l^ rieB Jt Wi ! h iu eir true artistic loTe of a] l the gentle grawjl! 

iff 1 ,1“rHn e ° ar f aBd V oIent 8' esture8 ' and *H a&Hn 88 

^.Jiich as hurling and wrestling; and they often 
jto.tpeoi.vy some <;vi] turn. - 

Q } 0U< } ; Came 




1 $ iiftraf'by blinding ns ; 'trad thousands 
^ ra * 8 ^£ a ^ err ^ c dust, though no mortal eye 

Then one man, a good player, and musician, ran for IneMdf^^ 
and began to play some \igorous dance tunes, “for now/’ said 
“the fairies will begin to dance and forget 1 $, and they willb§ymjj 
off in no time to hold a revel on the rath to the music of their;-Am 
own fairy pipes." 

And so it was, for at once tin* whirlwind of dust swept on 
the hill of the fairy rath, and the hurling ground was left 
for the game to go on again in safety. , , '' 

It must be acknowledged that the fairies are a little sbltisll, QT' ^g- 


they would not, ] 


used to be held as a high test mil, and a 
monial of a tournament ; at least befor 
all the fun and frolic of the peasant life 
The prettiest girl of the village w 
girl—the ('ollven-h-bkailui. Dressed 11 

by her maidens she proi.ded to the 1 

and fiddlers going before her playing ga 
Then* she was met bv the procession o| 
ing the chief hinder—alwa\ s a stalw art v 
the youth and tho maiden joined hands 
the people cheering. 

This was called the opening of the In 
match another pair would be selected, * 
hoping to be the (Jollt’en-a-bhadia elms 
dance fur the second or following ganr 
tournament ended with a festive suppe 
many subsequent marriages between 
stalwart young hinders, despite all t 
the fairies, who maliciously tm*d to 


*d that the fairies are a little sbltisll, OJ?- ^ 
rfered with the great national sport 
oimie amuwineui of the reentry, and^M 
festival, and arranged with all the cer&-$|jp 
at least before the bad tunes destroyed 
. i,f„ ‘ rd 


stival, and arranged with 
t least before the bad tun 
peasant life. 

e village was elmsen as 
1 homed 111 w lute, and ; 
ded to the binding groun 
r playing gay dance, tune* 
procession of the young lm 
i a stalwart youth of over > 
ruied hands and began tin 


ground, the piper dpi 
tune*. ’ ed 

mg men surrounds 
over six feet. And ; T{| 


urlmg. And for the next"';"; 

each village gud anxiously^ 
wn to lead the ceremonial 
es. Naturally the hurling^ 
?r, much love-making, and v 
the pretty colleens 
die envy and jealousy W/fc 
mar the pleasures of ■ the A? 


THE RIDE WITH THE FAIRIES. $$ 

Thb fairies take great delight in horsemanship, and are spleudt$?j 
jidpra. Many fine young men are enticed to^rida. with thMAqA 
Avhen they dash along with the fairies like the wind, Finvkirfira 
Tiitpself leading, on his great black horse with the red 
MitJopk ljlce fames of hre. And ever after the young merf 
^dvmoat fearless riders in the country, so the people kpow^t^ 
lit thfeydiave hunted with the fairi^. An^ after tbb^huSt' 
Sraftnuts of .tfi&'martv is taken to’Y magnrfcent mptwYIIJ 



when he has drunk nf Hip ‘lirieht'reVw^P 
Htnlfw it *v * • t '° S ^P Wlt ’ ] s0 ^ music. Bat never again ca»^- 
m &ld the f f'T Palace, and he look, in vain for the hSM&f 
Sfen ° n 1US fiue , bl,,0k ^ with all the ™ ?ounJ hK;1 
Vt * drepM?s ’ M ' h,} riwliod over the field with * 

Sfron, hf, i u 8,0 T " 1,1,1 T1 -‘.v l>avo passed away to? 

:- l t 0m ''is vision, Ilk., a dream of the nio-ht. * 

-«T^ a V' m ^ pvatlmnan, also one of the Kir vans of Galway 
^nl Jy 'o ' f * lr - v lull where all the fairies of the Welt 

a ®r “T “"i »»i« a., ™i, * s„ ‘. 

*«s^:s®Krtss^ 

sni<1 t,,fl 1,laf, t horseman, “ 1 bimv that you are to be at d 
' L r W "T ,ff ' S ° mt ht m, ‘ von a hint: ,f you wiK> 

voii h:;‘ um n f m - ,o **■» .™ -• »« S3h 

■fsiZxZziSF . .. **'- **d 

- M ith that at a turn of the road, the stranger disappeared • for ^ 

^“T/ 7 ! ,m I ". Pm ' r " rr " himself, who had a friendly likin g- $ 

%the tribe ot the Kirwan-, heennse all the men w“re gin3' V “ 
.who came ot the blond. and all «l,e women handsome * "“"v 
. Pvext mninrnn- as Mr. kirwan was putting- out for the race hi# ^ 
grcaatn 1°Id linn Hint a ymng jockey was wa.tmg to see him ’ He - 
' p ^ btnuigr.st looking little imp, Mr. Kirwan thought, he had 

SowrThat’w lf 1 coni polled to (five him all the righls H 
power that was necessary for the race, and the young- imp ' 
was off in a moment, like a Hash of lightning ' * P - t 

t,11 tL» ! r VUn knt ‘ w "7 moK ~*« Wined like one in a 1reaA->^ 
tUl the sihercup was handed to him as winner of the race and' * 
COngra^tlat.ons poured down on him, and every one asked eagerly ' ’ ’ 

AviaeVh!' th t T n i' 1 '‘ rf "’ ,0ckf 7 whf “ 8L “ em ^ to make the horse- 1 
fly like the spir.t ot the wind itself. But the jockey by this time " 

Jbel “Tf ’ IIo ' v, ’ v " r - th “ ^ranger on the bkek horse ™# 
there, and he conslramed Mr. Kirwan to come with 1dm TM 

du ™ r ’ a ? d th -^ [ 0de ou I )lea? antly, as before, till they reached^ 

e>t l h °r’ Wlfh aVr ° wd 0f ?orgeo„s 7 S ery2# 

gng on the steps to receive the lord and master and S 

IatL™V,T le j Mr - * irwan t0 his room t0 dress for dinne'jf 
? -Tl a cost i y suit of Tiolet velvet ready, in w 
bun, Then he entered th« rHniVirt._kkii^ -t 


Us'k 





I IIPSm 

^n /nT,:^ f 0rra b‘ th - 6 ' youtl!? girl Wlttl ier n «h!acejfa:fakt&J|^ 

|pL Came before him in a vision of the night; fat f.iS M 

Sfor V f fairy palace, and never, saw the dark hor*nmwaf|| 

ffe"®; t A j ° he , r cup ’ he Hlln S it int0 the lake, for faJll 

rahwht it had come to him by devil's magic and would fang no V l® 

“SFffifi’l t0 Um ° r t0 k' 3 raee> Sa ‘faa'ih beneath the waves 
»|?^er cup was s^n no more. 1 7^||| 


THE FAIRY SPY. ••'jjjll 

etimks the fairies appear like old men and women, and thiupdraH 




vi- 


. -V *' 



- p PI 

^OTjHMirsa My water to' the Toom, and when all mi buto0dp|J 
^Mftwthin^ remained bufa black etohe with Arrange signs on it., Andv|^ 
this, no doubt, he performed his enchantments. And tb^^J 
i^pfyoopk were afraid of it and gave it to the priest, who baa it v to^ 
this day, so there can he no doubt as to the truth of the story. 

^P;, And the priest knows thr* hidden meaning of the strange SigTiA^p 
which give power to the stone ; hut will reveal the secret to noAfv 
one, lest the people might try to work devil’s magic with it, and *L? ( 
£Vi.unlawful spells by the power of the stone mid the pcover of tb« A?. 
aiglwO ' 1 


THE DARK HORSEMAN. , 

One day a line, handsome young ftdlow, called Jemmy i Now 1 an ; ptf?, 
Ag ’ set off to walk to the fair at SlaTte, whither some cattle of his had A ; 
nw* been sent off for sale that same morning early. And he wa$y 
, * dressed in his best hlothes, spruce and neat, and not one in all the ^ 
> county round could equal .Tommy Nowlan for height, strength, or' 

T ', * good looks. So lie w r ent along quite gay and merry in himself r 
* . he came to a lonely hit of the road where never a soul was to bb^T A 
T ' seen; but just then the sky became black-dark, as if thunder wefoA y 
in the air, and suddenly he heard the trump of a horse behind 
A him. On turning round he saw a \ery dark, elegant lpokii}g)i'Af 
O' gentleman, mounted on a black horse, riding swiftly toward^ hUj.yO 
7 •, v Jemmy Nowlan,” said the dark horseman, “ I have been looking; 

(i -' for you all along the road Get up now, quickly, behind me. arid TllAe s 
Ay carry you in no time to the great fair of Slane ; for, indeed, I am Afea 
h going there myself, and it would be very pleasant to haie yourAAt 
.compan}.” , r 

*.[ u Thank your honour kindly,” said Jemmy; “hut it’s not for Aky 
the likes of me to ride with your lordship; so I would rather' AT- 
';w;jp?alk, if it’s pleasing to your honour ; hut thanks all the same.” 

Truth to tell, Jemipy in his own mind had a tear of fhe strangA^| 
% v'.gentleman and his black hor.se, and distrusted them both, for had 
he not heard the people tell strange stories of how young men ha4^S|| 
Asjbeem,earned off by the fairies, and held prisoners by their en^'yAA 


( G .chantments down deep in the heart of the hill 
jl^/whete never a mortal could see them again or kiaov their fate { 
they were only allowed to come up and see their kindred 
^^’^hrhights the dead walked, and then they walked with them 
p|fchey rose from the graves? So again he began to make fijjg 
llj^fcusee, and meanwhile kept lootipg round |or some pjltMf 
* ich he could escape if possible. ‘ .' kr ' 

*Comfe now.%aia the dark horseman, "this is all n<$ 


under the eartlpT’A 




v ' lfJ ft 00 ! 10 ^ down and tnucKsu mm tigtitiyoti IM 

itirf nn t « ) h ‘ 9 “ P ’, an(1 11 1I1 . an ln0taut ^mmy found himrf 

M on the hoisp and galloping away like the wind with thiS 

aDd tI " ,v n,, ' ,, r«'H'l"'d nor stayed till they.Wl, 
if ? , " ln a "'hero a" hide set of servants in L'reetiijl 

Vf rTl7 l, " t V , 7 hf ' ^ r-^ive them. A.,d&& 
f tbo sn, “U^H^)l>le Jemmy had ever seen in his life ; but. hi '■* jS$ 

^ no remark, tor ihev were re,, mil, and crowded ro-md toVl'^ 

iw what thev cnijd dll fur him. ,V$ 

. Take him to n muni and let him dress," said the gentleman 
4^1° ap R |J '! ri ‘ ,I . t " the vasfle. And m t lie mom Jemmy found ''$ 

%f-l eautlful " ^ lv " f ' ,,nd11 ««]• '"> d feather. And wlmn the ' $ 
Skiffle senanN had dressed him the\ led him to the lame hall that, 7 
iff 1 ? all l*t up and hung with garlands of flowers: and music and 
| V dancm ? Were ,mn ? on, and many lovely hid,,, were pZrt S # 

fc DO f °! 1P i" 1,1111 wav handsomer than Jemmy Xowlan iu his 
etjr.vplvet suit and rap and feather. ' . 1 '!&, 

'ibid ?!" 11 ^ <km ' WIIh Nowlan r ” stud one lovelyyfi| 

•“ N °* ; 1, ‘ m,nv ' >"" »'«e< dance with me,” said another ‘ ifelS 

i-aftothe'll! 111 f |'l" !?l "i f 'i r '""t V" d ? , " v>d wlUl (1,f ' m all < ohftA-Wl 

§L. ' , ' I11I "' V iN " ml ' 1 . n f " lu " and put him to bed," said hit 

,Ma ''• ,W,a,r,Hl w;l " ; “ la " ** l>«must tell 

1,0 '"'"7' vour hmioiir,"said Jemmy.“for I am not 
Ocok- earned : hut I am very I .red, let me lie down and sleep.” r «| 

«H, ,7'’ , r ' :lld l,le frutlcnmn; “not if I C an help it 

Ite lM 'y. >"• «»••' f'd-haired man-‘Make Jemmy « 

MOWiaiuuifl put him out; he can tell no story. I will have no 

p e a.ppe?° ™" * m " ' l M ° r - V - 1>u ' Mm ^ » >*» worth A 

& So tlle ^-‘J'haired man thrust Jemmy out at the castle pate anf‘ 
g* w “ J™* "“""P l>i'»Mdf to sleep-on a bench outeX w3 m 
lhen <>ame J - v 'Afirni jj 1 a eollin, * 

hJ;^ J ; n "'7 Swl,m " lllHV *ud. “you are wel^me. We iuatT^i 
^Wanted a fourth man to carry thr* c-oilin.” . ' . 

! llPy T l,1 r lllm p ;: t ! mdrr 11 with them, and away they,S 
nwcl ul over he,Ip,■ and ditch, and field and hop, through‘briatll 

? h ™ s,o?h; t re<l “ 0 01,1 Ctmrc! ’- Vftrd tk! 
f : Wlio Will djpr a fjravH?” said one. 

118 draw dots,” said another. v 

^ tbe i lot on Jemmy. So they gave him As 
w^and worked till the jrm e wafrdug broad j 
the right ’place at all for a %r&vef 

fV ’- u ft'ti’ , 


















_ K ... . . , . Tt 

^is only son' was nwav in a distant part of 
. ut on news of the murder the son returned, and a close inves\?*Uy 
gallon was made. Suspicion finally fell on the h ousekeepfef pjfd?^ 
a lovpr she used to bring' to the house. They were arrestednn|g. 
S^;.CfOtisequence and brought to trial. The housekeeper, $keefo-htt+$ 
^ or Shetda of the Knife, as she \va,s called afterwards, wftli 

’:, fierce, powerful woman, noted for her \iolent and vnidictiy® 
The lover was a weak, cowardly fellow, who at the last^ 


--*• - temper. 




toned evidence to save his life. lie had taken no part, he saidjg 
'M ^in the actual murder, though he had helped Slieelu to remove’' 
and bury the gold.. According to his stoiy, Slmelu entered the* 
Ap'/'old man's room at night, and taking a .'-harp short* sw<>rd thatuj 
k’i»i^always hung at tin* head of Ins bed, .she stabbed him fiercely ovetg 
i^k.yand over till not a breath of life was left. Then, calling heiK 
•'lover, they ransacked the room, and found quantities of golden"; 
guineas, which they put in a bag and carried out to the field, L 
Jjy Where they buried it in a safe spot, known only to themselves;; 
of but this place neither Shoela nor the lover would reveal unless 1 
A'Athev received a pardon. 

The murder, however, was too atrocious for pardon, and Sheela* 
£$*},; was hung amid the holdings and execrations of the people. 

Aq'T she remained tierce and delimit iu the last, still refusing obstK 
nately to reveal the place where the money w r as buried. r 
So '’ r The lover, meanwhile, had died m prison from friglit, for after 

S . sentence w r as pronounced, he fell down m a fit, from which h© 1 
‘-never recovered. So the secret of the gold died w r ith them. 

xAfter this the son came to live in the place , and the traditiofi 
teV‘ of the hidden gold was still kept alive in the family, hut 'fill 
fcLp;;. efforts to tind it proved useless. p 

§$■**-' Bow a strange thing happened. Tlie farmer dreamed for three 
nights in succession that if he went at midnight to an old ruined 
■ caatle in the neighbourhood, he would hear w r ords that might tell 
EAv Kim the secret of the gold ,-hut he nmtft go alone. JSo after tltfl 
third dream the farmer resolved to do as be was ordered, an<H 
forth at. midnight to tin* place indicated. Ills two Scfcr 
Mfetfoown-up young men, anxiously awaited Ins return. And about 
hour after midnight the father came home pale as a ghoshj 
^^feh^ggard and trembling. They helped him to his bed, an^ after a 
he tell them bis adventures. He £nid, on reach- 


the old 
Ml forthe proi 


ruin he leaned up straight against the wall,and wafe 
fjfor the promised,words in silence. Then a breath seemed to gra 
^ rglf hie face, and he heard a low’ voice whispering in his ear^wk 
.yotf want to find the bag of gold, take out the tfihrc 

$ ' eg 

-JJpi .here,” aaid the farmer mournfully, u tlm voice 6' 
wafi^nained where the gold I&y^fo: 



l^refl gigan^e and terrible; her hands 


*• 45W3 e rr,irr k r; 1 

f Witt At <*'*■»* 

^Irtps and ’Veils till I reached j,‘,,, f ‘’“l 1 pursuingjae with/,-; 

Jpen she sank into tl. . ,‘ ,!lr - v of / 1,8 na-stle grounds, b 

jfjhfe farmer, " r am ,v, h in f r ,, , sl l l V'“ 1 ' e ' 1 - Jhit, continued'., j 
jp* Wd nnder the ,]y ld ;;',7.' ll V«' thftt fll « bag of fold 

' 32 "Z'i xx, st - >v w-. a 

|, tftndle was blown nut, aud (ho in f rtm 1 in ^ s,orj n wind, tha 

yhilbed by invisible |„ „,k ,, ' 1,11110 m , u " **> lifted from/ 5 

/.rible cra^i. In the.laiki,,.'' 1 h ' " p "“ th ‘* 1 floor ^ ith a ter-/;‘V 

& butt hey saw no one. ’ ' " u "° «**«M llear the groans, - j 

t but foimd^he me' iilready'V''? "'"T "'n lwlp tlieir fat ' her >' ^ 

So on a certain , , . - h aV 7’* "? '" rrib,,> 

' for defence, and '"7e d , f . " Wl1 * 

i huge walls, to the bend,, „ f .. " /, y U,lr 1 ' 1 "tones in the'ill 

rsecret mark or sign l? v whir-li „erl»n"1 '^ r " K " d ' swkiu g W6'.Jl 
'discovered. Jlut as th,> v w >h’ V f V"’ f VV T atom ' mi ^bt t>e 
speared at .„„■ h i , " " ,1, ‘ W I-suddenly ap-,'f| 

.dtood the gho.,t of the,f ,! " f tlje castle, and byit'^ 

■hand to a certain <.|„„e ,,,' ’dall""'f "7/ la --< ••utatrotciie^.^ 
! 4nst certainly be the t |„ 7,|d f V t'* 7 V"^'* thaS '-t/H 

■on; but before they ? , N h d 0‘»d they rushod*V;-b 

.'Sfieela appeared, more If, . l ,l I ,Hy * terrible form 

jjn white, and with a ciiele r o' 1 " " nr ‘ s Cl>1 , 11 describe, clothed-; 
!wed the ghost with In-,- m , n T ‘‘T 1 ,' ler ] il . e, , llJ ' Wd ahe'.T-jU 
^horrible veils and i,u 77 of' ^ V"i away with- -M 

$ 6 7 could hear the light going on U nd theTdh fV, hu , durlfl . le83 . 
’Jmpsnod the ghost. ‘ e -' tflls of ^heela as she t,wf 

ighting;’” and th'.y CrUlTwiv « tin Wll ' le l h * y *5^ 
^rpeath lay a 

feii'tts ,e rr- ^ 

«rb^ lnd 4 K Cam6 H tSera fln 4 the 
^gdcnothidg, onfy lifted tfe bag 









Reference. The defendant' was put; ru$)j8Sffi 
lamination, in which nil his evil pfaotice^^^M 
rutliless severity. But the widow 
cord of wicked deeds ; she only saw before lrqj§#l 
• man in the prime of life, with a magmfl£@|& 
[ eyes, and raven hair. At once she was "SU^J 
nagir, by the handsome prisoner in the 
ug qvor uer counsel, she gave orders that the suit shbukf^jS^ 
|||-^topped and no damages claimed. After this, as was natm2^ 
f§&Wann intimacy sprang up between plaintiff and defendant, whilst 
in a short time by the marriage of the rich widow andfeH$ 
^A^pendthrift captain; tin' widow’s only son and heir to the esBtfe^ 


b'Tbeihg brought home from school to liu 


^ _ _ with t hem, for, as fiiet] 

^^f>^captnin obsened, it was necessary that the boy should b$ earlydhtg% 
^f^ttnicted in the management of tile pv<►pert v. " A hS? 

Ig!^' One evening’, however, Macnamara set a rope across a lonbtjrj 
^fcpart of the road where he knew the dad must pass wdien ridifj^ 
home. In consequence the horse stumbled, and threw the riderj? 
and night when the senants and people went out with torched 
tflelook for the young lieir, he was found lying quite dead by 
fa A. roadside. * " 

'I'X : The Whole property now dtwolved to (lie widow 7 , wlio gave^^M 

the management entirely to Macnamara; and he lost no time 
m f .ipaking good use of the iarge sums of money that came underdid 
gfy ‘ control, by constantly plunying into renewed courses of djssoltd&j 
extravagance, flow the home life went on no one knew, forlrwP 
a iff: jvas seen of the wife while the hushand carried on Jus orgies ;kb'U|j 
‘after a year had pulsed hy, tlie country heard with .surprise of thtfj 
|&y^death of tin* rich widow, as she was Mill called—-suddenly, it 'sya^jj 
fiaid, by a fit, a stroke. She was found lying dead in her bed 
forcing, and her husband was in the greatest grief —this wa$t]$$ 


fiaid, by a fit, a stroke. She was found lying dead in her bed o 
^b'Wming, and her husband was in the greatest grief —this wa$t]$$ 
orthodox narrative. But strange whimpers at the same time went$ 
^through the neighbourhood, that round the neck of the poor 
Jpftdy was found a lfluck mark, and many had grave suspicipn$J 
|p0£ Joul play, though they feared to take any measures aga 
s " e captain, so great w r as the terror he inspired. 

Meantime, he consoled himself wuth another wife, a voui 
$$&o had been a favourite of his long before his first 
they led a reckless life together till all the wd 
SM gambled away or spent in dissolute frolics. Then he joi 
^jJ^Lband of sharpers and desperadoes who fought and cl 
00.6 at t^e fairs and races, and were the terror o£ th©^ 
try. But; especially they warred upon the^Big Joj| 
'Irnara, who thereupon Wore to be revenged A J 
tb$ + captain hod a famous mare called Feenishj. % 
lt:y+ $pd and live for dayft without food 

- ^ kind 

















l||pEte' instrumental music feo give the Varda time 

8|Jpfe‘e/partfi of the recitation, y 

[$L-S Th^re were Imree chief measures in music in use amon^i\t$i|! 
®&deta— ( ‘'the Sorrowful/’ or the chant for the dead ; “ the 
reserved for dances and festivities ; and “ the 
||pdeVoted v entirely to love sonnets and the plaintive softnes&AGjp 
^./lyrical expression. But the Host-Cat ha, or' bat tie-hymn A 

the great war-song to which the warriors marched terbdttle/^j® 
Jwwhich inspired them with the heroic madness that braved de8^| 
y ; for victory. i y^yfj 

■ Everything connected with the hards is interesting. Thflfc/ 
by;were so gifted, so learned, and so beautiful. For even gerviutA; 
Was not considered enough, without heautv, to warrant ayounjgj 
being enrolled in the ranks of the poets. A noble, stafeh*g; 
$ presence was indispensable, and the poet was required not only 
r ", be gifted, but to be liaiid^ome. Tlieu he was promoted thrdugl^ 
- . all the grades until he reached the last and highest, called 
f . Wisdom of The Gods/’ hut the knowledge then acquired by thatl 
-, initiated was kept sacred from the crowd, and the adept swore bj^jP 
,v the sun, the stars, and the hosts of heaven ne\er to reveal tfaftjC 
mysteries acquired by his initiation, to the profane. 

/ The high-born maiden^ aniong’st (he noble families were als^ 
trained by the Druids in poetry and music, and m the exercise 
the chase, such as archery and throwing the lance, to give thm#t 
*’ bodies health, \igour and beaut}, while those endowed wtt§t? 

peculiar intellect w r ere admitted into the bardic orders^ ftiiyi 
* became the pnestess, prophetess, or poetess of the tribe rtVmijj 
inspired men by her eloquence and had power by her incantation S 
over the deep mysteries of life. Such was Eodain, the chwfg 
1 f poetess of Erin, the guide and inspirer of Eugene, the kin^ of jin]® 
*' South, the prophetess of her nation, who saved him and lnsjriijjifv* 
y.’ dom from ruin by her wusdom, and redeemed him by her cohhseltfi 
fef from his dissolute and evil life. * T ^ 


' THE ANCIENT RACE. 

&f*$t7T thousands of years ago, long before kings, hards, and Dr${ 
Vith all their learning and comparative civilization, flourished 
Ireland, and before the traditions of a beautiful fairy, rade 
“^ttght from the far £a# by a people accustomed to ' lJrrf ' 
*“U*e arpi splendour, ag ancient race eiiated kty 
ions, primitive wave of bumamhfe tbat ep 
iftp* bver &ll the .e^rth; 



















Wi#M« 

SO 


J^teVasteaned upon to hofd *n ihqa^^on' 
pjjjWente also were in such complete presemTidiV’tKft^|i| 
ftraph was made of a person clad in this antique suite 
p|yexception of the shoes, which were too small for an adult 
aay, and a drawing from this photograph is one of {he bb^fc 
most beautifully executed illustrations of the Museum catai^^^ 


costume of this ancient Irish gentleman is exceedmc™ 
»>;picture 8 aue, consisting of tiws of a plaid pattern, made 

above, like Turkish trousers, but fitting close ho the leg and atjklflj-J 
over them was a tunic of soft cloth, most elaborately gored ; apai 


gussetted, si: 


ction in the tailoring art. Tbeekiti^ 


irW >' flte tunic, which extends to the knee, is set- on full, 

measures eight feet in circumference at the bottom, The sleeves! 
are tight, and open to the elbow, like an Albanian jaoket ; 
y over all was thriovn the immemorial Irish mantle, so invariably 
worn, so indispensable a portion of Irish cost time that it posadof 
ML- ' into a proverb among our mughhours, the Welsh, like an Irish*? 
man for the qlnak.” , A 

* Tliis graceful garment, as found upon the hero of the bog, ab<3> 
now visible in our Milium, is compos! of brown, soft 
' made straight on the upper edge, which is nine feet long, but Cut§ 
A'A nearly into Ihe segment of a circle on the' lower. The forttij 
ojy? A ' resembles closely that worn by tin 1 (kilabrian peasant at this dayg 
V ( , These cloaks were often of great value; kings were paid tribute ofc 
them. They were made of various colours, each colour being/}! 
symbol to denote the rank of the wearer. The number of colOurte 
akso m a dres* had a signitieant value, and was regulated by liv^' 
,Thus, one colour only wuis allowed to slaves; tw r o for soIditoS^ 
three for goodly heroes, or young lords ; six for the learned mcug 
*/•* live for a poetess! and seven was the regal number for kings atldj 
$ queens. ' 

,In the “ Book of Bights,” the earliest accessible authority on t&jl 
subject of costume prior to tlm Norman Invasion, we read of glnuM 
Ei|jp£gbf various colours presented itf tribute to the kings—cloak^dfi 
purple, red cloaks, green, white, black: in fact, cloaks of allcoIobfiS 
^l^oome are mentioned as bordered with gold. The tunic is 'm 
described frequently, u with golden borders —with gold ormjttxtQtijM 
|*§g^'A-~with golden hemte’ Another form of cloak was fashion^ Avjffl 
I like the Arab bofiious, and was bordered with 

b costume seems, in fact, to have been half-Oriepta|^ ^ K 
Efrn, like the compound race that peopled the isUnc^v.S^ii 
were the same as the llermunic bracctv; whil^gb® 
island the mantle Easteik; as well as tli6*5igb^pgra3( 
Iteai^ which is identical in form with the 
t d«fiL -On this subject Sir William 


^-OpAbis subje^ Sir "VV 


iJra^,Viih early Irish cosfume. tn 'fh^'greaiM^pc^ wiM 
yyeuk} ileum eti ompeii, 1 there is a battle scope,"' ix}fi$d from'l?^- 
^iC at, Pompeiii in which, the arms and dress cff the chmbata>ifSi^& 
identical with those of ancient Ireland. # The’t$|jf 
wt^Utsned wear tight-fitting trousers, close tunics, several 
$j are plfiided, and cloaks with the hood coming 1 overt 1 m heaT^w' 
pOCLsely like the Irish cochall. Die chief figures wear w!rqueaif; -^ 
Ip?; fhe node, and bracelets on the wrists, and the hood is re*- 

Uned in its place 1^- a narrow frontlet, apparently of gold. The" /fly 
lM$? ur3 of the garments are^also peculiarly Irish. In some^ the 

tunic, purple^’ 


in' <uc*w yfcuiiany i 

is yellow; tie* mantle, duik red; ui^f the tunic, purph 
yrdpred with white ; the latter spangled with triple stars or gold 
Wisely after the faslnon figured m the ‘Hook of Kells.’ The 


A- 

z r o; 

| \ . \ . . .. “r"‘' ' A 1,1 ,J, ‘ JJ’MMV ,U Iinu. 

nfcriot im w Inch the principal figure stands resembles some figured s> j * f 
jl our ancient crosses, and the charioteer wears a pointed cap,,/ /?V.< 
io^'"Cp' e ? ri tunic, and tartan \est. All the ummiished wear beards, and ' 
hoods emelop their chins/’ / A/i'? 

fa™ Study of ancient costume has especial interest for the/ywb. 

as the culture, cnih/ation, and eonfmerchfl relations ofT'^j* 
people can lie readily deduced from it , and in the numerous and Ayi* 
illustrations of the catalogue, taken from ancient record&, w , k '^V; 
^ru unirnated manuscripts, and the ancient (‘losses and sepulchral 
|^monuments of the country, even thing has been brought together'/^ ^ 
l'|that could throw light mi tins obscuie Mihjert. One' most ,*<M 
aj ^i inspiration is a full-length portrait, of Dermo#:*^^ 
&Clt, Morrou s i k, king of Leinster, taken from an illuminated copy of ^'0 
%M™ dus CambrensH m the possession of Sir Thomas ITnlips, 
portrait was very probably drawn from the life. 1 

|fe; Trom all that is known on the subject, it would appear thafV-4^^ 
and doth of every degree of fineness, according to the rank/ A-Atp! 
|o£The wearer, were the principal materials u>ed m ancient Irish. y 
ress. Ao remains of silk garments have been discovered; nerder ymS 
^historical.records, as far as we are aware, make any mentiouV^K 
being employed in personal wear. It is remarkable also, 

}%while a traditional belief exists that linen has been known 
fiomtjmd immemorial to Ireland, yet the Academy does not possess "* 

.aLfllUfflft aneoimon / if l,on.., _ t* . 1 . 


lecimen of ancient linen. The linen shirts worn at the■. 


Borman Invasion are said to ha\e been of immense A 
jfeS 2e f ?f d d - ved a saffr, ; n ( * oIom ’ But there is undeniable prooftltf 
mnat Hie tartan, or clolh of divers colours, which wp are accustOmetf 
^yflsoeiate only with Scotland, was worn universally in Irelftc^ 
^ittpyfent times. Portions of tartans are 'preserved *iu t 
and probably each grade of rank and clan posse&JOC 
pmtic plaid as well us a special dress. A love of Wf$r* 

TSJP? ^ours, and a tendency to^orgeous decorating; 
distinctive to the JrisK#atu?e* .Ah 




fl^dMn&trated nb ’Ji^v^HK^Sra 

fe^^taSfTor in 1843 a cqmplete female autTqii^dresV' 
mirntny feet below the surface/n a bog < these 'Wi 

Utor^, where she stores up and preserves her specimen^wasu 

fe with a care and perfection that no mortal curator MS® 
Crfjual), and now to be seen in the Academy r S mu " 
t consists of a boddice with a long waist, open in frofttfijiL 
attached to a full plaited skirt; which, like the Albanian fustabwH 
jionsiste of several narrow gored breadths, gathered into TOkH 
remits at top, and spreading into a broad quilling at the b^SSIj 
„ W M **“} P lajt bein g“ stitched on the inside to preserve the fork ‘ 
||§|k v bottom of the skirt measures twenty-two and a half fWcfall 

» '^..CtrcOmference, and there are ninety-two plaits, most elaborflbjiliig 
ftjljanged, so that the joining of each of the narrow' breadths shbli^® 


* 11 'XL' i - B v* vuvuv. W.vuauuw uiClUiKWDUQUKKIfi 

within a plait. The material is of a brown woollen cloth/Si 
gjy?/ No pictorial representations exists of female costume 
gr^v’‘ ^11 “ le fourteenth or fifteenth centuries but from the sculptureflj$jg 
|g^e%i68 on tombs, w r e find it consisted of either a fiow’ini robe 
K^ ,Tei f» or of tbe P lain ‘ d skirt and tight boddice already desglb&S 
while the head-dress varied according to the fashion of the 
Jit *be subject of personal decoration is perfectly illustrated indjjj^^® 
Jfusenm; the Academy possessing one of the largest collectlo^MM 
Europe, beginning at the first rude effort at adornment of tpli 
fe^ . barbar ' c a ^t up to the rich golden ornaments of a later, thofijjr™^” 
;«till pre-historic period. 

18 D0 *' P^ easan * uaticnal pride, after feeding on thegorgeotj# 

| ; v ' ’fables of our earliest annalists, to contemplate the primitive ™ 
fastening his mantle of untanned deerskin with a fish^ht 
|v;/br a thorn, as we know the Germans did in the time of Tacft 
^ ; yyet, unhappily, antiquarian research will not allow us to doubtf§| 
^^vfact of the simple sa\ ageness,of the first colonists. But w^$j| 
m y ^ neCt of ttie rude man 8tirre(1 within him, he began to carve® 
an * mabs be killed into articles of ornament aijd \r™ 
f|0bus the slender bones of fowls were fashioned into cloaifcif 
Specially the leg bone, wdiere the natural enlargement at bS$|L 
^fgftsted the form, and afforded surface for artistiffl>'dii§ji 
xfom this first rude essay of the child-man can be traced tL. „ 
^fckuous development of his ideas in decorative art, from thomtL, 
|Sg|^bon{*to the casting of metal, up to the most elaborate wbrfcm 
®§||D enamel, gold^and precious stones. Our Museum is rich kiSsi 
containing more than five hundred specimens 
sBBWj and brooches ha\ ing been discovere<l in Ireland inrijjj 


M “ fibula?” is a heathenish and imported tern?,, 
There l#%o other word known in (he m 
bone orb* it of 








;orwwnrs aug up in ireianu, t 
'estlWteii os exceeding half a 
? ;more may be lying beneath om 
'cuttings are made for railroads*, < 
gold ornaments come to light, j 
; 0 f massive gold bracelets, in vall 
beautiful as if just finished, was 
.more recently, several antique g 
labourer while wortnm m a lie 









conquests, Eut 
Celtic race lived and fl 
ticli everywhere else n 
nd Latin, maintained 
uage is the gradually f 
e conquests of Engliim 
uffieent^trength m Irel 
.t exists still amongst u 
sands of years ago tlie 
tave it the name it now 
?ists of Europe turn tl 
'eat museum of the C< 
rich, anxiously studies 
pare them with the Sw 
emands the long-defer; 
itli an ardour that put 
comparathe philology ■ 
its of our Museum, ill 
rned of^Europe in a con 
s crude, imperfect not] 
•ish antiquities. For i 
d ay cnee, asserted m c 
1 the ancient bronze a 
imported from Etruria 
1 never lone produced t 
mst varied, most higl 
xisting is to be found 
iimens of the moulds 
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: i J' ■y 1 ’' / 1 ' ’ '■ P- t,t' ^wVjr- v 

• T •»* tee tendency .to express-ideas WryM»Y and l fl® 

SF^Mia&aS 

f f <'w'7i'“ t " ' fanciful, and subtle evidence* of toF® 

\ir ’,™t illu.Luted luamm-ipt.,. ' ’ a8en claiefl - v 

& : £ff f r?r« t,,e 4 ^-ft; assist 

the gr»*at*fo^-iirii 1 * S i r, **fherM and seHtyarj 

'J\ ; filled Iriali tvork are lull LatiTii/i"™ 

V- ‘ - wh ^e they aiv held as around t\w ,1 ' , , Lihranefcja 

and del cute w tl„. W-h ,m ” mf - v,, « filas* *o mM#fc 

J'.p r J ‘ tmult ‘ llt ^ ”" 1,1 °f "rmiincntntiiin to he renresented fP 
.>•. fact, for accuracy of, of, uinaho,, and nchness of CJ M 
- . . vofome surpasses anything j,.f publish,,! on (’clfic art in'® 

K >norl,KZstve Jc.um'f-'i T tbe Ht' ^ 

; si r )lW '‘7 s ,,°n the ongn, and development of fiSS 
? rt dunD P '*"* flr<t thousand years of the' Ehnstian 

fa"' '”• “ J A 'SJ&SVS 1 

‘"i W ^°™P ei, ~hcautiful as’ are thi rtpf 
m^ffZ of the hi r u hffure fm,nd there ; nor does Dytanti 
P‘l^ ff , d T-VT iar ^ From whence, then, did tWlT 
I^Seacknowledged founders of Celtic art in Europe, de; ‘ * 

fe ilT 1 ”'! 0 "'! Tl,i - is ™ °* the histori^l * 
^ athe 1 or f ln of tlie Hound Towers still awattJ 
,*$>»« rnunt travel a long way, even to the far feast, befo^T 
M, Of the ancient Hindoo temples ‘ " 

^the typical idea that run* thro 



Er. 

ien (he piotonal art was almost ekwaet ialllll 
ndeed scarcely existed in other p&t« o'^S 
la fifth to the end of the eighth cmtorn'lS 
i originated, cultivated, and brought into^Sfl 
of perfection in Ireland absolutely distincfcfv'fj^ 
part of the civilized world; and which 
Irish and Saxon missionaries wa9 adopted. 1 
ols of Charlemagne, and in all the Mher^jrfv 

s . ,last,tfl " s f0,mded h J d «“ 

§§?> midd!e of ] he niuth fentury the influence of the'artist* . 
M,^ an » v t r , eacted on * h, ‘ productions of England, and in con T , V V 

l^th TEm,!' ‘ e "T fr n U ? 1 e ' 1,,,mun i ( ’ation8 of learned 

ISF 1 Home, classical models began to he adopted, floral deconl^ 5 w% 

lt:, ere T IIlt r J ' ,Cl,d - a " d ti >- , ' lrPs in tiie Byzantine style. With 
r»P® tlle , lr ™, ornamentation was combined, principally in the^ 'Wk 
|S“ k f th - d ‘"^"- It gradually 

“f/, ^ le ^ lt ,' vus rop'aoei by francn-Saxon and Teutonic '-.>1$ 
!° * mt alter tonth Century Mr. Westwood has not ftun4>j&* 
ft™ manuscript executed in the Lindisfarue or Irish ]/■$$$ 
W?] 6 ' . But it remained for several centuries lono-c i„ .v’jsMB 


SfgT , it reniume.l for several centuries longer in use iniW 
PMfejd, though the ornamental details exhibit little of the eiSlll 
Stomp delicacy of the earlier productions. With reference to these, 

Pjjfr t 1 ?”? °^SL i m*s that, in delicacy of handling* 

jfowte out faultless execution, the whole range of pateotTOphyf^^l 

I® “tu ll°r? r m '°, the e “ rl - v Iri8h mau uscripts, 

; The Hook of hells, the most marvellous of them all UdoMB^V®! 
^toot wonder, therefore that (iiraldusCambrensis, when 
jsgE^ m the reign of Henry If., on being shown an illumkiated^|$|$l 
‘' Thls * “ore like the workTllS 


ims w “™ ^ 

‘%>■peculiarities which characterize true Celtic art, whether 

metal work, or manuscript illumination, consist in the ex- ? >JlS 

ihl lTn d * mim 'T ea,oratly " s °f intricate ornamental dotailg^r/^P 
nEwVwi s P lrtllt '* Bio interlaced ribands, and the entwinod^ ^P 
ISW Alld oth ' r ani .™“ 1 1 f °nns, so familiar tothestudentsof ouf.'^fi 

Si ™ ea8UreS “ , f 10 ? useu “ of tl18 Royal Irish Academy^^P 
Me^orma are invariably foirnd in all Irish decoration The 
blotters and ornamentations of the ancient manuscripts arar 

ly 1 ^ 10 f°” e eroases “od the more /elicit 
W he hnnesauilre i.uanes; and fropi this identlt 
gptation the age can be determined of .all art inomjtoMrt 
f and objects readily classified aa Cotempdraneoufl 
^ 'Wonderful fidelity to their p&cidiatfart ’ 
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_the bondsVjf ffiefrancim wag 

i^lWkce received the Christian mith .^lad^y 
in'rth Century, but it was a difficult matter to britig’lighfi tffiji 
m #>«£ ^ ba9 at ( a ll times proved itself rather 

‘ Gie ^ axori tribes of Germany did not renounce 1 £ 
wr-’^tn! i ^ riy the strong coercive power and keens' 

Charlemagne, m the latter half of the eighth century, 11 
With Christianity came to Ireland the knowledge oftolS 
* ea,st D0 older inscription has,been found than tlmtontMm^ 
of Lugnadon, St. Patrick’s nephew, which may still 
$§p; pwide the rum of ^.Patrick’s oratory in one V "the beautiM 
i^laudsi of Lough (’orrih;* and the oldest manuscript existing 
ktfA' ; Ire and !? ,,f Armaph, a copy of St. Jerome’s L®; 

Ose fme pels written in the old Unman letters,^nd T $$_ 
y,,.\ J'witable for the lieapty of the writing and tlie various drawinfcfi 
.Jt contains. Teaming was at once consecrated to the service 
v^i' d ,n l ' ar) . v «l»y s . «nd to mult iplv copies of the Gospels 

tke praiseworthy and dewmt task of the first preat teachers andH 
■ missionttriei. The Kook of Harrow and the Boole of Kells hot^'V 
*4=>“ " ie «»W r»« «; *•'*’ Oxtli century,are behoved to ho the tfbrfc'l 
, of t>t. C olmiiLu Imnsidf. The latter, the Book of Kells,has iiifejifl 
y,; .‘ . critlr3 Wl(l * ""Oder and admiratinn. ft is more, decorated mfttffl 
s>V. ; ex } ? f ui ? oupy of the Gospels, and is pronounced by learne^ral 
■■ outnorities to he “the most beautiful manuscript m existence "'of;® 
t-, “ so early a date, and the most magnificent specimen of penmari^Mn^ 

,; o fnd illumination m the Western World.” They are both writS&J 
P; in the Latin uncial character, common to Europe at the tim^fj 
U ma . v b(i noticed, in passing, that tlie so-called Imkff 
. alphabet is simply the Latin alphabet modified by the 
''^ JS ® lonftrit -’ < tu slut tlu ' Irisli sounds, as Ulphila, tlie apostle of 
^I^Gotlis imented an alphabet of mingled Greek and ,LaM 
characters, in order to enable him to make his translation of ttfUli 
lut0 0othlc ; an <* a « tht ' ^rcelc missionaries invented'-fh^ 
al P haba C which is a modified form of the Greek, 
,^!«ike purpose. That the Irish should retain thenold form 
1D j 1 terS ’ "'^ile m0Ht of the other nations of Europe’' 

t0 ** re ^ etted ’m nothing would faciUtafe^V 
o| Irish so much at. the present day, when one,*hk v, $5jiP 
v Clsure , to s P e ^ out with much painful endeaTOdt'ife^P 
symbol* of a bygone age, a* the adoption of the m&Oj£0> 
alphabet. The first Irish book that. w r as ever 
tjgrpd in 1671, and is now in the Bodleian Library. 
of grammar, and the Irish alphabet hk 
JlPffon or improvement since. It was about MfeHi 

py. t tjO 1 ‘ ‘ ^ < 'L.y 

worif<“Lffp«h Cdrribt jt8 


MM 





W7j:.>?sr l *. l “J» famB of Irish leMflilfe ami'theskill 1 <sP@I 

KSKfru esb i cd •»* ft™ a fiffll 

MneBt , ami Irish scribes were employed to make cnhies of {be 
flfa® 1 te v 1 th ?, 8 l tleu,1 . ili nrt of illumination in tile ESglish^Ml! 
fet Frm ” th "- t ^ t,H fl, « tho ninth cmZ M 
nlf "r ‘ r VW,H, » Urope fmm (lleir laming and piety-' $ 

Jht m Greek as well as Latin, and the great teacher/ of ,&H 
gpstic theology to the Ghristian world. The Gospels of ■ tf&i 

hy rt*r! hm 111 tk ‘ seventh 
\ t t lL ^.' ,r - v of fl *‘ ^ntihh Museum,” form a most 
l^rtan element in the early history of Celtic art, as th« Wk - 

I?® the b T ’Trs 1P 1 ' r " ,n l wl f" 1 ' succeeding artists. . 

StOTfh cehlnrv * "''■"I’'"* Hu* Gospels at Copenhagen of the’-‘X<? 

ceTitu,n supposed to hate heen hrought to Denmark by , > * 

Canute, the figure of St. Matthew sfcifed, while another 
m*r? r 1 11 7 1 '" 111, ''"l' 1 '-'! from the Gospels of Lindis- 

r” 'I u ' J( ’ r,1, ' r ls 111 1)1,1 '''nth eentmv style. The Gospels ^pm 
' w? d ’ """' 1,1 Llrl,ti " M lul’turv, are ip the Irish 
SgW C|J ’ jf , u, '. v ' wl -re hut nolieeahle asking ,„aV inal ' 

^tSifnld L t Utl "' A " Rl,KS,,x ” n ’ lll "f »"<■'•''»< liritish, the hitter >?ein 

ff? pHwt specimen ot the ancient Untidi languaeo „ 1 P 

SI si !td h fT m nU ar “ ( 'T" [ fr " m ^ 'M 

fe of f Vn 7i T,r -^CL* 'fiM 

fe ta S IS i " KUU i • i " 1Nll, ' ,t I a,Rlmost dutiful known,‘/^f 

2®c“ , -\ u >'lollops palace at Lambeth. As Saxon art A “-.?.«| 

¥t* fd and became influenced by Roman models, the Iri«tfrJ$ M 
tM/bcs'were chiefly employed vlierem elegance, harmony 

W^rV'''r""’ ‘ 'i '-'“‘o " f ,,MIt ‘ h wore Particularly requisite 
MW ,la r*' 1 11111 ml l^f-ru. Thus, the l’Mdter of St &W® 

Justine, stud to he from Rome, and which resembles in tvlAvf^l 
^ manuscript I agd of the tilth century, in the K'i S 

feif' f • 0,1 ,l % (,,,n, r t - al *-> ti,a of -$m 

t l a i , l’ ts ‘ r,A ^ nerai l v runfinwl to Irish hands V a U r #L 

teSa^rrf. 

^VJSSTwSi ftt ft te aJl? 

Ir 1? t of Ti? 18 ’ ftDd are tllus ttllmiraU '' 

« beautiful in its place, and peTfect in £ 
ee for w Inch it was employed.’’ ‘ 

^.^ndjInland, kccorn^^<|^ 





'totfee 

tots M such importance that thirteen WW 'tipfK 
Me* from them are given by Dr* Ferdinand Kel®^H 
jK Society’s Transactions. An mtereatog relic of fflft 
jjjp?«3jit is t^lao preserved in the Cathedral •*] 
fehe Gospels of St. Kilian, martyred in 6S9, and which m 
featained with his blood on opening his tomb about “ ft yf®Wy>» 
K'ATbus, the Irish can lie trucked, as it w.v, across buirOM. 
PSietr illuminated footsteps. They wire emphatically thewtffitfS 
Sof God, the light-Ulirers through the dark ages, and ahh^ffi 
l|the faithful guardians and preservers of Gods sacred Mptd.lJ 
hundred years before Alfred came to Ireland to be educat^ 
pVent back to civilize Ids native country by the knowledge h|r 
g- acquired there, the' Christian schools of Germany, nhdaAt 
Indirection of Irishmen,had been founded by Charlemagne. p>fle»L 


^*1 monasteries, an* illuminating by their learning the darkest t 


»0f European history. One of the great treasures of 
M Library of Tans is a beautiful Irish copy of the Latin Gwp 
ft vVfhe College of St. Isidore, at Home, possesses maDy Irish IBM 
' scripts—one of them is a Psalter, folio size, written thWgW^ 
in letters a quarter of an inch long, ami which is «n8idwffl| 
X\l' (•).„ finest of the later works of the Irish school. The celeb* 
fe'•Golden Gospels of Stockholm are of Hiherno-Saxon art 4 
OTninth century. This hook has a singular history. It wjM * 
^ ’from England, and disappeared for ages, hut. finally wasdi8«u|^ 
feat Mantua in the seventeenth century, tpid purchased towF 
fec’Boyal Library at Stockholm. St. Petersburg also pssesg 
W" highly illuminated copy of the Gounods. which was Itaken ^ 
»-fLcb at the time of the great Revolution, and found itewSj 
f ar North. It is a perfect and beautiful speeimfcB of the 
of the eight century, and the initial letters can cffii 
RSpared to those of the Book of Kells. AH these In*l 
W &script Gospels are,without exception, copies of St, Jero^I 
^ffiiirsidn. No Irish translation of the Gospels has ever be$tj 


.jBCripi'VJWUPlP tltc, IIUUI'U'' r - . 

tM&m. No Irish translation of the Gospels has ever 
was evidently considered a sacred, thing, 
priesthood, but not necessary for the masses; yet ® 
that while the learned and pious Irish saints anM 
Sj^&^were devoting their lives to multiplying copie^vg® 
to for other nations, and disseminating them 0V|« 
mfaw thought of giving the people of 
aiW.God' to road in their own dative 
/on, the co»ttary,^ f i$h their 









,, r 

and 'Vienna, wfife pfe tllflML 
£ eSS 8 ¥*' re ’ >res4Dt8,10t on > ‘he fendenciea 8® 3 

itblia^owever differs f rom all other capitals, past <*tn2M 
A^ Ise that by its history we trace, not the pro^J oTthISff 

totorwm^?LS ? “r ,, 8 “V t#e, r iM: and th "^ the 

L of a large portiou ZhfX “ Ut ^ im 46 tU \M 
JOTtrifth is, tli# tin nil’ll our chief city of Ireland has 
onoal existence Oder tl^n Christianity, vet this fair 
. ^ Mn ? pretension to be called our augilhr mother. .Froth i3§ 

r” ag °, tiI} E °' v ' Dlll,lin h « heldJifel 

poation of „ foreign fortress within the kingdom: and it#V *C 
p has no other emblazonment beyond that of unceasing bos-^-lSr 
i[^L 0r 1 . n ^ 1 ^ rt ‘ 1,c ‘o to tin 1 native race. # ^ 'v|i|S 

rhc mhuhtauts are mere English, thnunb of Trish Klw-t, V :?ill 


inugh of Irish blrth,’^^ 
“ The citizens," 


fei n J’-ng'Uth, though of Irish birth 

1‘HdLhed M * n 'T ]mn,hwl ' VP " r3 «*'’• “The citizeps,"safetS 

|.*Oltngshed, hale from time to time so milled tLe Trt.l. +i* e -,’>*« 
Pvhn to this day the Irish fear a ragged and^d black sttnSlI^I 
'hough almost worn to 'the stumps " IW^e! 

KD ^ h “"» of'thiblin^was WM 
.ypUBlsiiel tor lulling an Irishman, nor were Irishmen admitted U ■■ 
yteyofhce within the city that concerned the "•oyernment either nfwMte 
^ S oulso,-h,liesoftl,e>itizcns. The Vic^Z Shb£,?^ 

■felhl 1 T’ tU : 3 l, - Vor '- * orporations, were all and al Z&Wl 

timui!' s " lM V f < i ,ilw * of whom it stands 

fl^Cpm hat tinAwnild allow no Irishman to be of their fraternity 1 ’5®® 

^Ae Amencaii C'.lonMslreHted the red man, ns the Spaniards ^111 
( 1 •'h x ' ca,ls ' * <>'(• English colony of India ‘v« 

cJE? 8 *?^ ™ e ailclrIlt Tndmn l>nnc^, tribes, and people so 

tevr ofI, I uW , m t rt r »'«•^ nation. 1 xi!;: 

llfS^. 4 ? • J , H crutlll ' , ' i ’ nml ; ld - persecuted, tormented, extirpated^® 
!©$ IriS1 ra . cv ’ um * f lje C,,nfes ^ d - retorted the hatred 
ift-iint 1 ”-! 11 “I. The n ' ,1 "h r nf ],:!41 was like all 'Irish''®^ 

JSdf from one stw p ,e there tw ° 1 


■ tax*. ‘ liL ‘ onto. 

#7^? i*' 1 ^ ‘J 16 l 10si . tion of « country and its capital, it Is eyidet 

fihn 0 7 a, T a ,nde P* nd ™« eould gAnoQrWmJf 

E ,m ’ tr ?.'? ll& 18 “s^c.ated with no glorious moS 

career ’ in - all the dark tragedies of »our Vl 
and influence predominate. Dublin is eonfe 






i.J.y ^.W status.-of tliuitrfon^Si-^ft^ 
*».t*p»tn«d with the defeats of their fithj£?& M 
*£WwK)!lblic statue of an illustrious Irishman untiLz^Stltsi^ 
the Iri ! h «P ital - No monument exists to which <mH 
ii£n^ y0U 5., Irl!,h cMdren can V directed, while tlmirTME 
i^kEh^ff 10, , I,‘, is T aa t0 t | ie ?h>ry of your countrviuert.'’ ^^^ 
j$gW» 1 b ;? bon ? wed fronl her prejit Norman catoM® 

a ^^Wdawa)- Her nobility are remembered 4nlv ae^lJwB 

IlCwt 0 ", r th % palHCe . s ’’ the beautiful of all ourSi 
buddings out reminds us that there the last w lfM 

IftotS mde P; nd r ce r^ s 80ld: ,h « stately Cuatom-hou^S 
JIS t “# no - ,rft ' 6; ! ,,e r, ‘? 111 P lle of Ibiblin Cwstle, thatiitffl 
V ^ orei b fI } hauds to “ curb an<l awe the citv. u *; 

a ploQuv task to awaken the memori^f MM 
this rvnfurv T . 01.0 4i,.^ 


artffiZ,:;uibn W n^HKen tne memon^f 1 MBB 
^° f ? ! 18 centur y- ^ iero > in that obscure house of'lMtflS 
visions rise of a thastlv uio-ht-.srMnp wi+k A ’ r :JS&£ff 


« k . k x r, --tuuin if) ueatfl'-ftfirOMK 

Ww$£T }>“ betrayers aftd captors, l’ass on through the same 0OfflS 
d r by bt * Clthv ™f* eiiurc-h you can trace the epot^ffl 
°-T S WaS wocted f° r Hubert Emmet. liefore that smutaSl 
y prison pile two^voung brothers, handsome, educated, and w|ra5 

©ilTr’C t” 111 '' ?. fair > ou l?« forul aflw ibem, expiated by 
iM’W r?’ r8 r° nS f ° r Irisl freedom: ' Hook «t that 13 

feS? P ? rt “ ’ ea< " lp wnv t0 llle ^bles of tlie raoney-ctotflll 
Rfef n o* » «®tury «gu,.men, entrusted with thetaSl 
IBlsf 'T! t0 W , t , lem ’ a " d cftme fo, ' t, i. not branded ti- HtS a 

eDriCied ’ mi rewftrdt " J witL ti‘Hpewi^|H 

the womlous relation i?etwe<>n our country and i$c$m 
, ua t u ™lly from the anteee*nta of both, Dublin ylal 
Ksfther built by the Irish nor peoples! by the Irish; it la * BaM 
JmMian set% 1 e. 1 t in the midst of a southern nation. Lontt^l 
the Nornmn invasion two races existed in Ireland, 
ft?"' •*** , lifws of migration' by wliich eadP had reaciMraml 
JP 58 bare rolled away since Scythian and Soifflilsi 
ggtttaetm this distant land, yet the elemental distinotiott^M 

* n.!' acOS havH nfn ', er bl(, « ded int o 
»tiOii4lity. Other nations, like the English, hav^"bM®^ 


[fife v x ijuuvuo, mitt tile j'vUgiisu^ fl&vff; hrajfigHFtt 

W?# Conquerors, and progression and a higher 
^Tu^T ]U .Saxon, J)aM> andNor^il^ 


on the primitive Briton; and fwmdfi 
g^mpJt fhrilt, and Norman .pride has bee^myS^ 
B«TOO^.wIwia*natiott that rules 


speaking $j§ 
’00l wesfcwMS 









v a t ■ - * • • le4 ' ! ' ia ir'i>e/enu of a mighty faafiofi. 

»v-ivS* . W Providence of Gift, they passed the bo 
AHantic, coasted the shores of the vine-clad Frapm Si 

BQS&XSg** 

t.»,h U if m !r y cen ^ ,Ti . es mR y Laye elapsed during- the slow proj 
W>h Of these maritime colonies, who have left their X 
' T Stamped on the earth’s surface, froth Ionia to the! 
ifcSr °* b P ai ,? ' a "d Miriam may have chanted the death-somfi 
UKf MwMW forth the people of God, befool! 
fet "*-■» Ud amidst the 

Pfri aw”’ W 'L h a weRfe . neccssur y preserve existence, mk! w 
tlfl , a te ' v e.nintry into a human habitation. They chsi^ 
iliV*4n! forests, worked tlie nnnes, built, chambers for the dead.ifteil 
fe&jV- * manner of their kindred left in Tyro and Greece. wrOuJhifi 
Lte defensive and offensive, such as the heroes of JlaraO 
# P‘ Mt H>e longhaired Persians; tl.ev raised altars aMI 
fej. .. .pillar-stones, still standing- amongst us, mysterious and etepip 
mi'/-: ?? mlx,le of a simple primitive creed; they had bards, priests am4 

m-i£ZVf 6 1 t0n? " f ‘, of Shin ^« Jr, ' M r ’ f Nineveh, and® 
m&V'fi 1 '} w l0w ‘ ntua was prayer and sacrifice. " 

Ki’ 1 , kindred races who retimined stationary, built cities, juu|§j 
' demples, Still a world's wonder, and arts flourished nmonwf'tfiaiH 


temples, still a worl.ls wonder, and arts flourished nmonnt't^B 
^-impossible to the nomads of the plains, or the wanderers!?® 
^ocean islands; but tlm destiny qf dispersion was still on the rfiSSH 
ipd from these central points of civilization, tribes and famU® 
ostantly went forth to achieve nlw conquests over tlm aSH 
earth, 1 

Whatever wisdom the early island colonizers had brought ’mffl 
r m > would have died out for want of nourishment, had tffij 
nese newtribaf, from countries where civilization had k'mfcll 
(lOvelopel and permanent, e.onptantly given fresh impulses 
5FpS8. _ W 1 t.l 1 stronger and more powerful arts and arms. the^M 
gamed dominion over their weaker predectjft^A* 
yjgameree, laws, nils, and learning, they orgauiredlatmillSv 
WMiations, enlightening while thev subjugated, - . si 

dr9| '-COtjquest of Canaan gave tfie second great 

» 6^er flowing westward. Irish trifi 
MTS 8 '.*' preserved the names of. 
odlS:' 8l(lo ' Httn fugitives who! landed,. 



V '•a' *. 




fltimied iiitf 


ercial relati 
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% Mpk t s € ', y**;- 


m. , rA :wmTB 

? ^- , ' I ’ ' H ' * h „ s '' 'V'tBi'/.'Sfi’ 

- “ mb er > ai ? d they-were the first wto trod the soil 
iiiOi’e theirpoets and bards recovered the lost name 
y arned I.A.O., and the primal letters their forefather* ^’V,‘ 
sown, called tin* ten signs. And ever since they hay* pos-’ 
religion and literature,.though the bards kept the £m$ 
selves 131 * 11 ^ EgVS ’ 80 tllUt a11 learning might be limited" to N 

‘he paramount monarch of tlie Cimbri nation reigned at Lon- 
* and a state <f pun try and peace long continued, till the 
Igwt-A ieiis am’earad „„ tlWr M. The ancient Cimbri rt 
|tcd into \\ ales, where theVWiave ever dnee remained. Thu 
&s seued on Caledonia, and rho Sn\,m« • 


• i ever Mnee remained. The 

Xtair i" S,lv " ,,s 011 Inland, until, in 

ipr turn, the^ "were onnipitovd 1 >v tin* Danes. 

(UWlan-1 at that period was the most learned and powerful island 

ofJ'AV f '- ? iru "f ' * U «'f Knjropean dvnartriea sh» ,: 

..retimed her independence. ]•>„„, the Milesian to the Norman •. 
no cdhqueror had trod her soil.* msn »; 

Meanwhile England tt h„ never yet successfully resisted an 
invading enemy, pti-sed under many a foreign yoke. For five 
hundred years the Human- held her as a province'to supply their 

ShoT/Tu'' " 1 " 1 '! l ’ , ' ,ct ^‘kui-.siuu of the natives- 

^Ued forth the buter Miva-tn, that •• the good of his country was 
the only cause m which a Dnton lmd fm-o-ot to die *’ 

: Tbp acquisition of Ir.-hftid was eagerly coveted by the imndfcal ' 
two, but thuiijfh Agrimla boasted lie would conquer it with, ft. ‘ 

Single legion, and even went -o far towards the completion of hi* 
djgn as to line till the opp,,-„e coasts of Wales with his troops,'' 

BO Koman soldier ever set foot on Irish soil. , 

-Rome had enough of work on hand ju-( then, for Alaric the A' 

Qotli ls at her gates, and Attila, the scourge of Cod, is ravaging', A 

KL r Tf, r™*»- lh " 1,n l"-' ri "l mother of Colonies pan no., 'i 
%«r hold her own or aid her children; England is abandoned to C * 

nd^th d a <J d * '* h, ' sl, 1 tr, ’ m tll,J wt « ,lie Pythian from the,' „y 
|0rth,tbe Saxon from the east, assault, and desolate, and despoil 

Scythian 1’icts pour down on her cities “ killin»> bitrnim? *'Ali 

^‘wit^'T T T 1,k1 ‘ 111,1 in SWttmia from tll0 ir comth„- ‘$$4 

3g.?'*%. tarry, and 

w ejr - M between two insolent enemies, the 

7 '•*" r ^ “ with their garments rent, 

:«anax - ^ds, ^ bearing that most mournful appeal #$£BBr 
to thrice Consul: the groans of thaSl 

ins drive n.<a tn fUn onn — j *_ . riS© 


\ . 

'yC 

S i: B 


/ , 7 -- -. 111 ^ 

£& ^ r nans , dm ' e to the sea, the sea drives 
barbanans ; thus, between two kinds of death, we &£ 
^hghtet-ed'or drowned."- >;i . , ;j- 

^.yer« never more thaAi 

.W-tw ^ - . -+ )V -IJVii 









Traditions, and the supoivntions of <>ach, could still be traced 
tfflfiAe'children of the mu* nimhi-v f.>tW - 1 


1 mighty father, « _ + 

must have been in Ireland when 'th&ifyglj 

t, nf sivtv stfrflnrro anil xroj in tLi ..*T b 


II i bor^cane 

respected! neither G od nor man.' H<Tt tiff tare Mal 
ir arrival in Ireland were they cohvertefto %S|k 
hey pillaged towns, burned churches, deatrp-JejI^WM 
3 past which no future can restore, piund^reS^^@5 
learning, sanctity and civilization^ad 
1, the costly, and the beautiful, and gave. 

■urn but lessons of their own barbarous ierocityp'd]^,^ 
i# how Irish mothers gave their infants foddO^Vr^S 
ither s sv^ml, and at the baptism left ybe rigfcfc.\ 

1 uuchricitened that they flight strike the 
■Syrian and the Scythian, the children of 
b mot at last in this ultima thule of Eur'djje^vt^tS 
and year>’ divergence; and even then, thdtfrf£ 

-<? animosity and inextinguishable hatred, yet^y 
r-ofl ancient identity in the language, tW* 
super"! it ions of oach, could still be traced 
^OTAJv vuuuu.w vi me oiiu nullity father. • ( l 

tyjpat consternation must have been in* Ireland when 
BpPPQfrfc spread that a fleet of sixty strange sail was in tlie,Boynm’Jj^i^ 
Egradthat anothe*of equal number was sailing up the Liffey. 
jgjgptfigners leaped from their ships to conquest. Daring 

they sacked, burned, pillaged, murdered; put a captiveo^ivv 
jfe'fo death in his own gyves at'their ships; drove the 
rflm them from the ocean to the Shannon; till, with 1 
lpt t and gathered force, the confederate kings of Ireland, 

;urn drove back the white foreigners from the Shannon to 
But they had gained a footing, and inroads, with plunder 
4devastation, never ceased from that time till the whole easterfl^^^ 
i-dibl^er of Ireland was their own. There they established^ ' vflp 
^selves' for four* centuries, holding their first conquests, butS 
^•gaining more, until they were finally expelled by'^ : Al|^S 
fens, ‘ . ’ 

l&y.tbese red-haired pirates and marauders Dublin 
I&fte as a cify. The Ath-Cliath of the Irish, though .of'^ 
mt-.fame, was but an aggregate of huts by the side of ti$ 
m ;which was crossed by a bridge of hurdles. The king^of 
never made it a royal residence, even, after Tara 
Rodan. Their palaces were in the interior of 1 
iraKi^ut uo ciou ^ t exist3 that Ath-Cliath, the Eblatta^* 
was a well-known port, the resort of merchantmen fit 
mm, Aftclent times. There were received the 

the Indian gold,. destined for 3t{i6.ptiuc&S 


iTrdp^^ence the ; costly mercbandizQ' wi^ : 



thdtltleof Ktn ^ of i^blinVor Ein^ 

%JM 7i! 43 t ie W0Td ma 7 be translated. They .J~“ 

^ r^ n i he T? 3pot where the Borman Castle now 

St KiS wi h H 0011 " 0 "^ 0 ^ " ? th6dra1 ’ sti118ta »<% to 

4^ . T \w! S * ! tho memorif * s of <*«*t hundred years . ; 

%$!', ?L\ de T n ? an 1 ts . ure wiHl us *« tks dav, and "many fatirtl 

m gsK$v» 

V;* T h ° ni dt ‘ SC,J,ul fhv ^auhivs* made morelt^P! 

1U$ "t U ° f tlu f . r,,CH ' tl ' a " bv tho-w®S 
VC‘ f c* Ottimt ,ff t 1 l' rL ‘!-f e a M> n,lrapd Dandal O’fiimer 

,JVHi11 ' v-h*«8» 

' ; ' *,] ^ K • , 1 ut h ‘^ ; nanUH interesting, no doubt to rJiOa'^%1 

v can claim them for their ancestry * ' rJl ^f| 

"’:, ‘ : Jhe Norsymen bavin- walled and fortified Dublin 

• , ^ Order fn secure tree passum* to their shine ti e 

' ' SHT T>i th nf ''r‘^ “ ^ n ' 1 * 1 ' a ' ArX 

ztzv F exfon ’ mi uu * r "* bin® 

• i 5 ?tf :: r? z W* 

‘ ' Jo ^ t y , nl, ' n ~ flmi! tlip Unmans woo’d their Sabin ' 

V , l d , ! 1 " ,i, ' ,1 ‘ l l-lio Hc.oiints ill the Indi annals „f (| le shrines (»$ 

,? r!nf ne<i ’i ! 10 J° yu . r riu '‘ s ‘boy plundered, the treasure the^ 
th, ' y «*-* -« 

5 V ^ en beaten ’ )af, k by the Irish princes they crouched 

^••fresh Merrier f C''"’’ ,lUan 0 PP ( ’ rt unity t offered for roll 

•WnS the elnC f t C ‘ r '" H T'""^- gom6 aet of audacious rAffi 

^ I Bus t J ie contest was earned on for four centuries bet.wftJ#r' 

;C^rf! 3 Mi the Iiatinn; rmitua] hatred Wer increrksibir ■ ^ 

“^£?tbe%M M Lel tT U ’n i ' HI1 ll,l - m -" K t,a ' ri ^ ,t9 of feudal’^ 

ffxteSy? Uanes, the Danes resist imr offr.rf 


-w, the lanes n ‘ ra n K Ul « "frbta of feudal^ 





ggv r, 


a- v* 

^gf 

m^f' ; V '^-<- / * ' '“*'' 

|tyy%edan4 pillaged in return. Once the t)&ne$ were driven/-'t^vi 
from the city, and forced to take refuge upon v-®‘ 
-£■ ?■ y e, ‘ * 011M SPa jock, since made memorable by; v,y’ 
igic history. Malachy, King of Meath, besieged Dublin/ \v/' 
|hree days and three nights burned tlie fortress,and carried V ^ 
« 6 n r/galia; hence tlm allusion in Moore’s song to . 

Je Collar of Gold which lie won from the proud invader.’’ ' " , 
ythe most terrible defeat the Danes ever sustained was afk - 
; -arf, when ton Pliousand men m coats of mail were opposed 
■cow Jt ^ ^ rjan ’ thet>n thousand m armour were cut ' ~s 

anfi throe thousand wmriors .dumVsides M Even theV 1 ^ 
n h,Wmi tou ? ]lf lll( ‘ leader. The grandchild of.' ' 

V'hSr- lD e. . J J n » Q D' ut h of fifteen, was found dead uitli his hand fast . 

°f !l 1 Varies head, vdiom tl^e child had dragged * , 

, the r,aili '" 11 colon . v W!li * n“t upr.if.twl, though aft^r this " 

;f' ; , ! i f t hey pri‘\v morn hmnl.lo, D-pt lvithin their city of Dublin, ' : !' 

4$°* ^ ^ t " ^ |f ‘ "f J,emster, ami to life paramount ; 
jKjmonarcfi nt Ireland. ' - 

p‘ P p t0 , tllis P ,>ri ' therefore, ne ecc that the Irish race had no. 

^relfttinw hip whatever with Hear capital city; they never saw" '■ ,-i 
ytkP- inside of their metrnpuhs miles', tliey were carried there as ■ I 
^jitaouers, or that they entered with fire and sword ; and, straneer-'VX 
y,;s,t]U, durriijr the-many centuries of the existence of Dublin as a . 

tot],"present time, the Irish race have never ruled there. f\ ' 
possession of the fortress of their eapital. , .hi 

' W *i jodp*nieiit upon the Danes was approaching,. ■> '„v' 

^ ^ n °f (l ouio by [nsb IiuidK As the Saxons in Eng- ' A -/ 
Ur d M HT '!"• J ^ the Danes had fallen before the .'A 
ygOtniaiis. The Normans, a Scytluan race likewise, hut more ' ’ > 

S ffllt-iful, more hrave, more ehnuhous, courtly, and polished Vf. 

igtftftll anv race that hud pi needed them, came triumphant from 
Sv,-’ ?, France to achieve the coiiijiirst of England, which Vo’ 

guided almost wo limit a st nip ole. One great butt le, and then no . • i7 

” llliam t' 1 '* Nonnau, or rather the Scythian Frenchman, 1 . 'M 
if^aendatl^e throne of Alfrsl, Dan.- and Saxon fall helplessly be- . Dig! 

. ^ eet t aT1 ^ h* s D mimics, bis robberies, hie confiscations 
^ftjth^ubmitted to by the subjugated nation without an effort 
/ ry^tance, , 

- . iH** Norman nobles seized upon the lands, the wealth, 

K^? Ur ?' tiie ostat ^ of tlie liin rf on b and retain them to 
; S ° n °^ le a racu as tlae Norman knights 

' A' : ^ 

@ff^ 3t0rl()Al aculptor of Ireland, has illustrateddhl^'' 

-ifmuft heroic, ftnd poetical in ide^a^j 

gt.F' , ;. • J||'., g-,- ^ \ ^a. 
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Tym Saw# jarrkiat onceto fft&Iitf , 
aid menfolk* from^whieh they hava'never ffoetiy,™, 
divided into a Norman aristocracy who ■ hnv^Mm 
^^:fe?»d/add a Saxon people who have all the toilV/crdSl 


j^t^f^Ught the battle for in 

chiefs sink to be the pariahs of the kingdom, as the ^iJ&S^^ 
England, but retain their princely pretensions to JhtaT3B?™ 
® Connors, the> O’Briens, O’Neils, Kavanadis, 

'Jhfr, yield to no family in Europe in pride of blood and 
hh^otirs; while, hy intermarriage with the Norman lords, 

founded of Normon Irish—perhaps the finest 8pe£im^^p||j 
P$t>, aristocracy that Europe produced—the Geraldines tit their bek® 
Hs&'> loviDg Ireland, and of whom Ireland may be proud. , 

A hundred years passed by after the Norman cbriquest^f 
f fopd. Three kiDgs pf the Norman race had reigned and 
|:'|y -g still the conquest of Ireland was unattempted; no Normal 

had set foot on Irish soil. , ,^S|j 

The story of their coming begins with just”such ft doct^fe&^ 
drama as Ilpraer had tinned into an epic two thousand 
& ^ e ^ >rc * ^ f { d r auf i faithless woman, a king’s daughter, fledlbj^^ 

key husband to the arms of a lover. ' All Ireland is^outtag^K 
at the ft ot. The kings assemble in concla\e and 


^geance uppn the crowned seducer, Dermot, King of 
$0;: t ' r forgoes with tlie Danes of Dublin, the abhorred 
fed^^wntrymen, but the only allies he can find in his g r r eatrflqqg^S 
i|$j' : NA battle is fought in which Dermot is defeated, his 
jiEv'g Ferns is burned, his kingdom is taken from him, and h£ 

■ fo solemnly depostd by the confederate kings, and banishk^l||^ap 
the seas. Roderick, King of all Ireland, is the inexpjdm^ 
supreme judge. He restores the guilty -wife to her 
the nusband disdains to receive her, and she retii^Stf|| Bg 
invent, where she expiates her crime and the fbin of herhh.cB^^ 
j§|||§fej r , forty years of penance. The only records of her 


¥*£*&5i:T ' ' * ,.. 1 A,u,ul 8“i LUC xxcicti u* vu 

of no more. ‘ ; 

her lover, went to England, seeking aid to r&j§ 
t>f Leinster. In a year he returns witlvbjf 
^rcenaries* and marches to Dubjih^ub, 
w ^e ^cbitfkdmti kings, amloblig^^yij 
^ 'Cbjfteurlte of Bfe^y*Piot r ®^| 
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! if he would spare their lives; brit, heedless of treaties, 

' * m ^ tfl ru ^ed m > ^ ew the Dnnes in their own 

^i c 3>*<|j ove *^ ,e 1° the sea; and thus ended the Danish dynarfgr^ 

Atf> 0lir centuries. Never more did they own a foot of-groSo^ 
topoughont the length or breadth of the land. An Irish srinvijg^ 
; f^ : vWed pv Norman skill, had effected their complete extinotiolM] 

t Ay ■ Kingdom of Iadnsfer was regained for Dermot, and 

. his allies placed a garrisondn Dublin, This wMs the last triapMy-l 
Y‘ y" ?* the annent . raCP> The kingdom w*is lost even at the momen^^ 
& ^ e _ rne d regained, /I hat handful of Scythian warriors, scarcelv' fe 
^ible amid Dermot s great Irish armv, are destined to place thr :; § 
jpA ^JCke upon the neck of ancient Ireland.' ; 

;>;> .. Tim bra;e Roderick gathered together another armv,aM. 

/eV . 61 -j^ thousand men,-laid siege to Dublin, O’Rourke of Breffnt ‘Jy 
;iyA Aiding him. They were repulsed, 0 Rourke was taken prisoiieiy,^' 
w.h w' ara * h anged with his head downwards, then beheaded and ?bd , nd& 
tefeV head stuck on^ne of the centre gates of the castle, “ a spertMf^j 
^Qt intense pity to the Irish;” and Roderick retired into Ooft^S 
- naught to recruit more forces. -W"? 

There is something heroic and self-devoted in the efforts whi^g^^ 
for eighteen years, were made bv Roderick against the Norma^^i 
Dower. Lru;e, learned, jtist, and enlightened beyond his ,agC, In&iSC* 
Ajone of all the Irish princes «aw the "direful tendency of fWlili 
Norman inroad. All the records of his reign prove that, he, 
a wd&e and powerful monarch. lie had a fleet on the ShahnOw^f 
tlie like of which had ne\er been >mi before.- He built a 




; ^e$idence in (onnmighf, the 


- . ruins of ;vlnch are still existing to Vi^ 

)-Z<; , lts former magnificence, so far beyond all structures 

4 ^ P er iod* that it was known in Ireland as the beautiful house, 

a chair of literature at Armagh, and left an endowm|$ ^ 
in perpetuity, to maintain it for the instruction of the vodtfc:%^ 

"'l re nn J un< * ^ co *land. A great warrior, and a fervent patriot, 

A-V first effort, wdien he obtained the crown, wan to humble the 

P OW0r * ^hiblin wu * forced to pay him tribute,"and he w«| _,, T 
^ iere 8 g™ ncipur ail(1 luxury unknown b^{0^ 
;^^ r ~ en Dermot outraged morality, lie deposed and banished $|§ 
ben Dermot further sinned, and traitorously brought ~ 
^yWtIgn#r, Roderick, with stern justice, avenged'the fathcr’stre 
a bf&. 1 Ds own son, the heir of his kingdom,- 1 ! ^ 

.the Normans, and was found fighting in their' 

' a second Brutus, unpitving, yet heroic 


(■'yiTV' O'- v .> J v V itciuiviui 

* * y° uta Wfl * brought a prisoner More hfafgjj 
,bw e J f * to be put oat. His second spriiK#l&l - 
ugh theNofmans.to 
"-Sotn. Then Raflnck.wjmtiind&l 




our AKctect 'lifter- 

.. . . 

Oeof Ireland, seeking to stir up it gptrit as heroic as hie 
'the hearts of his countryman. Soon after his unworthy^" " 
filled in some "broil, and Roderick resumed the kingly ; ", 

'H9; but Vvliile" all the other Irish princes took the oath of w. ' „ 
td l^ing* Henry, he kept aloof beyond the Shannon, equally ■ \ ’ 
ing treachery or MibmPsiun. Ihs last son, the only one,-kq ' 
?4^pit|y,of him^bemg defeated in a battle by the Normans, slew ".JV - 
& in despair, ? , a; 

male line of tiis house win now extinct; the independence - Njf; 1 
vif Ida country was threaten*!. Norman power was growing strong ' - 1 

land, and his continued efforts for eighteen years to arouse-\ > r ^ 
Rine : Irish princes to a seim* of tlunr danger was'unavailing'. ^ 
^Wea^ied, disgusted, hea^broken, it mav he, lie voluntarily laid ■ ^ R 
'l^ddwn.tltb sceptre and the crown, and fniired to tjho monastery of ' V £ *; 
S' Gjohgj’ wlien$ he became a monk, and thus liPpenance and seclusion, ... b A 
■" pas^d ten years—the weary ending of a fated life. " 

E,y. . lie died there, twenty-eight vein's after the Norman invasion^, 'yV.d 
I' 1 K ,after exemplary penance, victmion.s ovej the vtorld and thy - 
^devil; M and the chroniclers recmd hn title upon his grave where,'V ; V f4i 
A Jic is laid— • -, 

, “ Roilt>rn k < >'( 'ntirpiy ’Off 

King of all Irelaii'l, both of the 1 ri^h and English 11 R 

f ^v Seven centuries hav- 1 piK-ed mh< e then, vef e\en now, which of' , 
rU,icould enter the beautiful rums <d that ancient abbey, wander . _ wi ,f 
^through the andied mdes 1a]ie,^tried by ivy, or tretail the lonely XX 
£-silent chapel, nneq, v>cul with praver and pirnDe, without Sad 
^ thoughts of sympathy for the fate of the lad moinuch of Ireland 
perchance grave thoughts likevvwMiver the destiny of a peopu 
IRwbp, on that grave of native monarch), independence, and ’ 
^Rationality, have as yet written no 1 in -1 rto \m. ' * ;*L ; ' ; 

'^yV.’Bxactly ten months after the N< n tnaiw took possession of Dublin, y p N 
^AEjpg- Dermot/* by whom a trembling sod was made of all Ireland, k/‘; 
Sind of an insufferable and unknown disease -for lie became putrid , 
wRl^living—w'tthout a will, withuiit penance, without the "body' - l voy 
r .dfArist, without unction, as Ins evil deeds deserved.” 

mediately the Karl of Pembroke a-siimed 'the title of lungof^ko-^ 
Xe-inster In right of his wife Kva. Whereupon Henry of Englandd^X 
lx grew alarmed at the independence of his nobility, and hastenefRkg£ 
to assert his claims as lord paramount. To his remonstranchdjpfft 
N \%k^gbow answered, What I won was with the sword; what 
yk RR.gfvefi me 1 giv e vou.” An agi cement was then made by 

■ I#>w retained Dublin, while Henrv appointed what nQb{ft$%s|S 
|O80 over the other provinces of Leinster. . • 

&th$,Rr8t Norman monarch ^ftded atnpttgst 

KiV ^ r of OHol^r, U72,,jfiGre9istanc^Wa$q^R^^^^| 


t' 




oVenbtow, that , 

^pSHS^’tO’^ft foreign prince who W^ been in some 
fgp^ve&r.. Calmly,^ m a sfctte pugeant/Henry proceejj^y| ^^^ ^, 
^pS^otd to Dublin; hia route lay onlv through the 
^J^tsL&h possessions, now the property of the Countess Eva 
S&VWtiQ fear therefore of opposition 


On reaching the citra 


f|&d8^d a royal palace to be built, very cunousp contnye^M^^|, 
^hfeihoth wattels, after the mafin^r of the country, and thefe, 
hinge and princes of Ireland, did keep Christmas with 
|l$oWmnity," on the very spot whferc/ now stands St. AndiWj|Sjgj; 
^Church. * _ , 

®^-Ktilg Ilenxv remained six months in Irelund, the longest 
^iyhicli ft foreign monarch has ever passed amongst us, and~ aPr|S|S§G|| 
yif ^hafc time he never thought of tightinga battle with the Irish/ 'AlS18j|| 
flvjjpt, the whole result ctl Norman victories was the downfall of 
^'Ptmes, in which object the Irish luid gladly assisted, Strotigb$^|jS|| 
|> and Eva reigned peacefully in our capital. Henry pkeai#^ 
’ai'i' 1 governors ove* the other Danish cities, and in order that 
l^frotn which the Dunes v had been expelled, might be repoopled^i^^^^^^ 
fumade a present of our fair city to the good people of Bristol. 

5^; - Accordingly a colony from that town, fumed for deficiencyip^^^ 
’£■; peiional attractions, came over and settled here; but thirty 
yy-.after, the Trish, whose instincts of beauty were no doubt 
CirW’the rising generation of Bristolians,’’poured down 
ft tWiekl ow hills upon the ^ill-favoured colony, and made a 
finding of them by a general massacre. T i 

In a tit of penitence, al^o, for the murdereeb A Becket, 
hr ^atlDded the Abbey of Thomas Court, from which Thomarf 
if-9 name, and then the excommunicated king 
|jfe|yela«d, leaving it unchanged, save that Henry the Normal} 

possessions of Torkil' the Dane, and Dublin, from a Danifth;;^ 
f||ftecottie a Norman city. Fi\e hundred years more had t<T£l 
|§£§before English jurisdiction extended beyond the auciertt 
bale, and a Cromwell or a William of Nassau M r as needed 
Conquest of Ireland, as well us for the redemption of Eng 
Sfctbingcan be more absurd than to talk of a f>axon COttqu 
The Saxons, an ignorant, rude, inferior race,«fti$jT 
Sjptt ififtintftin their ascendency in England. They (ell be$V$; 
power, intelligence, and ability of the Norman; 

Ireland that fell to the first Norman nobles Vi 
gained by battles, but by the intermarriage <3§|r 
P^^^fejt^^odiwgbterajfff Irish kings. Hence it 
" Nqrnan nobler early set up 








-present reiguing family 6f England claim , 

the throne. Through two lines, therefore, our Mcjat .^aoic^^fe;/ 
^■‘jHaiesty can trace back her pedigree to Eva the Irish prince$o 
§-%&i Joan? whose portions were AVexford, married Lord Valhnt^TOri , ‘ 
-V? ^alf-brother to King Henry the Third, and the male line 
yrihilVo inheritance was divided between two daughters, from 

the Talbots, Earls of Shrewsbury, inherit their AVexfo^^wVri 
Restates. . _ - 

hV'^h Prom Sybil, the youngest, who married the Lari of Ferrara 

Derby, descended the Earls of \A inch :ster, the Lords Mortih^Eo^^^ 
^riytmd other noble races o She had seven daughters, wlio all marrl§oT 
ri + ’ ,'hforman lords, so that scarcely a family could be named of thd ty/yd 
sjjyy-high and. ancient English nobility, whose wealth has not. 
yrfhipcreased by the estates of lava, the daughter of King 1 jetmotf 
■K'-SUpi thus it came to pits* that I^einster fell by marriage and k in^ i; o^\ 
fy’-jheritance, not by conquest, into the possession pf the^ great" 
ri3‘ Norman families, who, of course, acknowledged the King of g ^,/f 
England as tlu<ir sovereign ; and the English monarclis assn mod. 
y'yritbeneeforth thetfitle of Lords of Ireland—a claim which they.^-^t 
E ' -afterwards enforced over the whole country. *• < 

jV'V* ^ The destiny of the descendants of De Lacy and King Roderick*® 

’ ^daughter waa equally remarkable They had two sons, Hugh ahd^£»^ 
y y,.‘Walter, who, Indore they were twenty-gne, threw off LnglisE^^cK 
L ■ * allegiance, and set up a^ independent princes. To avoid the wrath, 'Frit- 
i Jr ‘ of King John they tbsl to France, and took refuge in an abbey^;|^ 
y* where, disguised as menials, the two \oung noblemen found ent**; W. ,J y 
\ y'ployment in garden-digging, preparing mud and bricks, iwd^/r^^ 
similar work. Jty some chance the abbot suspected the disgui^,k/V 
'/■>- and finally detected tin* princes in the supposed peasants, 

^vf’yged his knowledge of their secret to obtain their pardon from 
John, and Hugh T)e Lacy was created Earl of LInfer. lie 
I'ri ^only daughter, his sole heir. She married a De Burgho, whO^kfeyfr 
l^rigkt of bis wife, became Earl of Ulster, and from therfi depcend^^fe 
^SjjEUen, wife of Robert Bruce, King of Scotland. It is singula,r^^| 
the mother of Robert Bruce should have been 


Eva, and his wife from King Roderick's daughter, 
E^^tftanddaughter of Robert Bruce, the Princess Margery, 

H igh Steward of Scotland, ami through her the 
the crown. From thence it is easy to trace bO^tlpl&’gyri, 
fyfodd of the three kingdoms meet in the reigning fjtfpi 
i&JfcjjtE Another descendant of the Earls of Ulster (ah- 
married Lionel, Duke of Clarence^ 

™ij y .die third, who, in the right of his wije^becatu^-^^^ 
fflp|^.txud:gf;Goiinaugbt r and these titles figpfly. 
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*$&’ -;/.■■ ' ' " CV”-CAV ' AA-,%'s 

t^ 4'‘ lintul -heiress of their rights, is **-*“ ^ 


t^* 011 ^ anf ^ handsome race of Norman Irish, that claimed’/ Cj-V 
mde^c^t from these intermurrnunv, were the nobles, of whom, it *C ^ 
Vd, “They were more Irish than tlie Irish themselyeaA a h 
imposition t<y become independent of England was contftahtljA ‘ 
■Gated in them. Iliey puhliclv asserted their rights, re- + A ; 
ied the ^English dress and language, and adopted Irish names** A* 

Sir Eliek Jluiko, ancestor of Eoid ('lunricarde, betaine Vc 
William Oughter (or-upper), and Sir Edmond Albanagh, " 

Jftfg^nitor of the Eail Qt Mu\o. became illiam Tighter (or ,- 

Diehard, son of the Earl of Norfolk, and grandson o( * A 
Ar yBEa^set up a claim to lie independent Emu of Leinster, and was 
C^Ahtinf by tlie English. A\A ha\e seen that Walter and Hugh IV-v A : 

grandsons of Dodorick, w ere m opei^reEdlion against King i" V 
AgA^bbn. A hundred }yars fitter, two of the same race, named. ' 

■'y.A'Walter 1 and Hugh likewise, were proclaimed traitors for aiding h A 
V'A the army of Dofiert Bruee, who claimed tlie crown#of Ireland for j 

J«Vf* bis brother Edward, ajd the two J>e Him* were found dead by - V 

AAC the side of Edward Bruce at the areal liattle of Dundalk, where - v 

,- ct \ v the Scotch force,'n w T ere (O erthlhw IJ. , > 

A<-< * Once, even the Geraldines and tlie Fitzmaurices took prisoner " < 
‘A ■ ythe Justin ary of Dublin, as the Ei ad-Lieutenant of that day was A*-- 
4 Anamed. Meamvhile tin* Irish princes of the AAA^t retained"their 
Aw independence; sometimes at feud, sometimes in ami tv with th& -A' 

, English of the Eastern coast. We read that “the English off '? t 
a 4 -Dublin iavited Hugh, Kmg of Connaught, to a conference, and %Y* 
A ( y-y)^gaii to deal treucheromdy with him; hut A\ llliam MareschalV A, 
^vAhis friend, coniing m witli Ins lmvcs, rescued him, in despite of' ! " 

;. r ^fe^bb English, from the middle of the Court, and escorted him to 
'IA . Oohnaught. Doth races w r ere equally a\ erst* to the domination .V 
‘Hhe Englidi crown. Tlie Geraldines and Butlers, tho De ^A' 
os and De Lams, were as- intractable as the O’Connors of r ’A? 
mnaught, or the O'Neils of Tyrone; e\en more so. The Great ‘ AT 



Af^Neil submitted to Elizabeth hut two hundred years later th&N AJ’S 
1 TA.Qeraldines had still to add the name of another martyr fotrV AT 
^d!ff4iB^rtv to the rrdl of their illustrious ancestors. ‘ ' 

^A? r ^ uent] y r b e Normans fought amongst themselves as fiorcelV'Af$| 
p A A#, if opposed to the Indi. The Earl of Ulster, a Do 
Aj^^nie who is recorded to have given-the first enterf ai 
' Lastle, took Ins kinsman, A\ glter Burke, prisoner, >Jt 

starved to death in his own castle p a tragedy wfiij ’ 
gift have been made as memorable as that of Ugolino ittV 
bad there? been a Dante in Ireland to'recoil 
A&Ct the km?mdn of AValter Burk 
'Day; as by.wflJS knee 

Isw.’fcSAiJfil'fcv'f ^ ^W0?d y' 
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Monurufte* for. Ireland t}i at'her Irish; 
m< ^ *h at fier ;Norman lords show 
rofectioi* of reactance to the crown. * Eight hiindre '" 
Saxons °f England peaceably settled down wi„ 
to form <?ne nation, with interests and objects fdeS| 

' Norman Conquerors, bettor fitted, perhaps, for rule^'.k™ 
other existing in Europe, established at once a 
4iy^ , ff >]P J us government in England. The Kings, as indWi#ffl 
have been weak or tyrannous, but there was a umt^B 
fUrpo.se, a sense of justice, and a vigour of will existing ft ,4$ 
^^•■rpling class that brorght the ruled speedily under the order M 
^discifhn^of laws. Not a century and a half had elapsed fttSJ 
' TT ; fh e Conquest before Magna Charta and representation by Pa# 
e ]l ament sccur ^ the liberty of the people .against the capric^sl 
: ^£>y VT d ^ : aD( ^ the Nornikn temperament which united in a sfttfpl&E 
‘.TTv, wp* 6 the instiucts of loyalty 'with the lave of freedom, 

hereditary^ national characteristic of Englishmen., 

” Tv* ^ reland neven at any time, comprehended the word nationally 
4T-* F f m °* . olc ! ‘it was broken up into fra|pients, ruled by chj«fi£ 
• -4T' w 'i°se principal aim was mutual destruction. There wad'Tl$ 
^ TV tinity, therefore no strength. ( * •, -r p 

-y JlT, ■ If, at the time of lhe Norman invasion, a king of the race Kjtfl 
llere fts in England, the Irish would gradually hiy^ 
*'S^ - become a natioy under one ruler, in place 9 f being an aggregate 
warriu £ ^ihes; but for want of this chief corner-sfon^Bp 
. raa11 n °h les themselves became but isolated chiefs^neWpatep 
kings added to the old—each for himself, none for thfcoriteffl 
TM contrar y t0 all natural laws that the proud Irish prino#j 
^h the traditions of their race going back two thousand ym$$ 
ifff i should at once sqrve with love and loyalty a foreign king, wh r ™ 
they never saw and from whom they derived no 
^ Ue * twa9 that -five hundred years elapsed, from 
MX to William of Nassau, before Ireland was final! 
listed in her subordinate position to the English crown., 
Meanwhile the Danish Dublin was fast rising^nto ftSporjfc# 
Norman city, the capital of the English pale. " Wft 
JMt circle the English laws, language, manners ancf religion" 
Implicitly adopts!; without, there was a fierce, warlike, po 
dty the ancient lords of the soil, hut with them the cith 
bad no affinity; and the object *of the Engliete; 

^TV flio ttc-A Wtr>aa‘(i» rlof A . .... 


?eep tjie two racesige distinct as possible, Amomrek 
»&4*ffldU|g to obliterate any feel ihg of fciadr&E* 
bSM/ the Inhabitants of the pale were 

delved from everything which:#! + 

.to.wtfr&ijp ' ^ 







&>' sWtlt, baker, mason ; and of: tolOurs*~tbo, blSd/' 
Owns, and greens, which in Dublin so copi<m’ 4 & 
* 8 Tand °bl historic "names of the provinces. Detyr-f 
on annihilating, the picturesque, at least in the 'W 
^st th,e outward symbol might be taken for an inward.' 
3 long Mowing hair and graceful mantle, after the Irish 
•re forbidden to be worn within the pale. , j 

w** the Irish language tolerated within the English” 
b for w • ich lIolin^sliH(l gives good reason, after thi^ 
And here/* jig says, “some snappish carpers wiljo 
nib me for debusing the Irish language, but my short* 
mdetli only to this drift, that it is not expedient that' 
>ngue should he so universally gagled in the English 
? r , ere ^ ie c ‘ (JUlltr y 1S Mibdued, there the inhabitaitis 
ru h‘d by the same laws that tin*Conqueror is governed/ 
? 4 P^' the 8amp fayhi(jn "* attire with which the victor Is vested, 
^ ea b the same language which the victor purleth ; and if 
0t theye lack ’ doubtless tbe conquest limpeth/ 1 The En^V 
yll|h tongue, however; seems to have been held in utter contempt 
h y}}l* Insh a11 ^ the pale. After the submission’ 
^tbe Great 0 Neil, the last who held the title uf king in Ireland,: 
^/p/ ; ^bdch be exchanged for that of Earl uf Throne, a mark and’ 
.J* „ bis al b J gmnce to Ahieen Elizabeth, “One demanded ; 

lSa ) s Ibjlingshbd, “ vby O’Neil would not frame him-' 
to sneak Endian V ‘ Wlmt ’ ii., _ _ 


“iV 7 ■ A hr > y‘v 'voiua not rrarae mm- 

s P ea v ybiglisn i ‘ W hat, quoth the other in a rage,, 
.Tjthinkest thou it standeth witli O’Neil his honour to writhe hi* 
^g$opth imclattering English 

t 4 ^^ r6garJed re bgi 0I h the English commanded the most implicit 
t0 1 >u l )e » l »ider as strict and expend ties as, fiver 
years later, they enacted against those who acknowledged^ 
^^^^authority. One prowsion of the ancient oath imposed updQ- ; 
^^@f- £ hbjugated Irish was—“ You acknowledge yourself to 

ther b'hurch of Home, now professed by all Christian*^; 
that the Irish of that era little heeded papal or priestlyV 
wiay ^e inferred from the fact that, during the wars q£ r 
Etuc^, the English complained that their Irish auxiliaries^ 
ex bauat.ing than the, Scots, as they ate meat aU/tbp 
^ Lent; and it is recorded, that in 1133, whence Leinshff 
i r086 a ^ nyt tbe English, “ they set fire to everyth 

and burned the church of Dunleary, with eig^rol 
alld ,even when the prieSt in his sacred vestm&mS 

^ /SAttlT tiatfr itJti (T t Vi a TIn«f in Vic tnvulr, . .. O , 1 


' ' ’ A V T . 111 ^ wucreu veatmei 

the ii08t m kls bawds, tried to get out. they'd# 
^S&j|^tyith.fheir spears and burned him.. Eot'thiVthev 

CnVfVt Vitro Pnnnl T3nll „„_. . 


* J V I-uim,- A Ut VIU»14«V 

by a royal Bull, hnd the country’wa^ put; 
feP ut t bey despised tfcbse things, and* 




•’h^e.'" " ■■■ '" . ' .• ,:,.-;iara 

— energetic ttn$ Organizing spirit of the Norraarw 
;■'■fiWdenced by better deeds than those we haye-nam<$V:d‘ 

V ' i* w w ^ r * J established tin Dublin, a mayor aiid eorpt 

instituted, and Parliaments were convened after the Etfffl^Y^'' 
jb; W ithin fifty years after the Norman settlement, tW’^ 

■ iardly pile of Dublin Cattle rose upon the site of the old Danish \*y 
: ’ fortress, built, indeed, to overawe the Irish, as William the OorW ' 

■- '<l ue ^r built the Tower of London to overawe the English; [ 

*■ jfty Norman hands, the lir.'-t regal residence,,was given to our^i' 
metropolis. St. Patricks Cathedral wmfc next erected bv thewN - 
colonists, and gradual!} our fair citv rose into beaut v and imp6r«^ " K 
tance through Norman wealth and Norman skill. From hemj^yN' ; 
forth, the whole mteo^t of Irish history centres in the chibf city; >. ■ 
of the pale, and the history of Dublin becomes tre history of\.|o * 
English rule in Ireland. For centuries its position was thAt of- a s ' ‘ r 
besieged city in the muLt of u hostile country; for centuries Itf'e 
resisted tlie whole force of the native race; and finally triumph-*' ' 
antly crushed, annihilated, and revenged everv effort made for 
Irish independence. ■ . , , 

In truth, Dublin L a right ro\al city, and never fails inTevor- i 
ential respect towards her Fnglish mother. ■ ' N 

Many great names are asxnuated with the attempt to write ti 
history of Dublin, I he work m all ages was laborious; there 11 ' 1 
- were no printed books to con ml t, and the records of Ireland, N 
Hooker complains three hundred years ago, l “ were verie slenderlievf 1 
v rtnd disordeilie kept \\ lnt<djws work, though it employedtwo 1 * vi 
editors ten hours a day for ten veins, yet goes no farther than a * 
description of the public buildings; but the object of Mr, 

Gilbert 6 history is dislinct from all that premies it. It s " * 

, frotn the decaying streets and bouses that he disentombs gteaff§^V - 
memories, great fragments of past life. If is not a mere-reegtd 1 ‘iv, 
Ionic pillars, ( orintlnan capitals, or Doric pediments he i 

ua. \\ hit el aw ha.-' supplied whole catalogues of these; bTt#Sd.i -' 
.records of the human life, that lias throbbed through the ancifef&T'g '! 

■ dwellings of our city century after century ; of tke vicissitudes 
' 'families, to lie read in their ruined mansions; of the vast poIitieftKVw 
^verits which in some room, m some house, on some particu&/| /5 , 
^ght ?< branded the stigmata deeper on the country; or 

audios of great, hopes crushed, young blood shed, victims bote-N ■ ' 
sacrificed; which have made some street, some house. 

^Jftjunber, for ever sacred. - , 

labours of such an undertaking are manifest; yef 
appreciate them fully who has not known what 
^ wee^S, months buried in decaying parchments, 

%: ytQm~£zten records, duetv deeds and loa^eicatfj 

£fact, ot searching for acme'link nr-" •**■**»« 

aiomt tt truth* 
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SrM 4 --^ ‘ ■• "!•' « :v.^ T,% 

'-/-; • ,>? lR iWt'ClfiNT x;'^- 

ls,:.' :i - ’ • ‘ '■’- Ao., 1 

%% rt [ e11 * u f tljat twine hundred statutes and enact-' 
of .tl,e Anglo-Irish Parliament still remain mmuWiS':' 
|lhese and sncWfce decayed and decSZSiS”-’ 
fenf records which have become almost hieroglvubics to the 
brt age, be ha, gathered the hfe-historv of fnTc “nt ci J ’ ’ 

]as jnade the stones to speak, and evoked the shadows 0 f the : 

^ to fill up the outline of a great historical picture, ^ 

-rnld^h ” " 01 A' J ™ rs production of such a work 5 . 

erlhed be thTfw*7 I ll "* “ m ' leut tw,rds W,U Pwb.ibly haw 
»t&r¥ill I,,,v f 11 ‘/’"T' r " u "' 1 " llicl h the curious may yet; 

wwsiLT- •' f ,' lUt ' n 0 n "‘ K r '"md; and the ancient race who 
lS^wheji m thou- hearts (he legends of the past with the fidnlitv 
»,«,* the fervour of bards, will had alLoat ,aS S 

Mthe abiltlVTf"' lh " rrf " r " , . lu h ml mo a historian endow*!'-• 
irit ,f , {’ , ; llrr " 0 ' u ' ,lU ' r,u 7 nidus,rv, the untiring A 

niaiLviuns fa]], or nicos vanish * ' . 

bv !r :iny, r and ^^^«d ■ 

. 6 d olJ ' s(l ^t>,oiico tin- proudest, now the meanest of nnr - 

' viUi u ° f ***«. mi ■ 

^ - 

Vof HmlW'is'^^whn V 

?W i mft ] us wt ‘ I<)ok ’ und *itli hearts as ro>ponsive to - ' ' *' 
ftoe, Ovehttess, upon emerald plains, the winding rivU . 
drapened m violof Jin d t)ui niimilt ** nm > ; 

indar-riven, half veiled |,j the foam of the waterfa'll'hnd' the' ' ' s 

rnal oc-eun enarelin'r-all • scviihs wIioim r i ./a - ,an , < 

56, and the mountain and' the ocean Sre sUl’l, as of old. die mag- "-f 
Cent heritage ut beauty conferred „ n our metropolis. ’ S f 4 

•Normans, those great civilizers of the westeTworld> 
Bd energetic organizers, temple and tower builders it 

Itfof the eii,in1 cap , ital ; the chief citT * 

%md At u”? ^e' r udamentalraetftpoUs#|^.''': 

^^^Uioca.tle, us nebulpe round a. central 
!k««i?*oiut ft radiated westwawfand southward; the Q'tiijfog:' r 
JB* 9 0 » Dn °f 8 on tfa 9 wes^the O’Neils on 'tthfroriH 


l 




"■* 




fc»saer» wi the- tlasiiife 

' seven ‘hundred years of its existence, no Iri'sHmtro 
*jh$% $jl6e has ever held rule for a single hour. ^ '. . V, 


What a history it has of tragedies tod sip]Odours £ 

^v&'^nd discrowned monarchs flit across the scene,pnd tragic 

likewise, may be recorded of many ji viceroy ! Piers Grav$$pj® 
Lmfft-I j ie utenan t of King Edward, murdered; Itoger HortiflioS® 
The Gentle Mortimer'’—hanged at Tyburn; the Lord/DqjpjQ^ 
^ p${ King Bichard It. murdered by the O’Bmns; whereupap tbjjre 
|ff- King came over to avenge his death, just a jtear hefor.o h& 

was so ruthlessly murdered at Pomfret Castle, Tw# vicei$y^ 
of the plague; how many more were plagued to deftly* 
history leaves .unrecorded ; one was beheaded at Dt^rlieda} tiSlt^P 
vtere beheaded on Tower Hill. Amongst the names of illust^|t|$^ 
&V ; V Dublin rulers may be found those of Prince John, the boy .DopVfjj^ 
Jr 'A Of thirteen ; Prince Lionel, son of Toward III,, Who claimed 


- in right of Ids wife, and assumed the title of Clarence from haVUi 

A*;/' conquered it from the O’Briens. ^ 

- The great Oliver Cromwell was the Lord-Liauteuantf of, 
t Parliament, and he in turn appointed his son Ilenry to suo 
>/V' him. Dire are the memories connected with Cromwell’s 
yG'd here, both to his own party and to Ireland. Ireton died 
y/l plague after the siege of Limerick; ^General Jones died 

~ plague after the surrender of Dungarvon; ft thousand of 
*■ ^ well’s men died of the plague before Waterford. The cilraj 
b?. h ^ in its effect upon English constitutions, seems to be the 
, ’Nemesis of Ireland's wrongs. 

'<f\’;S L ■ Strange scenes, dark, secret, and cruel, have been ena 
tijd gloomy pile. No one has told the full story yet. It 
! H '^vfcrRatclifTe romance of dungeons and treacheries, of swift 

slow murder, God and St. Mary were invoked in vaiu'fqjf 
Irish prince or chieftain that was caught in that N# 
v jSV jbrtronghold; but that wae*in the old time—long, long ag& 

Vthe cattle courts are crowded only with loyal f\pd gourtly C 
jpdh ered to pay homage to the illustrious succes 
^Ijjjcsroys. , . _ 

b^The strangest scene, perhaps, in the annals of vice-ro 
phSn Lorfl Thomas Fitzgerald (Silken Thomas), son $j 
^Kildare, and Lord-Lieutenant in his father’s absencb;’ 
^'ier^^or Irish independence. He rode through th&\ Cjijr 
i^tfcrfcore horsemen, in shirts of mail and silken fringe* 1 J 
thename Silken Thomas), to St * 
the council chamber, he flung/ 

> the jAble/ and bade ^defiance tot. t i 
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%Wed and[quartered at Dubfin.' 'By 
^ ot ald against. Dublin Castle ever succeeded ; ■t-btumh 1 " 
,P 6 T a,e f 10 ", °f , th “ f °reipTi /ortresg was the*paraijionnte& 
-all Irish rebel leaders. Dus was the object with Lord-J 
■gmmTd and,bis Catholics, with Lord .Edward Fitzgerald ahf'-1 
olicans(, with Emmet and his enthusiasts, with Smith " : -- 
ftn< 118 natlona l‘sts—jet they all failed. Once ‘Only ‘O 
^mag'seven centunes, the preen flap waved over Dublin Castfe/i- 
mthfhe motto- N ow on N kvku ! Now ani. foe Evbb 1” It *■ 
l yrconnel held it Tor King Janies. 

mlcl?!i anC1 'i" t StAjr , iny , tlme8 ^ Nr,rman nfle, the nobility natu-j-i 
rowy|fathe r ed round the Castle. Skinner’s Row was the “ MayV 

fed me(i»val Dublin Hoey’s Court, Castle SttAt, Cook^ 
Bn, 1 " 16 street Bridge Street, Wjrburgk Street, Hirrt-7 
Ie », Bwk La.lie, Ke., were the fasbionahleiocalit- V 

t d t by p1 ?, 3 anJ ^•‘.rps.ehaudeUowana judges; 
fetr , eet w «« the grand prado whore viceregal pomp andf-i 
^iraian pride were oftenest exhibited. A Imndred years ago tha.^’’ 
Ei3fim-ljlftntfinn.nl-. wna antertn;,-,, .,! „ l... n i t i*\r “ . ■>h- 


^ iwujurftu years ago tiift. ■ 

»M--Lieutenan.t was entertained at a ball by Lord’ Mount joy hC* 
IgsqkLaue. Skinner s Row was distinguished’ by the residence of tel 
jrf ^? at race of , the Geraldines, called “ Oarbrie House,” which- 
them passed to the Dukes of Ormond, and after many vicis- ■ 
^Kpaes, the palace from which Silken Thomas went forth to civt> S 
IgteOung Jite for Irish independence, fell into decav, “ and omits-# 
stau ^ tlie houses known as 6, 7, and 8 Christ Church#^ 
®?C6y IQ the lower stories of which still exist some of the old 4 
of the Carbrie House. v 

. Skinners Rowalso, two Imndred years ago,'dwelt Sir Robeiriy 

WiSsL; 7c Y0 i r °j P U j111 ’ 10 was kt'igrDted at his own haute"- 

®X the L Lord-Lieutenant, the afterwards unfortunate SinSf. • 0 
^L. I he house has fallen to. ruins, hut the vast property 'con-'/ ,<; 

f?. < 'V- r !i 8 T for llis P ood ser ''t°cs, has descended^# 

S&W Kildare - „ In . ^ m&i 


m ** of skier's row,r;;; h7,;'™r;n 

$S^*hwaysKmt one foot broad. All its glories have vanish^ 
even the name no longer exists, yet"the .remains of reJ^ 
|§sc^ once inhabited by the magnificent GCr&Jdines atM 
jfcpwptuT be traced. * ,, j 5* 

j^Egy stone throughout this ancient, quarter of Duhliu-hasttffi 
Co °k fetretft Lord Maguire Was arrested at'tnhiniphl-'^ 
^.Kumstances very similar to the capture of LordEdwuji 
dt and “to commemorate this capture.in fhe pariaSl 

ft nnrin ftr. fhn <-lO.Vl a-., ult ,t + *j_ 7iW5X 


aaLcufitom, down to the year 1829 , to*oll the' ul 
twelve o’clock onRhe. night oftji# 


XOy f; y>.:». 


lord^ 

wM. 
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" - ' eota/ the Dutch 4 merchant who founded the family tfl 
i‘v K °thers. It was the Merrion Square of the < 

'V 8® Street the rebellion of ’08 was organized at the' 
l? yhver Bond ; and one night Major Swan, led by Reynold* 
V r ^*^ rruer j seized twelve gentlemen there, all of ;Whonkwere 
■ ■, *% hanged as rebels. Castle Street was the focus.of the i 

of 1641; Sir Bhelim 0 Neill and Lord Maguire had tin 
, f ^nces there, and concocted together how io seize the 
V destroy the lords and council* and re-establish Bopen 
\ l an( ^ But a more useful man than either lived there ii 
- . James Ware, whose indefatigable ardour in the cause 
■ . literature caused him to collect, with great trouble and ex 
, vast number of Irish manuscripts, which, after pdfcsing i 
v ' .many vicissitudes, are now deposited in the British Museu 
x Rtcnch family of Latouche came to Castle Street about o 
♦ dred ,years ago, and one of them, in 1778, upheld the si 
1 > credit of the* Government by a loan of i'20,000 to the Lor 
tenant. Fishambio'Street has historical and elasMc m< 
and traditions of Handel consecrate tliis now obscure local 
Handel spent a year in Dublin. IIis “ Messiah ” was cr 
there, and first performed for the benefit of Mercer's II 
. content be was v ith his reception is expressed in a 1 

a friend. “I cannot,’ he says, k ‘sufficiently express tl 
treatment I receive here, but the politeness of this g 
nation cannot be unknown to you.” 
t Dublin Quays are likewise illustrated by great nanr 
Ushers Quay may still be seen the once magniticent Moira 
the princely residence of Lord Moira, afterwards Marquis o 
Governor-General of Tndia. A hundred years ago 
iheHolland House of Dublin, sparkling with nil the wit 
.h ^ 0U D rank, and influence of the metropolis. The de<x 
y were unsurpassed in the kingdom for beauty and grandeui 
yj^Yery windows w r ero inlaid with mother-o'-pearl. 

', t After the Union, the family in disgust <JuiUed Ireland; 
/Arouse was left temmtless fm* some years, and then nnallv w 
for the qse of the pauper poor of *DubIin. The decoratioi 
^ removed, the beautiful gardens turned into officer, the npp 
oftbe edifice was taken off, and the entire building pauper 
^ixiuch as possible to suit its inmates and its title— u The Mon* 
vi#, the'good old times the Lord Mayor treated the Lqw 
/ toning w a new play every Christmas, when the Ottol 
d Mysteries upon the stage in Hoggin Green, where:? 
^japW* st4i5ds, The Mysteries were on 


-tailors h^4 orders to And Pilate and^hji 
tmteherc were to'supply, 

-— iNpaii. 

Imaliiheth# 





uvx> 'A 






, ) '■ vJ ; 1 *%?#£A ;*’ •’ ' -’ ■ * ' ,r i ’ i»A' ^ ”v £ -C ■'. • 

A ^ IfeNT ' •.-'$& 

: i ^‘ftSSSrtf* “ d r pi iwM. »«ii lh , 

;«f.!ii, E “ », iVErs; svsrJ-**^ 

! S3S&S*4r tc jr w ” **& ,o “™ 2* 

£ mitje, lav ex,wJd,o v 1 , ''I’’ w,,ow b ? d A, in P^um- and 

L' 'Vgl$ .hundred veaft. ‘Irish kins^and TT SmW ’ after 8 s,ee P of 
! v . rro.fil,o aisles ' There |{ ',i . ? J Nornwn conquerors have ' 

■^And; thereSlxon^ ^ 1#8t kin * 

J until the middle of the W ceiitnrvMl u N ? COU( l Uero ™> 

h;*t life tomb, if in himalone | were made 

K their strength • there 1 amlie-V <* 01 ^ taI( ’ * ie ( *^^ei3S‘had 

^aken from tMd 7 Kw1?" a ” 

‘ skipped before be „ , /, J « J■ h-w Cromwell wor- 

- Wit in prow beddlwh,^ Stuart 

empire; and there Wdliam f v ' S ] ‘ s i v '. at *ho Bovne for an 
-. vieforv, with ; ^r", T t *" 1 *™ tfi 0<le for «» ? 

■'./^numinous Jliulit. ' ' 11 ‘ K ■ forgotten by James in bis 

-itigue; this too ^ m- i J i A h Chmdl m the English 
- v fuKw-"ilhi 'andt.wlSt :: M • Unl ' n,J i f r r tPU the 

. •’ todentedifice. «h.*re the funeral orhiC&rS death o? lw- 

:, ^luTth^iETith 1 'S i' h !'\ rmi * Ireland 

,vOromwell)” (W ^ i ' [ Us "* tllPir J ™hih (Oliver 

:ifc=sLi;,;:iSSS 5 F^ 

. SMobn Stevenson was the first , 

?. the Undulations so beautiful in p J* „UJ * 
■ ft>e accident of excavation • When sV . o te 

SSRh-H ™ • ‘ 4 SW 3 &tBZ«« 

Square wasa bowline aiW 





WUhVTiv# 

; tb$ north side. ^ < vv W 

: f' ^ave told ixa of Dublin in later tlnt&, 

^ j en ^ ^ u ^ re< ^ ^ or ^ s and two handred comniopt 
an<i enlivened our city with r their wealth andmagni* 
’ ^ tJ)en at the summit of its glory; but when th< 

‘Sold their parliament to England, and the Lords ahd 
\?%^v^ 0Da vanished, and their mansions became hospitals and 
ai ‘ ri ali wealth, power, influence, anG mngnificeiio* 
J Wf ^5^** f ,? tlie love<i mot -her country, then the “ City 
Water^ sank into very pitiable insignificance. XhV 
Borman 6 P mt of independence was broken at last, and tfttfi 
A ^^ojreat principle to replace it. ’Having no large symp 
;V' ; w ! th the lnsh natl tm, no idea of country, nationality; o 
^A; -^her gTand word by which is expressed the resolfb of eelf-t 
;. Aytoen to bo self-governed, the colonists became petty, paltr 
■A hsh in airp ; imitative in manners and feelings; apatnetic 
: W; j antagonistic to all up tional advance; bound to England by 
^ ear an d servile hope; content so as they could rest undi 
Xv-\great shadow, secure from the mysterious horrors of Popery 
//AA^ed m the blaming of a church establishment, and allov 
AA w. tahip even the shadow of ti^nsoendent. Majesty. ^Thei) 
? vi E ? ^hition was satisfied and happy ; for there is no word 
' fi M^-vely ebhorrent, so invincibly opposed to all the preii 
S > . °* Dublin society, as patriotism. 

f ; 4 Fromnde cursory glance over the antecedents of our metr^ 
A ™ use Df her ant i-Irish ism is plainly deducible from the 
?A ; that a 1 H 0 e P° ch , was Dublin an IrM city. The inhabitant 
hA *• bonded race, descended of Danes, Normans, 8 axon settle# 
mongrel Irish. The country of their a%tions is England, ’i 
110 °. ther ^fher. With this proud old pri**J 
of the aTlclent Irish race they have no more affinity the 
• Mr. Macaulays illustration) the English of CaleutteMf 
, ^ nation of Hindustan, and from this colonial position 
.v^D«blin idiosyncrasy of character has resulted; which mM 
distinct m feeliDg from the rest of Ireland. ‘ Hi$ 

^ ^ Meanwhile the destiny of the ancient race is workigfr^ 
pappine^ or prosperity, but in stem, severe discipftnA 
3 ged and unchangeable they remain, so far as change ( 4 # 
jmmm arising from within. “Two thousand, Har&j 
hate passed over the hovel of the Irish peaiaiifc Ij$£j 
the first light of Hwtory 

^i Wofont and dr&inv, patient? 

J^nattcal jia Bomeea, implacable as A&jfe 
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^a;v'Q#.4NCIENT -&7 

*&-xaa ' '■ ; ' ’ lv - 

Mavjug to be ruled, with veneration iir^cesV; ready to 
^martyrs for a creed, a party, or the idol of’the. hour,, hut - 
Oje of extending their sympathies beyond the family or the - 
content wij^h the lowest place in Europe : stationary ataid 
m ^ssion ; isolated from the -European family; without power*. • 
^Muence; lazily resting in the past while the nations ar#. 
_ pfe l^ng m the present for the future. ^Children of the ocean, J‘ 
i&$£H ^ Vj ^ ou . t ' amerce; idle by thousands, yet without taaMK-' 

|res; gifted rIt quick intellect and passionate hearts, yeti. A, 
fite^ture and art die ou* amongst, them for want of aid orG^ 


■ u . n . . * ; X ' JX v-vuul. ui tuu 

ym|)athy , without, definite aims, without energy or the earnest- " ,1 
ie$®which is the vital lif»» »>f liMr.ii/*. On-a to _ v. ’ ' 


which is the vital life of heroic deeds; darlr and blind through 
gfP^jpdiCe and ignorance, they can neither resist nobly nor endured' 
v;^8^7debating in bondage, yet their epileptic fits of liberty ftfe/E 
^y^hraed only by w ild excesses, and end onl)*in sullen despair. ■ ■ 

^ ^ oot-in the providence of find that the fine elements ' > 
^rhumanity hi such a people should still continue to waste and-/ 
e^tagnate during centuries of inaction, while noblm countries aadt’’ 1 
t .M?urtful lands, lying silent since creation, w T efe waiting the de^tinpd ■ 
g^Oflersand workers, who, by the sweat of the brow, shall change 
%|fc§em to liung empires. t ; / 

>%u ; ?Vo terrible calamities fell upon Ireland—famine and pestilence pfC 
^nd by these two dread ministers of God’s great purposes, ihihi 
iJhsh r&ce were uprooted and driven fortli to fulfil their appointed, 

^ r $3Sticy. _ A million of our people emigrated; a million of our*'-? 
'^people died under these judgments of God. Seventeen million?-.;^ 
^T° rt h of property passed from time-honoured names into the; * 
of strangers. The echoes of the old tongue—call it ££» 
S^fehsgzan, Ehcemcian,,Celtic, Irish, what you will,still the oldest 
^jEEurope, is dying out at last along the stony plains of Maio^ 
.the w r ild sea-cliffs*of the storm-rent western shore. Scarcely,' 1 -^ 
P^-tniliion and a halt are h*ft of people too old to emigrate, amidst^AO 
§gWJ*«s cabins and ruined villages, who speak that language 

COnbscation, or death, w r ae the final fate written pm the pftg&v 
^wAi s vpry for tfie much-enduripg children of Ireland. One day A;- 
Aey may reassert themselves in the new wmrld, or in other landedH r > 
r ^faya;with its skies of beauty and its pavement of gold, may ^o 
4 ’yjven to them as America to the Saxon, hut how low must? 
^iion.have fallen at home when even famine and plague come * 
coined as the Jevers of progression and social eleva J 
Wer;:,pdse nurpose of God’s providence lies, no doublet 

M^.side^hut we have not yet turned the leaf. ' $> ,,% 
race who, thousands of years, ago, left the'era 
him, to the ocean, are.nbw flung oh tW ' 
arhto hcgia’opce more their dertio^d’^ 

^'^Israelites! oidd^ey, 

. 
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« f rift of'autumn 'fet^ 

.,. ae .y* pj«p.Mi.ij»pHwdii 6 sea - was 

' >"*rK U I0 o7WumanTtv-a JeSuy 'oft Ttf T, 

* 4 0f old the kings fit, Tara sat 1 1 rt ,7^ ftnd unrest.. '• 
w f st: *«« it a symbol or a prorhj, v 0^1 ^ i ' H,r face8 t0 t! » 
when from every hill lit Ireium/eould bl wnlll." * 

The remnant of our poop jo 

Sweeping westward, wiliUmU.gui 
Like he cJ" , 1( t. rat . fc of a ttm ’ 

Like the withered leaies of autumn.” 

like a portal the Inn.l **fthVo'ilL-hth!^("'otaius bar- 
Ocean to the great desolate world ,,f\ ‘‘glandsof (heSbuthera 
the lost, home of their fathers , 1 ' ^ T )tin h r <* if ‘ W 

the earth—still onward^ fl't s', " t l"T ,n " k ? lh( ' «rcuit of- 
haustible race which has r ] t , ar ,,j ''"Tp life-that inex- j 

Cities ami made all th? railroads of he s , t" Ca,mJ l a ' ‘J>« 
the rH plains of the Crimea mere,. thousands to 1 ': 

tralia—the race wlU dt ’nv rrnn »nd peopled A|A- 

all civiluation, though they h'nvetmsrV !J“° '"strimients^ 
Yet we cannot heheve L , i f- lt * benefits. 

V >Tk a “-l faher without the U!n V'Zr ^ , ? r .°S 9r ^ 
element as no,vssnn to Immunity as 'ao' , V'''^ ^V' 10 C ^0 - 

ffre.ss. It is the subtle, Mnritual tin h f * r 111 lnmian prtiC-. 
the ruder elav of other races Wttrins ,ln 'l permeate* 

netic impulses to growth and rnypansion'”" 1 TlVld ’ “ nd “"S* 

s str fr,,m * «« - 

World-movers, Across the breadl, ,f ""l,*" ttdt* 

.patuons.uscli a greater amla stronger ll V"' ' ^ founij Di>xtr ' ‘‘ 
the certainty „f power “taho 3 , '"t'S" '-'T th, *>’ wi]1 h»V 0 - ; 

But neither change n „ r pn ;^ ’/,Rented_thom afrbome, ' 

, <Je«tmvtlu* electric cliaiiitliMt hi, uJm/] i • li*;™ 1 * ocean wilt*' 

mother in that true Rvmrmtl.v w *ti* 1<ni oVm ^ to their ancient 
hums in the Irish Leart? * ^ CUUn ‘ r * md ^^ip that®* „ 

M new Ireland across the sen^ wit,., i,^ • * . * ■>.- - - 

will Ftillcheriah with .snored A J in A »^nca or in a\j*, '< 
pathetic aon^s, the poetry and ],L° J ° n * 1° Wutifu] leg e ^ * ■ 
tiomot theoU^UovT^frv T? y at ? tJ,e heroi ^#f 
•otHmauitv, with all thriiX } i (,teri,a L w ^ of th^W^ 

i L«,5:,^,; «»'«'--wSki. 

^ Witt the holy 
■Wn« are fdr ever associated with tb* 
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$0 '^V h f re * as * nmi '~ af(, - ,r " lhtI Spirit*..f Clod moved on the 
fT face uf tiw watery ami separated the dry land from the sea”— 
,4\ wn the ]irasent British Wes formed a continuous and integral 
h, 'portion of the European (font.]limit is the jmuved^pimfln of the 
§plfntific. A\ ith that (o>ntlimity ol surface (whether before or 
1 ftftei the glacial period matters not m the present inquiry) there 
( c '' m : we Juum ; ft iiiiiforni dispersion of \cgetable and animal life . 
v 1 j ^ er P 01 ‘^on of tin* qlohe; and .'Wong as this ccymtrv enjoyed 
^, the temperature and donate it now posse^rs, it must haye been 
ai G emeraM land—humid, creen, and fertile, affording pasturage- 
& and provender fop the largest Imrbivorm -the mammoth, elephant^ 
b « nd musk , °x.1hc reindeer, the wild boar, and perhaps even the 
j* ^tnooeros. The primitive races of homed cattle, possibly 

jjT ^ d det'ij and mnhuifit<-^ll\ the largest and noblest of cervine 
|g' ,creatures, the gigantic Irish deer, or ( Vr/v/s mw/acem*, besides the 
R'.^ pig, and smaller mammals, as well as birds and fishes in- 
5 ' numerable, must then have existed here. 

How long that condition of the land known now as Ireland 
l , fisted, what geological revolutions occurred, or what time elapsed 
dotting its continuance, is hut matter of speculation ; but a “ repeal 
" of the uniqn Took place, and Great llritam and Ireland became 
^ the} now uie, and as they are likely to remain, geographically 
*rt Separated, although united m interest as well as government. In 
^ >v all probability the great pine forests, with some of the yews tfofc 

'w V?^ r ai]d ^ rc ^» ^ iad at ^ da time been submerged beneath tli# 

. t ^lowest, strata of our bogs. ' 

!: rt'vtt f®* after (h,s epoch,I believe, tbat. man first set foot upbn 
c of Erin—a country well wooded, abundantly stocked 

r ' and abounding in all nature's blessings suited to the i 

pA “ f r0tn -^ e ^ rees to the Anthropological - Section of 4 {tort 
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well-being o£ fcb& hitman race; owit'h-fo.^a fri it£ ' 

shoresq fish in its seas, lakes atid rivers*. deer and Qthbt gfifn^&t 
. itafoi^afc^glndef;,’oxen on its pastures, fuel in its,bogs 
"elutaate* although moist and variable* on- the whole. t mild' ; fendV^. 
^mperate, .4, * 

; ~ Let us now go back for a moment and take a glance afcthq.j^iP^ 
: of the world. The sacred writings tell us v and the inveati^ti^t , v 
of historians, antiquarians, and philologists confirm the statemej^vr; >■ 
the cradle of mankind was somewhere bs ’weej the Caspian 
^Sea Hnd the great River Euphrates Without entering 
„ roinitteiy into the subject, I may state briefly that the hutnfity.^V 
^ ; cfamily separated in proc^as of time into three great divisionsxth^rS 
r v African, the Asiatic, and the Indo-European. With the 
’only we have to deal. As population increased, it threw off 
outshoots ; and emigrsion, the great safeguard of society, and 
-ordained means of peopling as well as cultivating and civilbribifc^7 
- the earth, began to impel the races and tribes still farther flqSp.'i' 
farther ftom tie birthplace of humanity, •hut in those days 
• process was somewhat'slower and more gradual than that whic&i®£ 
. Mow sends an Irish family across 8,000 miles of ocean in a week.HsJ^ 
A\ ith but the rudest means of transit, hordes ef the prifljitrffe^ 
luces passed up the hanks of the great mors, the Euphrates, 

Nile, the Volf a, the Dunube, and the Rhone ; while other 
in all likelihood more advanced and cultivated, wandered alorjigStil 
4 be coasts, peopling as they went the northern shores of-tMi'W 
* mediterranean and the Black Sea. * / 

That, ap early and uncult hated people passed up the 
their immigration, aud settled for centuries on ita banks, 
iairope was a tangled wilderness, inhabited by the auroch anj 
gigantic deer, there can lie no manner of doubt; for they bavel^Sli 
memorials of their existence in the unerring and enaurmgfi-j*ftrt^ 
Vtnain* of their sepulchres, their tools, and weapons, 

Black Sea to Switzerland and Savoy. In Switzerland. thispriS^M 
, tive people yeeted for a considerable period, perhaps for 


^ - v 




centuries forming for themselves those peculiar filed Ikcuat 
b&bitatjoiitf on the shows of its picturesque inlana wators, k$ 
/ ;atf 14 f^aulbauten the analogues, and in all probability 
. yjjjjfP&f .the crannoges recently discovered in Ireland ftndlj 
Ltq-which* countries the scattered fragments of iha£ 
^ftU/ oarried this special form of domestic architectural 
luw^t tttrate of implements were deposited beneath the $1$ 
fhoio pfptdbsufcen ; and In some of the fnore ancient ones tSS 
*ii6(HM«re^ose of stone, flint, and pot tery —- th e forrnfaf,jpaj 


manger the ftonh tools 
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and prdbably the result of i^faeion by A superior 
* o/$F5^‘®ftOre cultivated race, is almost certain.' Driven from their 
si’"tomes, they passed down the banks'of- the^Khine and 
and helped to people North-western Europe,•forming' 
those who'arrived coastwise the great nation of the Gaqja 
*/ ‘jP&w ^iR^* His not unlikely that this littoral wave of popula- 
/,named with thepi the metallurgic arts; for we hod m their 
^/dAtoiribs and barrows on the coasts of Spam, France, and Brittany, 

■ ? )r f nze ce ^ i’deiiicnjl in shape with some of those discovered in? 

own country. • * * 

■»yV ptili passing westwards towards the seating 8un,«ome mepibera 
-- -’of 5 this early people stood at length face to face with the white 
;yyy u Gifts of Kent, Impelled by curiosity and the thirst for knowledge,, ,■> 
1 D f lmin's*m]dev f iating enterprise soon sent these hardy people across 
y 1 y dhe narrow strait that dnides Britain*from the continent of 
r . ;!y Europe, centuries hefoie file ships of Tarshish voyaged from Tyre 
i r /''find fcidon to trade with Britain for th£ tin’of Cornwall, to alloy/ 1 
£‘l harden, and beautify into bronze the copper witliwhiok Solomon 
dgV'decorated the temple of Jerusalem. * 

'Jy To the restless Celt the breadth of this new possession was bpt 
y./ ft ’slight impediment to his western progress, and once more he 
looked*upon the blue waters of the salt sea, and bevond them, to 1 ' 
l/if/Jhe green hills of Erin. A plank— a sinfle-piCce canoe—-formed ' 
oat of an oak-tree by lire and a sharp stone, or a wicker curragh 
ij£ \ p COvfered with hides, would soon w r att him from Bortpatrick to, T 
J)onaghadee, or even from Angle-sea to How th. si? 

J Here, then, the story of our race-begins, and the i id mediate 
B^Aoftiect of this inquiry commences. That man, as be first stood on 
island, was in a rude, uncultivated state, without a knowledge 
letters or manufactures—skilled in those arts only 1 by%hiob> 
a nomad hunter and fislier, he supported-life and ministered-to 
simple wants—there can be no manner of dopbt. Clad m the 
skins of animals be slew, which were sewn together with their 
||Ajsinews f> r intestines—his weapons and tools formed of flint, atones 
^.-^thpne, wood • t>r liorn — his personal decoration, shells, amber, 
I^.^C&ttractive* pebbles collected on the beach, or the teeth of animals 

together in a rude necklace, or bound round the wriats&nd * - 
gAyyaniis; and his religion, if any, Pagan, Sun-worship, or .DruidlBtpd 

first,stood, in all probability, on the northeastern shore^St;/ - 


ffv'Erin,- It may be unpalatable to our national vanity to % 

'early colonists of Ireland did not come here clad in purpl^rSjilO 
ftggjld direct- from Phoenicia, in brazen-prowed trhemes, Witjhi^mM 
Mfl^^.compa^ and the quadrant ; or stood foy 

shore# of Hibernia armed cap-d-pied • jn - 
Kinerta sprang frodtithe front of JfoyQ p •' 

trup; tbftt:people 
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No date can be Manned to the period of the first mhabitatio^ 'v :\ 
but as evidence of the primitive condition of the race 
sufficient to state that human bodies clad in deer-skin have been . 
discovered in our bogs; that flint weapons lh abundance have ■, 
been found all over Ireland, but especially in the North, whew.^' . 
bhat peculiar lithological condition chiefly exists, and that stone, ^ 
tools Vive been dug up in thousands all qver the country, but 
more particularly from the beds of our rivers, marking the sites of , 
•contested fords, which were the scenes of sanguinary conflicts, aa , 
on the Shannon and the Haim; and tbahall these are referable to 
a period when the Irish had no knowledge of metals, and could ,, 

Dti To Northern archaologists belongs the credit of that theory 
which divides the ages of man according to the material evidences 
of he art ed Lie Ames, as into those of stone, of copper,. . .. 
cold and bronze, and of iron and silver. While I have no doubt, •. 
fhat’ generallv speaking, such was the usual progress of develop¬ 
ment, fnZepl.culare, 1 deny that this dma.on.can, as a rule, 
be applied to Ireland, where undoubtedly each period overlapped 
the succeeding, so as to mix the one class of implement with 
Ltlier even us I mvsolf have seen on the great cultivated plain ^ 

of Tyre harrow-pins formed of flints and sharp stones stuekinto >». 
the under surface of a broad board; and on that battle field 

41 Where Persia’s victim lmrdes 
First bowed beneath the brunt of Hella a sword, 

I have picked up flint and obsidian arri.w-heads ttltbougli Wfl 
know that the Athenians, whose remains Mill lit huiea h e 
tumulus of Marathon, gave way before the long-1. 
spears of Asia; and the stone missile, in one of its most fonmUi. . 
able shapes, is not yet abandoned in this country. . . '% . 

I hold it as susceptible of demonstration, that man in similar 
u;* car eer all over the world acts alike, so f$r as is 

Compatible with climate, bis wants, and the raa,e ^ ls J b . at , 

to h» band even from the banks of the Niger or Zambfesi to the. ^ *■ 
hdaiide of the South Sea, or the regions inhabited by tlie Lap^ . . 
«5iaquia«u. Thus, whenever man acquires or discovers^ • . 
new art be first applies it to continue the fashion ) -8 p , 

SrfintU accident, necessity, or ingenuity induces him 
3v the reproduction. The first arrow-head and ^ 
almost the earn* all over the world, and is the tm of tha ^* 

wwi^te^ependeot discovery of our owd, or 
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^intercourse with other nations more advanced than ourselves 
-Itf answer thereto I can only say that'we have no evidence or 
■ Authority for the latter supposition; and that, as we possessed 
; ?f^ndant materials on the one hand, and had auffirieirt native 
^ihfenuity on the other, it is most likely that our discovery of 
l m $tals—at leas* of cold, copper, and tin—was independent of 
. e , X r inMC illriuellce ‘ So fiir removed from the centres of eiviliza- 
^■tiam unconquered by the Roman legion, uninfluenced by Saxon 
0? ,Frankish urt,%u<l with undoubted evidence* of development* 
and styles of art peculiur#o oumehes, both m form and decoration, 

. it is hut fair, until some stronger urgun*nts have been brought 
. against it, to hebeie*that we were the discoverers and smelters of 
our minerals, and the fabricator* of our metallic weapons, tools, 
and Ornaments. That some (Jrecmn influence peruided the early 
Irish metallurgic art, ns exhibited by ^me of our leaf-shaped 
Sword blades, is true; but it is an exceptional instance, and the 
form is common to almost all countries in which bronze sword 
blades have been found. • * 

With regard to the dwellings of the early race we are not left 
to mere Conjecture, for not long ago a log hut was discovered 
fourteen feet below the surface of a hog i n the county of Duftegal. 
This "vert antique dwelling was twelye feet square* and nine 
high; and consisted of an upper and lower chamber, which wefe 
probably mere slotqung apartments. The oaken logs of which it 
»w r 4s constructed arc believed to have been hewn watli stone 
hatchets, some of which were found on the premises, thus 
identifying it with the pre-metallic period of our history. ? Man 
soon becomes gregarious, and pay.es from the hunter and the 
fisher to the shepherd, and thence to the agriculturist. The 
land is cleared of wood; the wild animals either die out, or arty 
rendered subservient to his will The domestication of animals ' 
m most instances precedes, and always accompanies, the pastoral 
state of existence; and to that condition the patriarchal stage 
ensues, end afterwards that of the monarchical. To such phases 
of development, from the nge of escape from the rudest barbarizing 
to the most cultivated condition in government, polite literature^ 
^rt and science, Ireland was, I believe, no exception. Of the 
shephesd state wy> still possess the most abundant proofs, in the' 
numerous earthen ruths, lisses, and forte scattered all over thy 
country, and from which so many of our townlands and 
localities talce their names; but especially marking the sites of 
the primitive inhabitation on our goodly pasture*, although now ' 
mere grassy, annular elevations, varying in area from a few perphl^ 
to several acres, and in many instances alone preserved by ’jjtev 
traditions or popular superstitions^ the people, 
c'IIbLj those landmarks of the past 1 as still remain, out -of 
have been obliterated, show us that in tit Art* ^ 
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of Ireland, ftt leasts where they exist, there was once a dense;;??- 
■population, even during*the shepherd stage of its inhabitation/Y 
And if in the progress of events, uncontrolled by human agency^ 
and broftght about by influences that we have so recently mourned . 
over and still deplore, but could not prevent, we are now aghin> ' ij 
becoming a pastoral people, we are'only returning to that state* of I 
existence for which this country is peculiarly adapted, and was/,’* 
T believe, originally intended—that of being the greatest grass and 
green-crop soil and climate in the world. ' Y, 

The pastoral was undoubtedly the horraal, one of the oldest, v 
and beyond all question,, the longest continued state in Ireland - 
and, although changed by internal dissensions, invasion, confisca¬ 
tion, and foreign rule, is still remembered by the people among A 
whom its influence, slumbering, but not dead, now and then ’crops / 
out in questions of “ tefUnt right.” , Years ago I showed, from the 
animal remains found in our forts, bogs, and erannogps, that ' 
centuries upon centuries before short-horned improved breeds of , 
cattle and sheep commanded at our agricultural shows tW, ? 
admiration of Europe, we had here breeds of oxen which are no^'Y 
cow* surpassed by the best races of Holland and Great Britaih-fY 
and w liieh are unequalled in the present day even by those on the Y 
fertile pklns of Meath, Limerick, or Roscommon, or throughout ■$ 
fifce golden vale of Tipperary. We were then a cattle-rearing, Y- 
flesh-eating people; our wealth was our cattle ; our wars were fot Y 
our cattle; the ransom of our chieftains was in cattle/'our J 
were paid in cattle; the price paid for our most valuable mfcnu- 
script^, was so many cows. Even in comparatively modern 
our battle cloaks were made of leather; our traffic and barteVY, 
were the Pecuaniae of our country; and the “ Tain-bo-Cuatlhe t *Y : 
the most famous inefrical romance of , Europe, after the u Niebb? Yv 
lungenlied,” is but the recital of a cattle raid from Connaught? 
into Louth during the reign of Mave, Queen of OonnaughtL-a^ 
personage transmitted to us by Shakspcare, as the Queen Mab of f , 
theYMidsummer Night’s Dream.” And, although tho Anglo- 
Norman invasion is usually attributed to the love of an oId,<h^Y 
twred, hoarse-voiced King of Leinster, sixty years of age/T^,- 
Peivorffil (attractive, we must presume, though but little hM : ; 
junior Si years), and who became the Helen of thedri|h 

^thev valley lay-smiling before her/’ ahe was but il^ 
i rniti ttidemit item in the stock abduction from the plains Ijfip/ 
Bmfey aRHig the boggy slopes of Shemore. - " Y/w 

T .The Bcfom0an, or cattle tribute, which the* King, Of 
diftjaftpdfcS froth the Lsinstermeri, was perhaps the efi|uae of 
greatest irtteStihal fend which ever convulsed so 
Kfrfspean groupd ft^wj gr^fc a length of 'tmefi 
rattle taxy Wie# IpO ounces of sd vat/6,090. 
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dptions, ,the value of wliieli r at the present price of stock, 
|d amount to afiout £130,000. The cattle tribute aLsopaid to 
rrinUe or petty King of Cashel upwards of a thousand years 
was 6,500 cows, 4/>00 oxen, 4,500 swine, and 1 ,'200» sheep; 
|b 16^700, or, at the present value of stock, between £60,000 
yfltldu£ 100,(XX3. Nr addition to frhicli we read of horses and valu- 
tfiabhft of various descriptions. 

M’ BHan O Kennedy, who drove the Norsemen from the shores of 
K.CIozlturf, derived 4is cognomen of Borrome from bis reimposition f 
--df this cattle tax. And in*the Leahhar-na-Garth, or ancient Book 
" ,'Qf Rights and Privileges of the Kings of bh'in, the cattle statistics, 

. as^ they are there set forth, show that the Irish were solely a 
. pastoral people ; and the whole text and tenor of the Irish annals 
and histories, and the notices of the war's of the Desmonds and of 
/ O'Neil, confirm this view. « 

- > The great raths of Ireland* wheiv the people enclosed their • 
.Cuttle by night, ha\e been erroneously tenned “Danish forts/’ 
but when the shannaghees are pressed for turthe* information as 
to the date of their erection they say, “ Tftev were made by them 
r 0 uld Danes that came over with -Julius Ousar.' 7 If, liowever, 
t 'inquiry he made of the old illiterate Irish-speaking population, 
I'.fhey will tell you that they were made by “ the good people,” and 
. fife inhabited by tiro fairies. Hence the veneration that has in $. 

^ ‘ great measure tnnded tft their preservation ; and I have no doubt 
.that the ancient indigenous and venerated thorns that still decorate 
/their slopes or summits are the veritable descendants of the 
•pfliiicjtset hedges that helped to form the breastworks, or staked 
£ "defences, on their summits. . * 

l These forts are almost invariably to be found in the fattest 
W pastures; so that if any of my friends were in the present day to 
A&gkme where they could Wt invest in land, I would fearlessly 
A'answer, “ Wherever you lind mont ancient ratli^,remaining; ” and 
* I know that many of oar cattle prizes have been carried off by 
/ sheep ai*d oxen fed upon the grass lands cleared and fertilized by 
A the eajly Celt? more than a thousand years ago,,and a sod of' 
■y/^ldch.has hot been turned for centuries. They weifc not originally 
vAhe gentle dopes that now diversify the surface-, but consisted in 
g. Steep ramparts or earthworks, with an external ditch, oh which a* 
jl^kout .paling was, erected against man or beast, a fort^of structure 
seen in the kraal of the New Zealander. The Irish, ratfiV 
^xn&ker was an artificer of skill, and held m high- esteem, 
^•bqSfnpled a dignified position at th# great feasts ofTara—second \ 
to the ollamh and the physician. That the 1 , soil of which,, 

'" f 4yem donatmcted had been not Only originally, rich, but had A 
to man’s industry, ig pjjoVddJ" ^ 1L ■ tL ~ L ^ ~ 


the fact thattf^ia 
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double, and even treble entrenchments, were erected the dwellings 
of the people and their chiefs, the latter of whom were often 
nitened within the mounds, or beneath the cromlechs that still 
Mist trc their interior, as, for example, in the “ Giant's Ring," near' 
Belfast, In some instances they also contained in their sides and 
centres stone caves, that were frobahly used as store-houses 
granaries, or places of security. , 

r, ; earl1 ^' historic race of Ireland was a pastoral people called 
rirlxdgs, said to he of Greek or Eastern origin r, probably a branch . 
of liat great C eltic race which, having passed through Europe ’ 
and round its shores, fflund a resting-place at last in Ireland Of 
the I’omonans, Nomedians, and other minor invaders, we need not 
speak ns they have left nothing by which to track their footsteps, 

,. he , oM an r n “ ,8ts b «»g «i*roct from the Ark, and in a Straight ' 
w-m f l° m f ftpbet- f 1 r im ‘ n ' of l’ llar,l " h ’' i daughter from Egypt 
? v , 1 i s “ i P s m,l > T ^ ai '‘" < ’ n ‘ s L < i ,i red apocryphal. But the ■ 

holgs begin our uutrnmt.c history. They'had laws and social 
institutions, aitd e-tuhh-hed a mouarclucal government at. the far- 
famed Hill of I nra, about winch our early centres of civilization 
sprung, and where we have now most of those great pasture- 
land- thi>«e plains of Meath that can limit the world for their 
a telling qualities and which supply neighbouring countries with 
their most admired jiicahs 

I cannot say that tin- Firbulg was a cultivated man, but I think 
he was a shepherd and an agriculturist,' 1 doubt if ho knew any* 
tking,, certainly not much, of metallurgy; but it does not follow 
that he w<w a mere savage, no more than the Maorieg of New 
/.ealand were when w<* hr>t came in contact with them. 

lhe rirbolgs were a small, straight-haired, swarthy race, who* 
have left a portion at their,descendants with us to tins very day. 

A. genealogist (their own countryman resident in Galway about 
two hundred years ago) described them as dark-haired, talkative, ‘ 
gui.eful, strolling, unsteady, “disturbers of every Council and 1 
Assembly, and “ promoters of discord.” I believe they, together' 
with the next two races about to he described,forked the bulk of 
our so-called^Celtic population-combative, nomadic on op™> 
unity,enduring,litigious, but feudal and faithful to their chiefs; 

naM^ k,n | l 0T n SpU ^ • aS - in tbeir ,l ™>ial English emigration); 
not thrifty**mt, when their immediate wants are supplied, buy'* 
especially during the winter. V V 

To these physical and mental characters described by MacFirbia 
let me add those of the umwhal combination of blue or blue^ffrw • 
eyes and dark eyelashes with a swarthy complexion, This pectP 5 
lianty I have only remarked elsewhere in Greece; ttemouth wxteil ' 
up** gum is ; not md, but th$ nose is. usually straight; 
of this and thl mW following race there waa & peculd" 
has not been alluded to by writers—^e larynx, or, as it 
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He (tailed, the pomwn Adami, was remarkably prominent, and'. 
| became more apparent from the uncovered state of the neck. The 
|sodimentof tins early people still exists Ireland, along will, the 
gfair-Complexioned Dananns, and forms the bulk of the farm- 
■labourers, called jn popular phraseology ‘Spalpeen*, that yearly 
jfemipate to England. In Connaught they now dbieflv occupy a 

«^!Tp " Ch mcuJes . f,K ‘ i ullctioa of the counties of Mayo, Qal- 
f?ray Roscommon, and Sligo. They, with I,heir fair-faced brothers 
tat present the mutt numerous), are also to be found in Kerry and 
Donegal: and they nearly Dll speak Irish, . 

By statistics procured from our Great Midland Western Railway 
alone I learn that on an average 30,000 of these people, chiefly 
the defendants of the dark F.rWgs and the fair Dananns, ami 

““""t V f " r work, to the great advan¬ 

tage of the English farmer and the hi,!, ifndlord. The acreage 
of arable land tor these people runs I rom tw, fc to six acres. * 
connecting tins race with "the remains of the past, I ara of 
opinion that they were the first, rath v earth?n-mound and' 
•enclosure.makers; that they mostly buried their dead without 
cremation, and, in cases of distinguished personages, beneath the 
cromlech or ths tumulus. Their heads were oval or long in tbs' 
anteroposterior diameter, and rather flattened at. the sides- 
examples of these [ have given and descanted upon when I first 
published my Ethnological Researches, which have been fully 
sonfirmed by the late Andreas Retrius. It is, however, unneces- 
sarv even ifspace or advisability permitted, for me to allude to 
such l tatters, as that great work the "Crania Britannica” lms 
' d.? - y 1 '^ typical specimens of this long-headed race 
The iRpct immigration we hear of i„ the "Annals” is that of 
Die Fmtha-de-Dnnrmn,*, a large, fair-eomplexioned, and very 
remarkable race; warlike, energetic, progressive, skilled in metal 
work, musical, poetical, acquainted with the healing art, skilled 
m ruidism, and believed to be adepts in necromancy and magic, 
no doubtthe result of tlie popular idea respecting their superior 
knowledge,^especially in smelting and in tlie'fabrioation of tools, 
weapons, and ornamapts. From these two races sprang the Fairy 
Mythology or Ireland. ' r s 0 J 

It is strange that.consideringthe amo’unt of annals and legends 
transmitted to us, we have so little knowledge of Druidism Or 
ragamsm in ancient Ireland. However, it may be accounted-for 
in this wise; That those who took down the .legends from the 
mouths of the-bards and annalists, or those who subsequently • 
transcribed them, were Christian missionaries whose object was 
literate every vestige of the ancient forms of faith. 

.€ v*®. Dananns spoke the same -language asitheir predecessors, . 
.thjFvbnlgs. They met and fought for the eovereign'ty. The 
jaatf of metal conquered, and drove » great ^rt of, the others 
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into the islands ox the coast, where it is said the Firbolg race,' 

took their last stand. Eventually, however, under the influence 
of a power hostile to them both,-these two people coalesced, and 
have tb a rarge extent done so up to the present day. 'They are 
the true old Irish peasant and small farming class. 

The Firbolg was a bagman, so called, according to Irish ' 
authorities, because he bad to carry up clay in earthen bags to* 
those terraces in Greece now vinehclad. As regards the other, 
race there is more difficulty in the name. - Tuath or Tuatba 
moans a tribe or trjbe-districtrin Irisln Danann certainly sounds 
very Grecian; and if we consider their remains, we-find the 
long, bronze, leaf-shaped sword, so abundant in Ireland, identical 
with weapons of the same class found in Attica and other parts * 
of Greece. 4 < 

Then, on the othtr hand, their physiognomy, their fair or 
reddish hair, their go ze, and other circumstances, incline, one to 
believe that they came dw\vn from Scandinavian regions after 
they had pas&d up as far as they though! advisable into North¬ 
western Europe. If the word Dane was known at the time oj 
their arrival here, it would account for the designation of many 
’of our Irish monuments as applied by Molyneux apd < 5 thera. 
undoubtedly the Danann tribes presented Scandinavian features, 
but did not bring anything but Grecian art. After the “ Stone 
period,”so called, of which Denmark and the south of Sweden offer 
su^h rich remains, I look upon the great bulk of theWal work of * 
the North, especially in the swords in the Copenhagen and Stock¬ 
holm Museums, as Asiatic; while Irelapd possesses not only>the 
largest native collection of metal weapon-tools, usually denomipa-* 
ted t( celts,” of any country in the world, but the second largpai 
amount hi swords and ,battle-axes. And moreover these, and all 
our other metal articles, show a well-defined rise and develop¬ 
ment from the simplest and rudest form in size and use to that of * 
the most elaborately constructed and the moat beautifully 
adorned. 0 . • 

I believe tjiat these Tuatha-de-Dananns, no mafterfrofn whence - 
they came, were, in addition td their othe^ acquirementa,'great 
masons, although not acquainted with the value'of cementW 
toatenak^ I think they were the builders of the great etone ’ 
Oahirs, Dtms, Cashels, and Caves in Ireland ; while their pradp- 
o^aors constructed the earthen works, the rathe,circle, aoaljOtft^ 
th at diversify the fields of %*n, ^he Dan aims anticipated ^ , 
Shakespeare e gravedigger, tor they certainly-made the mort v 
lasting sepulchral monuments that exist Iretodd* mfcmm 
example, as New Grange r Couth JL Knowth. and 
other gmfy&mtterit#, ^Within. the 
these tombs wete carved, ho unh$wn ; stones, 
markings, spire*, ycjlu^^nvolutea, 




*0X THE 


ANCIENT RACES OF IRELAND. 


etiiighf zigzag, and curved Hues, aud incised indentation and a 

•l k - u p 1 u,n * period, the Dananns conquered the inferior 
iV" two Mebrated pitched battles, tho4 of the Northern 

?he ffo thern i M "o Ura ' 011 t ' hL ‘ 3L ‘ ,ieId! * ■"'« still find the caves 
the stone, circles,1 ho monoliths, and dolmans or cromlechs that 
marked particular event?, aud the immense cato tl a were 

raised m honour of the fallen chieftains. • 

Although many of the warriors of the Firbolgs fled to their 

: * «■*««*»»- - ««w.i. so. 

P i • ‘f lil ™ 1 remained «n tin* inlandtoarts of the 
xmntry, and in that very locality to which 'I,have adverted 
which is almost midway between the sites *f the two battles in 
. a lme stretclnng between Mayo and SI,go, where in time too two 

' tbffl ai t- Pea n f< i h T l ‘ eoales '- ed b - v tliat natural law which.brings . 
the dark and the fair together. "o s 

t ,,fi f r °^ r , it , bas recorded that the conquering race sent 
their small dark opponents into Connaught, while they tliemsekes 

l^^?°tt eS810 i ° f f ie m lch lanfls fllrther east, Itnd not only estab- 
liahed themselves at T # ra but spread-into too south. It is re- 
markable tlmt in time large numbers of the Dananns themselves 
•\vero banished to the Went, and likewise that the lost forcible 
deportation of the native Irish race (so late'asthe seventeenth 

6 1 n P n "° f th , iS pr0vince § ot the choice of 
iG“p. •^h“ nau ^ t ? r 1Ie11 - 111 *he former of which, possibly, 

. they joined (tome of the original stock. The naturalfbeautv of 

of da and IH . ou f tam8 J of Connaught remains as it was thousands 
of years ago; but no doubt if some of the legislators of the 
period to which 1 have already referred could now behold its fat 

4 “ter • ' % Pr ° fer <hem t0 the flM lahds of 

_ These Djaannsdiad a globular form of head,.of which I have 
6xam ?L es ' For the P art 1 Relieve tod 
^2to its id' dead f°u Sacrlfieed thoir Jnanes/and placed an urn • 

' ‘l 1 , er ed contents—human or animal-inMhe grave, 

i h f 0 ™ , 6lther atretch,?d aflerfgth or crouched in an 

T hlvl U eld ln i I d r to \ hlby the auoient Peniviane, as I 
.■hfcyb eldewhere explained, •’Eheea Irish urns, which are the 

^ t r d ie? „ 0f ° llr Cemmc art that have come down to the 
.'T g ^ acef ? 1 in fo ^> aM some of them most 
as may be 1 seen m auf various museums.' 
Dan ^ nn e ^ st > but have gradually 

• ^m-.'Wto ttieir forerunners, to the .present day. Here is what . 

?Ms Mm .of th«jj; two hundred years ago: “ Every, one *' 

■«£\. ' ■- * 22-2 ; • 
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\vlio is fiur-haircd,, vengeful, large, and every plunderer, professors 
ot musical ami entertaining performances, ulto are adept.-, of 
Drmdictl ftDil magical arts, they are the descendants of the 
luatlia-de-J>anaiiiK” They were not only fair hut sandy m many 
instances, and consequently extensively freckled. f . 

It is aftirmed that the liananns ruled m Ireland for a loim time 
until another inroad was mude-into the island hy the MileMuns--. 
said to he brave chivalrous, skilled in war. good navigators, 
proud, boastful, and much superior in outward iShunmeut as well 
tvs mental culture, hut probably not better armed than their 
opponents. 1 hey dcphSeJ the three last Bun,urn kings and their 
wives, and rose to hei it is said, the dominant rare -assuming fhe 
sovereignly, becoming the anstoerucy and landed proprietors of 
the country, and giving-origin to those chieftains that afterwards 
rose hy the title Of petty kings, and from who,,, some of the host 
families m tlui land vfuh any thing like Irish nanieselaim descent 
ana particularly thorn* with the prefix of the “<>” or tin* *• M !LC ’’ 

U l,( ' n fl,1N r “'-e nrrm-d in Ireland I cuniml tell, hut it was wme 
time prior to the Cl.r.stian era. It i.s said they came from the 
coast Of Spain, where they had long remained aft'er their Eastern 
emigration. 

Iqsin the site of wlmt is believed to be fhe ancient Brigantium 
now the entrance to the united harbours of Corunna and Ferrol’ 
stands the g.eat lighthouse known to all ships pacing through 
In Hay of Biscay. U itliin this modern structure still exists the. 
ndebrated ‘ 1 barns of Hercules,” whii-h I investigated and 
described many years ago. That tower, it was said in meta¬ 
phorical language, commanded a view of Ireland, uni tw such 
became the theme of Irish poems mid legends. Certain it is that 
saihng north or north-westward from it the ships of the sons of 
Milesms and their followers could have reaclnsl Ireland without 
much coasting. If the story of Breogan's Tower is true, then it 
must have been erected in the thne of lime-aiid-mortar building 
and that is during the Roman occupation of IberiatyidUaftl. II 0 w 
many thousands,-rank and file, of these .Spanish Jljltieiaus came 
Imre m their six or eight galleys and tried the fortunes of war 
from the summit of the ninth wave from the shore” and'enn- 
quered the entire Danann, Tirbolg.aud Fomoriun population,I am- 
unable to give the slightest inkling of, no more than I can of 
tlie so-called Phoenician intercourse with this country. Pprhltna 
without ffomg 1 into the fanciful descriptions of the u ftattIo of 
\ entry Jiarbour, or the southern conquest of Ireland by the 
Iberian Milesians, wo may find some more trustworthy iUustra- - 
tin*ia of Spanish dweHmgs in the architecture of the%wn of " 
Uaiway, and some picturesque representatives in the lithe upn>hr > 
figures and raven-nairtxi, but blue-eyed maidens of the City ot 
the iribes. Here is what old MacTiibis, who, I suppose, ^ 



OX TIIE ANCIENT HACKS OF IRELAND. 


m 

descent from the sons of Milesius, wrote about them: “Every 
one who in white <»f shin, brotvn of hair, bohf, honourable, daring, 
prosperous, bountiful m the bestowal of property, and who is not 
afraid n&battle or combat, they are the descendants of tli£ sons of 
Milesius in Erin/' 

This high paj8eg\rir H only equalled by the pro.se and verse 
compositions of the ancient bards and rhymers and the modern 
historians, who lune recorded the denis of the great warriors, 
Ith, Ileber, and ^Ier£«non, whose descendants boast to lune been 
tin* rulers of the land, ^E\en Moore, although lit 1 wrote such 
beautiful l\ries concerning tins race in bis earlv days, yet wdien 
lie came to study history, he felt tlie ‘-iflne diliieultx I do now r , 
I do not dispute tlieir origin or supremacy; but I fail to 
distinguish tlwur earl\ customs, their remains, or race from those 
of the Firboles or Uinanns wliom tln»\ jonquered, and who left 
undoubted monuments peculiar to their lime. 

Now all these people - tin* piratical na\i*ator along our coasts, 
the mid-Europe prnmlne shepheid and cultivator, the Northern 
warrior, and the Iherian ruler—were, according To mv viewy all 
derived from lie* one Celt ic stock. J he\ s]»oke tlm same language, 
and their descendants do so still. When they acquired a know¬ 
ledge of letters they transmitted their history through the Irish 
language. No doubt they fused; but somehow a^uick fusion of 
races has not been the general characteristic of the people of this 
country. Cinlike the Anglo-Norman in later times, tin* Milesian 
•was a long wav fiomleune , the rough sea of the Hay of Hiseay 
rolled between him and his pre\ious liahitat ; and if he became an 
♦absentee he was not likely to find much of his possessions on his 
return. Tt is to he regretted that while we have here such a 
quantity of poetical and traditional material respecting the 
Milesian invasion of Ireland, the Spanish annals or traditions 
have giveirus but \cry little information on that subject. 

It would be most desirable if the (loverument or *sonie Tnsli 
authority would send a properly instructed commissioner to 
investigate th# Spanish annals, and see whether there is anything 
relating to the Spanish migrations to Ireland remaining in that 
country. , 

Resides the spar.se introduction of Latin by Christian mission¬ 
aries in the fifth century, some occasional Saxon words springing 
from peaceful settlers* along our coasts and in commercial 
emporiums, and whatever Danish had crept into our tongue 
around those centres where the Scandinavians chiefly located 
themselves, and which were principally proper names of persons 
and places that became fixed in our vernacular, we find but, one 
.language among the Irish people until the arrival of the ‘Anglo- 
Normans at the end of tire twelfth century, 

" J The linguistic or philological evidence on this subject is clearly 
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decisive. The residue of the early rpces already described sp^ke 
one language, called OAelie; so did the Scotch, the Welsh, and 
probably, in early times, the Britons and the Bretons. It was not 
only the popular conversational tongue used in the Ordinary 
intercourse of life, but it was also employed in genealogies, 
annals, and other records in a special diameter, not quite peculiar 
to this country, but then common in Europe. Much has been 
-said about the necessity fc r a glossary of our ancient MSS., such 
as those at Saint (Jail, in Trinity College, ir^tlio Royal Irish 
Academy, and in Belgian and Englisli^libraries; but there are' 
\ery few ancient languages that do not require to be glossed in 
the present day, even &r*the words of Chaueer do. 

The Government are now, under the auspices of our Master of 
the Rolls, and the special direction and supervision of Mr, 1 J. T. 
Gilbert, giving coloured photographs of some of our ancient 
writings, and have prom Led that some of our remaining 
manuscripts will be translated. I see no occasion now for v ailing * 
for more elaborated philological dictionaries or glossaries while 
there are still some fewdrish scholars in this country capable of 
.giving a free hut tolerably literal translation of these records 
tlmt do not require any great acumen in rendering them into 
English. Is history to wait, upon the final decision of philologists 
respecting a word or two in a manuscript, and to decide ns to 1 
whether it may be of Sanscrit or any othef origin? 

No doubt some of my hearers may ask, What about the Oghams 
for OhumsJ ? do they not show a very early knowledge of an 1 ’ 
alphabet ? As yet this is a moot question. A rude pillar-stone, 
having upon it a tolerably straight edge y was in early times notched* 
along its angle which served as a stem-line by Dicks formed on it, 
and straight or oblique lines, singly or in clusters, proceeding 
from the stem. The decipherers of these inscriptions have, one 
find all, agreed upon the fact that these lines represented letters, 
syllables, or words, and that the language is either Irish or 
Latin. Therefore the persohs who made thein must have been 
aware of alphabetic writing and grammar. These^eartea mono- 
lithe are chiefly found in Kerry and Cork. Upon eomfc of them 
Christian emblems are figured. The incising of tht stone has 
evidently been performed by some rude instrument* either a flint 
or metallic pick; and it is rertarkahje that these pillars present" 
scarcely any amount of dressing. ^ 

In Connaught, ip my youth, the exception *in remote districts: 
was where the person spoke both English and Irish. In 1863, 
when we-first took a census of the. Imh-sppaking population^ 
after the country had lost three-quarters of a million of 
chiefly of the Irish race, we had then (to speak in round numlj&r*y 
one and a half millions of Irish-speak! qg population. Ii£ 1861 j 
they had fallen off by nearly half a million; and upon 




of tjje last census in 1>71 the entire Irish-Speaking population 
Was only 817,86b. The percentages, according to the total 
population in our different provinces, were theste : in Leinster 1'2, 
m Munster 27'7, in ULter 4'6, and in Connaught 30*0; rfor the 
total of Ireland 15*1. Kilkenny and Louth are the counties of 
Leinster where the language is most spoken. In Munster they 
are Joerry, Clare, and Waterford ; Tn Ulster, Donegal, where 28 
]>er cent, of the population speak Irish; hut in Connaught, to 
which I have already alluded as containing the remnant of the 
early Irish races, we ha*'* no less than *56 per cent, of Irish- 
speaking population in the counties of Mayo and Galway 
respectively. Of mj <»wn knowledge I attest that a great 
many of these people cannot spoilt English. We thus see that of 
the population of Ireland, which in the present day might be 
computed at about five and a half millirtis, there were, at the 
time of taking the census in April, 1871, only 817,86b; and I 
flunk I may prophesy that that is the very largest number that 
in future will ever have to record, On thetcauses of this 
decadence it is not my province to descent. These Celts have 
been the great pioneers of ci\ilization, and are now a power in 
the world. Are they not now numerically the dominant race in v 
America? and have they not-largely peopled Australia and New ' 
Zealand ? 

We have now arrived .at a period when you might naturally 
expect the native annalist to make some allusion to conquest or 
Colonization by the then mistress of the world. Without offering 
any reason for it, I have here only to remark that neither as 
Warriors nor colotfizers did the Romans ever set foot in Ireland; 
and hence the paucity of any admixture of Roman art amongst us. 

To till up a hiatusNvhieh might here occur in our migrations, I 
will mention a remurkable circumstance. A Christian youth of 
Romano-Sascon parentage, and probably of patriciau origin, was 
;arrie<Eoff in a raid of Irish marauders,, and employed as a swine- 
terd in Jhis wery Ulster, the country of the I)alaradian3, and 
ived here for Several years, learning our customs and speaking 
>ur language, He escaped, however, to Munster, and thence to 
iis native laccl of Britain or Normandy, from whence he returned 
n A.n. 432 with friends, allies, and missionaries, and passing in 
iis galley into the mouth of.the Boyne, walked up the banks^of 
hat famed stream, raised the paschal fire at Slane, and speedily 
ntrtfduced Christianity throughout Ireland, 

In thus briefly alluding^to the labours of St. Patrick, I wish to 
ie understood to say that about the time of his mission there was 
lu&i SaxOn intercourse with this country, and the great: mission- 
rydiad-not only many frierids but several relatives residing litre, 
rid some of them on tl^ very banks of the Boyne; and I believe 
ha^^fonsiderable amount of civilization and some knowledge of 
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Christianity ha<l betgi Iutr*Kluee<i long previously , so that, although 
old.King- Eaoghaire or Loury and hi.s Druids did not how the 
knee to the Most High God,nor accept the teaching of the beauti¬ 
ful hymn that Patrick and his attendants chanted as thcv passed 
up the grassy slopes of Tara, still there were many hundred people 
m Ireland ready to receive the g’lad tidings'of the gospel of 
salvation. 

Having finished with the Milesians, we now come to the Danes 
(so-called), the Scandinavians or Xoisemen—the pugan Sea-Kings , 
who made inroads on our coasts despoiled our churches and monas¬ 
teries, hut at the sai^e time, it mu.-t he confessing helped to 
establish the comnnueuil prosperity of some of our cities and 
towns from 7W> to the time of the battle of Clonlurf, A n 1011, 
when the belligerent portion of the Scandinavians were* finally 
expelled the eounfrv. i During the time 1 have specified, Dublin, 
E.merick, and Waterford hidonged to these Northern people 
They not onlj coasted round the l-Iund and never lost an oppor¬ 
tunity of pillage and plunder, hut they passed through the interior 
and carried their arm* into the very centre of the land. The 
Danes left us \er\ little ornamental work be\oiid what they 
lavished upon their swords and helmets, hut, on the other hand, 
it should K- borne m mind that there are no lush antiquities, 
either social, warlike, or ecclesiastical, in the Scandinavian 
Museums. w 

Concerning their ethnological character-, I must again refer to 
the “Crania Itritannica.” In the records they were designated 
strangers, foreigners, pagans, gentiles, and a Do white and black 
foreigners,so that there were undouhttsih two races - the dark, and 
the fair or red, like as m the ease of the Eirbojgs or Danunns. 
Tliev weie also -tv led “ A/ure Danes,” probably on account of the 
shining hue of their armour. 

I believe the fair section of that people to have been of Nor¬ 
wegian origin, while the dark race tame from Jutland and the 
coast of Sweden: and both by the Orkm-vs, the coasts of ^Scotland, 
and the Isle of Man. Their -Tulls w ere large and vvdil formed ; they 
had a thorough knowledge of metal work, and csjieciall? iron< ami, 
ns I have shown eDewhc-re, their swords and spears were of great 
si/e and power, the former wielded as a slashing weapon, while 
those of tlieir early opponents were of bronze, weak, and intended 
for stabbing. In nowhere else in Europe (tlmt 1 am aware of) 
have these rounded, pointed, or levelled heavy iron swords been 
found except in Ireland and Norway. 

Large quantities of Jbluish remains have been discovered in 
deep sinkings made in Dublin; and several weapons, tools, and 
ornaments, believed to be of ^Scandinavian origin, have Wn found, 
within a few inches of the surfiioeon one of the battle-fields bn 
tin- south side of the Li ffey, within the last few years, Upon 



QX TIIE ANCIENT RACES OE IRELAND 


:;r» 


most of these T have already reported and gi*en illustrations. \ 
min mention out* circumstance connected with this rata*, f nevr 
examined a battle-held of tin' Ihute-, nor a collection of Danish 
weapons or implements, that I did not find the well-aH pi-ted 
."rules and weights which the Yikinir had m Ins pocket for valu¬ 
ing the precious tnetaD. lm procured either by conquest or other¬ 
wise, 

Although considered ho-i de, t he-e Scandinavian Vikings must 
1 1 a\o fraterni/ed •villa tin* Indi. W e Enow (hat they inter¬ 
married, for. union# - inan\*othi*r rn-tanees that might he adduced, 

T nm\ mention that during ike hattle of f rjuntarf, w hen Sitrie, 

1 he Dankh king ol* Ihihlm, looked on the tight from tlie walk of 
the city. In* was accompanied bv his wife, the daughter of tin* 
aged kfng known as “ IJrian the Rra\e” 

When, however, the Indi elneflains wer* not lightmg with one 
another, they were often endued m petty j\ars with tlie Scan¬ 
dinavians, who, m turn, were altaeked hy their own countrymen, 
the “ I ’lack (lentiles,” especially on the plain of Firfcgall, stretching 
from Dublin to the |lo\nc, mid which tlieVliUe race chiefly occu- 
pied It must not be supposed that the baltleuf (’loiitarf ended,, 
tile Danish occupation of Ireland; they -till held the cities of 
Dublin, Limerick, and Waterford at least, and largely promoted 
the commercial prosperity m lhe.se localities a prosperity which 
has not <pnte yet departed, 1 should like to present \ oil wut h 
j.ome remains of tin* Scandinavian language m Ireland, lmt tin* 
materials are aery scanfy. 

We are now coniine to a Infer period 'The Romans had o< cupied 
Dritain, tlm Saxons tollown d , tin* Danes had partial possession 
for a time; tlie lleptarehv prevailed until I larold, the last of the 
Saxon kings, fell at Hastings arid England bowed beneath that 
mixture of Norman, (mulish, Scandinavian, and general Celtic 
blood that Willmm brought wuth him from tin* shores of France, 
ddie Saxon dynasty warn at an end, but tin* Unions of the day ac¬ 
cepted tjieir fate; and not only tin* solders, but the Norman 
barons fused ^ith tin* people of that kingdom, and largely con- 
trihirted to make it wdiat it now is. Tins fusion of races, this 
assimilatioif of sentiments, thm intereliunge of thought, this 
kindlyculture, the higher elevating tlie lowvr, among whom they 
permanently reside, must always tend to great and good ends in 
raising a people to a nobler intellectual state. 

The Anglo-Normans came here in I17g?, a very mixed race, lmt 
I heir leaders were chiefly of French or Nonilan extract ion. Why 
they came, or wdiat they did, it is not for me to expatiate upon. 
1 wash, however, to correct an assertion commonly made, to the 
effect 4luit. the Norman barons of Ilenry II. thon conquered 
Ireland. They occupied sofqe toxvns, formed a “ Pale,” levied 
taxes, sent in soldiery, distributed lands, and introduced a new 
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language; but the Mixing’s writ did not run; 1 ’ the subjugation of 
1 reland did imt extend over the country at large, and it remained 
till 1*1(1 and the lix«- or six: following years to complete the cnn- 
quest dr tlie Irish race, by the loss of a tuberous esculent and ihe 
(lovernmental alteration in the value of a grain of mm TJien 
tliere went to the xxork house or exile upwards <>f two millions of 
the Irish race, besides those who died of pestilence i 1 ax i mlt 
carefully invest iguted and reported upon this iqst gnat Lump.-un 
famine, 1 have come to the conclusion jush stated, without 
taking into consideration its political, religious, or national 
aspects. n 

It appears to me that one of our great difficulties in behind 
has been the want of fu-mn—imt only of races, hut of opinion- 
and sentiment-, in what max he called a “ gi\ e and take " .-\-imn 
As regard- the mternt.\ture, 1 think there cannot he a better one 
than tin 1 Saxon with the (Alt The Anglo-Xunmin-, howevei, 
partially fused with the name Fn-h , for Strongbow mairnd 
Lxa the daughter of Ku.g 1 •ermot . and from this mainage it 
has been (dearly diown that Her Mo-t (Iiaeioiis Mu|est\ the 
,pre-ent Queen of Ireland and Great Britain is lmeallx de-nmded 
Several of the in dde w arrmrs w ho came over about that penod 
have e-tabb-Imd great and xxnlespre.nl names in Ireland, among 
xxli«un 1 mav mention tlw Geraldines in inster, the He Hurgos 
in ('onnaught, and the Butlers in Munster, and they and their 
descendants In-came, according to the old Latin adage, “more, 
Irish th m the Irish themselves ” 

Look w hat the interim\t ure of races lias done for us in Ireland ; 
the Firbdg brought us agriculture; the Danann the chemist rv 
arid mechanics of metal Work ; the Milesians beauty and goxermng 
power , the Danes commerce and navigation ; the Ajjglo-Xorrimns 
dmalry and organized gn\eminent , and, in later time,-, tjie 
French emigrants taught us an improx'ed art of weaving. 

It would be more political than ethnological were I to enter 
upon the discussion of that subsequent period whjch,wtnld con¬ 
duct us to the days of Cromwell or the Boyne, or, perhaps, to > 
later periods, inxohing,questions nc^: pertinent to tlie present, 
subject. e 

Lilt I must here say a word or two respecting Irish art. . In 
architecture, in decorative tone-work, from archaic markings tlmt 
pn\e a tone and character U) all subsequent art, in our beauteous 
rro-ses, in our early metal work, in gold and bronze, carried on 
from the pagan to the Christian period, and in our gorgeously 
illuminated MS. books, we have got a style of art that is specially 
and peculiarly Irish, and that has no vxact parallel elsewhere, 
and* was only slightly modified by Norman or Frankish <b%ign. % 

'bime passed, and events accumulated ; political affairs inter¬ 
mingle, but the anthropologist should try and keep clear of them. 

t 



on tiii: aN ci i;nt ]{.\n:s of iki:lanp. 


• 

At the ond of the reipi of l\li/ahcth a considerable immiuration 
of hnpdish tool*place into tlip South of Inland Sul)-<*<jurntI n 

the historic episode of tlio “ blight of tlio LarK" ONoil and 
()’l loiimdl, brought matters to a climax , and flu 1 early p^rt of tlio 
r*upi of tl,o first ,lann*> is menmrable for l In* ‘t Plantation of Lister, ’ 
when a niiinlji'# of Celtic Scots with .some Saxons returned to 
Ilnur lu*o()itv 11 acrios iho water; and about the same time the 
London companies occupied hire** nmt nuis of this fort lie pr<>\ nice, 
and tin* earK iri||i race wore 1 1 afispluntcd hy the Protector to the 
West,as 1 ha\c alieaij^ stated li miht not he iiiummcd that 
tlim warn the list inumeralnm The Picfs passed through Ireland, 
and no doubt loft a remnant behind theifi. And in consequence 
of routluuih, thJ Scottish people must early have settled upon 
oiir northern coaS- When Hie ,td\oii1urous Ldward Lruce made 
that marvellous nnoad into lodand at tly end of the fourteenth 
century and advanced into tin* licit* L of the land,lie carried with 
linn a <Lie]H* population copntite with our Jwn people, and in all 
probability lett a ivodne m ( Ller, thus hamu^n^ Ibo original 
Llll.oLs, Tint ]ia-(]e-l Lnatt!), and AlllcOlklh, With the exception of 
t lie count v of 1 loniyutl, a\ Ian liv.1 ill hold- a la rev t Vlfic population 
s])eabiue the oM hash tnn£m\and retaining t lie special characters 
of that people as I have all* ;:d\ described them. This Scotie 
face, as it now' exists in Ll-ter, and of which we hn\e spe ( mums 
bi'fore us, 1 would sum up with three characteristics Unit they 
were colime’eoiis Is proved bv tlvir slillt I lliLf the pates 1111*1 de- 
•feiidimf the walls of I tern , that tlmy were independent and livers 
of justice has been shown b\ tlnur establishment of tenant rmlit ; 
nml tliat they were industrious and energetic is nmnifo-t hv the 
manufacturers of IMtVl. Do not, 1 entreat my brethren of 
(Tster, allow the.se manufactures to he jeopardized, cither by 
makers nr men, by any disagreements, wdneh must lead to tlie 
decay of the fairest and wvaltlnest province and Ane of the most 
beautiful cities in this our native land. 
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